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advertisement. 

ON  the  publication  of  a work  of  this  nature, 
fomething  may  be  expeded  by  way  of  pre- 
lude. If  the  plaudit  of  the  public  is  not  to  be  pur-> 
chafed,  their  indulgence  may  poffibly  be  fecured. 
But  neither  of  thefe  motives  has  Influenced  the 
author  to  trefpafs  upon  their  time.  He  would  de- 
precate their  cenfure,  not  for  having  given  birth  to 
this  production,  but  for  having  introduced  it  im- 
maturely  to  the  obfervation  of  the  public.  What 
little  polifh  would  the  clofe  application  of  two 
years  tnrow  upon  a body  of  this  magnitude ! And 
yet,  amid  a variety  of  other  avocations,  two  years 
only  has  the  author  been  allowed  to  tranfcribe,  cor- 
rect, and  finifh  it.  He  fays,  allowed,  as  neceffity 
prefcribes  the  term,  and  his  duty  calls  him  to  a 
diftant  part  of  the  globe,  to  perform  other  engage- 
ments, to  pay  other  debts,  than  what  the  defire 
of  pleafmg  prompts,  or  the  love  of  fame  exaCts 
from  him. 

Under  this  conviction,  therefore,  he  waits  filently 
the  probe  of  criticifm.  But  the  candid  critic,  like 
the  fkilful  furgeon,  is  fparing  of  the  knife,  and,  but 
in  defperate  cafes,  is  inclined  to  proceed  to  extremi- 
ties. Into  fuch  hands  it  may  be  the  lot  of  the  au- 
thor to  fall.  Where  the  eye  takes  more  delight  in 
beauty  than  in  deformity,  where  the  difpofition  is 
more  apt  to  praife  than  to  cenfure,  no  doubts  could 
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deter  an  author  from  appearing  at  the  bar  of  crlti- 
cifm.  In  a defcription  of  countries  little  travelled, 
and  of  men  little  known,  there  may  poflibly  be 
miftakes  that  have  arifen  from  mifinformation,  or 
even  mifconception  of  things.  In  a detail  of  ad- 
ventures committed  often  to  paper  in  moments  of 
peril  and  diftrefs,  there  may,  indeed,  be  a repetition 
of  fentiment,  and  fometimes  a contradidlion  of  opi- 
nions before  advanced,  which  the  greateft  attention; 
during  a two  years  revifal,  has  not  been  able  to  cor- 
rect. But  if  impartiality  has  uniformly  directed 
his  pencil,  and  his  pictures  are  not  even  fo  highly 
coloured  as  nature  would  have  permitted  j if  he  has 
rather  confulted  the  public  amufement,  than  the 
gratification  of  his  own  vanity,  this  early  publica- 
tion, with  all  its  imperfections,  will  not  want  an  ad- 
vocate among  the  literati. 

And  here  he  was  about  to  congratulate  himfelf 
on  having  gained  fo  effential  a point.  To  the  pri- 
vate approbation  of  Mr.  Reed  of  Staples-Inn,  was 
the  author  confirmed  in  the  hope  of  fuccefs,  and  to 
his  open  recommendation  of  this  work  to  fome  who 
knew  the  value  of  Mr.  Reed’s  judgment,  the 
reader,  probably,  owes  that  it  is  now  fubmitted  to 
his  view.  To  the  friendlhip  of  Mr.  Braithwaite  of 
the  Poft-Office,  he  may  place  this,  and  other  ma- 
terial helps  he  has  experienced  in  the  courfe  of  pub- 
lication. But  he  fhould  afk  thefe  gentlemen’s  for- 
givenefs,  for  involving  them  in  a queftion,  where 
their  names  are  ufed  lefs  to  their  advantage  than  to 
that  of  the  author. 

It  behoves  him  to  fay  a word  or  two  on  the  head 
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of  the  plates.  His  knowledge  of  drawing  is  fo  con- 
fined, that  more  than  a Iketch  of  the  places  through 
which  he  pafied,  exceeded  the  author's  art.  The 
antiquities  of  Egypt  have  given  employment  to  the 
pencils  of  a,  Norden  and  a Pococke,  and  were  not 
to  be  expefted  from  the  title  of  thefe  travels.  But 
drawings  of  particular  fcenes,  in  which  he  was  en- 
gaged, and  reprefentations  of  the  fingiilar  cuftoms 
of  the  country,  would  have  brought  them  forward 
to  the  reader’s  eye.  He  muft  ever  lament  the  de- 
ficiency of  his  work  in  this  refpeft : but  he  is  happy 
at  the  fame  time  to  obferve,  that  there  is  a remedy 
at  hand,  for  thofe  who  delight  in  novel  piftures. 
The  reputation  of  Mr.  Dalton,  his  Majefty’s  anti- 
quarian, was  eftablifhed  by  the  work  which  he  pro- 
duced in  1752,  confining  of  plates  of  various  anti- 
quities in  Greece  and  Egypt.  The  connoifleurs, 
therefore,  are  not  likely  to  be  difappointed  in  the 
Supplement  to  that  work,  which  Mr.  Dalton  is 
about  to  publifla.  The  defigns  which  relate  to 
Egypt,  obtained  as  they  muft  have  been  with  great 
difficulty,  and  executed  as  they  are  with  great  fpirit, 
will  prove  fuch  an  elucidation  to  his  labors,  that 
the  author  muft  beg  Mr.  Dalton’s  pardon,  if  he 
prefumes  to  recommend  thofe  defigns  to  the  reader, 
which  are  fo  peculiarly  adapted  to  this  work,  that 
nothing  but  its  unworthinefs  ftiould  divide  them 
from  each  other. 

Pie  has  but  one  thing  more  to  add,  which  con- 
cerns the  companions  of  his  travels.  To  the  two 
gentlemen  who  accompanied  him  to  Europe,  he 
trufts  an  apology  is  needlefs,  as  they  will  readily 
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acquit  him  of  a defign  to  pay  any  but  a proper  tri- 
bute to  their  charafters.  By  the  other  perfon, 
whom  the  hand  of  mifchance  feparated  from  their 
company,  he  would  wifh  to  be  underftood.  The 
circumftances  which  produced  that  feparation 
fliould  have  been  buried  in  oblivion,  had  not  a re- 
gard for  his  own  honor  obliged  the  author  to 
place  the  intentions  of  his  companions  and  himfelf 
in  their  true  light.  The  narrative  of  that  ajffair — 
as  it  appears  in  this  work — was  figned  by  Major 
Henry  Alexander,  Mr.  Anthony  Hammond,  and 
the  author,  and  tranfmitted  to  India  at  the  time. 
The  paper  may  have  mifcarried,  but  the  parties  are 
alive  to  teftify  the  fa6l.  All  that  delicacy  and  hu- 
manity could  fuggeft,  has  been  obferved  on  the  oc- 
cafion.  The  name  of  the  unhappy  perfon  is  fup- 
prelTed,  and  felf-vindication  alone  could  have  in- 
duced him  to  revive  a fubjeft,  which  more  nearly 
affedted  the  author  and  his  companions,  than  all 
their  fubfequent  misfortunes ! 

To  conclude.  Were  books,  any  more  than 
men,  to  be  judged  only  by  thtir  good  intentions— 
were  no  regard  to  be  paid  to  the  figure  which  they 
make  in  the  world  — this  work  would  have  a bet- 
ter chance  to  maintain  its  ground.  But  as  there 
are  other  points  to  be  confidered  j as  truth  can 
only  be  rendered  efficacious  in  an  amiable  drefs, 
and  as  the  jufteft  defcriptions  muft  be  difgraced  by 
inelegant  language,  the  author  cannot  diveft  him- 
felf of  certain  fenfations,  which  muft  difturb  the 
firmeft  mind,  on  the  eve  of  committing  its  thoughts 
to  the  difcuflion  of  the  public. 
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LETTER  I. 

madam, 

WERE  ability  fubfervient  to  inclination, 
were  the  efforts  of  the  heart  to  be  fe- 
conded  by  the  efforts  of  the  imagination,  I 
fliould  with  lefs  fcruple  begin  upon  the  talk  which 
you  have  allotted  me.  But  the  feas  which  I have 
paffed,  and  the  fands  which  I have  wandered  over, 
appear  now  to  have  been  fraught  with  lefs  danger 
than  the  adventure  I am  about  to  engage  in.  Once 
launched  into  the  literary  world,  what  has  not  a 
poor  author  to  fear  from  the  blafts  of  ridicule,  and 
the  rocks  of  envy  ! But  as  the  want  of  an  oflenta- 
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tioiis  difplay  lias  fecnred  my  footftcps  from  the  af- 
fault  of  the  wild  Arab,  fo  may  I hope,  that  the 
modefty  of  my  pretenfions  may  prove  my  paflport 
through  the  wafte  of  criticifm.  Happy  at  all 
events,  in  the  profpeft  of  your  influence,  to  pro- 
tefl  the  drain  that  is  guided  by  truth,  and  owes  its 
exiftence  to  the  commands  of  friendfliip. 

The  occurrences  of  our  voyage  from  Madras  to 
Mocha,  are  like  the  generality  of  fea-affairs,  too 
trivial  to  become  interefting,  and  too  unvaried  to 
afford  amufement.  Since  the  fables  of  the  an- 
cients have  been  baniflied  our  creed,  a modern 
voyager  finds  it  difficult  to  diverflfy  or  embellifli 
his  journal.  Neptune  ceafes  to  aflert  his  empire 
over  the  waves,  and  Amphitrite  no  longer  fkims 
the  furface  of  the  deep,  feated  in  a coral  chariot 
drawn  by  Mermaids,  and  furrounded  by  a choir  of 
mufical  Nereids.  A dorm  therefore  lofes  the  ma- 
jedy  which  a Divinity  would  give  it ; and  our 
calms  are  really  dull,  for  want  of  the  company  of 
fuch  a beautiful  Goddefs.  I quedion  whether  the 
voyage  of  .$neas,  if  deprived  of  thefe  fiftitious  or- 
naments, would  not  become  equally  infipid  with 
thofe  publiflied  by  recent  difcoverers,  w'hofe  heroes 
vifited  people  more  drange,  and  feas  more  remote 
than  jEneas,  and  encountered  gulphs  far  more 
dangerous  than  Scylla  or  Charybdis  ! 

- There  was  nothing  remarkable  in  our  padage  to 
Mocha,  but  the  length  of  it.  We  were  above 
eight  weeks  in  effecting  a paffage,  which  frequently 
requires  but  three.  The  latenefs  of  the  feafon 
. made 
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made  us  apprehenfive  of  delays,  but  not  the  conti- 
nual ones  we  met  with.  At  feveral  periods  we 
thought  of  nothing  lefs  than  of  getting  to  Suez  by 
water.  My  fellow-travellers  and  myfelf  were,  how- 
ever, refolved  to  profecute  our  journey  by  land, 
fhould  the  fnow  Adventure  reach  any  port  in  the 
Red  Sea.  But  the  fight  of  land  prefented  us  with 
better  profpefts. 

We  had  been  two-and-forty  days  in  eroding  the 
wide  ocean  which  divides  India  from  Africa,  when 
on  the  31ft  of  March  we  faw  indiftindtly  the  ifland 
of  Socotra,  which  lies  about  35  leagues  from  the 
main.  On  the  2d  of  April  we  made  Cape  Guar- 
dafoy,  which  is  a prodigious  mountainous  and 
craggy  fhore.  From  hence  we  flood  over  to  the 
coaft  of  Arabia,  and  by  an  eaflerly  current,  were 
driven  fo  far  towards  the  ocean,  that  it  was  the 
6th  before  we  pad  Cape  Aden.  Here  the  remains 
of  a Portuguefe  fort  are  ftill  vifible,  which  is  an 
humiliating  monument  of  their  former  fuperiority 
in  thefe  parts.  On  the  9th  we  ran  through  the 
ftraits  of  Babelmandel  *,  with  a fine  gale,  which, 
joined  to  a flrong  current,  fet  us  through  in  a, 

* In  Ramufia’s  copy  it  is  called  Babel : which  are  the  two 
firft  words  of  Bab  al  Man  dub  (corruptly  called  the  gate  of 
weeping)  that  is  the  gate  of  weeping,  the  name  given  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Red  Sea,  or  Arabian  Gulph  ; which  was 
reckoned  fo  dangerous  by  the  antient  Arabs,  that  whenever 
any  of  their  relations  padH  it,  they  put  on  mourning  for  them, 
Ai  perfons  they  gave  over  for  loll. 
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quarLrr  of  an  hour.  There  is  a very  ugly  Tea  in 
thefe  ftraits,  and  they  being  the  ufual  entrance  into 
the  Red-Sea,  I have  annexed  a I'late  of  them, 
which  was  drawn  upon  the  fpot.  VelTels  may  pafs 
to  the  wellward  of  the  ifland,  but  this  is  attended 
with  danger.  The  gale  increafed  to  fuch  a degree, 
that  we  were  fain  to  run  under  the  land  at  noon,  in 
a bay  about  half-way  between  the  ftraits  and  Mo- 
cha. Here  we  rode  out  a very  violent  ftorm,  and 
thought  ourfelves  lucky  in  being  fo  well  flieltered 
from  the  fury' of  it.  The  wind  abated  a little  at 
day-break  on  the  loth,  when  we  weighed  and  ftood 
for  Mocha.  Though  ftill  boiftcrous,  the  wind  was 
fortunately  fair,  and  we  were  not  inany  hours  in 
running  the  diftance.  At  twelve  o’clock  we  drop- 
ped our  anchor  in  Mocha  road,  but  were  obliged 
to  wait  until  the  weather  moderated,  before  w'e 
ventured  to  debark.  The  month  of  April  was 
advanced,  but  we  went  afltore  at  Mocha  the  fame 
evening,  in  full  confidence  of  being  agreeably  ac- 
commodated to  Suez,  on  board  the  Adventure. 
VVe  looked  only  upon  the  brighter  fide  of  the  per- 
fpedtive ; as  the  difficulties  and  dangers  annexed  to 
a journey  of  1 1 or  1 200  miles  by  land,  along  a 
barren  and  barbarous  coaft,  could  afford  us  no 
very  pleafing  reflexions. 

Mocha,  the  antient  capital  of  Arabia  Felix,  is 
fituated  upon  a landy  foil,  about  12  leagues  from 
the  ftraits  of  Eabelmandel,  and  in  the  latitude  of 
13°  15'  north.  This  city  is  of  great  antiquity, 
and  dilplays  a very  handfome  appearance  towards 
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the  Tea.  But  its  beauty  will  not  bear  a clofe  in- 
Ipedtion.  Like  the  deformities  which  are  fo  fre- 
quently difcovered  beneath  a fair  exterior,  the  in- 
fide  of  its  buildings  is  by  no  means  anfwerable  to 
the  expedlations  which  they  raife.  To  furvey  the 
defart  on  which  it  {lands,  a ftranger  muft  be  fur- 
prized  at  the  plenty  which  reigns  in  the  markets. 
There  is  not  a tree  within  ken,  that  produces  any 
fruit,  but  the  date,  or  herbage  of  any  kind,  to  fup- 
port  the  cattle  which  are  daily  expofed  for  fale. 
But  to  the  fimplicity  of  the  Arabian  manners  this 
circLimftance  is  to  be  attributed.  Where  the  na- 
tives are  content  with  the  coarfeft  food  that  a 
country  produces,  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  more 
delicate  viands  are  readily  procured,  by  the  few 
Europeans  who  vifit  their  fliores.  And  indeed, 
when  we  are  informed  that  the  flieep  which  arc 
fold  here,  are  all  brought  from  the  oppofite  coafl  of 
AbyfTinia,  and  the  fimpleil  vegetable,  at  no  lefs  a 
diftance  than  fifteen  miles  from  Mocha,  conjedlure 
would  lofe  itfelf  in  accounting  for  fuch  plenty, 
were  a clue  not  given  to  unravel  the  myilery. 

Mocha  is  under  the  authority  of  a governor,  as 
the  Imaun,  who  unites  the  oflicts  of  high-prieft 
and  king  of  Arabia  Felix,  always  refides  at  Sen- 
naa,  a city  about  ten  days  journey  from  hence,  de- 
lightfully fituated  in  a valley,  witli  which  this 
mountainous  country  abounds.  The  Turks  itave 
loft  the  influence  which  they  formerly  poirelTed  in, 
this  kingdom.  They  feem  content,  at  prefent,  to 
receive  their  proportion  of  the  duties  of  the  other 
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provinces  of  Arabia,  without  pretending  to  exert 
the  arbitrary  fway,  which  marks  their  government 
in  the  diftrifls  that  are  more  immediately  within 
the  reach  of  their  arms.  There  is  one  privilege 
that  the  Imaun  claims  here,  which  cuftom  has 
rendered  familiar  to  the  fubjefts  of  a defpotic  ftate, 
however  oppreffive  It  may  appear  to  the  ideas  of  an 
European.  He  has  an  indifputable  property  in 
all  horfe-flefli.  So  that  if  a ftranger  takes  a lik- 
ing to  an  horfe,  it  is  of  no  confequence  to  whom  it 
belongs,  provided  he  be  content  to  pay  the  price, 
which  the  governor  may  fix  on  it  in  the  name  of 
his  mafter.  But  the  owner  is  feldom  expofed  to 
•the  mortification  of  being  obliged  to  part  with  his 
property  ; the  value  of  the  beaft,  however  beauti- 
ful it  may  be,  feldom  proving  in  the  leaft  adequate 
to  the  price  which  is  demanded  for  it. 

In  their  horfes  the  chief  pleafure  and  pride  of 
the  Arabs  confift.  Pampered  to  an  excefs  that 
renders  them  fitter  for  fhew  than  ufe,  they  Hand  in 
the  liable,  or  are  picketted  at  the  doors  of  their 
mailers,  from  one  fabbath-day  to  another.  But 
on  this  feftival,  they  are  adorned  with  a load  of 
rich  and  unwieldy  furniture,  with  which  they  pa- 
rade the  ilreets  from  morning  to  night : and  they 
now  receive  the  only  exercife  which  they  are  per- 
mitted to  take.  The  governor’s  ftud,  which  con- 
fiils  of  a number  of  choice  horfes,  are  particularly 
drawn  up  in  the  fquare  before  his  houfe.  They 
are  oppofed  to  each  other  in  fquadrons,  and  at  the 
word  of  command,  the  riders  fet  off  at  full  gallop, 
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and  as  they  pafs  each  other,  dart  the  pike  or  fpear 
with  great  dexterity. 

We  paid  a ciiftomary  vifit  to  the  governor  on 
our  landing,  and  found  him  to  be  a grave  and  el- 
derly man,  meager  in  his  body,  and  flovenly  in  his 
apparel.  But  with  this  unpromifing  appearance, 
he  has  the  chara6ter  of  being  a very  good  and  in- 
telligent man ; and  much  more  inquifitive  after 
the  manners  and  difcoveries  of  European  nations, 
than  the  generality  of  his  countrymen.  This  pe- 
culiarity in  his  difpofition  plainly  evinces  itfelf  in 
the  furniture  of  his  audience  chamber,  which  is  or-* 
namented  with  a broken  figured  clock,  a French 
thermometer,  and  an  Englifh  quadrant.  He  re- 
ceived us  very  politely,  and  is  a profefled  friend  of 
the  Englifh  nation,  whofe  genius  and  fpirit  he  af- 
fefts  to  admire.  This  piece  of  intelligence  we  ob- 
tained fiom  our  refident  here,  who  at  the  fame 
time  communicated  to  us  an  anecdote  of  his  life, 
which  is  not  unworthy  of  mention.  It  not  only 
carries  with  it  an  evidence  of  the  intriguing  temper 
of  the  Arabs,  but  fets  off  to  advantage  the  cha- 
racter of  a man,  to  whom  the  Englifli  are  mate- 
rially obliged. 

In  the  reign  of  the  father  of  the  prefent  king  of 
Sennaa,  this  man  was  the  vizier  and  favourite.  So 
univerfally  was  his  adminiftration  approved  of,  and 
fo  neceffary  did  the  old  king  think  him  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  ffate,  that  he  recommended  him  on  his 
death-bed  to  the  protection  of  his  fon,  in  the  moll 
earneft  terms.  The  prince  was  deeply  imprellld 
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with  a charge  delivered  to  him  at  fo  folemn  a mo- 
ment, and  promifed  his  father,  to  make  the  know- 
ledge and  advice  of  the  vizier  the  foie  guides  of  his 
future  life.  And  to  this  promife  he  very  faith- 
fully adhered,  for  fome  years  after  his  acceffion  to 
the  throne. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  time,  the  young  monarch 
had  formed  inconfiderate  attachments  for  courtiers 
of  his  own  age  and  difpofition.  Though  this  did 
not  immediately  interfere  with  the  minifter’s  in- 
fluence in  matters  of  government,  it  neverthelefs 
fuggefted,  to  a difcerning  mind,  the  approaches  of 
neglecfl:  and  difgrace.  To  prevent  the  execution, 
therefore,  of  what  he  confidered  as  inevitable, 
fliould  he  continue  in  his  prefent  office,  he  very 
wifely  formed  the  refolution  of  retiring  from  court. 
A refolution  infpired  by  the  foundefl:  philofophy, 
wavered,  not  until  an  opportunity  offered  to  put  it 
into  pradice. 

One  day  when  he  was  alone  with  the  king,  he 
too'k  the  liberty  to  fpeak  of  the  length  of  his  fer- 
vices,  and  of  the  decline  of  his  life.  He  touched 
modeftly  upon  his  known  affedlion,  and  zeal  for 
the  honor  of  his  fovereign ; and  befpoke  his  ma- 
jefty’s  indulgence  for  the  petition  which  he  was 
about  to  prefer.  He  concluded  with  an  humble 
defire,  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  refign  his 
truft  to  one,  whofe  faculties  and  health  were  more 
vigorous,  and  able  to  tranfaft  the  important  af- 
fairs, in  which  he  had  been  fo  long  employed. 
The  better  to  cover  his  defign,  he  affeded  an  in- 
clination 
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cllnation  to  vifit  Mocha,  where  he  piirpofed  to  re- 
main until  his  name  was  forgotten,  and  that  time 
fhould  weaken  the  malice  of  a faflion,  which  is 
the  infeparable  attendant  of  the  beft  adminiftration. 
It  was  not  without  reluftance,  that  the  king  com- 
plied with  this  unexpedled  requeft.  He  had  a 
particular  value  and  refpedl  for  the  miniller,  and 
was  not  prepared  to  forego  his  fervices,  although 
the  latter  had  been  artful  enough  to  recommend  for 
his  fucceflbr,  one  of  the  chief  favorites  of  his 
mailer.  The  ftruggle,  however,  was  of  no  long 
continuance.  The  king’s  pride  was  touched  at  the 
idea  of  being  at  a lofs  for  a iervant,  and  he  hallened 
to  in  veil  the  very  favorite  who  had  been  pointed 
out  to  him,  with  the  dignity  of  the  abdicated  mi- 
niller. 

But  little  did  the  miniller  dream  of  the  confe- 
quences  of  this  refignation.  Little  did  he  forefee, 
that  his  fuccellbr  would  lay  hold  of  the  wilh  which 
he  had  exprelTed  to  vifit  Mocha,  to  load  him 
again  with  tlie  cares  of  government ; where  his  in- 
fluence would  be  confiderably  leflened,  though  his 
dignity  would  appear  greater  than  before.  No 
fooner  had  the  nesv  vizier  pofiefied  himfelf  of  his 
office,  than  he  w^as  determined  to  remove  for 
ever,  fo  virtuous  an  obferver  of  his  adminiftration. 
Poifon  or  the  fword,  was  too  dangerous  an  imple- 
ment, againft  fuch  a charadler.  lie  had  recourfc 
to  a remedy  which  wholly  anfwered  his  intentions ; 
and,  by  blinding  the  eyes  of  his  fovereign,  and  ad- 
vancing the  opinion  of  his  principles  among  the 
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vulgar,  mud  be  held  as  a mafterpiece  of  courtly 
artifice. 

With  the  grcateft  appearance  of  warmth,  there- 
fore, he  reprefented  to  the  king  the  outcry  which 
would  be  raifed  againft  him,  fliould  he  fuffer  an 
old  fervant  of  his  father’s,  and  the  guardian  of  his 
own  youth,  to  vifit  Mocha,  without  being  dif- 
tinguiflaed  by  fome  public  charafter.  He  then 
infinuated  the  lucky  occafion  which  prefented  it- 
felf,  to  reward  his  fervices  with  the  government  of 
that  city.  It  was  impofllble  to  fufped:  the  trea- 
chery of  this  advice  ; and  it  is  not  wonderful,  that 
the  monarch  greedily  took  the  bait.  He  that  very 
day  forwarded  a commifTion  to  Mocha,  which  the 
old  man  had  the  mortification  to  find,  on  his  arri- 
val here.  To  him,  however,  the  trick  was  ob- 
vious. He  readily  dived  into  the  fcheme  of  his 
fucceflbr,  who,  judging  of  others  from  himfelf,  had 
taken  an  unneceflary  ftep  to  detach  him  from  the 
vanity  of  court-favour.  The  vexation  of  the  go- 
vernor is  not  to  be  defcribed.  But  rather  than 
diflurb  the  peace  of  his  mafter  with  complaints,  he 
has  the  virtue  to  encounter  the  fatigues  of  bufinefs, 
though  repugnant  to  his  inclinations ; and  is  con- 
tent to  live  a voluntary  exile  from  his  native  place, 
fecure  of  the  affeilion  of  the  people,  and  confcious 
of  the  efteem  of  the  king.  A king  ! who  ftill  con- 
tinues under  the  delufion  of  having  preferred  a 
faithful  fubjeft,  agreeably  to  his  own  choice. 
What  a lefTon  fliould  this  be  to  the  fovereigns  of 
more  enlightened  nations ! who  may  juftly  appre- 
hend 
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hend  the  intrigues  of  defigning  men,  when  the  re- 
finements of  party  prevail  within  the  narrow  fcope 
of  Arabian  politics ! 

The  women  in  Arabia  are  kept  in  much  ftrifter 
confinement,  than  thofe  of  their  religion  in  India. 
The  females  of  rank  are  fhut  up  in  their  apart- 
ments, and  never  ftir  abroad,  except  now  and  then, 
to  accompany  their  hufbands  on  an  excurfion  to  the 
vallies.  They  are  vailed  at  thefe  times  from  head 
to  foot,  and  fent  off  upon  horfeback  under  cover 
of  the  night.  But  this  fimple  recreation  does  not 
fall  often  to  their  lot.  The  civilized  Arabs  are,  of 
all  nations,  the  leaft  inclined  to  aftion ; and  it  is  to 
be  fuppofed,  that  women  born  here,  live  and  die, 
without  flirring  out  of  the  walls  of  Mocha ; fuch  is 
the  tax  that  is  laid  on  birth  and  greatnefs,  even  in 
the  remote  country  of  Arabia.  How  then  can  we 
be  furprized  at  the  vexations,  which  cloud  the  lives 
of  the  followers  of  a powerful  court  ? if  female 
beauty  be  doomed  to  folitude  in  thefe  rude  parts,  is 
not  the  liberty  which  is  allowed  it  in  more  polifhed 
countries,  too  often  the  fource  of  calamities  more 
grievous  than  confinement,  of  perfecutions  more  in- 
tolerable than  the  commands  of  an  imperious  maf- 
ter  ? I doubt  not,  but  there  is  many  a toaft  that 
blazes  in  the  circles  of  St.  James’s,  that  fighs  for 
the  privilege  of  obfcurity,  and  would  willingly  hide 
the  remains  of  a fliattered  reputation  in  an  Arabian 
feraglio  ! 

To  thofe  of  a lower  degree,  there  is  fome  devi- 
ation permitted  from  the  feverity  of  this  cuftom. 

Though 
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Though  there  are  no  public  Hummums  for  the 
women  to  refort  to  as  in  Turkey,  they  are  indulged 
with  the  freedom  of  vifiting  their  neighbors,  when 
the  dulk  of  the  evening  can  fkreen  their  perfons 
from  obfervation  ; for  the  thick  vails  in  which  their 
faces  are  buried,  utterly  preclude  the  poflibility  of 
diftinguifhing  their  features.  We  have  met  them 
ourfelves  in  the  ftreets,  and  have  conceived  a fa- 
vorable idea  of  their  faces,  from  the  fymmetry  of 
their  figures. 

Incontinence  is  held  much  more  criminal  among 
the  fingle  than  married  females.  Though  adultery 
is  punifhed  with  a heavy  fine,  the  fedudtion  of  a 
virgin  is  attended  by  a more  ferious  correction. 
In  this  they  differ  from  the  laws  of  more  enlight- 
ened kingdoms,  where  an  injury  of  this  nature,  is 
not  only  unpunifliable  by  any  courfe  of  law,  but 
the  matter  itfelf  is  treated  in  a very  light  manner. 
And  here  the  charadler  of  the  Arabian  legiflator 
rifes  far  beyond  the  boafted  policy  of  European 
ftates.  To  his  juftice  it  is  owing,  that  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  innocence  is  held  in  fuch  abhorrence ; and 
to  his  redlitude  of  thinking,  that  the  mere  accom- 
plice of  a lewd  woman  fhoiild  encounter  lefs  rigo- 
rous treatment,  than  the  mean  betrayer  of  unexpe- 
rienced fimplicity.  How  juft  this  obfervation  may 
be,  I fubmit  with  pleafure  to  the  decifion  of  a lady, 
who  can  fo  charitably  diftinguifli  between  the  fol- 
lies and  vices  of  her  fex  ; and  who  can  feparate 
the  errors  of  inexperience  from  the  impulfes  of  a 
depraved  inclination  ! 


We 
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We  were  furprized  at  the  number  of  Chrifliian 
renecradoes  that  refide  at  Mocha.  Not,  that  the 
apoftacy  of  men,  who  perhaps  had  no  fenfe  of  re- 
ligion until  they  profefTed  Mahometanifm,  could 
provoke  our  wonder;  but  how  their  worldly  in- 
terefts  could  be  advanced  by  the  change.  Reduced 
to  a pitiful  fubfiftence,  and  held  in  deferved  con- 
tempt by  the  natives,  we  Ihould  have  furmifed  their 
defedion  to  be  merely  the  effeds  of  defpair ; and 
that  the  fugitives  from  juftice  alone,  fought  their 
fdfety  at  this  price,  had  not  the  example  of  a Greek 
pried  fomewhat  fhaken  our  opinion.  This  pried, 
by  name  Ananias,  I remember  to  have  heard  men- 
tioned in  Bengal,  as  a miracle  of  piety.  And  yet 
in  the  feventieth  year  of  his  age,  did  he  publicly 
abjure  the  Chridian  religion,  in  the  courfe  of  a 
pilgrimage  to  Mount  Sinai.  He  was  circumcifed, 
and  received  into  the  Mahometan  church ; and,  to 
crown  the  whole  of  this  drange  proceeding,  was 
led  about  the  city  for  three  days,  according  to  cuf- 
tom,  mounted  on  an  afs,  to  receive  the  alms  of  the 
faithful,  which  every  convert  is  entitled  to  on  his 
admiflion  to  their  myderies.  This  happened  dur  ■ 
ing  our  fhort  day  at  Mocha ; and  is  one  of  the 
greated  indances  of  the  infirmity  of  human  nature, 
which  has  come  within  the  fphere  of  my  obferva- 
tion. 

I'he  Englifh  are  the  only  nation  who  have  a re- 
Cdent  here ; and  this  is  but  a late  regulation.  The 
Ead  India  Company  were  ..ccudomed  to  fend  a 
diip  here  every  fcafon ; but  now  the  coffee  is  tranf- 
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ported  on  country  bottoms  to  Bombay,  from  whence 
our  Indiamen  convey  it  to  Europe.  By  this  plan 
they  are  eafed  of  a confiderable  expence ; as  the 
appointments  of  fupercargoes  to  this  ftation,  and 
the  heavy  duties  of  this  port,  muft  have  leflened 
the  advantages  which  refult  from  this  trade.  No 
better  means  could  have  been  devifed  to  ing-ratiate 

O 

ourfelves  with  the  natives,  than  the  appointment  of 
a refident  among  them.  It  is  a pleafure  to  me  to 
add,  that  nothing  could  have  better  enfured  the 
end  in  view,  than  the  choice  of  the  prefent  gentle- 
man who  fills  that  poll.  His  mild  demeanor  can- 
not fail  to  engage  the  efteem  of  the  people  j as 
his  acknowledged  abilities  will  lead  him  to  im- 
prove every  occafion,  to  reftore  this  drooping 
branch  of  commerce  to  its  original  value.  Nei- 
ther is  the  prefence  of  Mr.  Horfeley  at  Mocha,  of 
lefs  moment  to  the  interefts  of  travellers,  who  pre- 
fer this  fliort  cut  to  Europe,  to  the  old  track  by 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Hofpitality  and  polite- 
nefs  are  acceptable  in  all  places,  but  doubly  fo  to 
the  way-worn  traveller,  who  the  leaft  expects  to 
meet  with  them  in  a remote  and  uncivilized  re- 
gion. 

I have  annexed  a view  of  the  town  and  fuburbs 
of  Mocha,  which  I took  from  our  veffel  on  the 
day  of  our  arrival  here.  There  is  a wall  runs 
round  the  town,  but  there  are  no  cannon  mounted 
on  it,  except  a few  on  a battery  towards  the  fea. 
The  northern  and  fouthern  extremities  of  the  town 
are  flanked  by  two  caftles  of  a circular  form, 
5 which 
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which  arc  likewife  ornamented  with  guns,  and  were 
meant  as  a defence  to  the  place.  How  much  thefe 
Arabian  engineers  were  miftaken  in  their  ideas  of 
fortification,  will  clearly  appear  from  a circum- 
llance,  which  occurred  here  about  fix  or  feven  years 
ago,  and  will  fet  their  pretenfions  to  power  in  a 
proper  light. 

The  captain  of  a trading  vefifel  from  India,  was 
afhore  at  the  Englifh  faftory,  and  correfting  a flave 
for  fome  fault  or  other,  the  boy  ran  away,  and  took 
refuge  in  an  Arabian  houfe,  where  he  was  prevailed 
upon  to  become  a Mahometan.  In  this  country 
no  Chriftian  is  permitted  to  keep  a Have  of  this 
perfuafion.  The  boy  availed  himfelf  of  this  pri- 
vilege, and  went  abroad  again,  without  any  fear  of 
his  mailer’s  refentment.  One  day,  however,  as  he 
ventured  to  pafs  the  fadlory,  he  was  obferved  by 
the  captain,  whofe  Englifh  blood  boiled  with  indig- 
nation at  this  feeming  infult.  Unheedful  of  his 
fituation,  he  gave  way  to  a fudden  impulfe  of  paf- 
fion,  and  ordered  his  fervants  to  feize  the  boy,  and 
flog  him  feverely  within  the  yard  of  the  fa(5lor}^ 
This  ralh  action  could  not  efcape  notice,  and  was 
attended  by  confequences  which  he  little  expedled. 
The  factory  was  at  that  time  uninhabited,  except 
by  the  fupcrcargoes  and  captains  during  their  flrort 
flay  here.  It  was  not  in  the  beft  repair,  and  but 
little  calculated  to  make  a defence.  The  mob, 
which  now  gathered  about  it,  eafdy  forced  the 
gates ; and  not  finding  the  objedl  of  their  refearch, 
whom  they  meant  to  have  facrificed  on  the  fpot, 

contented 


i6  LETTER  I. 

contented  themfelves  with  plundering  his  effects. 
On  the  firft  alarm,  the  captain  wifely  retreated  to 
the  terrace  of  the  fadlory  j and  it  was  with  no  lit- 
tle difficulty,  that  he  efcaped  along  the  roofs  of  the 
houfes  to  the  fea-fide,  where  he  immediately  took 
a boat  for  his  veffel. 

This  difturbance  was  too  fudden  to  have  been 
checked  under  the  beft-regulated  government ; but 
it  might  have  been  remedied : fatisfaftion  might 
have  been  made  to  the  fufferer,  had  the  governor 
been  inclined  to  do  himjuftice.  A deaf  ear  was 
turned  to  his  remonftrances,  and  the  captain  was 
obliged  to  carry  his  complaint  to  Bombay : here, 
to  the  honour  of  the  Britifli  name,  it  was  properly 
attended  to.  The  councils  were  vigorous ; and 
two  floops  of  war  were  direftly  fitted  out  for  Mo- 
cha, to  enforce  redrefs.  They  accordingly  ap- 
peared before  the  towm,  with  all  the  implements 
for  a bombardment ; and  a meffage  was  fent  afliore, 
to  advertife  the  governor  of  their  errand.  It  is 
Impoffible  to  conceive  the  terror  of  the  inhabitants 
at  thefe  tidings.  They  deferted  the  caftles,  which 
they  had  once  confidered  as  impregnable,  and  were 
about  to  quit  the  city  itfelf  j but  this  the  governor 
prevented.  He  tliought  proper  to  comply  with 
the  demands,  which  were  made  in  the  name  of  the 
fufferer,  and  fent  off  4,000  dollars  to  the  commo- 
dore of  the  expedition ; happy,  to  preferve  the 
city  from  deftruflion,  and  to  appeafe  the  refent- 
ment  of  the  Englifli,  at  fo  cheap  a rate.  And  even 
the  money  to  make  good  this  payment,  was  raifed 
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unjuftly,  though  it  was  to  fatisfy  a juft  demand. 
The  Banian,  or  Gentoo  merchants,  who  are  fet- 
tled here,  and  tranfad  all  the  bufmefs  of  the  port, 
fell  within  the  gripe  of  government  on  tliis  occa- 
fion.  They  have  allured  us  miore  than  once,  that 
they  were  obliged  to  advance  the  fum  in  queftion, 
for  which  they  have  not  yet  been  fatisfied.  It  is 
necelfary  to  add,  that  this  occurrence,  fo  difgface- 
ful  in  its  nature,  was  antecedent  to  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  the  prefent  governor ; of  whofe  charader  I 
have  had  occafion  to  fpeak  in  the  moft  favorable 
terms. 

To  thefe  Banians  we  were  obliged  for  a part  of 
our  amufements  at  this  place.  There  is  a wood  of 
date-trees,  which  extends  from  the  fouthern  fuburbs 
of  Mocha,  for  fome  miles  towards  the  inland  moun- 
tains. There  is  no  mark  of  cultivation  in  this 
neighborhood  befides ; and  in  this  wood,  one  of 
the  principal  Banians  has  a country  feat.  We  have 
no  conveyance  here,  except  alfes,  on  which  we  ride 
about  for  our  diverfion.  In  one  of  our  excurfions 
we  called  at  this  feat,  which  is  above  three  miles 
from  the  town,  and  on  our  way  home,  had  an  op- 
portunity of  obferving  a curious  procefs  in  the  ve- 
getable world.  It  has  already  been  taken  notice 
of  by  naturalifts,  but  is  too  uncommon  to  be  known 
to  readers  of  every  clafs.  The  date-trees  were 
now  in  bloflbm ; and  we  remarked  the  Arabs  to  be 
bufied  about  the  branches.  It  is  necelfary  to  in- 
graft all  fruit-trees,  to  obtain  good  fruit ; but  the 
propagation  of  the  date  is  in  another  manner,  and 
. VoL.  I.  C ii)timately 
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intimately  refembles  that  of  the  animal  creation. 
There  is  a male  as  well  as  female  date-tree, 
which  are  diftingiiiflied  from  each  other  by  the 
color  and  fliape  of  the-  blolToms.  The  male  tree 
yields  no  fruit}  but  the  gardener  muft  be  careful, 
every  fpring,  to  cull  as  many  bloffoms  from  the 
male,  as  will  ferve  his  purpofe.  One  of  thefe  at 
leaft  he  muft  inwrap  and  bind  up  in  a bloflbm 
of  the  female  tree}  without  which  llie  will  prove  as 
barren  as  the  male.  The  fingularity  of  this  ope- 
ration is  heightened  by  its  being  difeovered  by  a 
people,  who  are  at  prefent  grofsly  ignorant  of  every 
branch  of  natural  philofophy*. 

It  is  to  our  refident  that  I am  indebted  for 
an  ingenious  conje<5lure,  relative  to  the  barren 
coafts  of  Arabia  Felix,  with  which  I fhall  clofe  my 
remarks  on  this  celebrated  territory.  For  the 
fpace  of  fifteen  or  fixteen  miles  from  the  beach, 
the  land  rifes  on  a gradual  afeent  towards  the 
foot  of  the  mountains.  Flere  the  feene  fuddenly 
changes  from  a fandy  wafte,  to  a verdant  and 
fertile  foil } from  a fcarcity  of  palatable  water, 
to  a profufion  of  chryftal  fprings  and  running 
ftreams.  In  this  defart  barrier  there  are  found 
quantities  of  ftiells,  and  other  productions  of  the 
ocean,  which  feem  to  have  lain  there  for  many 

* There  is  little  force  in  this  compliment,  when  it  is  known 
that  tlie  Egyptians  have  fo  far  improved  on  this  mode,  as  to 
plant  only  a male  date-tree  in  the  middle  of  many  females. 
The  wind  fcatters  the  male  feed,  which  impregnates  the  fe- 
male tree,  without  the  trouble  cif  the  Arabian  culture. 
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ttges:  this,  joined  to, the  fhelving  appearance  of  the 
ground,  renders  the  idea  very  probable,  that  this 
tract  of  land  has  been  won  from  the  fea,  by  the  fe- 
cret  operations  of  nature.  There  is,  indeed,  no 
information  to  be  gathered  of  this  event,  among  a 
people  whofe  annals  carry  no  perfpicuity  with  them, 
beyond  the  days  of  their  prophet.  But  the  per- 
pendicular fhores  of  the  oppofite  coaft  of  Africa, 
upon  which  the  waters  may  have  proportionably 
encroached,  are  an  additional  evidence  in  favor  of 
this  opinion.  No  ftranger,  in  traverfing  this  fliore, 
could  poffibly  conceive  her  right  to  the  title  of 
Happy.  But  place  him  in  her  middle  regions, 
beneath  her  balm-dropping  woods,  and  amidft 
her  delightful  vales,  where  the  fruits  of  every  cli- 
mate court  his  tafte,  and  the  breezes  of  cafTia  re- 
frefh  his  fenfes,  and  he  will  pronounce,  that  flie 
juftly  retains  the  flattering  appellation  with  which 
Ihe  was  honoured  by  the  antients. 

On  the  1 6th  of  April  we  had  completed  our 
wood  and  water,  and  taken  on  board  a fuffleient 
ftock  of  provifion  to  ferve  us  on  our  paflage.  We 
chearfully  embarked,  therefore,  on  the  Adventure, 
captain  Bacon,  and  with  an  additional  paffenger 
from  India,  fpread  our  fails  for  the  lortg-wifli’d-for 
port  of  Suez.  For  fome  days  we  were  favored 
with  a fair  breeze,  and  moderate  weather  : but  the 
wind  changed  fuddenly  to  tlie  northward,  and  be- 
gan to  blow  with  great  violence  againfl:  us.  The 
moon  was  now  at  the  full,  and  we  were  to  look  for 
a continuance  of  the  gale.  In  narrow  leas  the  wa- 
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ters  are  Toon  agitated  j and  we  experienced  fuch  a 
difagreeable  motion,  from  the  inceifant  working  of 
the  veflel,  that  fome  of  my  fellow-pafiengers  were 
again  confined  to  their  cabbins.  As  for  my  own 
part,  I have  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  free  from 
ficknefs  during  our  tedious  voyage,  if  I except 
an  head-ach  of  four  days  Handing,  which  I con^ 
fider,  indeed,  as  a natural  infirmity.  Our  hopes 
were  once  more  revived,  from  the  wind’s  abating. 
We  were  by  this  time  in  the  latitude  of  Judda; 
and  though  the  wind  was  ftill  contrary,  we  made  a 
Ihift  to  creep  on  daily  towards  our  defired  port. 
Our  greatell  progrefs  was  from  ten  to  twenty  miles 
in  our  way.  We  could  not,  with  propriety,  run 
more  than  thirty  miles  upon  one  tack ; and  it  was 
our  cullom  to  make  one  fliore  about  fun-fet,  then 
to  tack,  and  Hand  for  the  oppofite  fide,  until  day- 
break. 

We  had  beaten  up  in  this  manner,  to  the  2,4th 
degree  of  north  latitude,  and  were  within  150 
leagues  of  Suez,  when,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  6th 
of  May,  we  difeovered  breakers  ahead.  The  vef- 
fel’s  head  was  to  the  north-eaft,  and  the  captain 
judged  himfelf,  from  his  journal,  to  be  in  mid* 
channel.  It  may  be  fuppofed,  therefore,  that  this 
circumftance  much  alarmed  us,  as  nothing  but  a 
ftrong  eafterly  current,  could  have  thrown  us 
among  the  rocks  and  flioals,  with  wdiich  this  part 
of  the  Arabian  coaft  abounds.  Nor  w^re  our  fears 
without  foundation.  The  weather  had  been  fo. 
hazy  all  day,  that  we  could  fcarcely  fee  two  leagues 
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dlftance.  The  vefTcl  had  been  put  about  at  the 
alarm  before  recited,  and  we  were  failing  with  great 
fecurity  towai'ds  the  open  fea,  when  the  departing 
fun  warned  us  of  the  deftruclion  on  which  we  were 
running.  The  Iky  cleared  up  for  a moment  as  the 
fun  fet,  and  prefented  to  our  view,  a line  of  rocks 
and  Ihoals  immediately  befo’re  us,  and  on  which, 
in  a quarter  of  an  hour,  we  muft  have  ftruck, 
had  not  Providence,  in  this  unexpeded  manner, 
delivered  us  from  the  ravenous  deep.  The  moft 
experienced  among  us  were  appahed  at  this  fight. 
We  had  breakers  to  the  northward  and  v/eftward 
of  us,  and  an  unknown  coaft  to  the  eaft.  The 
wind  fortunately  favoring  the  only  fafe  courfe 
which  was  now  left  us,  the  vefiel  wore  and  ftood  to 
the  fouthward ; her  two  boats  being  fent  a mile 
ahead  to  lead  the  way.  In  this  manner  we  pro- 
ceeded until  midnight,  when  one  of  the  boats  fired 
a gun,  as  a fignal  of  diftrefs.  Our  fails  were  backed 
on  this  alarm  j and  the  boat  prefently  bore  down 
to  inform  us,  that  fire  heard  the  furf  break  clofe  to 
her,  and  that  there  was  no  ground  with  fifty  fathom 
of  line.  Gur  danger  now  became  prdTing.  We 
were  expofed  to  impending  dcftruftion  while  the 
vefTel  was  in  motion,  and  there  was  no  probability 
of  finding  anchorage  for  her  on  this  coalt. 

In  this  dilemma  the  veficrs  head  was  put  to* 
wards  the  land.  The  weather  happily  continued 
moderate,  and  we  made  a fiiift  to  fteer  clear  of  the 
perils  that  encircled  us,  thougli  not  without  fre- 
quent alarms.  So  defperate  did  our  Jfituation  appeal , 
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fo  few  were  the  chances  of  fafety,  that  about  two 
in  the  morning  I retired  to  my  cabbinj  and  fecured 
what  little  money  and  valuables  I could  conve- 
niently carry  about  me,  I loaded  my  piftols,  and 
took  out  a packet  of  confequcnce  from  my  cheft, 
which  I kept  by  me,  in  expedlation  of  the  veflel’s 
furiking  on  the  rocks.  In  cafe  of  fuch  an  accident, 
we  were  only  to  trull  to  our  boats  for  our  deliver- 
ance. This  we  had  learnt  from  the  captain  and 
officers  of  the  fnow  Aurora,  which  was  wrecked  on 
this  part  of  the  coaft,  not  fix  months  preceding  our 
arrival.  We  met  them  at  Mocha  on  their  return 
to  India;  and  were  advifed  of  the  particulars  of 
their  difafter,  which  doubled  our  apprehenfions  at 
the  prefent  crifis.  The  Aurora  had  been  Handing, 
like  us,  for  the  Arabian  coaft,  and  juft  before  day- 
break, ffie  ftruck,  without  the  lead  warning,  on  a 
funken  rock.  By  the  violence  of  the  wind,  ffie 
was  driven  fo  far  upon  the  rock,  as  to  bulge  her 
bows,  while  at  her  ftern  no  ground  was  to  be  found 
with  ninety  fathom  of  line.  It  was  impoffible  that 
the  veflel  could  hold  long  together  in  this  pofition; 
and  the  captain  and  crew  had  fcarcely  time  to  take 
to  their  boats,  when  ftie  feparated  and  went  down. 
There  was  an  ifland  in  view,  to  which  they  made, 
and  which  would  have  preferved  them  from  ffiip- 
wreck,  had  the  day  broke  but  half  an  hour  fooner. 
But  we  were  at  length  relieved  from  our  perplexity. 
With  conftant  founding  we  hit  upon  a narrow  bank 
in  fifty  fathom,  and  joyfully  dropped  an  anchor  at 
four  in  the  morning.  There  was  no  ground,  how- 
ever. 
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ever,  to  be  found  by  the  boats  that  founded  round 
the  vefifel.  The  bottom  was  rocky;  and  fhould 
the  wind  freflien,  there  was  little  dependance  to 
be  placed  upon  our  anchor.  Our  fatisfadlion  con- 
fequcntly  was  imperfeft  and  precarious. 

The  light,  which  had  been  fo  long  expefled, 
now  dawned,  and  enabled  us  at  leaf!:,  to  difcover 
the  dangers  that  lurked  around  us.  As  the  fun 
rofe  over  the  coaft,  we  plainly  difcerned  the  moun- 
tains of  Arabia ; and  to  the  fplendor  of  that  glo- 
rious luminary,  we  were  once  more  indebted  for 
a gleam  of  hope,  to  revive  our  drooping  fpirits. 
We  haftened  therefore  to  take  advantage  of  this 
intelligence.  We  weighed  our  anchor,  v/ith  as 
much  expedition  as  the  depth  of  water  would  ad- 
mit of,  and  were  rejoiced  to  get  it  fafe  on  board 
again.  Our  courfe  was  ftill  directed  towards  the 
land,  which  was  often  obfcured  by  the  mills  which 
hung  over  it.  About  noon  we  were  clofc  enough 
to  difdnguilh  a large  town,  which,  from  our  charts, 
we  concluded  to  be  Yambo.  To  this  town  we 
attempted  to  get.  After  various  intricate  traverfes, 
as  the  channel  between  the  fands  and  rocks  occa- 
fioned,  we  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbor, 
without  which  there  is  no  ground,  though  the  boats 
founded  at  the  edge  of  the  flroals. 

And  now  did  we  lieartily  congratulate  ourfelves 
on  the  conclufion  of  our  troubles.  We  had  heard 
at  Mocha  of  the  hofpitaliry  of  this  port,  from  the 
very  perfons  who  had  owed  to  the  inhabitants, 
their  life  and  freedom.  Captain  Adams,  and  the 
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furvivors  of  the  fnow  Aurora  before  mentioned,  had 
been  releafed  by  the  governor  of  Yambo  from  the 
hands  of  the  wild  Arabs.  Thefe  banditti  had 
feized  them,  on  their  reaching  the  continent  in 
their  boat,  ftripped  them  of  their  cloaths,  and 
brought  them  here  with  a view  of  felling  them. 
Not  content  with  this  adt  of  humanity,  he  had 
furnifhed  them  with  camels,  and  generoufly  fup- 
plied  them  with  money  and  neceffaries  to  carry 
them  to  Judda,  where  they  were  certain  of  finding 
Englifh  veflels.  Nay,  the  very  commerce  that  is 
carried  on  between  the  Englifh  and  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Judda,  which,  as  well  as  Yambo,  is  fub- 
jeft  to  the  Xerif  of  Mecca,  difpelled  any  doubt 
which  might  arife  concerning  the  good  faith  of 
thefe  people.  We  knew  that  there  were  feveral 
EnglHh  veflels  at  Judda  at  the  very  time.  We 
had  landed  a confiderable  fum  of  money  at  Mo- 
cha, which  was  a prefent  from  the  nabob  of  the 
Carnatic  to  the  temple  of  Mecca;  and  we  doubted 
not  of  meeting  with  the  moft  favorable  treatment 
at  a place,  which  is  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Me- 
dina. How  dim  is  the  perception  of  mortals ! 
What  avails  their  boafted  fagacity  ! Their  funds  of 
lettered  knowledge  ! Their  idle  dreams  of  fecurity  ! 
What  appears  the  mofl;  reconcileable  to  their  judg- 
ment, turns  out  in  the  experiment,  to  have  been 
truflred  without  caufe,  and  embraced  without  the 
evidence  of  conviction  ! 

I have  been  the  more  particular  in  recapitu- 
lating the  circumflancesj  on  which  we  built  a 
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confidence  in  thefe  people,  as  there  are  not  want- 
ing perfons,  idle  and  malicious  enough,  to  condemn 
even  the  Heps,  by  which  their  fellow-creatures 
have  entailed  milery  and  deftru61;ion  upon  them- 
felves.  The  captain  would  have  been  cenfured  for 
bringing  his  veffel  into  an  uncivilized  port,  and  the 
credulity  of  the  paffengers  held  up  in  a ridiculous 
light,  fof  trufting  themfelves  among  a favage  tribe, 
unverfed  in  the  tender  offices  of  humanity,  and  un- 
reftrained  by  the  laws  of  focial  life.  And  to  fuch 
this  recital  will  be  of  ufe.  While  the  generous 
breaft  ffiall  plead  our  caufe,  and  make  allowances 
for  the  frailty  of  our  natures,  thofe  worfe  than 
Arab  fpirits  ffiall  be  robbed  of  the  enjoyment  of 
their  fplsen,  and  of  liberty  to  pafs  fentence  upon 
us,  unheard.  Entangled  in  a chain  of  fands  and 
rocks,  without  a correft  chart  to  direfl  us,  or  a 
feaman  on  board  acquainted  with  the  path  of 
fafety,  there  remained  no  alternative  but  to  enter  a 
port,  that  feemed  to  open  her  friendly  arms  for  our 
relief.  We  were  certain  there  were  pilots  here 
who  could  conduct  us  to  Suez ; and  to  efcape 
ffiipwreck  at  fea,  neceffity  would  have  obliged  us 
to  hazard  daughter  afliore,  even  had  we  not  been 
taught  to  look  for  the  moft  hofpitable  reception. 
It  will  appear  in  the  courfe  of  this  narrative,  that 
had  we  not  confidered  the  veflers  fafety  prior  to 
our  own,  our  lives  had  probably  never  been  en- 
dangered, and  we  had  efcaped  a fund  of  trouble 
and  difqnietude.  But  to  our  ignorance  of  the 
Arabian  policy  mull  our  conduft  be  attributed, 
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and  that  oppofidon,  which  brought  us  to  the  brink 
of  deftrudion. 

As  the  adventures  which  befel  us  in  this  place, 
were  either  immediately  committed  to  paper,  or  as 
foon  as  I could  regain  a communication  with  the 
pen,  I will  beg  leave  to  deviate  from  the  mode 
which  I have  hitherto  obferved,  and  keep  a diary  of 
our  future  tranfadions.  A tale  of  diftrefs  is  not 
only  more  interefting  when  thus  divided,  but  more 
capable  of  fpirit  and  accuracy.  1 afk  not  the  co- 
lors of  fidion  to  heighten  a pidure,  which  cannot 
fail  to  affed,  when  reprefented  by  the  fimplefl: 
touches  of  nature ! 


* WEDNESDAY,  7th  May  1777. 

On  the  afternoon  of  this  day  we  anchored  at  the 
entrance  of  Yambo  harbor.  We  had  fcarcely  taken 
a view  of  the  town  through  our  glalTes,  when  we 
perceived  a boat  rowing  towards  us,  which  brought 
on  board  an  Arab  of  a venerable  and  pleafing  af- 
ped.  His  appearance  befpoke  him  of  no  com- 
mon rank,  and  we  prcfently  found  that  he  was  a 
Shaik,  and  one  of  the  members  of  government. 
This  perfonage  was  charged  with  the  compliments 
of  the  governor,  or  as  he  is  here  ftyled,  the  Vizier 
of  Yambo,  and  his  congratulations  on  our  arrival 
in  a port,  where  we  diould  want  for  nothing  that 
was  in  his  power  to  afford.  Refrefliments  we  were 
in  little  need  of.  But  our  fpirits  were  elated  with 
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the  proffer  of  a pilot,  which  the  vizier  juftly  di- 
vined to  be  the  motive  of  our  errand. 

In  a few  minutes  a fecond  boat  reached  our  vef- 
fel,  from  which  afcended  an  Abyffinian  Have,  hand- 
fomely  cloathed  and  armed  after  the  fafhion  of  the 
country.  He  proved  to  be  one  of  the  vizier’s 
o-uard,  and  came  v/ith  an  invitation  from  his  mafter, 
to  favor  him  with  our  company  on  Ihore.  We 
were  much  taken  with  the  freedom  of  thefe  people’s 
behavior ; and  though  they  acknowledged  to  us, 
that  no  European  veffel  had  put  into  their  port  be- 
fore, we  entertained  no  diftruft  of  their  fincerity, 
and  readily  promifed  to  take  advantage  of  the  vizier’s 
politenefs.  There  were  feveral  of  us  in  the  hiip  who 
talked  the  Moor  language,  and  were  equally 
deceived  by  the  old  fliaik,  who  was  a Patan,  and 
underllood  it  perfectly.  He  converfed  with  fuch 
eafe  and  gravity  of  face,  that  the  eye  of  fufpicion 
might  have  been  lulled  afleep,  and  age  itfelf  re- 
laxed of.its  feverity  of  opinion. 

After  regaling  them  with  coffee  and  tea,  of 
which  they  willingly  partook,  we  difmiffed  them 
with  advice  of  our  intentions  to  go  on  Ihore  in  the 
morning.  The  preliminaries  were  adjufted ; and 
we  agreed  to  falute  the  fort  at  fun-rife,  when  thefe 
meffcngers  promifed  to  come  on  board  for  us. 
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THURSDAY,  8th  May. 

I was  awakened  this  morning  by  the  vefiel’s  fa- 
lute,,  which  was  irregularly  returned  by  the  fort. 
As  foon  as  breakfaft  was  over,  I went  into  the  long- 
boat with  the  captain,  two  fupercargoes,  our  inter- 
preter, and  three  palfengers,  who  are  bound  for 
England  as  well  as  myfelf.  We  were  accompanied 
by  our  fervants  in  a fifher-boat,  and  about  the 
middle  of  the  harbor,  were  met  by  the  old  fhaik, 
the  AbylTinian,  and  others  of  the  vizier’s  train, 
who  had  been  fent  to  condudt  us  afhore.  As  we 
paffed  a decayed  caftle  on  an  angle  of  the  fort, 
a very  laughable  incident  occurred.  A gun  was 
fired  from  thence  to  welcome  us  to  Yambo;  but 
fuch  a quantity  of  rubbifh  fell  down  from  the 
fhock,  and  fuch  a duft  obfcured  the  place,  as  im- 
mediately interrupted  the  falute,  and  induced  the 
garrifon  to  confult  their  own  fafety,  by  an  omif- 
fion  of  the  compliment  intended  us.  Indeed,  fo 
ruinous  an  appearance  did  the  walls  and  buildings 
of  this  town  exhibit,  which  had  not  probably  been 
repaired  fince  the  days  of  Mahomet,  that  our  con- 
tempt of  it  increafed  to  a degree,  that  would  have 
ridiculed  the  idea  of  danger.  At  our  landing 
we  were  met  by  fome  officers  of  the  vizier’s 
houfhold,  and  uffiered  in  great  ftate  to  an  apart- 
ment by  the  fea-fide.  Here  were  affembled  fundry 
of  the  principal  inhabitants,  who  were  feated  on 
carpets,  agreeably  fo  the  oriental  cuftom.  There 
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were  chairs  provided  for  our  reception,  and  we  were 
ferved  with  coffee  and  perfumes. 

After  an  hour’s  delay,  at  which  we  were  fome- 
what  furprized,  but  have  fince  been  able  to  account 
for,  the  vizier  fent  to  acquaint  us  of  his  being 
ready  to  fee  us.  We  were  accordingly  attended 
in  the  fame  manner  as  before,  to  a building  within 
the  fort,  and  introduced  to  this  minifler.  He  re- 
ceived  us  fitting ; it  being  unufual  with  the  Arabs 
to  rife  up,  to  falutc  thofe  of  an  inferior  rank.  We 
advanced  however,  towards  him,  by  the  direflion 
of  our  interpreter ; on  which  he  put  his  right  hand 
to  his  bread:  with  a flight  inclination  of  his  head, 
and  gave  it  to  each  of  us,  as  a token  of  his  amity. 
Of  all  the  Muffulmen  whom  I have  yet  feen,  the 
vizier  of  Yambo  is  the  fairefl.  Without  the  mix- 
ture of  red  and  white,  that  diftinguifhes  Europeans 
from  Afiatics,  his  complexion  did  not  yield  to  any 
of  our  company.  His  eyes  black  and  fparkling; 
his  nofe  aquiline,  and  his  countenance  exprefllve  of 
. great  fweetnefs  and  fenfibility.  He  feemed  to  be 
between  thirty  and  forty  years  of  age,  and  was  not 
the  lead:  embarrafled  by  the  prefence  of  drangers, 
whom  he  only  knew  by  report.  We  had  been  fur- 
prized  at  the  deportment  of  the  vizier’s  fervants 
yederday.  But  that  was  a fcene  of  little  admira- 
tion, when  compared  with  the  audience  we  now 
obtained.  The  impreflion  will  never  be  effaced 
from  my  mind.  The  powers  of  Garrick  would,  if 
poffible,  fall  fhort,  to  fupport  the  countenance  and 
addrefs  of  the  vizier  during  an  interview  of  two 
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hours,  in  which  fuch  complicated  deceit  and  vil- 
lainy were  ufed,  as  throw  the  crooked  politics  of 
Machiavel  far  behind  ! 

After  the  firft  ceremonies  were  over,  and  the 
coffee  and  perfumes  brought  in,  the  vizier  repeated 
his  offers  of  affiflance.  He  profeffed  a great  re- 
Ipefl;  for  the  Englifh  nation,  and  a regard  for  the 
nabob  of  Arcot — in  whofe  fervice  the  captain  had 
declared  himfelf — for  his  generous  attention  to  the 
poor  of  Mecca.  He  flattered  us  with  the  profpe6t 
of  getting  eafily  to  Suez  j and  as  wc  were  in  want 
of  a pilot,  he  fent  for  the  captain  of  the  port,  to  ex- 
amine' him  in  our  prefence,  touching  our  future 
palfage.  Nothing  could  be  more  plaufible  than 
this  behavior.  We  were  profufe  in  our  acknow- 
ledgments of  the  minifter’s  goodnefs,  and  little 
imagined  that  the  man  who  was  fummoned  before 
us,  had  been  tutored  for  the  purpofe,  during  our 
ftay  at  the  fhaik’s  houfe. 

In  a fliort  time  this  officer  appeared,  and  was 
queflioned  by  the  vizier  himfelf  on  the  certainty 
and  length  of  our  voyage  to  Suez.  The  particu- 
lars of  this  converfation  were  conveyed  to  us  by 
our  intei'preter,  who  flood  between  them.  It  had 
long  been  our  fear,  that  the  foutherly  winds  were 
exhaufled,  and  that  the  northerly  monfoon  was 
about  to  fet  in ; which  would  inevitably  prevent 
our  further  progrefs.  And  it  was  on  thefe  points 
that  the  pilot  infilled.  He  expreffed  his  doubts  of 
making  the  paffage,  and  his  apprehenfions  of  en- 
dangering an  Englifh  veffel;  the  confequence  of 
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which  he  could  not  anfwer.  At  length  he  pofi- 
tlvely  declined  the  undertaking,  as  hazardous  and 
impradlicable.  Much  argument  did  the  vizier  ufc 
to  render  him  compliant.  He  threw  out  the  lure 
of  the  reward,  which  his  fuccefs  would  entitle  him 
to;  and  even  affefted  to  be  fhocked  at  his  pre- 
fumption  and  pufillanimity.  He  fubmitted  the 
matter  to  ourfelves,  and  offered,  if  we  pleafed,  to 
fend  the  pilot  in  irons  on  board  our  veffeh  To 
this  violence  it  may  be  fuppoled,  v/e  univerfally 
diffented;  at  the  fame  time  that  we  declared  our 
fenfe  of  this  mark  of  the  minifter’s  friendfliip.  The 
head  pilot  was  therefore  difmiffed,  and  another  fent 
for,  whom  the  vizier  pretended  to  judge  would  be 
more  tradtable.  But  with  him  we  had  no  better 
fuccefs.  He  was  equally  backward  with  the  for- 
mer, to  take  charge  of  the  veffel ; and  after  much 
futile  perfuafion,  the  minifter  turned  round  to  us 
in  feeming  trouble,  and  expreffed  his  regret  at  our 
bad  fortune. 

The  captain  now  totally  abandoned  all  thongh'-s 
of  proceeding  further ; and  was  content  with  the 
promife  of  a pilot  to  carry  him  to  Judda;  the  port 
to  which  the  fhip  was  ordered,  in  cafe  of  the  lofs  of 
her  paffage  to  Suez.  The  travellers  deftined  for 
Europe,  now  preferred  their  petition.  We  re- 
qucfted  a boat,  to  tranfport  us  to  Suez  with  our 
baggage;  and  informed  the  vizier  of  our  being 
feverally  charged  with  packets  for  the  Eaft  India 
Company,  both  from  the  nabob  of  Arcot  and  the 
governor  of  Madras.  To  this  he  gave  a gracious 
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aflent ; and  the  pilot  engaged  to  fit  out  a boat  for 
us  in  five  days.  Nay,  the  price  of  his  trouble  was 
fixed  at  50  dollars,  which  apparently  exceeded  his 
expeftations.  Our  conference  had  been  fpun  out 
to  a great  length,  and  as  our  bufinefs  w'as  dif- 
patched  we  made  a motion  to  retire.  It  was  our 
intention  to  have  repaired  immediately  to  the  vef- 
fel,  where  dinner  was  provided  : but  the  vizier  ac- 
quainted us  at  our  departure,  that  he  had  direfted  re- 
frefhments  to  be  prepared  for  us  at  the  fhaik’s  houfe, 
of  which  he  hoped  we  would  partake.  As  the  day 
was  pretty  far  advanced,  and  we  travellers  were 
anxious  to  adjuft  the  particulars  of  our  voyage  w^ith 
the  pilot,  we  unwittingly  fwallowed  the  bait  which 
was  thrown  out  for  us,  and  returned  with  the  old 
fhaik  to  his  houfe,  little  dreaming  that  it  would  be- 
come the  theatre  of  our  troubles  ! 

On  a candid  review  of  the  foregoing  fcene,  even 
on  the  very  day  it  occurred,  I cannot  charge  my 
memory  with  a fingle  circumftance,  by  which  the 
fmcerity  of  the  vizier  was  liable  to  fufpicion.  So 
well  was  the  plot  laid,  with  fuch  addrefs  did  the 
principal  charafters  condu6l  themfelves,  that  never 
fiflion  fo  happily  afllimed  the  air  of  truth.  The 
fiighteft  alarm  would  probably  have  prevented  the 
confequences  which  enfued,  as  none  of  us  imagine 
the  fhaik  or  his  attendants  were  authorized  to  op- 
pofe  our  departure,  had  we  made  an  effort  to  re- 
gain our  boat,  inftead  of  returning  to  the  houfe  of 
our  conduftor.  But  we  were  lulled  into  a fecurity, 
that  was  particularly  ftrengthened  on  the  part  of  us 

travellers. 


IQ 


LETTER  I. 


33 

travellers,  from  an  information  which  the  vizier 
gave  us.  Two  Englilh  gentlemen  had  been  re- 
commended to  his  good  offices  by  the  Xerif  his 
mailer ; and  he  had  difpatched  them  with  a packet 
to  Suez,  but  a few  days  before  our  arrival.  This 
circumflance  encouraged  our  hopes.  We  con- 
ceived the  packet  to  be  the  fame,  which  a captain 
Dibdin  was  charged  with  from  the  ufurped  admi- 
niftration  at  Madras ; and  we  were  emulous  of  not 
being  outftripped  in  a race,  where  we  contended 
without  reproach. 

We  had  not  been  half  an  hour  at  the  lhaik’s 
houfe,  when  a melTenger  came  to  fummorl  our  in- 
terpreter to  the  vizier’s  prefence.  This  man  was 
an  Arab  by  birth,  and  had  performed  a pilgrimage 
to  Mecca;  an  a6l  of  devotion  which  every  true 
Muffulman  undertakes,  either  in  perfon  or  by 
proxy,  before  he  dies.  From  this  h^  had  obtained 
the  title  of  Hadgy.  He  was  a fhrewd  fenfible 
fellow,  and  proved  of  infinite  fervice  to  us  in  the 
fequel,  by  letting  us  into  the  defigns  of  his  coun- 
trymen. He  returned  after  a fliort  abfence,  with 
evident  marks  of  furprize  in  his  countenance,  which 
foon  communicated  itfelf  to  our  breads,  by  the 
mefiage  he  brought.  It  imported,  that  the  vizier 
could  render  us  no  affiflance,  until  he  received  an 
order  from  the  Xerif  of  Mecca  concerning  us  ; and 
that  it  would  be  advifeable  for  tlie  captain  to  diredl 
the  officer  on  board,  to  bring  the  veffel  into  the 
harbor.  Such  a contradidlion  in  his  condu6l  im- 
mediately opened  our  eyes  to  the  wrong  that  was 
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intended  us  j and  we  began  to  think  of  the  befl: 
method  to  extricate  'oiirfelves  from  the  fnare  we 
had  fallen  into.  A retreat  to  our  boat  naturally 
fuggefted  itfelf:  but  our  deliberations  were  foon 
interrupted,  by  one  of  the  company  obferving  from 
a window,  that  there  was  a guard  upon  the  houfe. 
To  be  certified  of  this,  I walked  through  an  area 
that  led  to  the  gateway,  which  I found  befet  by  a 
troop  of  foldiers.  There  was  now  nothing  left  us, 
but  to  put  the  beft  face  on  the  matter.  We  fent 
the  interpreter  back  to  the  vizier,  with  expoftula- 
tions  on  the  duplicity  of  his  behavior.  We  re- 
minded him  of  our  having  come  alhore  at  his  own 
invitation ; and  that  he  could  not  detain  us,  without 
a violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  of  hofpi- 
tality : for  a regard  to  which  the  Arabs  were  uni- 
verfally  celebrated.  We  demanded,  what  bufi- 
nefs  he  or  his  mafter  could  have  with  a veffel  which 
had  not  entered  their  port,  and  was  in  want  of  no- 
thing but  a pilot,  which  it  was  at  their  option  to 
afford  her.  We  obferved  the  odium  that  would 
attend  fuch  proceedings  towards  the  property  of  a 
prince,  to  whom  the  Xerif  was  fo  much  indebted, 
both  in  refpeft  to  the  commerce  which  he  carried 
.on  with  the  port  of  Judda,  and  the  very  valuable 
prefent  that  our  veflel  had  brought  for  the  temple 
of  Mecca.  Finally,  we  warned  him,  not  to  offer 
any  infult  to  the  Britifh  flag,  which  the  mofl:  bar- 
barous nations  had  been  taught  to  refpedl.  The  in- 
terpreter was  likewife  charged  to  demand  an 
audience  for  the  captain,  that  he  might  argue  the 
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matter  with  the  vizier.  But  this  effort  was  unfuc- 
cefsful.  The  poor  fellow  came  back  with  a long 
face,  and  brought  a ftridl  injunftion  to  the  captain, 
to  order  the  vefTel  into  the  harbor,  and  a defire  that 
we  would  make  ourfelves  eafy,  until  the  orders  re- 
fpedting  us  arrived,  which  would  be  in  fix  days  at 
furtheft.  The  captain’s  fuit  was  declinedj  on  pre- 
tence of  the  vizier’s  being  engaged  with  com- 
pany. 

We  now  confulted  upon  the  fteps  to  be  taken  in 
this  exigency.  Our  jundtion  with  the  fhip  was  in- 
fallibly cut  off.  The  mariners  who  had  been  left 
to  take  care  of  the  boat,  had  by  this  time,  been 
fent  to  the  place  of  our  confinement.  From  them 
we  learnt,  that  our  boat  was  carried  to  an  unknown- 
part,  at  the  moment  of  their  feizure.  Our  own  de- 
tention was  confequently  confirmed,  and  the  efcape 
of  the  vefTel  from  the  hands  of  thefe  robbers — 
for  fuch  we  regarded  them — was  the  point  to  which 
we  turned  our  views.  Indeed,  we  confidered  her 
as  the  anchor  by  which  our  lives  were  held.  It 
was  impofiible  to  anfwer  for  the  forbearance  or 
humanity  of  people,  who  had  broken  through  the 
moft  facred  precept  of  their  religion,  in  their  treat- 
ment of  us,  fhould  they  once  get  the  vefTel  into 
their  pofTefiion,  by  whofe  means  alone  the  circum- 
ftances  of  our  detention  could  be  brought  to  light. 
With  our  concurrence  therefore,  the  captain  wrote 
a pofitive  order  to  his  chief  mate,  to  weigh  or  flip 
his  anchor  with  the  firft  favorable  wind,  make  the 
beft  of  his  way  to  Judda,  and  there  communicate 
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our  ftory  to  the  captains  of  the  Englifh  veflels. 
And  even  this  fcheme  appeared  to  us  by  no  means 
as  fafe  or  feafible.  The  velfel  lay  in  a narrow- 
channel,  with  fhoals  and  breakers  on  each  fide  of 
her ; and  the  northerly  winds  prevailed  the  greateft 
part  of  the  day,  which  obftrudted  her  departure. 
Add  to  this,  that  her  palTage  to  Judda  was  dan- 
gerous without  a pilot ; to  the  chance  of  procuring 
which,  the  officer  mull  have  trufted  to  the  coaft- 
ing  boats.  But  all  obftacles  funk  under  the  pref- 
fure  of  neceffity.  The  captain  and  fupercargoes 
were  more  particularly  Interefted  in  the  prefervation 
of  the  veffel  and  cargo  and  among  the  valuables 
that  the  paffiengers  had  on  board,  I chiefly  confi- 
dered  a packet,  which  a noble  friend*  had  en- 
trufted  to  a fellow-traveller  andmyfelf.  We  were, 
perhaps,  fingular  in  our  concern  for  fome  move- 
able  or  other.  But  we  were  unanimous  in  our  de- 
fire,  that  the  veflel  which  contained  it,  Ihould  get 
beyond  the  reach  of  thefe  fpoilers. 

While  our  interpreter  was  difpatched  with  this 
letter  to  the  vizier,  to  give  a very  oppofite  expla- 
nation of  the  contents,  which  their  utter  ignorance 
of  our  language  enabled  him  to  do  with  fecurity, 
we  fate  down  upon  a carpet,  to  partake  of  a frugal 
meal  which  the  old  fliaik  had  fet  before  us.  It 
confifted  of  flewed  mutton,  garniffied  with  raw 
onions.  Flat  cakes  of  flour  were  our  plates,  and 
our  fingers  flood  us  in  lieu  of  knives  and  forks. 

* The  right  honorable  Lord  Pigot. 
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Notwithftanding  the  agitation  of  our  minds,  and 
this  iinufual  method  of  eating,  we  made  a fhift  to 
clear  the  dilh  in  a few  minutes,  to  the  no  fmall  ad- 
miration of  the  fhaik  and  his  attendants.  The 
natives  of  Arabia  are  very  temperate  in  their  diet ; 
and  though  we  found  that  the  lower  clafs  would 
drink  fpirituous  liquors  to,excefs,  we  have  reafon 
to  believe,  that  the  better  fort  generally  adhere  to 
the  precept  of  the  Alcoran,  which  forbids  the  ufe 
of  them.  Pure  water  is  their  common  draught, 
and  with  this  v/e  were  obliged  to  crown  our 
m.eal. 

Our  watches  had  advifed  us  of  its  being  pad  five 
o’clock,  when  the  interpreter  returned  with  an 
order  to  the  fliaik,  to  fend  a boat  off  with  the 
letter.  It  nbw  occurred  to  us,  that  the  captain 
had  better  proffer  himfelf  to  execute  the  vizier’s 
pleafure.  His  efcape  would  have  proved  an  ad- 
ditional fecurity  to  the  veffel ; and  though  we  al- 
moft  defpaired  of  fuccefs,  we  omitted  not  our  en- 
deavours to  carry  this  point.  The  captain  and  the 
two  fupercargoes  were  feparately  propofed  to  be 
the  bearer  of  the  orders ; but  all  that  we  could  ob- 
tain, in  the  courfe  of  two  hours  folicitation,  was 
leave  for  a fervant  to  go  off  with  the  letter.  It  was 
now  near  eight  o’clock,  and  we  had  the  further  mor- 
tification to  be  kept  in  fufpence  an  hour  longer,  be- 
fore the  boat  was  ready.  We  felt  for  the  fituation 
of  the  officers  on  board,  who  had  expefted  our  re- 
turn to  dinner,  and  had  received  no  intelligence 
from  us  fince  we  had  been  afliore.  We  knew  nut 
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Vvhat  defigns  might  be  concerting  againft  the  veffel 
which  lay  within  half  a mile  of  the  coaft ; and  until 
the  officers  aboard  were  cautioned  of  the  danger, 
our  general  fate  was  undetermined.  Night  had 
thrown  her  fable  curtains  around  us,  and  treachery 
and  ftratagem,  which  fliun  the  light,  might  now  be 
bufy  for  our  deftru6lion.  We  were  entangled  in 
thofe  toils,  with  which  the  dauntlefs  lion  ftruggles 
in  vain.  The  pale  glimmering  of  a lamp  ferved 
juft  to  afford  us  a fight  of  each  other,  and  the  pof- 
ture  of  a part  of  our  guard,  who  had  civilly  in- 
truded themfelves  into  the  room,  where  gentlemen, 
fervants,  and  mariners,  to  the  number  of  twenty, 
were  crouded  together.  The  fea  furrounded  three 
fides  of  our  prifon,  and  the  other  was  fecured  by  a 
ftrong  body,  armed  with  matchlocks,  piftols,  and 
fabres.  Though  it  afterwards  appeared,  that  our 
fituation  could  be  more  alarming  than  at  this  pe- 
riod, I fhould  think  fuch  another  hour  dearly  pur- 
chafed  with  the  wealth  of  the  eaft.  I can  truly 
affirm,  that  when  death  feemed  unavoidable,  when 
the  minifters  of  vengeance  flood  ready  to  perform 
its  mandate,  my  thoughts  were  more  colledled,  and 
my  refolution  more  confirmed.  So  preferable  is 
the  knowledge  of  the  worft  which  can  befall  us,  to 
a ftate  of  uncertainty  ! 

But  our  minds  were  at  length  relieved  by  the 
arrival  of  the  boat,  which  took  our  fervant  from 
the  window  of  our  apartment.  A defperate  fcheme 
now  fuggefted  itfelf  for  our  efcape,  but  was  re- 
jedled,  on  a conviction  of  its  folly.  There  was  a 
2 guard 
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guard  in  the  boat  as  well  as  in  our  room ; and  we 
had  obferved  foldiers  planted  on  the  walls,  as  fpies 
upon  our  motions.  To  have  regained  our  fwords, 
the  only  weapons  we  had  brought  alhore,  we  muft 
have  betrayed  our  delign.  To  make  the  attempt 
unarmed,  would  have  been  worfe  than  madnefs. 
We  therefore  contented  ourfelves  with  adding  ver- 
bal inflru(^ions  to  the  fervant,  for  the  officer’s  po- 
ll tive  departure,  and  prepared  to  take  that  repole, 
which  the  circumftances  we  were  under,  might  al- 
low of.  But  here,  we  reckoned  without  our  holt. 
Sleep  and  we  were  not  fo  near,  as  we  expelled. 
The  boat  had  not  long  left  us,  when  we  obferved 
fome  of  the  domellics  remove  the  carpets,  which 
had  been  fpread  for  cur  beds.  We  had  not  time 
to  indulge  our  conjedlu-'es  on  this  incident,  when 
the  old  ffiaik  appeared,  < and  with  much  apparent 
concern  acquainted  us,  that  it  was  the  vizier’s 
order,  we  Ihould  be  confined  in  an  upper  apart-, 
ment  of  the  houfe  during  the  night.  The  place  to 
which  he  pointed,  was  a tower,  againll  which  our 
very  natures  revolted.  The  order  itfelf  had  a 
black  appearance ; and  though  it  turned  out  to  be 
only  meant  for  the  better  fecuring  our  perfons,  it 
is  no  wonder  that  fome  among  us  ffiould  attribute 
it  to  be  a projedf,  for  the  readier  perpetration  of 
their  villainous  purpofes.  In  ffiort,  it  was  agreed 
upon  to  oppofe  the  execution  of  this  order  to  the 
utmoft  j and  though  actual  refiftance  was  equally 
vain  and  hopelefs,  we  found  the  good  effefls  of  not 
tamely  fubmitting  to  this  indignity.  The  ffiaik 
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was  charged  to  tell  the  vizier,  that  we  would  not 
go  to  the  dungeon  allotted  us,  unlefs  compelled 
by  force  of  arms  ; and  again  to  warn  him  of  treat- 
ing us  harfhly.  And  this  commilTion  was  fo  faith- 
fully executed,  that  in  about  an  hour,  our  carpets 
were  returned  to  us,  and  we  were  delivered  from 
further  perfecution  for  the  prefent. 

Our  fpirits  were  much  raifed  by  the  fuccefs  of  this 
meafure ; and  we  began  to  entertain  hopes  that  no 
violence  was  intended  us.  Our  late  diftrefs  became 
the  fubjedl  of  mirth ; and  we  aflfe6led  to  regret, 
that  our  ftory  would  not  be  enriched  with  the  ad- 
venture of  the  round  tower.  We  betook  ourfelves, 
without  repining,  to  our  humble  lodging  on  the 
ground  ; and  I enjoyed  a very  comfortable  nap 
until  day-break,  although  my  noftrils  were  plen- 
tifully regaled  with  the  fumes  of  tobacco,  from  the 
pipe  of  one  of  our  guard,  who  had  taken  poft  in 
the  feat  of  a window  above  me. 


F R I DAY,  9th  May. 

When  I awoke  this  morning,  I found  our  fer'-. 
vant  had  returned,  with  an  anfwer  from  the  chief 
mate^  which  exprelTed  his  concern  for  our  fituation, 
and  his  intention  to  get  away  with  the  firll:  favor- 
able wind,  agreeably  to  the  captain’s  direftions. 
This  was  very  pleafing  intelligence;  and  we  drank 
the  coffee  which  was  now  brought  us,  without  com- 
plaining of  its  being  unpalatable.  The  Arabs  ne- 
ver 
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ver  adulterate  their  coffee  with  ’ fugar  or  milk. 
Thefe  are  quite  an  European  addition  ; as  is  the 
cafe  likewife  with  refpedl;  to  tea,  which  is  drank 
pure  in  China.  I mufl  acknowledge,  that  I pre- 
fer our  method  of  preparing  thefe  articles  of  lux- 
ury; but  were  we  to  ufe  tea  and  coffee  in  fuch 
quantities  as  the  natives  of  thofe  countries,  we 
Jhould  neither  find  them  pleafant  nor  falutary,  when 
mixed  with  other  ingredients.  There  is  fcarce  an 
hour  paffes  in  the  day,  that  coffee  is  not  ferved  up 
here ; and  their  coloons,  or  j^ipes,  are  never  from 
their  mouths,  but  when  they  are  at  meals  or  afleep. 

Our  attention  was  engaged  the  whole  morning 
towards  our  veffel,  which  we  could  fee  very  plainly 
from  the  windows  of  our  apartment.  The  wind 
began  to  blov/  from  the  northward  according  to 
cuftom,  and  before  noon  encreafed  with  fuch  vio- 
lence, as  not  only  to  cut  off  the  poffibility  of  her 
departure,  but  even  to  alarm  us  for  her  fafety; 
as  fhe  rode  without  the  harbor,  and  lay  expofed  to 
all  the  fury  of  the  fea  and  weather.  W e now  plot- 
ted for  the  recovery  of  our  boat ; the  abfence  of 
which,  with  the  prime  part  of  her  crew,  might  oc- 
cafion  the  lofs  of  the  veffel,  in  cafe  of  her  parting 
her  cable.  For  this  purpofe  we  difjDatched  our 
interpreter  to  the  vizier,  who  was  entrufted  to  ex- 
prefs  to  him  our  doubts  of  the  officer’s  obedience. 
We  remarked  that  the  wind  blew  into  the  harbor, 
and  the  veffel  had  made  no  motion  to  weigh  her 
anchor  and  ftand  in ; and  we  attributed  the  officer’s 
backwardnefs  to  his  entertaining  a notion,  that  the 
orders  which  he  had  received,  had  been  extorted 
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from  us.  As  a means,  therefore,  of  fatisfying  him, 
we  propofed  that  the  vizier  would  permit  our  boat 
and  mariners  to  go  on  board,  with  a fecond  order 
from  the  captain,  and  a declaration  of  our  having 
done  nothing  by  compulHon.  At  the  fame  time 
we  infinuated,  that  the  fight  of  our  boat  and 
people  would  overcome  any  fcruples,  which  the 
officer  might  have  harboured  in  his  breaft. 

The  whole  day  was  fpent  in  this  negotiation, 
and  we  began  to  think  it  would  prove  fruitlefs, 
when  this  crafty  minifter  was  foiled  at  his  own 
weapons,  and  allowed  himfelf  to  be  egregioufly 
duped.  An  Arab  boat  with  a guard,  however, 
was  ordered  to  accompany  ours ; and  the  captain 
wrote  a fecond  letter  to  the  officer,  conjuring  him 
to  depart  by  the  firft  opportunity,  and  to  detain 
the  ffiip’5  boat, ''and  return  our  fervant  on  the  other. 
He  alfo  dire6ted  him  to  appear  enraged  at  the  con- 
tents of  the  letter,  and  to  declare  to  the  Arabs  that 
he  would  fail  at  day- break.  We  took  this  oppor- 
tunity to  fend  on  board  for  a fhift  or  two  of  linen  ; 
a convenience  which  we  had  been  two  days  de- 
barred of,  and  which,  in  other  circumftances,  would 
have  been  fufficiently  diftreffing  in  a warm  cli- 
mate. I had  feveral  valuables  about  me  j but  I 
had  not  a thought  of  preferving  any  thing  from 
pillage,  except  the  pifture  of  a dear  filler,  which  I 
Kad  worn  for  many  years  about  my  neck.  From 
this  bofom-friend  did  I now  refolve  to  part ; and 
the  moll  fenfible  pang  which  I endured  in  our 
captivityj  was  at  the  moment  of  my  delivering  this 
picture  into  the  hands  of  the  fervant,  who  was  go- 
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ing  off  to  the  veffel.  I was  afhamed  of  my  weak- 
nefs,  and  retired  to  a window  in  order  to  conceal  a 
tear,  which  rofe  in  my  own  defpite,  from  the  fountain 
of  affeftion ! 

'We  were  entertained  by  our  hofpitable  lhaik 
with  a dinner,  flmilar  to  that  of  yefterdayj  with 
the  addition  however  of  water-melons,  which  are 
much  larger  and  finer  here  than  in  India.  It  is 
but  doing  him  juftice  to  fay,  that  he  has  behaved 
to  us  with  the  greateft  civility  and  attention  j in- 
fomuch,  that  our  food  is  frequently  ferved  up  with 
his  own  hands.  We  were  inquifitive  about  the 
vizier’s  intentions,  but  could  get  nothing  out  of 
the  old  man,  except  exhortations  to  patience,  and 
hopes  of  a fpeedy  anfwer  from  Mecca.  The  fuf- 
pence  we  live  in,  is  the  greateft  hardftiip  which 
we  labor  under.  In  other  refpefts,  our  fituation 
is  as  comfortable  as  prifoners  could  exped.  Our 
very  guard  are  as  civil  as  their  manners  will  admit 
of ; and  though  their  prefence  is  troublefome 
enough,  we  have  hitherto  met  with  none  of  thole 
infults,  which  the  petty  tyrants  of  our  own  country 
are  fo  apt  to  exercife  over  the  poor  wretches  in 
their  cuftody.  Though  we  have  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  an  arbitrary  government,  we  have  not 
become  the  prey  of  its  fervile  and  unfeeling  inftrii- 
ments. 

About  nine  o’clock  at  night  we  were  advertized 
of  the  return  of  the  Arab  boat,  but  without  our' 
fervant  or  linen  ; the  Arabs  having  been  fo  intimi- 
dated at  the  officer’s  affectation  of  anger,  as  to 
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leave  the  veflel  with  precipitation.  This  news  was 
communicated  to  us  by  our  hofV,  who  feemed  much 
furprized  at  the  prefumption  of  the  officer  towards 
his  captain,  which  he  could  by  no  means  reconcile 
to  his  own  ideas  of  fubordination  to  his  fuperiors. 
Our  only  concern  was  the  want  of  the  linen,  and 
^ fome  liquors  that  we  had  fent  for.  But  we  con- 
foled  ourfelves  with  the  thoughts  of  procuring 
them  in  the  morning  by  fome  accident  or  other ; 
and  in  the  mean  time  compofed  ourfelves  to  reft. 


S AT  U R DAY,  loth  May. 

The  laft  night  was  pafTed  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  firft,  except  that  we  were  lefs  crouded,  by 
the  departure  of  our  boat’s  crew ; a circumftance 
not  immaterial  in  an  hot  climate,  where  our  apart- 
ment did  not  meafure  more  than  fixteen  feet  by  ten. 
I rofe  before  day-break,  and  going  out  on  a fmall 
terrace  bounded  by  the  fea,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
morning  air,  was  furprized  at  the  found  of  female 
voices,  which  feemed  at  no  great  diftance.  I looked 
up,  and  found  it  to  proceed  from  the  windows 
above  me ; the  lattices  of  which  were  now  open, 
and  filled  with  women.  Thefe  were  members  of 
the  old  fliaik’s  family,  and  I little  imagined  that 
we  could  meet  with  fuch  treatment  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  a feraglio.  We  had  accefs  to  but  one 
room  in  this  manfion  j the  upper  part  of  which 
vvas  confeerated  to  beauty,  under  equal  reftraint 
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with  oiirfelves.  Had  we  been  poffefled  of  the  true 
fpirit  of  chivalry,  we  fhould  have  gloried  in  our 
fhte,  that  enabled  us  to  wear  the  fame  chains  that 
enflaved  the  fair ; and,  regardlefs  of  our  own  def- 
tiny,  we  fhould  only  have  refolved  how  to  deliver 
thefe  captive  damfels  from  their  enchanted  caftle. 
But  alas  I there  was  no  Quixote  among  us and 
we  fhall  remain  as  a fignal  inftance  of  the  dege- 
neracy of  thefe  latter  times. 

I liftened  attentively  to  thefe  females,  who  were 
very  earneftly  engaged ; and  though  I am  a ftranger 
to  the  Arabic  language,  I judged  from  the  motions 
which  they  made  ufe  of,  that  we  were  the  fub 
jedls  of  their  difcourfe.  I even  flattered  myfelf, 
that  they  were  touched  with  pity  at  our  fituation, 
from  the  tones  of  their  voices  at  certain  intervals; 
and,  though  the  romantic  notions  I entertain  of 
the  general  tendernefs  and  benevolence  of  wo- 
man-kind, may  have  rendered  me  too  fanguine 
in  this  particular,  I have  not  the  leafl  doubt  but 
they  interefted  themfelves  in  our  fafety,  and  would 
have  contributed  towards  our  efcape.  As  the  light 
dawned  they  found  themfelves  obferved,  and  re- 
tired from  the  windows,  but  not  without  many  re- ' 
fpeftful  obeifances,  and  looks  of  commiferation. 

About  feven  o’clock  the  veflel  fired  a gun 
and  loofed  her  foretopfail,  the  cuftomary  fignals 
for  failing:  and  we  received  a letter  from  the  officer 
to  this  effeft.  This  he  had  fent  by  our  fmall  boat 
with  two  failors,  whom  he  could  well  fpare  to  pro- 
vide for  our  neceflities,  which  were  become  preffing. 
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We  now  got  a meflage  from  the  vizier,  demand- 
ing the  refult  of  the  officer’s  determination.  To 
this  we  replied,  that  he  ftill  denied  the  captain’s 
authority  over  him,  and  was  on  the  point  of  fail- 
ing for  Judda,  with  the  account  of  our  detention. 
Had  this  defign  been  fortunately  executed,  the 
end  which  we  had  in  view,  would  probably  have 
been  anfwered:  for  feeing  his  prey  efcape  him, 
which  was  the  ffiip,.  the  vizier  would,  it  is  to  be 
prefumed,  have  fent  us  after  her  in  our  boat,  as 
lumber  too  unworthy  to  be  withheld. 

By  this  time  the  veflel  was  in  motion.  The 
rocks  had  cut  her  cable  as  her  crew  were  weighing 
her  anchor,  and  fhe  fwung  bodily  towards  a reef  of 
breakers,  before  they  could  bring  her  up  with 
another  anchor.  At  this  moment  we  tailed  the 
bitternefs  of  anguiffi.  We  plainly  faw  the  vellel 
driving  on  dellrutlion,  and  Hood  idle  Ipeftators  of 
a misfortune  beyond  our  power  to  avert.  Our 
captain  himfelf,  a man  of  fkill  and  experience, 
gave  her  up  as  loft  and  we  vented  the  ebullitions 
of  our  rage,  in  impotent  threats,  and  idle  impreca- . 
tions  on  the  author  of  our  diftrefs.  The  horrors 
of  our  fituation  ruffied  at  once  upon  our  minds. 
All  hopes  of  relief  would  periffi  with  the  veflel, 
and  we  be  left  at  the  mercy  of  a race,  the  profelled 
enemies  of  our  religion.  The  fears  of  detec- 
tion might  infpire  them  with  the  worft  defigns  j and 
though  our  lives  might  be  remitted  us,  the  more 
grievous  alternative  of  ’ pining  away  our  days  in 
flavery,  cut  off  from  a communication  with  our 
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friends  and  country,  might  be  our  portion.  Nor 
were  thefe  the  weak  fuggeftions  of  defpair.  Every 
thing  confpired  to  darken  the  profpeft  before  us. 
Our  hoft  and  guard  had  caught  the  alarm,  and 
painted  the  danger  of  the  veffel  in  fuch  ftrong  co- 
lors to  the  vizier,  as  induced  him  to  permit  us  to 
fend  our  boat  to  her  afliftance.  We  gladiy^availed 
ourfelves  of  this  circumftance,  though  the  immedi- 
ate danger  was  over  before  the  boat  reached  the 
velTel,  which  now  rode  at  anchor  within  a fathom 
of  the  rocks.  Had  the  wind  encreafed  as  ufual, 
her  refpite  would  have  been  but  fhort.  But  Pro- 
vidence decreed  otherwife.  The  weather  proved 
fo  moderate  the  whole  day,  as  to  allow  the  officer 
to  warp  her  into  her  old  birth  again. 

While  he  was  employed  in  a talk  that  calmed 
the  perturbation  we  were  under,  we  obferved  a 
ftrange  boat  pafs  near  him,  and  make  towards  the 
town.  At  the  fame  time  we  heard  the  report  of 
mufkets,  but  could  not  diftinguiffi,  whether  it 
came  from  the  veffel  or  the  boat.  We  cannot 
fay  pofitively,  whether  it  was  a fcheme  to  entrap 
us,  or  that  the  vizier  really  fuppofed  our  people 
had  commenced  hoflilities  againft  the  Arabs ; but 
fo  it  was  ; the  boat  had  fcarcely  reached  the  ffiore, 
when  the  vizier  fent  for  our  interpreter,  to  com- 
plain of  the  outrage,  and  to  let  us  know  that  we 
had  no  right  to  expedf  good  treatment  from  him 
hereafter.  It  was  in  vain,  that  we  appealed  to  the 
teftimony  of  the  mafter  of  the  boat,  who  came  to 
us  of  his  own  accord,  and  depofed,  that  our  peo- 
ple 
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pie  had  not  fired  at  him.  That  they  had  only 
brought  him  to,  with  a mufket,  and  offered  him 
money  for  a pilot,  which  he  had  refiifed  them.  A 
formal  demand  was  now  made  of  our  fwords ; and 
we  fufpefted  there  was  fomething  uncommon  in 
agitation,  from  the  whifpers  of  our  guard,  and 
the  frequent  meffengers  that  came  to  and  fro.  One 
of  our  company  obferved  a body  of  foldiers  march- 
ing towards  the  place,  where  our  veffel  lay  j and 
not  a ftone’s  throw  from  'us,  we  faw  them  unlad- 
ing a boat  of  ammunition,  which  they  had  tranf- 
ported  acrofs  an  arm  of  the  fea,  that  runs  into  the 
town  at  high  water.  Thefe  preparations  plainly 
indicated  their  defigns  on  the  veffel,  againft  which 
we  had  previoufly  cautioned  the  officer  to  prepare 
himfelf.  The  Adventure  carried  eight  3-pounders, 
befides  fwivels ; and  we  had  not  the  leaft  doubt  of 
her  repelling  the  whole  of  their  force.  But  we 
were  unacquainted  with  the  policy  of  the  Arabs, 
who  truft  to  craft  for  the  accomplifhment  of  their 
wifhes  j and  only  affed  refolution  when  they  can  do 
it  witli  impunity. 

The  hills  now  re-echoed  with  the  found  of  can- 
non ; which  we  learnt  was  a fummons  to  the  neigh- 
bouring tribes  to  join  the  holy  ftandard,  which  is 
fet  up  in  times  of  danger.  And  this  was  a prelude 
to  a fcene,  that  threatened  to  end  very  tragically. 
W e were  ruminating  on  the  iffue  of  this  extraordi- 
nary adventure,  when  the  Arabian  mufketry  be- 
gan to  play  brifkly  on  the  veffel.  As  a part  of 
the  fort  fkreened  the  aiflion  from  our  view,  we 
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retired  to  the  front  windows  of  our  apartment, 
where  we  could  better  obferve  the  veflel’s  motions, 
I had  Thomfon’s  Seafons  in  my  hand,  and  had, 
inadvertently,  caft  my  eyes  on  the  fublime  hymn 
which  crowns  that  delightful  work,  when  a band  of 
ruffians  rufhed  into  the  room,  and  ranged  them-. 
felves  diredlly  before  us.  Their  appearance  was 
rude,  and  their  countenances  very  different  from 
the  people  we  had  hitherto  converfed  with,  They 
were  of  the  roving  race,  and  promifed  to  prove 
worthy  of  the  dark  purpofe  in  which  they  were  en-^ 
gaged.  The  matches  of  their  pieces  were  lighted, 
and  we  tottered  on  the  brink  of  futurity  ! — ^ 

The  villainy  of  the  Arabs  was  now  apparent. 
They  were  endeavoring  to  provoke  our  mariners 
to  return  their  fire  j and  we  well  knew,  that  the 
death  of  one  Muffulman  is  only  to  be  atoned 
for,  by  the  lives  of  ten  Chriftians.  This  is  a pre» 
cept  of  their  religion.  But  the  officer  on  board, 
had  reflexion  enough  to  confider  his  countrymen 
afhore.  He  felt  for  our  diftrefs,  and  was  fo  cool 
as  to  bear  with  their  repeated  infults  for  the  fpaee 
of  two  hours } although  the  mufket-balls  flew  into 
the  veflel,  and  he  was  continually  urged  by  the 
crew,  to  pour  a broadfide  among  the  troops,  fbme  of 
whom  were  daring  enough  to  wade  into  the  fea, 
within  piflol-fhot  of  the  veffel.  Nay,  we  afterwards 
learnt  our  fituation  had  been  fo  critical,  that  no-? 
thing  but  threats  of  inflant  death,  could  prevent 
the  failors  frpm  taking  to  their  arms  j and  thQ 
officer  was  obliged  to  parade  thq  d^ck  with  a load* 
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edmuiketj  to  mtimijdate  them.  But  it  is  not  ftrange^ 
that  we  fhould  apprehend  other  meafures.  W e knew 
not  what  fteps  they  had  taken,  to  facilitate  the  feizure 
of  the  veflel ; or  how  long  the  forbearance  of  our 
people  would  lafl : ancl  we  expedted  an  engage- 
ment every  naoment,  to  commence  between  her. 
^nd  the  fnore.  At  this  crifis  we  held  a conlulta- 
fion  together,  ancj  it  was  unanimoufly  refolved,  to 
demand  a parley  with  the  vizier,  touching  the. 
delivery  of  the  veflel  irtto  his  hands.  Our  inter- 
preter was  difpatched  to  him,  with  this  mortifying 
concefllon.  The  matter  was  become  too  ferious 
to  be  trifled  with.  We  had  the  evidence  of  our 
own  eyes,  to  defpair  of  the  pofiibility  of  the  veffel’s 
^fcape,  without  a pilot;  nor  could  we  anfwer  for 
the  blood,  which  might  be  fpilled  through  a fruit- 
Icfs  obftinacy.  In  this  awful  interval  I endeavored 
to  colledt  myfelf  fo,  as  to  meet  death  with  a be- 
coming refignation.  I breathed  a prayer  for  the 
welfare  of  my  friends,  and  can  truly  fay,  that  I 
fhould  have  died  in  peace  with  all  mankind.  But 
the  greatefl:  confolation  which  I found  in  this. exi- 
gency, was  derived  from  the  fublime  hymn  that  I 
before  mentioned.  I read  it  over  with  pleaflire, 
and  felt  my  bofom  filled  witli  a prophetic  confi- 
dence from  the  energy  of  the  latter  part ; which  is 
Ib  analogous  to  the  fituation  we  were  in,  that  I 
cannot  refifl:  tranferibing  it,  though  it  is  fo  well 
known  to  perfons  of  tafte. 
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Should  Fate  command  me  to  the  fartheft  verge 
Of  the  green  earthy  to  diftant  barbarous  climes y 
Rivers  unknown  to  Jong-,  where  fir  ft  the  fun 
Gilds  Indian  mountains  y or  his  Jetting  beam 
Flames  on  th'  Atlantic  iftes-,  ’tis  nought  to  met 
Since  God  is  ever  'prcjenty  ever  felty  . - 

In  the  void  wafte  as  in  the  city  full ; 

And  where  Be  vital  breathes  there  muft  be  joy, 

When  evn  at  laft  the  folemn  hour  fhall  come  'y  ' 

And  wing  my  myftk  flight  to  future  worlds y ' 

I cheerful  will  obey  , therCy  with  new  powers y 
Will  riftng  wonders  fing : I cannot  go 
Where  univerfal  love  not  fmiles  aroundy 
Suftaining  all  yon  orbs  and  all  their  fons  j 
From  feeming  evil  ftill  educing  goody  SzcF 

A full  hour  and  more,  did  we  remain  under  the 
alarming  circumftances  I have  defcribed,  before  we 
•obtained  the  ihadow  of  a reprieve.  The  fire  of 
the  mufketr)'  was  ftill  continued  againft  the  veftel  y 
and  the  minifters  of  death  ftood  over  us,  each  feem- 
ing to  have  fingled  out  bis  prey,  in  a fixed  pofture 
.<ind  a mute  referve.  At  length  our  interpreter  re- 
turned from  his  embafty  to  the  vizier.  He  Was  ac- 
companied by  three  Arabians  of  diftindlion,  who 
were  come  to  pledge  their  words  for  the  fafety  of 
uurfelves  and  vefrel.  The  firft  of  thefe,  \vas  the 
general  of  the  troops  at  Yamboj  and  the  other 
•two,  were  the  chiefs  of  the  Arab  tribes,  who  had 
feeen  fummoned  to  the  vizier’s  afTiftance.  A writ- 
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ing  was  drawn  up,  and  figned  by  them ; to  the  ob- 
fervance  of  which  they  fwore  by  their  beards,  the 
mod  folemn  oath  that  a MufTulman  can  take.  The 
captain  was  now  cited  to  the  prefence  of  the  vi- 
zier, to  obtain  a fimilar  obligation  from  him.  He 
ftaid  only  to  drink  a cup  of  coffee ; and  brought 
back  an  handkerchief,  which  he  had  received,  as  a 
token  of  the  minifter’s  fmcerity.  Pledges  of  this 
nature  among  the  Orientals,  amount  to  the  mod 
ferious  engagements.  Whatever  doubts  we  might 
entertain  of  their  value,  this  was  no  feafon  to  ex- 
prefs  them  ; and  we  readily  concurred  in  the  cap- 
tain’s orders  to  the  chief  mate,  to  bring  the  veflel 
into  the  harbor.  We  dated  the  matter  to  him,  and 
furniflied  him  with  the  alTurances  which  had  been 
given  us,  for  our  general  fecurity.  The  captain 
himfelf,  harbored  no  fufj^icions  of  their  intention  to 
> plunder  usj  and  I mud  own  that  I was  of  the 
fame  opinion.  There  was  nothing  very  improba- 
ble in  the  vizier’s  dory,  now  that  we  came  to  a 
right  knowledge  of  it.  This  was  the  fird  Eu- 
ropean vedel  that  had  appeared  on  this  part  of  the 
coadj  and  he  had  written  to  the  Xerif,  to  know 
whether  he  fhould  treat  us  as  friends  or  not.  It  is 
not  impofTible  but  he  confidered  us  as  fpies,  who 
meant  to  pry  into  the  poverty  and  weaknefs  of  the 
country.  Given  to  deceit  himfelf,  he  might  have 
held  our  tale  of  a pilot,  as  fiditious  j and  our  an- 
choring at  the  mouth  of  the  harbor,  as  a fhallow 
artifice,  through  which  he  could  difcern.  I would 
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be  as  charitable  in  my  conclufions,  as  a Chriftian 
ought  to  be,  but  muft  leave  to  the  event,  an  expli- 
cation of  his  conduft. 

The  good  efFefts  of  our  late  compliance  were 
foon  vifible.  The  troops  were  recalled  from  the 
beach,  and  our  tremendous  guefts  withdrawn  from 
our  apartment.  Hope  once  more  dawned  in  our 
bofoms  j and  the  difappointed  looks  of  the  ruf- 
fians, who  retired  without  having  earned  the  wages 
of  iniquity,  left  us  no  room  to  doubt  of  their  inhu- 
man commifTion. 

The  day  was  too  far  advanced  to  think  of  mov- 
ing the  veiTel,  as  the  channel  into  the  harbor  is 
very  narrow.  It  was  therefore  ftipulated,  that  a 
pilot  fhould  go  on  board  at  day-break,  to  fetch  her 
in ; and  that  on  her  coming  to  anchor,  her  great 
and  fmall  guns,  piftols  and  cutlafles,  fliould  be  de- 
livered over  to  the  cuftody  of  an  officer,  whom  the 
vizier  ffiould  appoint  for  that  purpofe.  This  ar- 
ticle was  infilled  upon  by  him,  as  the  only  means  to 
quiet  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants ; who  trembled 
for  the  fafety  of  the  town,  while  the  cannon  were 
on  board  j and  could  not  conquer  their  fears  of 
Europeans,  who  had  arms  of  any  kind  in  their 
polTeffion.  This  ffiew  of  terror  was,  to  be  fure,  a 
tacit  compliment  to  the  European  name ; and  we 
were  at  any  rate  content  to  fubfcribe  to  terms,  by 
which  alone  we  were  permitted  to  return  to  the 
veffel.  The  boundary  was  pafTed  j and  we  had  no 
other  refource,  than  to  confide  in  people  who  held 
us  in  fubjeclion.  We  were  heartily  tired  of  being 
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toopcd  up  in  a prifon,  and  wifhed  to  return  to  the 
vefTel ; where  we  flioiild  at  leaft  be  rid  of  ob- 
fcrvance,  and  live  agreeably  to  our  own  cuftoms, 
although  faddled  with  the  lofs  of  liberty.  We 
fpent  the  evening  far  more  cheerfully-  than  ufual^ 
and  found  the  guard  lefs  watchful  of  our  motions, 
' fince  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty.  Our  hoft  was 
particularly  attentive  to  us ; and  regaled  us,  for  the 
firft  time,  with  a fupper.  This  is  a meal  almoft 
unknown  in  Arabia ; and  was  confidered  by  us  ir^ 
the  light  of  a friendly  banquet.  We  refigned  our- 
felves,  kt  our  cuftomary  hour,  to  our  carpets ; 
where  our  imaginations  were  again  difturbed,  by  a 
review  of  the  unpleafing  fcenes  of  the  foregoing 
day. 


' SUNDAY,  iith  May. 

This  proved  by  far  the  moft  tedious  day  that  we 
had  pafied  in  our  confinement.  We  expecfiied  to 
have  got  on  board  to  dinner,  but  were  prevented 
by  that  indolent  and  perverfe  difpofitidn,  which 
prevails  among  the  Eaftern  nations.  At  eight 
o’clock  the  pilot  weighed  the  vefiel’s  anchor,  and 
before  nine  ihe  brought  up,  within  half  a mile  a- 
breaft  of  the  town.  We  now  received  a vifit  from 
Mr.  Waiters,  the  chief  officer,  and  were  advertifed 
by  him  of  the  particulars  which  I have  before  re- 
cited, refpeding  the  attack  on  the  veflel.  Our 
thanks  were  juilly  due  to  this  gentleman,  on  wkofe 
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Hrmnefs  and  difcretion  our  lives  had  depended; 

and  I embrace  with  pleafure,  this  public  oppbrtd- 
nity  to  declare  our  fenfe  of  his  condudl.  The  cap- 
tain gave  him  an  order,  for  the'  delivery  of  the 
arms  to  the  vizier’s  officer,  who  now  accompanied 
him  in  a boat  to  receive  them.  They  were  landed 
in  great  form.  The  fmall  arms  were  lodged  In  the 
fort,  and  the  eSnhon  Were  mounted  oh  a battery 

oppofite  our  veffiel.  This  was  meant  to  intimi- 

date us ; though  it  was  eafy  to  perceive,  that  a 
Tingle  difeharge  v/ould  reduce  the  wall  to  ruins. 
Our  fwords  were  returned  to  us,  with  a com.pli- 
ment  from  the  vizier;  and  we  were  in  momentary 
expectation  of  permiffion  to  depart.  But  the  little 
philofophy  we  pofleffied,  was  yet  fo  be  eitercifed  ; 
and  happy  v/as  he,  who  could  the  belt  make  a vir- 
tue of  neceffity. 

P’requent  were  the  vifits  of  our  Interpreter  to  the 
minifter  in  the  courfe  of  this  day  : but  ho  audience 
could  he  obtain.  At  noon  he  was  retired  to  his 
haram,  where  it  was  treafon  to  diiturb  him.  Nov/, 
he  was  engaged  at  dinner ; and  now  he  had  com- 
pany with  him.  As  we  faw  every  thing  here 
througli  the  medium  of  difeontent,  w'e  confidered 
thefe  excufes  'as  mere  evafions  of  his  word ; and 
ffiould  he  fail  in  that  part  of  the  treaty,  where  our 
living  on  board  the  veffiel  was  fpecifled,  we  had 
little  reafon  to  expedt  his  fulfilling  the  reft  of  it. 
Nay,  the  word  of  their  former  fears  recurred  to 
Tome  of  our  party;  and  though  1 was  by  this  time 
pretty  well  reconciled  to  the  malice  of  fortune,  and' 
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did  not  torment  myfelf  by  anticipating  evils,  I muft 
confefs,  that  appearances  were  not  much  in  our 
favor*  Our  property,  freedom,  and  lives,  were  in 
the  hands  of  an  imperious  tyrant,  who  had  fecured 
tis  by  treachery,  and  rtlight  only  be  reftrained  by 
fear,  from  falfifying  his  engagements.  - And  to  this 
principle,  by  which  his  tribe  are  generally  actuated 
in  political  concerns,  1 trufted  for  our  deliverance. 
The  fails  of  commerce  are  ever  bufy  in  this  fea, 
and  numbers  of  fmall  veffels  had  arrived  at,  and 
departed  from  this  port,  during  our  fhort  ftay. 
Should  the  vizier  be  inclined  to  keep  the  tranfac- 
tion  a fecret,  his  own  reflexion  muft  fuggeft  to 
him,  that  it  muft  needs  tranfpire  by  a fea-convey- 
ancej  fhould  he  have  influence  enough  to  bar  the 
communication  by  land : and,  whatever  might  be 
the  tale  he  trumped  up  to  deceive  his  mafter,  the 
fa£l  would  at  length  reach  him  in  its  native  colors. 
Such  did  I conceive  to  be  the  point,  which  was 
difcufled  during  this  delay.  I imaged  to  myfelf 
the  minifter,  ftiut  up  with  his  creatures  in  dark 
cabah  and  flattered  myfelf  that  his  intereft  would 
teach  him  for  once,  to  be  honeft.  Nor  was  I dif- 
appointed.  The  captain  was  fummoned  to  the 
prefence  of  the  vizier,  and  returned  with  very  gra- 
cious afturanCes  of  proteftion,  and  a licence  to  re- 
pair to  the  veflel.  In  the  whole  courfe  of  my  life, 
I do  not  recollect  to  have  received  more  accept- 
able tidings.  We  could  not  have  wifhed  for  a 
ftronger  confirmation  of  the  minifter’s  fincerity  j 
and  for  my  own  part,  I felt  a certain  confidence  in 
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the  thoughts  of  being  on  board,  although  we  were 
deftitute  of  arms,  to  protect  us  againft  violence, 
and  there  was  a guard  of  foldiers  to  be  ftationed  in 
the  veffel.  But  fo  preferable  is  the  notion  of  what 
we  term  our  home,  to  that  of  a foreign  place,  that 
even  in  the  midft  of  danger  and  diftrefs,  we  derive 
comfort  from  the  partiality,  and  find  fomething 
therein,  to  flatter  and  to  confole  us. 

The  fun  was  juft  finking  in  the  bofom  of  the 
deep,  when  we  put  off  from  the  Ihore.  We  had 
taken  a very  cordial  leave  of  our  hofpitable  fliaik, 
and  invited  him  to  vifit  us  frequently  on  board, 
when  we  obferved  the  ladies  of  his  family  were  af- 
fembled  to  grace  our  departure.  The  old  man's 
houfe  was  one  of  the  largeft  in  the  town,  and  fur- 
rounded  on  three  fides  by  the  fea : and  the  win- 
dows were  now  crouded  with  females,  who  waved 
to  us  with  their  handkerchiefs,  unperceived  by  thofe 
below.  The  generofity  of  the  fair  fex  might  have 
atoned  for  the  inhumanity  of  the  men  of  Yambo, 
had  we  been  able  to  benefit  by  their  good-will. 
But  what  arms  could  they  afiail  our  perfecutors 
with,  whofe  bofoms  were  proof  to  the  irrefiftible 
violence  of  female  tears  ? and  what  hope  could  we 
derive  from  their  gentle  interpofition  in  a Maho- 
metan region,  where  the  interefts  of  the  heart  are 
at  the  loweft  ebb  ? Still  be  the  tenets  of  this  ab- 
furd  faith  confined  to  defart  climes,  and  an  ig- 
norant race  ! Let  them  expand  themfelves  through 
the  Numidian  wafte,  and  let  the  unlettered  Arab 
cherilh  them  in  his  mind ! Never  will  they  get 
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footing  in  more  enlightened  lands ; never  will  they 
nfurp  the  polifhed  bread:,  which  acknowledges  the 
foft  empire  of  w'omankind,  and  reje<51:s  all  attempts 
to  depreciate  her  worth,  as  the  didates  of  malice, 
folly,  and  pride ! 

The  evening  was  fpent  in  a more  agreeable  mai^- 
ner,  than  we  had  of  late  experienced.  We  en- 
joyed our  own  cuftoms  with  double  fatisfadion, 
fince  we  had  known  the  want  of  them ; and  our 
minds  were  relieved  from  a load  of  fufpence,  with 
which  they  had  been  oppreffed.  We  had  obtained 
the  vizier’s  leave  to  write  to  our  friends  at  Judda; 
and  we  retired  to  our  beds,  with  the  pleafing  ex- 
pedations  of  being  foon  redeemed  from  capti- 
vity, by  the  good  offices  of  our  countrymen  with  the 
T^erif. 


MONDAY,  1 2th  May. 

The  captain  this  morning  wrote  a’  date  of  our 
Cafe  to  captain  Anderfon  j w^ho  he  knew  w^as  at 
Judda,  with  a fhip  in  his  charge,  belonging  to  the 
nabob  of  Arcot.  He  entreated  him  to  reprefent' 
bur  wrongs  to  the  Xerif  of  Mecca,  and  to  demand 
our  immediate  releafe,  under  pain  of  the  refentment 
of  the  Erigliffi.  This  letter  was  fent  to  the  vizier 
by  his  defire,  that  he  might  inclofe  it  in  his  packet. 
To  guard  againft  the  double-dealing  of  a man  fo 
well  known  to  us,  we  had  the  precaution  to  write  a 
duplicate  of  this  letter.  This  was  folded  up,  and' 
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directed  after  the  Arabic  fafhion,  by  oiir  inter- 
preter ; who'  lecrctly  delivered  it  to  a pafTenger  in 
the  boatj  that  w-aited  to  cafiy  the  vizier’s  diipatcfies 
to  Judda. 

I have  faidj  that  there  was  k iliip  St  Judda  i'n  the 
fcrvice  qf  the  nabob  of  Arcdtj  and  that  our  cap-* 
tain  had  thought  proper  to  declare  the  Adventure 
to  be  his  property.  ' It  is  not  to  be  inferred  frorn 
this,  that  the  nabob  is  a maritime  power,  or  is  aim- 
ing to  extend  the  commerce  of  his  fubjedls  by  an 
attention  to  naval  affairs.  The  fadf  quite  the 
reverfe.  The  trade  of  India  wholly  exiils  in  the 
Ipirit  and  induftry  of  the  Englifh,  While  their 
veffels  are  exploring  the  iflands  that  border  on  the 
Pacific  ocean,  and  return  with  a freight  that  renders 
our  fetdements  the  mart  of  Oriental  productions,  a 
fhip  or  two  is  fent  yearly  to  Judda  by  the  nabob  of 
Arcot.  Thefe  veffels,  indeed,  carry  a cargo,  and 
import  in  exchange,  the  products  of  Arabia.  But 
this  is  the  captain’s  care.  The  only  benefit  whicL 
the  nabob  looks  for,  is  the  prayers  of  two  or  three 
hundred  pilgrims,  who  are  tranfported  at  his  ex'- 
pence,  to  perform  their  vows  at  the  mofqiie  of 
Mecca  ! his  fhips  were  fo  crouded  this  feafon  with 
thefe  idle  mendicants,  that  through  the  nabob’s  in- 
tcretl  with  the  owners,  we  had  the  company  of 
above  twenty  of  them  in  our  veffel.  Thi's'w’asan 
honour  v/e  were  by  no  means  ambitious  of ; and 
from  which  we  readily  difengaged  ourfelves  at 
Mocha,  where  they  were  landed  to  profecute  their 
journey  in  the  belt  manner  they  could. 
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The  abufe  of  reafon  in  thefe  ufelefs  undertak- 
ings, is  the  leaft  evil  to  be  complained  of.  They  are 
fiich  an  encouragement  to  idlenefs,  and  fo  deftruc- 
tive  to  the  welfare  of  a country,  where  thoufands 
of  the  inhabitants  are  feduced  from  their  families 
and  habitations  by  a fanatic  call,  that  we  may  con- 
fider  their  toleration  as  one  of  the  ruinous  principles 
of  a Mahometan  government.  We  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  obferving  the  effect,  which  thefe 
pilgrimages  have  upon  the  manners  and  difpofi- 
tions  of  thofe  who  engaged  in  them.  A froward 
fpirit  and  a brutal  behavior,  mark  the  herd  of  thefe 
pilgrims.  And  we  have  been  alTured  from  good 
authority,  that  their  mutinous  deportment  rifes 
foiuetimes  to  fuch  a pitch,  that  the  captains  of  the 
fhips  are  obliged  to  put  them  in  irons,  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  themfelves  and  crew. 

The  occurrences  aboard  the  Adventure  being  as 
unvaried,  as  may  be  imagined  in  a veflcl  at  anchor, 
I will  omit  the  recital  but  of  fuch  days,  as  pro- 
duced any  particular  events  j which  may  be  ufeful 
in  curtailing  a journal  already,  I fear,  too  prolix  to 
cfcape  cenfure.  If  we  were  uneafy  at  the  reftraint 
we  were  under,  we  had  no  reafon  to  complain  of 
fenfual  entertainment  during  the  term  of  our  de- 
tention. We  were  plentifully  fupplied  with  pro- 
vifions  and  vegetables,  at  an  eafy  rate ; and  Api- 
cius  himfelf,  might  have  taken  a voyage  to  the 
Red- Sea,  to  have  feafted  on  the  delicious  fifh  with 
which  the  harbor  of  Yambo  abounds,  without  the 

• leaft 


• > ‘ 

■i  r 

; • 


I*' 


♦ 


r.  ' 


t 


I 


» ^•; 

/ 


I 


>■'. 


• T^\ 


r 


( * 


\ 


I 


'-  :-V  ■ - ' ■'  ••"  ■ 

« , I 


' the  Town 


o£ 


of 


Y 


m 


I A 


A 


B 


n 


A 


^h&  Soundifts;' 

Jfa?'boufi ^4/?^A'n' 
■L.to  Nbrfb  Lat . A 


th 


24 


}^^(:7Atydace'yi(de'?Vy cam^ ^vKib 
A?  Anc/i(rr  . 

fior/cA  dAeA-fOA  u^/m.  c^xr 

j/ie  /le^r  Oz^e  . 

C. c/?^'  ^obnt  /arid ^onv  eidumce,  t/u,  9nn^ 

^■rd  t^ian  //u  , 

D.  /die  fioc/ct!  on  yuducA  oome  (Ae^  tjdra/ra 

^tooftel  t/ierruif/ved  . 

'E  idr ^t/nce  zdiere  Me  dddornAirc  ano/uad 
,uMen  a/u  came  trifo  d&re/mor , 


AiSccde  of/ud/cc^Mile' 


a?y  + 

^ /rater 


STeei/ldd^fn^ 


Jh  dace^.  A 4-  -VOL.I. 


T.JSomei.j-cu^/dT’^.  tyuu  A r /imtav  Jjorte 


letter  I.  6i 

leaft  derogation  to  the  merits  of  the  lamprey  of 
Baiae. 


MONDAY,  19th  May. 

Our  patience  was  pretty  nearly  exhaufted  by  this 
time.  But  on  the  evening  of  this  day,  we  were 
permitted  to  wait  on  the  vizier,  after  many  vain  fo- 
licitations,  to  learn  how  foon  we  might  expedr  our 
releafe : the  time  appointed  by  him  to  obtain  an- 
fwers  from  Mecca,  being  expired. 

We  went  afliore  about  five  o’clock,  and  were  re- 
ceived by  him  in  greater  ftate,  than  at  our  firfl: 
audience.  The  room  was  full  of  armed  men  j and 
we  could  not  but  impute  this  ufelefs  precaution,  to 
the  terrors  of  a bad  confcience,  which  views  every 
thing  with  a fufpicious  eye.  The  evident  altera- 
tion in  the  vizier’s  countenance  and  behavior, 
which  were  now  marked  with  inquietude  and  re- 
ferve,  in  fpite  of  his  efforts  to  conceal  them,  con- 
vinced us  of  his  having  repented  the  ftep  he  had 
taken.  He  made  feveral  enquiries  concerning  the 
power  and  commerce  of  the  Englifh  in  the  Eaft. 
Nor  was  there  occafion  for  our  magnifying  their 
influence,  to  awaken  his  fears.  He  Teemed  very 
attentive  to  the  defcription  of  our  fhips  of  force ; 
and  could  not  help  exprefling  his  furprize,  when 
our  interpreter  told  him,  that  there  were  three  men 
of  war  at  Suez.  As  he  was  in  an  inquifitive  mood, 
we  would  not  mifs  the  opportunity  to  imprefs  him 
2 with 
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with,  fend  meats,  that  might  ferve  to  regulate  his 
future  conclu6t.  But  his  pride  at  length,  got  the 
better  of  his  timidity.  For  in  the,  courfe  of  our 
converfation,  when  the  atlions  of  the  Portugueze 
in  this  fea,  and  their  fettlements  on  this  coaft,  were 
brought  on  the  carpet,  he  informed  us,  that  the 
f\rahian  hidorians  took  notice  of  them  j and  ad- 
ded, with  an  air  of  triumph,  that  the  Portugueze 
were  ejipelled  Arabia  by  the  great  Sultan  Selim. 

We  were  civilly  difinifled  by  the  minifter,  with 
hopes  of  hpurly  intelligence  from  Mecca,  and  an 
invitation  to  take  a view  of  the  town,  if  agreeable 
to  us.  As  there  was  a full  hour  to  fun-fet,  we 
readily  embraced  the  occafion  to  fitisfy  our  cu- 
riofity,  and  to  ufe  a little  exercife,  of  which  we  had 
been  lb  long  deprived.  We  had  an  officer  to  at- 
tend us,  befides  two  foldiers  who  had  accompa- 
nied us  from  the  velTel,  And  we  found  this  guard 
pecelTary,  to  keep  off  the  rabble  that  purfued  us  in 
our  walk.  The  firft  arrival  of  a Cherokee  Indian 
in  Europe,  could  not  have  begotten  half  the  won- 
der tlrat  our  appearance  did  here.  If  the  com- 
monalty of  'Europe  are  not  more  mannerly,  they 
are  at  lead  better  informed  than  the  rude  Arab. 
'Bred  up  in  utter  ignorance  of  other  countries,  and 
bigotted  to  the  prejudices  of  illiberal  do61:rines>  he 
as  at  a lofs  to  account  for  the  production  of  a 
.Chrkljan,  whom  his  religion  te;achesjhim  to  hold  in 
abhorrence  and  contempt.  But  if  the  rough  rninds 
,of  the  men  are  hurried  away  into  thefe  abfurdities, 
I mult  once  oiore  bear  witnefs  to  mpekratipn  of 
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the  Mahoinetan  females,  who  plainly  evinced  to 
us,  that  their  bolbms  were  made  of  “ penetrable 
‘‘  fluff.”  As  we  paffed  through  the  ftreets,  the 
windows  and  terraces  of  the  houfes  were  filled  with 
women,  who  were  infpired  with  no  illaudable  cu- 
riofity  to  behold  the  flrangers.  They  neither 
treated  us  with  fcorn,  nor  followed  us  with  curfes., 
like  the  favage  throng  below  but  by  their  eager.- 
nefs  of  obfervation,  and  attempts  to  engage  our  at; 
tenrion,  betrayed  the  fecret  fymptoms  of  apprqba.T 
tion.  Nay,  the  facred  thirft  of  admiration,  fo  pre- 
dominant in  the  fex,  was  not  quenched  in  their 
breafls.  We  obferved  many  vajls  drop,  as  if  by 
accident,  as  we  paffed  beneath  their  owners  faces, 
which  were  overfpread  with  a vifible  confufion, 
and  verified  the  poet’s  idea  of  Mufidora’s  confola- 
tion  in  her  dlflrefs,  at  being  furprized  in  a naked 
fituation  by  her  lover  : 

" Ev' n a JenJs 

Ofjelf-a'ppro'ving  beauty  Jiole  acrofs 
Her  htijy  thought E 

. Yambo  is  fituated  in  the  latitude  of  24®  10' 
north,  and  is  the  port,  from  which  the  communica-» 
tion  is  more  immediately  carried  on  with  Egypt, 
It  is  the  general  refort  of  all  the  Arabian  velTels 
that  ply  on  this  fea ; and  has  a very  fafe  and  con- 
venient haven  for  their  protetflion,  irt  bad  weather. 
Its  fituation,  behind  an  almoft  uninterrupted  chain 
of  flioals  and  breakers,  may  have  hitherto  fecluded 
it  from  the  knowledge  of  jhuropean  navigators, 
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But  the  charm  is  now  broken  j and  as  fortune  has 
thrown  it  in  our  way,  I have  annexed  a view  of 
Yambo,  with  the  foundings  of  the  harbor,  taken 
from  an  aftual  furvey,  which  Mr.  Walters,  chief 
officer  of  the  Adventure,  permitted  me  to  copy 
from  his  draught.  This  will  not  only  explain  the 
critical  fituation  that  our  veflel  was  in  during  the  at- 
tack, but  may  be  a guide  to  future  mariners,  whofe 
evil  ftars  may  throw  them  on  this  inhofpitable 
fhore. 

The  coaft  here  is  infinitely  more  barren  than  the 
environs  of  Mocha,  the  foil  being  too  ungrateful  to 
produce  even  the  date-tree  or  furze-bufli,  and  is 
throughout  a fhining  expanfe  of  fand.  The  eye 
meets  with  no  interruption,  until  it  reaches  the 
diftant  mountains,  which  bound  the  joylefs  prof- 
pe6t.  But  if  the  beautiful  be  wanting  here,  the 
fublime  exifts  in  no  fmall  degree.  The  mountains 
in  the  more  remote  parts  of  the  world,  feem  parti- 
cularly appointed  by  Providence,  to  be  the  refi- 
denceof  rude  and  ftraggling  nations,  unconnected 
by  the  laws  of  civil  polity,  and  unambitious  of 
rambling  beyond  the  limits  which  nature  has  pre- 
ffiribed  them.  The  coaft  of  Arabia  is  an  evidence 
in  favor  of  this  remark.  The  interior  parts,  from 
one  end  to  the  other,  exhibit  what  Shakefpear  em- 
phatically calls,  “ Heaven-kiffing  hills,”  and  the 
mountains  behind  the  town  of  Yambo,  rival,  in 
height,  the  American  Andees,  or  the  Caucafus  of 
Afia.  This  reftraint,  perhaps,  has  been  the  caufe 
of  as  extraordinary  a revolution  in  the  face  of 
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things,  as  tlie  world  has  feen.  Mahomet  kindled 
the  flame,  that  under  the  Caliphs,  flirred  up  the 
Arabs  to  break  from  their  dark  recelTes.  Like  the 
fearful  eruptions  of  Etna  or  Vefuvius,  they  burft 
upon  the  aftonifhed  nations,  and  fpread  defolation 
far  and  near.  But  the  calamity  is  pall,  though  its 
effefts  ftill  remain : effedtSj  perhaps,  not  unfa- 
lutary  to  the  pofterity  of  the  vanquifhed  countries. 
This  viftbrious  race  are  retired  within  their  bar- 
riers again  ; there  to  prey  upon  each  other,  until 
time  fliall  ripen  them  for  another  grand  event. 


FRIDAY,  23d  May. 

Four  days  are  now  elapfcd  fince  our  vifit  to  the 
vizier,  and  no  intelligence  is  come  from  Mecca. 
The  year  is  nearly  half  expended,  and  we  have  not 
performed  the  half  of  our  journey  to  Europe.  Be- 
fides,  we  have  the  uncomfortable  profpedt  before 
US,  of  being  obliged  to  travel  in  the  heats  of  fum- 
mer  through  Fgypt.  This  idea  was  particularly 
aggravated  by  the  fcorching  wind,  that  blew  to- 
day from  the  land.  It  was  well  for  us,  that  we  had 
been  feafoned  for  this  attack,  by  the  land-winds  fo 
remarkable  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  or  elfe  the 
air  would  have  been  intolerable,  and  our  blood 
been  inflamed  by  the  violence -of  the  heat.  Fe- 
vers would  have  been  no  eligible  companions  to 
conllitutions,  that  had  been  expofed  to  the  effedls 
of  a long  voyage,  and  in  want  of  a furgeon,  to  ad- 
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minifter  relief  to  them.  But  it  pleafed  God,  that 
we  fhould  maintain  our  healths  in  the  midft  of 
our  diftreffes,  and  experience  a fignal  mark  of  his 
protection,  in  the  hands  of  our  enemies. 

To  add  to  the  difagreeablenefs  of  our  fituation, 
our  guard  was  this  day  doubled  upon  the  velTel. 
The  fails  had  been  taken  down  to  be  mended,  on 
her  coming  into  the  harbor ; and  though  the  top- 
malts  were  ftruck,  and  her  yards  lowered  down, 
the  vizier  excepted  at  our  offering  to  replace  the 
fails  on /the  yards.  He  pretended  to  be  appre- 
henfive  of  our  departure,  and  fent  formally  to 
demand  our  fails.  The  captain  was  juftly  nettled 
at  this  melfage,  which  he  could  not  but  confider 
as  a wanton  infult.  He  pointed  out  to  the  vizier’s 
officer,  the  impoffibility  of  the  velfel’s  efcape.  For, 
not  to  mention  the  unprepared  Hate  ffie  was  in, 
the  wind  conftantly  blew  into  the  harbor,  and 
there  was  a neceffity  for  a pilot  to  carry  her  out. 
In  truth,  we  were  as  much  in  their  hands,  as  if  the 
velTel  had  been  drawn  affiore.  The  captain, 
therefore,  defired  him  to  inform  his  mafter,  that 
if  he  wanted  the  fails,  he  muft  fend  people  to  fetcli 
them,  as  he  would  not  voluntarily  give  them  up. 
This  ffiew  of  refolution  proved  a check  on  the 
prefumption  of  this  haughty  baffiaw,  who  withdrew 
his  demand  j but  at  the  fame  time,  contrived  to 
torment  us  with  the  company  of  the  additional 
guard  I have  mentioned. 

The  wind  did  not  lofe  its  rage  when  the  fun 
went  down,  but  was  fo  parching  the  whole  night. 
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AS  to  oblige  me  to  quit  the  deck,  where  I had  takeq 
up  my  lodging  for  the  fake  of  coolnefs,  ever  firice 
our  return  m the  veffel.  But  this,  to  our  great 
)oy,  is  the  only  land-wind  we  felt  herej  which, 
from  its  direction  and  burning  heat,  probably  tra- 
verfed  the  great  defart,  which  extends  from  the 
Red-Sea  to  the  coaft  of  Paleftine,  ere  it  fpent  its 
fury  upon  us, 


SUNDAY,  25th  May, 

Many  camels  have  come  in  from  the  country 
within  thefe  two  days,  but  bring  no  news  for  us. 
Thefe  creatures  are  loaded  wdth  fruit  and  vegetables 
for  the  town ; and  with  fkins  of  water,  which  they 
fetch  from  the  vallies,  for  the  ufe  of  the  inha^ 
bitants,  who  can  procure  no  water  here,  but  what 
the  heavens  fupply  them  with,  It  generally 
about  once  jn  two  years  in  Arabia  Petreaj  and 
then  not  a drop  is  loft,  which  can  be  caught  by 
the  natives  who  live  on  the  fta-coaft,  They  pre- 
ferve  it  very  carefully  in  large  refervoirs,  and  make 
an  article  of  trade  of  it,  which,  however,  is  fold  at 
a moderate  rate.  We  have  drank  nothing  but 
fain-water  ftpce  our  arrival,  and  find  it  very  whole- 
fome  and  palatable;  although  fome  was  brought 
us,  which  the  old  fhaik  declared  to  be  ten  years 
old.  Whether  he  may  have  exaggerated  the  age 
of  it  or  not,  it  is  certain,  that  they  have  little  or  no 
rain  in  this  country.  But  the  want  of  it  is  amply 
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fiipplied  by  the  heavy  dews  that  fall  at  night,  and 
make  the  ground  appear  as  if  moiftened  by  a 
Ihower.  Thus  is  the  vegetable  brought  to  per- 
fection, thus  are  the  trees  fupplied  with  never- 
failing  fruit,  and  the  vallies  covered  with  eternal 
green. 

A caravan  arrived  this  forenoon  from  Medina, 
which  is  but  two  days  journey  from  hence.  This 
was  the  firft  I had  feen,  and  though  it  confided 
but  of  4 or  500  camels,  I mull:  confefs  myfelf  to 
have  been  much  flruck  with  the  grandeur  and  no- 
velty of  the  fight.  We  difcerned  it  from  afar, 
moving  onwards  with  a quick  though  folemn  pace, 
and  as  it  pafled  near  the  beach,  we  could  dif- 
tinguilh  with  our  glafles  the  economy  of  the  whole. 
The  major  part  of  the  camels  were  loaded  with 
merchandize,  and  the  reft  carried  the  travellers 
and  the  principal  camel-drivers.  The  fun  was  in 
his  meridian,  and  not  a cloud  obfcured  the  heavens, 
nor  a breath  difturbed  the  furface  of  the  deep. 
The  natives  were  retired  to  the  inmoft  receffes  of 
their  habitations,  and  not  a beaft  was  feen  abroad, 
fave  the  patient  camel,  that  now  braved  the  fiery 
ray,  and  marched  with  fteady  fteps,  beneath  the 
united  preflure  of  hunger,  third,  and  heat ! While 
the  wooden  bark  ploughs  the  deep,  and  wafts  from 
Ihore  to  Ihore  the  produce  of  each  clime,  this  liv- 
ing velTel  traverfes  the  pathlefs  wade,  fraught  with 
the  precious  treafures  of  the  Eaft.  A caravan  of 
camels  exploring  the  wilds  of  Arabia,  with  nothing 
ia  view  but  fand  and  fky,  and  conduced  by  the 
. planets 
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planets  to  its  defired  haven,  may  well  be  likened 
to  a fleet  of  veflcls,  which  are  not  more  ufeful  in 
their  way,  or  wonderful  in  their  ftrudture.  As 
the  fliip  alone  can  outlive  the  Teas,  in  which  the 
weaker  boat  mufl:  perifli,  fo  is  the  camel  peculiarly 
adapted  to  a region,  in  which  no  other  clafs  of 
beafts  could  bear  fatigue.  He  too  experiences  the 
chance  of  fublunary  things.  What  avail  his 
mighty  ftrength,  his  dauntlefs  heart,  when  the 
whirlwind  rages,  and  overwhelms  him  v/ith  the  vio- 
lence, that  is  fatal  to  the  towering  and  thick- 
ribbed  bark  ? 

Our  expe6lations  were  wouiid  up  to  the  highefl; 
pitch  this  evening,  by  the  return  of  the  boat  which 
carried  our  packet  to  Judda.  But  thele  were  loon 
et  down  by  the  information  of  our  interpreter, 
whom  we  had  fent  to  the  vizier  to  learn  the  news. 
The  boat  he  found  had  not  waited  for  anfwers ; 
3ut  we  had  reafon  to  expedt  them  before  now  by 
and.  The  return  of  the  boat  in  fo  fhort  a time, 
ras  however  a matter  of  confolation,  as  it  evinced 
he  poflability  of  our  getting  to  Suez,  though  the 
'ind  is  contrary  for  the  greatefl:  part  of  the  day. 


TUESDAY,  27th  May. 

We  obferved  two  camels  travelling  with  un- 
'tnmon  expedition  towards  the  town,  yefterday 
cning,  and  flattered  ourfelves  with  the  thoughts 
their  bringing  our  difpatches.  Nor  were  we 
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deceived.  The  vizier  fent  for  our  interpreter,  to 
acquaint  us,  of  his  having  juft  received  orders  con- 
cerning us,  which  he  would  communicate  in  the 
morning.  This  fliort  delay -vVas  mortifying  enough, 
but  we  had  long  learnt  to  have  recourfe  to  patienccj 
as  the  only  remedy  in  oUr  prefent  fituation. 

The  craft  and  deceit  of  thefe  people  are  equally 
great  and  inexplicable.  To  lye  for  the  fake  of 
falfehood,  and  to  overreach  in  matters  of  no  mo- 
ment, are  paradoxes  peculiar  to  the  Arabians. 
Were  the  enthufiafts  in  vice  to  think,  that,  like 
virtue,  it  is  its  own  reward,  the  conduct  of  the  vi- 
zier would  not  need  a comment.  But,  why  he 
fhould  conceal  orders  which  he  muft  fubmiflively 
obey,  or  trifle  with  our  anxiety  when  we  are  at 
his  mercy,  is  beyond  the  reach  of  thought  to  fa- 
thom. We  waited  this  whole  morning  in  expedla- 
tion  of  a fummons,  according  to  his  voluntary  pro- 
mife.  Difappointed  in  this,  we  fent  our  inter- 
preter to  befiege  his  gate  in  the  afternoon,  who  at 
dufk,  returned  with  an  appointment  for  an  audience 
the  next  morning,  but  with  no  manner  of  apology 
from  the  tninifter,  for  his  extraordinary  behavior.  We 
bore  the  flight  with  a good  grace;  and  in  the  height 
of  our  charitable  fuggeftions,  framed  excufes  for 
his  negle6t,  and  were  fanguine  enough  to  believe, 
that  the  morrow  would  put  an  end  to  our  fufpence. 
But  we  knew  not  the  race  we  had  flumbled  upon. 
Olir  dealings  had  been  hitherto  confined  to  people, 
who  have  fettled  principles  of  action : and,  whether 
furred  on  by  intereft,  or  guided  by  fear,  we  were; 
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fenfible  of  what  we  had  to  expefl  from  the  natives 
of  India,  But  here  judgment  is  at  a Hand.  No 
penetration  can  unravel  the  mazes  of  inconfiftency, 
no  reflexion  account  for  the  Hidden  Harts  of  barba- 
rous pride ! 


WEDNESDAY,  28th  May. 

This  day  was  paflTed,  like  the  foregoing,  in  vain 
applications  and  Idle  repinings.  Nay,  the  infult 
was  aggravated,  by  the  vizier’s  refufmg  even  to  fee 
our  interpreter.  — He  endeavored,  it  is  true,  to 
fweeten  the  bitter  potion,  by  pleading  buHnefs  as 
the  reafon.  But  we  were  by  this  time,  too  well 
convinced  of  his  infincerity,  to  fwallow  the  excufe 
with  our  ufual  facility.  Our  Hate  was  now  more 
deplorable  than  ever.  The  arrival  of  a difpatch 
from  Mecca,  had  produced  nothing  in  our  favor  j 
and  we  beheld  the  period  which  we  had  alTigned  to 
our  detention,  efcape,  without  difclofing  the  fainteH 
gleam  of  hope. 

If  fuch  were  the  clouds  which  obfeured  our  im- 
mediate profpeCt,  how  were  our  imaginations  fitted 
to  encounter  the  feene  which  approached ; worked 
up  as  they  had  been  by  a feries  of  complicated  vil- 
lainy, to  apprehend  the  utmoH  malice  of  mankind! 
We  had  Hipped  as  ufual,  and  fome  of  our  com- 
pany were  retired  to  their  cabbins,  when  a report 
was  made  to  the  officer  upon  watch,  that  there  was 
a boat  along-fide  of  the  vefTel.  I happened  to  be 
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on  the  quarter-deck,  and  was  ruminating  on  the 
ftrangenefs  of  the  circumftance  at  fo  late  an  hour, 
when  feveral  armed  men  approached  us  without 
ceremony,  and  immediately  joined  their  comrades, 
who  commonly  mounted  guard  on  the  aftermofl 
part  of  the  deck.  Their  appearance  was  as  much 
a matter  of  furprize  to  our  ftated  guard,  as  to  our- 
felves.  And  all  we  could  gather  from  them,  by 
dint  of  repeated  inquiry,  was,  that  they  had  orders 
to  remain  on  board  the  veflel  until  day-break. 

It  is  generally  allowed,  that  an  air  of  myllery 
renders  the  moft  trivial  incident  of  confequence,  as 
every  objedl  looks  larger,  that  is  feen  through  a 
inift.  At  this  moment  the  alarm  was  given,  that 
there  was  a guard-boat  on  each  bow ; whereas, 
we  had  heretofore  had  the  company  but  of  one. 
Wearied  out  with  a fuccefiion  of  difappointments, 
and  imprelTed  with  the  moft  unfavorable  ideas  of 
the  people  we  were  among,  it  is  no  wonder  that 
we  gave  way  to  conjedlures,  by  no  means  to  the 
honor  of  the  vizier’s  principles.  We  had  too  great 
confidence  in  the  commercial  conneflions  between 
the  Englifti  and  the  Xerif,  to  fufpedl:  that  any  harm 
would  befall  us  by  his  directions.  But  on  the 
other  hand,  the  minifter  might  be  endeavoring  to 
foment  the  prefent  difrerence.  This  was  the  deepeft 
ftroke  we  had  experienced  in  the  defperate  game 
which  he  had  been  playing,  and  was  not  to  be 
folved  by  any  maxims  of  policy.  His  intents  were 
evidently  deep  and  unfriendly;  but  the  hue  of 
thern  was  not  clearly  to  be  difeerned.  Had  they 
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been  murderous,  there  was  no  occafion  for  the  farce 
which  he  had  been  playing.  For,  what  rational 
creature  is  fo  abandoned  to  humanity,  as  wan- 
tonly to  deftroy  thofe  who  have  never  offended  him, 
or  lengthen  mifery,  which  it  is  his  intereft  to 
fhorten  ? our  lives  and  property  had  been  long 
at  his  difpofil ; and  it  was  not  reafonable  to  ima- 
gine, that  he  would  delay  the  fentence  which  would 
fecure  the  prize,  had  he  authority  or  inclination 
to  execute  it.  We  had  been  witneffes  to  fo  many 
inftances  of  his  folly  and  caprice,  that  it  was  not 
improbable,  but  this  adventure  would  terminate 
without  prejudice  to  us.  But  it  muff  be  con- 
feffed,  that  no  little  fhare  of  refolution  is  necef- 
fary  for  the  fupport  of  fuch  argument,  where  rea- 
fon  is  too  weak  to  oppofe  the  evidence  of  our  fenfes, 
and  reflexion  is  loft  in  the  tumult  of  the  feene  before 
us.  Our  minds  by  degrees  refumed  their  wonted 
calm,  and  we  retired  to  reft,  with  no  other  fafe- 
guard  but  the  eye  of  a beneficent  God,  without 
whofe  regard  there  is  no  protection  for  the  fleeping 
monarch,  furrounded  by  his  guards. 


THURSDAY,  29th  May. 

The  dawn  of  day  delivered  us  from  thefe  unwel- 
come guefts,  conformably  to  their  report  j and  the 
vizier,  afhamed,  as  we  fuppofe,  of  the  tran!'a6tion, 
had  the  grace  to  pretend  an  utter  ignorance  of  it. 
On  our  remonftrating  againft  the  violation  of  the 
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compaft  between  ns,  he  laid  the  blame  on  the  ge- 
neral of  the  troops,  who  had  committed  fome  mif- 
take  in  ifliiing  orders  relative  to  the  veflel.  This 
proof  of  his  being  yet  fenfible  of  fliame,  gave  us 
hopes  of  an  amendment  in  his  behavior,  and  en- 
couraged the  captain  to  prefs  the  vizier  for  ano- 
ther interview  for  himfelf  only,  which  he  now  con- 
defcended  to  grant.  Though  produftive  of  no  real 
advantage,  we  derived  great  confolation  from  it, 
as  the  captain  fairly  extorted  from  him  the  reafon 
of  his  late  referve.  He  acknowledged,  that  his 
inftruddions  concerning  us  were  come  •,  but  that 
nothing  could  be  done  in  the  affair,  until  the 
arrival  of  the  Shawbunder,  or  captain  of  tlie  port 
of  Judda,  whom  the  Xerif  had  ordered  to  Yambo, 
to  adjuft  the  terms  of  our  departure.  We  had  long 
fufpefled,  that  the  vizier’s  defigns  were  to  extort 
heavy  duties  from  the  vefTel ; and  were  pleafed  to 
hear,  that  thofe  duties  were  to  be  regulated  by  the 
port  of  Judda;  which,  though  unreafonable  enough, 
will  certainly  come  more  within  the  bounds  of 
equity  and  juftice,  than  the  confcience  of  this  Arab 
might  have  demanded. 

As  the  name  of  the  Xerif  of  Mecca  fo  often  oc- 
curs in  this  narrative,  and  as  his  power  and  influ- 
ence ought  properly  to  be  afeertained,  for  the  elu- 
cidation of  the  part  he  bore  in  our  detention,  I will 
endeavor  to  throw  fuch  light  upon  them,  as  op- 
portunity and  inquiry  have  afforded  me. 

The  Xerif  of  Mecca  is,  in  moil  refpefts,  on  the 
footing  of  the  Pope  in  the  earlier  days  of  Chrifti- 
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anity.  He  is  fovereign  Pontiff  of  the  Mahometan 
church,  and  a temporal  as  well  as  fpiritual  prince. 
Since  the  extindion  of  the  Caliphs,  Vv'hofe  apparent 
fucceffor  he  is,  he  holds  his  dominions  as  fiefs  to 
the  Turk ; and  is  more  indebted  to  the  zeal  of  fu- 
perftition  than  to  the  terror  of  his  arms,  fer  the 
fupport  of  his  dignity.  A prodigious  decline  in- 
deed, from  the  importance  of  thofe  Caliphs,  who 
reigned  the  mailers  of  the  Eallcrn  world,  and  fiiook 
the  neighboring  kingdoms  of  the  north  with  dire 
difmay ! But  fiirunk  as  he  is  within  the  limits  of  a 
province,  where  the  Mahometan  greatnefs  firft  ori- 
ginated, the  Xerif,  in  two  Inllances,  exceeds  the 
Popes  in  the  fulleft  plenitude  of  their  power.  His 
honors  are  hereditary ; to  poffefs  which,  he  muff 
prove  his  defeent  from  the  Prophet : and  the  extent 
of  his  influence  reaches  as  far  beyond  that  of  the 
Popes,  as  the  perfuafion  of  Mahomet  beyond  the 
Papal  tenets.  The  remoteft  corners  of  the  Eaft 
pay  homage  to  his  title.  Numerous  arc  the  pil- 
grims that  come  from  Teflis  or  Mefopotamia,  to 
add  their  mite  to  the  treafures  of  Medina’s  tem- 
ple j while  the  fubahs  of  Ind,  and  the  fultans  of  the 
Spicy  Ifies,  fiiil  not  to  fend  their  annual  offerings 
to  the  Prophet’s  fiirine.  The  large  fum  of  money 
which  our  veffel  brought  for  the  fervice  of  the 
Mofque,  as  a peace-offering  from  the  nabob  of 
Arcot,  on  the  deceafe  of  his  daughter,  is  a cor- 
roborating evidence  of  the  enthufiafm  of  Mufful- 
men.  It  amounted  to  one  lack  and  an  half  of  ru- 
pees, which  is  near  20,000  fterling,  and  was  the 
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gift  of  a prince,  whom  the  world  need  not  be  told 
is  fo  involved  in  debt',  as  not  to  require  this  drain 
to  exhauft  his  mortgaged  revenues. 

The  territories  of  the  Xerif  lie  in  the  heart  of 
Arabia,  and  are  about  three  hundred  miles  long 
and  one  hundred  broad.  Befides  the  cities  of 
Mecca  and  Medina,  to  which  tlie  caravans  annu- 
ally bring  the  produce  of  diftant  countries,  his  re- 
venues are  confiderably  augmented  by  the  com- 
merce, that  is  carried  on  with  his  ports  of  Yambo 
and  Judda,  by  the  veffels  of  Africa  and  India. 
Whatever  fandlity  he  may  pretend  to,  or  Indiffe- 
rence to  the  concerns  of  this  world,  like  other  hy- 
pocrites in  religion,  he  prefers  his  own  interefl;  to 
that  of  his  Maker ; and  ufes  his  name  as  an  in- 
ftrument,  to  advance  his  own  dignity  and  riches. 
The  caravans,  which  profeflTedly  fet  out  on  a pious 
journey  to  Mecca,  are  more  encouraged  by  this 
Pontiff  for  the  fake  of  his  own  glory,  than  that  of 
the  Prophet ; as  the  valuable  goods  they  convey, 
and  the  high  duties  impofed  upon  the  deluded 
merchants,  fufiiciently  attefl.  But  what  perfuafion 
is  there  am.ong  the  frail  race  of  mankind,  v/hich  is 
not  open  to  perverfion,  and  liable  to  be  difgraced 
by  abfurd  rites,  and  idle  ceremonies  ? the  divine 
purity  of  the  Chriftian  religion  could  not  preferve 
its  ftream  from  being  tainted,  by  the  machinations 
of  prieftcraft,  and  the  intemperance  of  zeal.  Nor 
is  there  much  difference  in  the  folly  of  the  belief, 
that  founds  falvatlon  on  a pilgrimage  to  the  temple 
of  Mecca,  or  to  the  houfe  of  my  lady  of  Loretto ! 

But 
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But  in  the  vortex  of  this  zeal  and  fuperftition, 
the  private  intereils  of  mankind,  every  where 
equally  active  and  powerful,  have  not  been  wanting 
to  refill  the  impulfe,  and  to  turn  it  to  their  own  ad- 
vantao^e.  If  the  city  of  Rome  has  more  than  once 
exhibited  the  fpeftacle  of  a degraded  Pontiff,  and 
an  ele6lion  of  the  fucceffor  of  St.  Peter,  carried  by 
fire  and  fword  j if  two  vicars  of  God,  as  they  are 
{tiled  by  the  Papal  church,  have  exifced,  and  been 
obeyed  at  the  fame  time;  will  it  excite  oiirfurprize 
to  learn,  that  a revolution  took  place  but  a few 
years  ago  in  the  principality  of  Mecca?  The  fa- 
mous Ali  Bey  planned  the  conqueft  of  Arabia,  in 
order  to  enfure  to  the  government  of  Egypt,  of 
which  he  was  the  chief,  the  free  commerce  of  the 
Red  Sea,  and  the  coafts  of  India.  This  plan,  as 
well  conduced  as  bold  in  its  idea,  w’as  terminated 
in  1770  with  the  redu6lion  of  Mecca,  and  the  ex- 
pulfion  of  the  reigning  Xerif.  A creature  of  Ali 
Bey  was  invefted  in  his  place  whth  the  facred  dig- 
nity } and  the  event  promifed  to  the  conqueror  the 
quiet  poffeffion  of  the  advantages  he  had  in  view. 
But  his  forefight  and  greatnels  of  mind,  ferved  only 
to  embitter  the  reverfes  of  fortune,  w'hich  fo  ftrongly 
marked  the  life  of  Ali  Bey.  Betrayed,  and  over- 
come at  length,  by  the  very  dependant  (Aben 
Dahab)  who  had  carried  his  vidlorious  arms  into 
Arabia,  he  lived  to  fee  his  new  Xerif  driven  from 
his  ufurped  dignity,  and  implore  his  relief,  when  he 
was  unable  to  maintain  his  own  footing  in  the  un- 
grateful and  undeferving  kingdom  of  Egypt. 
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The  prefent  Xerif  is  a youth  under  twenty  years 
of  age,  and,  what  is  remarkable  on  account  of  his 
family,  he  is  as  black  as  a negro.  He  has  been 
feen  by  fome  of  our  countrymen,  but  this  is  not 
a common  diing,  as  he  feldom  ftirs  from  Mecca, 
to  the  neighborhood  of  which  place,  and  Medina, 
no  approach  is  allowed  to  Chriftians.  Nay,  to 
fuch  a degree  has  their  contempt  of  us  arifen,  that 
neither  at  Mocha,  Judda,  nor  Yambo,  will  they 
fufFer  a Chriftian  to  go  out  at  the  gate,  which  looks 
towards  Mecca.  One  of  his  Majefty’s  frigates  was 
at  Judda  laft  year,  to  fettle  fome  articles  of  trade 
between  the  different  nations  ; when  the  Xerif  him- 
felf  made  an  excurfion  to  Judda,  on  purpofe  to  pay 
a compliment  to  the  Britifh  flag.  He  went  on 
board  the  frigate ; and,  to  teftify  his  fatisfa6tion  at 
the  aftivity  of  the  bailors,  and  the  difcipline  of  the 
marines,  he  left  a very  princely  gratuity  to  be  dif- 
tributed  among  them.  On  this  appearance  of 
good-will  in  the  Xerif  towards  the  Englifh,  we  rely 
for  redrefs  ir^  the  injury  we  have  received  j though 
the  courfe  of  juftice  may  be  delayed,  by  the  mifre- 
prefentations  of  the  knave,  into  whofe  clutches  we 
have  unfortunately  fallen. 


SATURDAY,  31ft  Mav, 

This  morning  we  were  delighted  with  the  fight 
of  two  boats  to  the  fouthward.  As  they  came  into 
the  harbor,  we  learnt  from  our  guard,  that  the 
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fhawbunder  of  Judda  was  in  the  foremofl.  But 
this  funfhine  was  foon  clouded  by  a meffage  from 
the  fhore,  which  advifed  us  that  the  perfon  we  ex- 
pected, was  in  a boat  behind.  We,  who  were 
bound  for  Europe,  thought  this  a good  opportu- 
nity to  folicit  the  vizier  for  our  departure  to  Suez, 
which  he  might,  on  certain  conditions,  wifh  to 
grant  us,  before  the  arrival  of  another  officer  to 
ffiare  in  the  profit,  which  he  evidently  meant  to 
make  of  us.  With  his  permiffion,  therefore,  my 
three  fellow-travellers  and  myfelf  paid  him  a vifit 
in  the  afternoon,  when  we  were  received  with  his 
wonted  politenefs!  We  prefifed  him  for  the  imme- 
diate provifion  of  a boat,  but  he  pretended  that 
nothing  could  be  done  until  the  ffiawbunder’s  ar- 
rival, except  the  order  for  a boat  to  be  ready  at 
a minute’s  warning.  He  concluded  this  afilirancc 
with  a caution  againfl  the  impofitions  of  his  people, 
and  a requeft  not  to  give  any  prefents,  but  to  fuch 
as  came  exprefsly  by  his  order.  This  was  too  plain 
to  be  mifunderftood ; and  after  our  return  to  the 
vefiel,  we  judged  it  expedient  to  tender  this  minif- 
ter  a bribe.  We  found  from  long  experience,  that 
he  was  not  to  be  moved  by  the  force  of  words,  and 
accordingly  prepared  a prefent,  wherewith  to  melt 
his  unrelenting  breaft.  It  confifted  of  a diamond- 
ring, a fine  fhaul,  and  a piece  of  gold  fluff  for  a 
drefs ; and  was  an  offering,  rather  extorted  by  ne- 
ceffity,  than  fuitable  to  the  characters  which  we  af- 
fumed.  This  we  fent  him  by  our  interpreter,  and 
had  the  pleafure  to  learn  that  it  was  gracioufly  re- 
ceived. 
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ceived.  AVe  met  in  return,  with  a repetition  cf 
thofe  aflurances  of  his  protedlion,  which  he  had  be- 
fore laviflied  upon  us. 

I cannot  help  relating  here  a curious  circumftance 
of  the  divers  of  Arabia,  whofe  fldll  exceeds  that  of 
any  others  which  I have  read  of.  The  mafter  of  a 
boat,  which  was  juft  returned  from  Tor,  offered  to 
recover  the  anchor,  which  I mentioned  to  have  been 
loft  by  our  veftel,  while  flie  was  at  the  entrance  of 
the  harbor.  As  it  lay  in  fixteen  fathom  water,  the 
captain  gave  little  credit  to  the  fellow’s  pretenfions, 
but  was  willing  to  try  the  experiment,  as  much 
from  a motive  of  curiofity  as  any  other.  The  di- 
ver was  to  earn  but  a third  of  the  fixed  reward, 
fliould  his  attempts  mifearry.  He  brought  his 
boat  to  the  veffel  to-day,  and  accompanied  our 
long-boat,  with  an  officer  on  board,  to  the  mouth 
of  the  harbor.  And  from  this  officer  I had  the  fol- 
lowing particulars. 

When  they  came  to  the  fuppofed  place,  the  diver 
went  down  in  fixteen  fathoms,  with  no  other  pre- 
paration than  a weight  to  his  feet,  and  a piece  of 
wood  on  his  noftrils,  to  prevent  his  fetching  his 
breath  in  the  water.  There  was  a rope  faftened  to 
his  arm,  by  which  he  gave  notice  when  he  wanted 
to  be  drawn  up.  At  the  fignal  made,  he  was  run 
up  by  his  comrades  with  amazing  celerity.  Ele  in- 
formed the  officer  that  he  had  feen  the  anchor  at 
fome  diftance ; and  taking  a rope  of  fufficient 
ftrength  to  hold  it,  he  dived  again  to  an  equal 
depth,  and  tied  it  to  the  ring  of  the  anchor.  Upon 
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Weighing  it,  however,  it  turned  out  not  to  be  ours, 
but  a large  grapnel  belonging  to  the  annual  Judda 
veflel,  which  failed  from  hence  feme  months  ago. 
After  this  difappointment,  to  make  good  what  he 
had  afferted  of  his  (kill,  the  fellow  went  down  in 
two-and-tv/enty  fathoms,  though  the  wind  began 
to  frefhen,  and  the  fea  to  be  ruffled.  He' flaid  be- 
tween two  and  three  minutes  under  water,  accord- 
ing to  the  watch  of  the  gentleman  prefent.  Nay, 
after  he  came  into  the  boat,  this  amphibious  crea- 
ture did  not  take  the  preffure  from  his  noftrils  for 
near  a minute  longer ; and  appeared  not  in  the  leaf!:' 
fatigued  or  difeompofed.  He  affirmed,  that  upon 
occafion,  he  can  dive  fome  fathoms  deeper  and  in 
a calm  day,  can  fee  ten  fathoms  around  him.  That 
he  can  walk  about  with  great  eafe  at  the  bottom  of 
the  fea,  and  feparate  branches  of  coral  from  the 
rocks,  with  an  ax  or  a faw.  As  a proof  of  which, 
he  produced  a large  branch  of  coral,  which  he  had 
taken  out  of  a bay  to  the  northward.  I have  a 
piece  of  this  coral  in  my  poffieffion.  Anxious  as 
he  appeared  to  be  for  the  recovery  of  our  anchor, 
we  have  reafon  to  believe  that  the  poor  man  had 
been  forbidden  by  the  vizier  to  get  it ; as  he  means 
to  turn  it  to  his  own  account,  after  our  departure. 
I am  fenfible  that  the  divers  go  to  a great  depth, 
in  the  pearl-ftfheries  in  the  Gulph  of  Perfia,  where 
they  are  affifted  by  machines  of  various  conftruc- 
tions : but  fuch  a marvellous  inftance  as  I have  re- 
lated, of  natural  powers  unaided  by  the  efforts  of 
art,  fhould  have  died  in  filence  for  me,  had  it  not 
VoL.  I.  G fallen, 
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fallen,  in  a nmanner,  under  our  immediate  obferva- 
tion. 

The  only  recreation  we  enjoy,  is  failing  about 
the  harbor  in  one  of  the  flilp’s  boats.  And  this 
is  rather  connived  at  by  our  guard,  than  allowed  of 
by  the  vizier,  whofe  orders  concetning  us  are  very 
rigid.  In  the  courfe  of  thefe  cruizes,  we  have  had 
opportunities  to  make  ourfelves  well  acquainted 
with  the  harbor,  and  to  produce  the  plate  which 
has  been  exhibited  of  it.  But  all  our  obfervations 
tended  nothing  towards  our  own  enlargement. 
There  is  but  one  channel  into  the  harbor,  and  the 
wind  conftantly  blows  into  it  at  this  feafon.  It  is 
not,  therefore,  the  lofs  of  our  guns,  or  the  prefence 
of  a guard,  that  detains  us.  Defpair  would  furniih 
us  with  arms  to  rid  us  of  this  obftacle,  were  the 
door  of  efcape  open  to  our  veffel. 


MONDAY,  ad  June. 

This  morning  the  long-expedled  boat  brought 
in  the  fhawbunder  of  Judda.  At  nine  o’clock  he 
came  aboard  the  Adventure,  and  delivered  our 
captain  a letter  from  the  Xerif  himfelf,  and  another 
from  Captain  Anderfon.  The  firft  letter  con- 
tained permiflion  for  the  captain  to  go  where  he 
pleafed,  on  paying  the  duties  of  the  port  of 
Yambo  ; an  impofition  which  is  levied  on  all  vef- 
fels  that  enter  the  Xerif’s  ports,  whether  they  dif- 
pofe  of  their  cargoes  or  nou  If  he  preferred  going 
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to  Judda,  no,  duties  were  to  be  paid  at  Yamboj 
but  in  that  cafe,  the  vefTel  was  to  be  given  as  a fe- 
curity  into  the  charge  of  the  Xerif’s  fervants  ; and 
the  captain  and  his  officers  were  to  proceed  to 
Judda,  on  a boat  which  ffiould  be  provided  for 
them.  The  vizier  was  likewife  direfled  to  dif- 
patch  the  packets,  and  the  gentlemen  who  had  the 
care  of  them,  in  a proper  boat  to  Suez.  Such  was 
the  fubftance  of  the  XeriPs  orders.  They  were  in 
fome  refpedls,  iinreafonable  enough,  and  betrayed  a 
greater  regard  to  his  own  benefit,  than  a readinefs  to 
do  us  juftice.  But  our  fituation  confidered,  it  will 
be  eafily  believed,  that  we  were  more  fatisfied  than 
otheinvife,  at  the  receipt  of  thefe  tidings. 

- The  contents  of  captain  Anderfon’s  letter  were 
not  lefs  agreeable.  After  condoling  with  us  on 
our  misfortune,  he  tells  us,  that  the  Swallow  (loop 
of  war,  which  had  been  on  a voyage  to  Suez,  was 
juft  arrived  at  Judda.  That  on  learning  our  fitua- 
tion, her  commander.  Captain  Panton,  had  de- 
manded fatisfaftion  of  the  government,  for  the  in- 
fuk  that  had  been  offered  to  the  Britiffi  flag.  It 
was  plain  from  this  letter,  that  the  Xerif  v/as  un- 
acquainted wil??i  this  demand,  when  his  inftrudlions 
relative  to  us,  were  forwarded  to  Yambo.  But  we 
doubted  not  that  our  wrongs  would  be  redreffed,  by 
tlie  prefence  of  a naval  officer,  of  the  known  fpirit 
and  humanity  of  Captain  Panton.  Captain  Bacon 
and  the  fupercargoes  of  the  Adventure,  would  foon 
have  an  opportunity  of  making  a pcrfonal  applica- 
tion to  him  at  Judda,  on  this  head.  But  the  gen- 
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tlemen  bound  for  Europe,  thought  it  expedient  to 
join  with  me,  in  a reprefentation  of  the  damages  wc 
had  incurred,  by  the  treachery  of  the  Xerif’s  go- 
vernment. This  letter  we  forwarded  to  Captain 
Pan  ton  by  the  hands  of  Captain  Bacon  j and 
though  no  benefit  may  accrue  to  us  from  the  refult, 
we  fliall  be  fatisfied  to  hear  that  the  infult  is  re- 
venged, by  the  interpofition  of  the  Britifh  arms. 

Our  profpe6t  of  getting  to  England  now  re- 
curred with  tenfold  pleafure ; and  we  were  not  wil- 
ling to  lofe  a moment  in  taking  advantage  of  the 
Xerif’s  permifTion.  The  interpreter  was  imme- 
diately difpatched  to  the  vizier,  to  remind  him  of  his 
promife.  He  returned  with  a Nokidah,  or  mailer 
of  a boat,  whom  this  crafty  minifter  pretended  to 
have  fent  us,  that  we  might  make  our  own  terms 
with  him.  This  modeft  fellow  had  the  confidence 
to  afk  us  700  dollars  and  a drefs,  for  the  freight  of 
his  boat  to  Suez.  I fay  freight,  as  we  were  to  find 
provifions,  and  even  water,  ourfelves.  When  the 
dire6l  diftance  be  confidered,  which  fcarcely  ex- 
ceeds 150  leagues,  and  the  boat  itfelf  be  examined, 
which  is  without  a deck,  and  not  fo  well  found  as  a 
Cornifli  fifliing-fmack,  no  one  will  pronounce  the 
demand  to  be  within  the  bounds  of  moderation^ 
though  preferred  by  an  Arab.  But  w^e  were  in  ab- 
folute  want  of  the  boat,  and  were  fain  to  fee  our- 
felves cheated,  with  our  eyes  open.  We  found  this 
convenient  agent  inflexible  in  hispurpofe,  and  were 
glad  to  ftrike  the  bargain  at  650  dollars,  the  major  ' 
part  of  which,  we  fhrewdly  fufpedled,  would  go 
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into  the  vizier’s  coffers.  And  this  was  the  return 
which  his  gratitude  fuggefted,  for  the  prefen t which 
we  made  him  ! but  we  were  obliged  to  keep  our 
fufpicions  and  our  complaints,  equally  a fecret. 
It  was  in  the  vizier’s  power  to  frame  a thoufand 
delays  in  our  undertaking,  and  confequently,  our 
intereft  to  wink  at  an  impofitiony  by  which  we  fe- 
cured  his  proteclion.  On  thefe  principles,  there- 
fore, we  agreed  to  give  more  for  the  hire  of  a 
boat,  than  fhe  was  intrinfically  worth.  And,  happy 
to  efcape  from  the  fnare  which  befet  us,  we  did 
nor  think  our  liberty  dearly  purchafed,  at  the  price 
of  being  handfomely  fleeced.  When  this  weighty 
matter  was  fettled,  the  Arab  retired,  to  give  his 
employer  the  agreeable  intelligence  of  his  fuccefs, 
while  we  ferioufly  prepared  ourfelves  to  turn  a bad 
bargain  to  the  beft  account. 


SUNDAY,  8th  June. 


The  laft  week  was  employed  in  regulating  the 
affairs  of  the  veffel.  There  was  not  the  bed  ap- 
pearance of  harmony  between  the  vizier  and  the 
Ihawbunder;  which  operated  to  retard  her  dif- 
patch.  By  fome  blunder  of  the  former,  the  cargo 
was  ordered  afliore ; and  though  this  procedure 
feemed  to  contradid:  the  Xerif’s  commands,  the 
captain  could  not  difpute  the  pleafure  of  the  vizier. 
By  the  fliawbunder’s  reprefentation,  however,  the 
cargo  was  forthwith  returned  to  the  veflel  ■,  but  a 
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bale  of  callicoes  was  miffing.  This  was  undoubt- 
edly embezzled  by  the  vizier  and  his  people,  who 
floutly  denied  having  received  it,  though  oppofed 
by  the  teftimonies  of  the  fupercargoes,  and  the  of- 
ficers of  the  Adventure.  Two  days  were  fpent  in 
fruitlefs  dlfputes  on  this  fubjeftj  and  there  is  no 
pronouncing  to  what  a length  they  would  have 
been  fpun  out,  had  not  a feafonable  hint  which  the 
vizier  dropped,  finally  decided  them.  He  affefted 
to  declare,  that  as  his  honor  was  doubted,  he  muft 
infift  upon  things  refting  as  they  were,  until  juftice 
had  been  done  to  him  at  Mecca.  There  needed 
no  more  to  convince  us  of  the  abfurdity  of  perie- 
verance  againft  fuch  a charadler.  We  were  afcer- 
tained  of  his  being  capable  of  the  blackeft  actions  ; 
and  the  captain  wifely  refolved  to  forego  his  right, 
and  give  a receipt  for  the  whole  cargo. 

Thefe  vexatious  tranfadlions  detained  my  fellow- 
travellers  and  myfelf  at  Yambo,  as  the  veffel’s  de-r 
parture  and  ours  was  to  take  place  together.  But 
every  thing  being  now  prepared  for  the  profecu- 
tion  of  our  coafting  voyage,  our  debts  at  this  place 
difcharged,  and  the  boat  we  had  agreed  for,  having 
been  exchanged  for  another,  which  the  vizier,  for 
reafons  beft  known  to  himfelf,  pitched  upon  for 
us,  we  this  afternoon  obtained  our  audience  of 
leave  of  this  extraordinary  perfonage.  We  were 
received  with  that  politenefs  and  affability,  which 
in  minifters  of  ftate,  cover  a multitude  of  imper- 
feflions.  Thefe  are  the  bright  fides  of  political 
charaders,  where  an  agreeable  light  is  blended  with 
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the  (hades  that  overcaft  them.  Had  our  know- 
ledge of  this  man  been  confined  to  externals,  we 
fhould  have  quitted  Yambo,  with  the  mod  fa- 
vorable ideas  of  his  difpofition.  But  the  brutality 
of  his  condudt  could  not  be  foftened  by  the  polifh 
of  his  manners,  and  the  convidlion  of  his  treachery 
flalhed  through  the  vail  of  a fmooth  tongue  and  a 
winning  addrefs.  We  were  refolved,  neverthelefs, 
to  appear  fatisfied  of  his  fmcerity  j which,  in  truth, 
we  now  gave  him  more  credit  for,  than  fince  our 
acquaintance  commenced.  He  had  no  longer  any 
probable  motive  to  amufe  usj  and  the  XeriPs 
commands  are  reputed  to  be  held  too  facred,  to  be 
fported  with  by  his  fervants.  We  accepted  in  good 
part,  the  wifhes  he  expreffed  for  our  fafe  arrival  at 
Suez ; and  received  the  palTport  which  he  gave  us 
for  the  fecurity  of  our  perfons,  with  entire  confi- 
dence in  the  virtue  of  its  contents.  We  took  our 
leave  of  the  vizier,  amid  a profufion  of  high-flown 
compliments,  which  we  had  neither  the  capacity 
nor  inclination  to  return.  The  natives  of  the  Eafb 
■are  fo  habituated  to  this  mode  of  fpeech,  that  well- 
turned  compliments  fall  from  their  lips  with  inex- 
prelTible  readinefs.  And  the  Arabian  language  is 
fo  fuperior  in  elegance  to  the  reft,  that  this  people, 
in  other  refpedls  fo  remarkable  for  their  fimplicity, 
exceed  all  other  nations  in  the  delicacy  of  their 
exprefTion,  and  the  agreeable  wildnefs  of  their 
images. 


G4  MONDAY^ 
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MONDAY,  9th  June. 

This  has  been  a bufy,  as  well  as  a joyful  day  for 
us.  On  the  eve  of  recovering  our  liberty,  after  a 
tedious  and  painful  detention,  like  the  birds  who 
efcape  the  cage  which  with-held  them,  and  flutter 
abroad  without  a thought  of  the  confequences,  we 
only  rejoiced  over  the  prefent  moment,  unheedful 
of  the  toils  we  might  fall  into,  or  the  dangers  that 
might  await  us  in  coafting  a wild  and  unknown 
ihore,  and,  as  the  poet  finely  fays,  with  no  other 

flay  fave  innocence  and  Heaven,”  We  could 
only  provide  againft  obvious  calamities.  We  were 
well  furnifhed  with  fire-arms  and  ammunition,  to 
guard  againft  open  attacks,  and  with  rice  and 
water,  to  obviate  the  calls  of  hunger  and  thirft. 
But  the  friendfhip  of  Captain  Bacon  fet  us  above 
anfwering  the  mere  necefiities  of  nature.  He  fup- 
plied  us  with  many  articles,  which  might  have 
been  difpenfed  with  in  the  voyage  which  we  had 
undertaken,  had  we  meant  to  have  kept  a table 
fuitable  to  our  accommodations  in  an  open  boat. 
But  he  was  willing  that  we  fhould  be  as  well  pro- 
vided as  his  fhip  would  afford  j and  we  could  not 
in  juftice,  refufe  him  the  pleafure  of  crowning  his 
genteel  behavior  during  a four-months  voyage,  by 
this  more  material  inftance  of  his  attention.  It 
will  appear  a myftery  to  people  in  Europe,  whq 
are  obliged  to  pay  extravagantly  for  a pafiiige  from 
one  kingdom  to  another,  to  learn  that  the  com- 
manders, 
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manders,  in  general,  in  the  country  fervice  in  In- 
dia, think  your  entertainment  fufSciently  repaid  by 
the  pleafure  of  your  company  j and  are  only  ftudi- 
OU5  to  render  a palfage  agreeable  to  you,  which  can 
no  otherwife  redound  to  their  benefit,  than  what  a 
liberal  mind  feels  on  the  exertion  of  an  hofpitablc 
adtion.  This  remark  is  due  to  the  gentlemen  of  a 
fervice,  which  has  been  too  much  difparaged  by  the 
ill  condudt  of  fome  unworthy  members.  The  cha- 
radler  of  Captain  Bacon,  and  others  that  I could 
mention  from  experience,  will  m.ore  than  atone  for 
the  defedlion  of  the  reft.  I fliould  not  omit, 
among  the  reft  of  his  favors,  that  he  furniflied  us 
with  a lafear,  or  mariner,  who  had  fome  knowledge 
of  the  Arabic  tongue.  It  would  be  painful  to 
conceive  the  difficulties,  to  which  we  might  be  re- 
duced in  the  courfe  of  our  journey,  were  not  this 
man  to  be  with  us,  to  interpret  our  wants,  and  to 
give  the  people  we  dealt  with,  a more  favorable 
idea  of  Chriftians.  He  is  a Muffulman,  and  is 
likely  to  gain  fome  credit  with  thofe  of  his  per- 
fuafion.  And  yet  we  were  on  the  point  of  fetting 
out,  without  any  interpreter ; neither  refledling  on 
polfible  events,  nor  providing  againft  human  acci- 
dents. 

W e fupped  for  the  laft  time,  on  board  the  Ad- 
venture ; and  after  taking  a parting  glafs,  and  a 
cordial  leave  of  Captain  Bacon  and  the  reft  of  our 
friends.  Major  Alexander,  Lieutenant  * * L Mr. 
Hammond,  and  myfelf,  attended  by  my  European 
fervant,  two  flave-boys  of  the  major’s,  one  of 

IJeutenant 
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SO 

Lieutenant  * * * ’s,  and  Ibrahim  our  interpreter, 
ftepped  into  the  veffers  pinnace,  and  were  prefently 
conveyed  to  the  boat,  which  we  reached  about  ten 
oVlock  at  night.  I would  attempt  to  give  the 
reader  fome  idea  of  the  place  we  got  into,  but  the 
defcription  demands  an  higher  coloring  than  my 
pencil  can  convey.  If  he  can  imagine,  however, 
the  fituation  of  four  gentlemen,  crouded  together  in 
a fquare  of  about  five  feet  diameter,  with  no  de- 
fence from  the  noontide  funs  and  midnight  dews  of 
the  Arabian  coaft,  deprived  of  the  fmalleft  exer- 
cife  of  their  limbs,  and  condemned  to  the  conftant 
fociety  of  the  boat’s  crew,  wholly  at  the  difcretion 
of  a perfidious  race,  and  with  the  prolpedl  of  a 
long  and  tedious  cruize  in  an  unknown  fea — he 
may  gather  fome  faint  traits  of  the  undertaking  we 
were  engaged  in.  As  we  fought  the  danger,  there 
can  be  no  vanity  in  fpeaking  of  it : as  fomething 
more  than  an  idle  temerity,  enforced  the  profecu- 
tion  of  a voyage,  the  difficulties  of  which  we  werC' 
lufficiently  apprized  of. 


/ 
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JOURNAL  OF  THE  BOAT 
IMPOSITION 

FROM  YAM  BO  TOWARDS  SUEZ#. 


TUESDAY,  10th  June. 

We  were  difturbed  at  day-break  by  the  arrival 
of  the  nokidah,  and  pilot  who  is  to  navigate  the 
boat,  which,  from  the  price  we  have  paid  for  her, 
we  have  named  the  Impofition.  They  brought 

another 

* Yambo  affords  provifion,  fifh,  and  dates.  Their  water  is 
kept  in  cifterns,  and  is  brought  on  camels  from  a place  a day’s 
journey  diHant,  alfo  a day’s  journey  inland  ftands  a large 
town  called  Medinah  al  Nabi,  where  is  Mahomet’s  fepulchre, 
although  it  is  commonly  faid  to  be  at  Mecca.  Here  we  Raid 
fix  days. 

The  ifl;  May  we  fet  fail  at  9 o’clock;  after  we  had  gone  10 
miles,  the  wind  turning  contrary,  we  call  anchor  among  fome 
Ihoals,  and  Rayed  there  two  days. 

From  the  3d  to  the  9th,  the  fleet  kept  traverfing  off  and  on* 
the  coaR  among  certain  fand-banks,  with  a contrary  wind,  and 
fo  continued  6 days,  without  advancing  jnore  than  8 miles. 

The  loth  and  nth,  kept  coaRing  with  a contrary  wind  10 
miles,  and  caR  anchor  in  another  place. 

The  1 3th,  proceeded  along  the  Riorc,  and  came  up  with  a 
galley  of  Alexandria. 

The  /4th,  failed  along  the  coaR,  N.  W.  10  m>iles,  and  caft 
anchor  in  7 fathom  water,  in  a place  called  Sikhabo. 


The 
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another  Arab  and  three  Abyflinian  flavcs  with 
them,  who  made  up  her  crew.  And  thefe  are  full 
fufficient  to  manage  her.  Could  we  confult  our 
cafe  before  our  fafety,  we  would  willingly  difpenfe 
with  this  addition  to  our  numbers,  which  greatly 
exceed  the  fize  and  convenience  of  our  bark.  We 

The  15th,  failing  N.  W.  70  miles,  caft  anchor  in  the  open 

fea. 

The  1 6th,  proceeding  along  the  coaft  30  miles,  call  anchor 
at  Budukton. 

The  17th,  failing  along  the  coall  30  miles,  caft  anchor  in  the 
open  fea,  in  zo  fathoms,  near  an  ifland  called  Yanamini, 

The  18th,  went  on  by  the  fhore  20  miles,  and  caft  anchor  at 
Khifafes. 

The  19th,  failed  by  the  ftiore  50  miles,  and  came  to  Molin. 

The  20th,  caft  anchor  at  fea  25  miles  further. 

The  2 1 ft,  proceeding  along  the  ftiore  43  miles,  dropped  an- 
chor at  fea. 

The  zzd,  the  fleet  failed,  and  caft  anchor  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, after  advancing  10  miles. 

The  24th,  being  in  a bad  ftation,  we  departed  with  a 
pretty  good  wind,  the  half  galley  having  left  behind  one  an- 
chor and  three  cables,  and  one  galley  run  a-ground,  but  was 
not  loft.  After  failing  10  miles,  caft  anchor  in  8 fathom 
water,  and  flayed  here  one  day,  becaufe  there  was  good  riding 
for  the  {hips. 

The  26th,  proceeding  35  miles  along  the  coaft,  caft  anchor  in 
a road. 

The  27th,  falling  W.  N.  W.  at  noon  came  up  with  Tor  (a 
K)wn  to  the  northward  of  Cape  Mahomet)! 

Extrafl  of  a voyage  made  by  Solyraan  Baftia,  from 
Suez  to  India,  ann.  1537.  Written  by  a Vene- 
tian ollicer  on  the  expedition. 

Coll.  Voy,  Yol.  i.  p.  100, 

found 
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found  no  little  difficulty,  laft  night,  in  providing 
for  our  repofe.  Our  chefts  form  a fquare  in  the 
center  of  the  boat,  and  my  companions  and  I,  each 
take  up  his  lodging  on  his  own  cheft.  Our  fer- 
vants  difpofed  themfelves  in  fuch  places,  as  they 
could  obtain  a footing  upon ; but  this  increafe  to 
cur  fociety,  will  reduce  them  to  the  neceffity  of  fe- 
curing  a poll  for  themfelves. 

We  weighed  our  anchor  at  6 A.  M.  and  flood  to 
the  weftward,  with  the  wind  at  N.  by  W.  But 
we  had  not  got  a league  out,  when  the  wind 
hauled  round  to  N.  W.  This  obliged  us  to  run 
back  acrain  and  anchor  at  the  mouth  of  the  har- 
bor. 

We  had  not  been  here  long^  when  a boat  pafTed 
us,  with  Captain  Bacon  and  his  chief  mate  on 
board.  They  are  bound  for  Judda,  and  we  had 
but  juft  time  to  hail  each  other,  and  renew  our 
wifhes  for  our  reciprocal  welfare.  The  wind  will 
be  fair  for  their  boat,  when  they  get  clear  of  the 
harbor ; and  their  pafiage  promifes  to  be  a fpeedy 
one,  in  proportion  as  the  wind  is  unfavorable  to 
us. 

The  wind  was  ftrong  all  day  from  the  N.  W. 
In  the  evening  we  faw  the  Adventure,  (landing  to- 
wards us.  There  were  but  a few  of  her  fails  fet; 
and  the  Arabian  pilots,  to  whofc  charge  ftie  is  com- 
mitted by  die  Xerif’s  order,  not  being  able  to 
make  any  hand  of  it,  brought  her  to  an  anchor 
again  in  the  harbor.  This  outfet  proves  the  little 
knowledge  of  thefc  pilots  j and  it  will  be  well  if 

they 
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they  carry  her  fafely  to  Judda,  confidering  the. 
great  difference  between  working  her,  and  veffels 
rigged  for  coafting  voyages. 

I have  annexed  a chart  of  the  Red-fea,  from 
Tambo  to  Suez,  that  the  reader  may  purfue  the 
track  of  the  boat  as  he  reads  the  journal. 


WEDNESDAY,  nth  June. 

t 

The  nokidah  and  pilot  flept  upon  the  poop  laft 
night.  Our  arrangement,  therefore,  is  as  follows. 
They  have  poffclfcd  themfelves  of  the  ftern  j my 
companions  and  myfelf  occupy  the  mid-fpace,  and 
our  fervants  and  the  crew  keep  in  the  fore-part  of 
the  boat.  We  have  mounted  a muflcetoon  upon 
the  gunnel,  and  have  our  fufees  and  piftols  loaded. 
But  as  we  are  as  yet,  under  the  proteflion  of  the 
fort,  we  have  not  began  to  keep  watch  during  the 
night. 

At  6 A.  M.  we  weighed  with  the  wind  at  S.  W. 
and  flood  N.  W.  and  ran  about  three  leagues  j but 
the  wind  fuddenly  veering  round  to  the  weft  and 
W.  N.  W.  the  pilot  found  he  could  not  reach  his 
intended  anchoring-place,  and,  to  our  great  morti- 
fication, ran  back  before  the  wind,  to  an  opening 
between  the  rocks.  Thefe  rocks  are  a part  of  a 
reef,  that  extends  from  Judda  to  Cape  Mahomet, 
and  in  which  our  veflel  was  unfortunately  en- 
tangled, when  we  were  driven  to  the  neceflity  of 
putting  into  Yambo.  We  underftand  there  are 

particular 
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.particular  places  upon  this  coaft,  which  velTels  are 
obliged  to  reach  during  the  day,  or  elfe  they  mull, 
at  times,  run  back  to  the  birth  which  they  left,  for 
want  of  anchoring-ground.  At  one  of  thefe  ftages, 
our  boat  brought  to,  at  twelve  o’clock,  which  is  the 
propereft  term  that  can  be  ufed  on  the  occafion. 
As  the  boat  approaches  the  reef,  one  of  the  crew 
jumps  from  the  forecaftle,  with  a hook  in  each 
hand,  and  diving  under  the  reef,  fallens  the  hooks 
to  the  rocks,  which  are  rendered  porous  by  the 
water.  The  boat  rides  here  in  fmooth  water,  with 
her  fides  almoll  touching  the  rocks.  And  here  a 
veflel  of  confiderable  burden,  might  ride  ; as  the 
water  is  fo  deep,  that  we  cannot  find  a bottom  with 
feveral  fathoms  of  rope. 

We  took  an  obfervation  at  noon,  and  found  our- 
felves  in  the  latitude  of  24.°  10'  north.  We  have 
hitherto  made  little  or  no  progrefs  in  our  voyage ; 
but  are  not  to  defpair,  becaufe  the  winds  have 
been  contrary  for  two  days.  In  the  afternoon  we 
faw  the  Adventure,  Handing  to  the  fouthward. 
This  denotes  that  fhe  is  clear  of  the  harbor,  buc 
ihe  feems  to  be  going  under  a very  eafy  fail. 


THURSDAY,  12th  June, 

The  nokidah  waded  alhore  during  the  night,  in 
order  to  go  to  Yambo  for  a fpar,  to  replace  one 
which  was  carried  away  yelterday.  He  had  not 
left  us  long,  when  a brifk  breeze  fprung  up  from 
8 the 
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the  land,  with  which  we  might  have  made  a flretch 
to  the  northward,  had  our  maftcr  been  aboard. 
But  this  is  only  on  a fuppofition,  that  thefe  people 
work  their  boats  in  the  night,  which  we  have,  in- 
deed, but  too  much  reafon  to  doubt.  At  day- 
break the  wind  fhifted  to  the  N.  W.  fo  that  when 
the  nokidah  returned,  he  found  that  it  was  impof- 
fible  for  us  to  ftir.  Ele  brought  fome  intelligence 
refpedting  the  Adventure.  It  feems  that  the  Ara- 
bian pilots  are  fo  unflcilful  in  the  management  of 
a veffel  of  her  conftruftion,  that  the  fupercargoes 
and  the  officer  who  remain  on  board,  are  afraid  of 
being  caft  away  in  the  palTage  to  Judda.  They 
have  already  loft  all  her  own  anchors  by  their  ig- 
norance ; and  it  is  a great  chance  if  they  fucceed 
better  with  the  grapnels,  which  they  have  taken  in, 
to  fupply  the  lofs.  The  fituation  of  this  vefiel  is 
very  peculiar.  She  was  reduced  to  her  prefent 
diftrefs  by  the  treachery  of  thefe  barbarians  j and  is 
in  danger  of  being  wrecked  by  their  obftinacy,  in 
not  permitting  Captain  Bacon  to  take  charge  of 
•her,  when  they  carry  her  clear  of  the  rocks.  But 
vengeance,  no  doubt,  awaits  the  injured.  This  is 
not  the  firft  time  that  the  Englifh  flag  has  redreffed 
her  fubjefts,  even  in  this  remote  fea  : and  the  hour 
perhaps  will  come,  when  the  Xerif  of  Mecca  will 
be  forced  to  do  juftice  to  the  fufferers  on  the  fnow 
Adventure. 

About  nine  o’clock  the  wind  changed  to  the 
ibuthward ; but  we  could  not  take  advantage  of  it, 
on  account  of  the  abfence  of  fome  of  our  company. 

‘ Lieutenant 
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Lieutenant  * * * went  afhore  at  fix  o’clock,  on 
pretence  of  gathering  famphire,  and  took  Ibrahim, 
our  interpreter  with  him.  We  were  a little  fur- 
prized  at  their  ftay ; but  when  the  wind  became  fa- 
vourable, we  difpatched  a mariner  into  the  coun- 
try, to  recal  them  to  the  boat.  But  how  was  our 
furprize  increafed,  when  the  meffenger  returned, 
and  informed  us,  that  they  were  not  to  be  found  ! 
Various  were  our  conjedtures  on  this  occafion. 
We  at  one  time,  fancied  that  they  had  wandered 
beyond  their  knowledge,  and  were  gone  towards 
the  beach,  by  tracing  which  they  muft  at  length 
find  the  boat.  At  another,  we  apprehended  they 
had  been  furprized  by  the  wild  Arabs,  and  carried 
into  flavery.  The  true  caufe  was  the  furthefi:  from 
our  thoughts.  But  fomething  pofTeffed  our  no- 
kidah  to  believe,  that  the  abfentees  were  gone  to 
Yambo.  Whether  he  had  obferved  Lieutenant 
***’s  difcontent  at  his  fituation,  and  fufpedted 
that  he  was  engaged  in  a bufinefs  unfavorable  to 
him,  fo  it  was,  the  nokidah’s  penetration  exceeded 
ours,  and  he  determined  to  feek  them  at  Yambo. 
It  was  about  noon  when  he  fet  out  for  the  town, 
which  is  about  two  leagues  from  hence ; and,  that 
nothing  might  be  wanting  on  our  parts,  to  reco- 
ver our  friends,  we  direfted  two  mariners  to  take 
different  routes  in  fearch  of  them,  while  we  hoifced 
a fignal  on  our  mainmaft,  and  difcharged  our  muf- 
ketoon  repeatedly,  in  hopes  of  attracfting  their  no- 
tice. At  3 P.  M,  the  wind  came  about  to  the 
VoL.  I.  H N.  W. 
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N,  W.  and  blew  from  that  point  the  reft  of  the 
day. 

Our  mariners  returned  with  as  little  fuccefs,  as 
before.  Our‘ opinions  now  began  to  waver,  and 
we  fufpefled  that  Lieutenant  * * * had  taken  fome 
extraordinary  ftep.  Ever  fince  our  imprifonment 
at  Yambo,  his  condu6t  had  been  the  reverfe  to 
what  we  had  known  it.  Elis  prejudice  againft  the 
Arabs  exceeded  all  bounds,  and  his  apprehenfions 
of  them  feemed  to  have  difordered  his  intelledls. 
He  often  exprefled  fuch  an  abhorrence  of  the  voy- 
age we  were  about  to  engage  in,  that  we  more  than 
once  prefled  him  to  forbear  accompanying  us.  We 
had  obferved  with  concern,  that  he  had  betrayed 
fears  for  his  life  ever  fince  he  entered  the  boat ; and 
was  always  on  the  watch,  while  we  flept  in  the  fe- 
curity  which  our  fituation  required.  We  were  too 
near  to  Yambo,  to  expeft  danger  from  the  conn- ' 
try ; and  all  refiftance  would  be  vain,  were  harm 
intended  us  by  the  government.  But  the  night 
before,  he  had  declared,  that  our  Arabs  meant  to 
murder  us  at  flipper.  Then,  that  they  had  de- 
ferred it  until  midnight.  Thefe,  and  many  other 
extravagancies  which  he  committed,  we  attributed 
to  the  effedls  of  diftruft,  and  contented  ourfelves  with 
laughing  at  them  although  he  frequently  protefted 
mat  he  had  overheard  the  Arabs  debating  on  the 
manner  of  our  deaths. 

The  day  thus  pafled  over  our  heads,  while  we 
labored  under  a weight  of  vexation  and  anxiety. 

We 
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We  had  mifled  of  as  fair  a wind  as  could  blow  for 
us ; and  were  uncertain  of  the  fate,  which  had  be- 
fallen Lieutenant  * * ^ and  Ibrahim.  At  five 
o’clock  we  difcovered  camels  and  a guard  of  foU 
diers  at  a diftance,  which  a6liially  turned  out  to  be 
their  efcort.  Our  looks  mutually  exhibited  afto- 
nlfliment  and  confufion  at  this  meeting.  But  we 
pitied  the  fituation  of  our  companion,  and  forbore 
to  reproach  him  in  the  prefence  of  the  guard.  He 
feemed  much  agitated  and  fariguedj  and  fpoke  but 
little  on  his  arrival.  From  our  interpreter  and  the 
guard,  we  learnt  the  particulars  of  his  expedition. 
It  appears,  that  his  diftruft  of  our  Arabs  had  fo 
worked  upon  the  mind  of  Lieutenant  * * as  to 
induce  him  to  return,  in  a clandeftine  manner,  to 
the  vizier  of  Yambo,  and  communicate  his  fufpi- 
cions.  On  their  reaching  the  fhore,  he  artfully 
drew  Ibrahim  towards  the  town,  and,  on  their  get- 
ting about  a mile,  by  threats  and  entreaties,  he  per- 
liiaded  the  (imple  fellow  to  accompany  him.  On 
their  reaching  the  town,  they  w'cre  laid  hold  of  by 
fom.e  Arabs  j and  carried,  as  they  defired,  before 
the  vizier.  They  were  received  very  politely  by 
that  minifter,  and  the  complaint  of  Lieutenant 
* * * was  fo  far  attended  to,  that  a guard  was 
ordered  to  take  the  boat-people  into  cuftody.  At 
this  moment  the  nokidah  arrived,  and  ’^ave  evi- 
dence  of  his  innocence,  by  the  relation  of  our  be- 
havior on  the  abfence  of  the  accuier.  The  tables 
were  now  turned,  and  Lieutenant  * was  fent 
back  to  us,  in  the  manner  before  recited.  The  vi- 
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zier  difpatched  an  Hindoo  with  him,  to  afTurc  us, 
in  the  Moor  tongue,  that  we  had  nothing  to  fear 
from  the  boat-people,  whofe  lives  fliould  anfwer 
for  our  fafety.  We  were  obliged,  in  our  own  de- 
fence, to  difown  any  knowledge  of  Lieutenant 
* * * ’s  intentions  ; and  to  thank  the  vizier  for  his 
candid  behavior  on  this  occafion.  The  guard  then 
departed,  with  a gratification  which  we  made  them 
for  their  trouble. 

As  accLifations  and  repinings  were  equally  vain, 
we  determined  among  ourfelves,  to  be  filent  on 
this  myilerious  conduft  of  Lieutenant  * * *:  We, 
however,  reprimanded  Ibrahim  very  feverely  in  his 
prefence,  for  the  folly  which  he  had  been  guilty  of; 
and  came  to  a general  refolution,  not  to  go  on 
ihore  on  the  continent,  nor  detain  the  boat  for  any 
one,  who  ventured  to  do  fo  in  future.  After  we 
went  to  bed,  we  obferved  Lieutenant  * * * go  to 
the  poop,  and  by  means  of  geflures,  and  the  few 
words  of  Arabic  of  which  he  is  mafter,  hold  a 
kind  of  difcourfe  with  the  nokidah  and  pilot.  He 
came  to  his  fcrutoire  once  or  twice,  and  we  fufpedt 
took  out  money.  What  he  did  with  it,  or  what 
will  be  the  iflue  of  his  unhappy  turn  of  mind,  we 
cannot  determine.  It  was  late  when  he  laid  down, 
and  we  have  reafon  to  believe  his  reft  is  broken 
and  unfound. 
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FRIDAY,  13th  June. 

Our  boat  got  under  fail  at  four  o’clock  this 
morning,  with  a light  breeze  from  the  land.  Though 
(he  is  too  large  to  row  againft  an  head  fea,  we 
found  the  advantage  of  having  oars  on  board.  The 
weather  was  fo  moderate,  we  made  ufe  of  them  the 
greatell  part  of  the  morning.  At  nine  A.  M.  the 
wind  fhifted  to  the  S.  W.  but  proved  very  faint. 
We  felt  the  rage  of  the  fun  to-day  pretty  feverely. 
While  we  are  under  fail,  it  is  not  polTible  for  us  to 
put  up  a canvafs  awning,  with  which  v/e  are  fur- 
nifhed.  But  to  advance  quicker  in  our  progrefs, 
we  muft  be  content  to  be  expofed  in  this  manner. 
About  3 P.  M.  the  wind  came  round  to  the  fa- 
vorite point,  the  N.  W.  which  obliged  us  to  run 
into  linooth  water,  and  bring  to,  as  before,  be- 
tween the  breakers  and  the  Ihore  j from  the  latter 
of  which  we  are  about  a mile  diftant.  The  coaft 
here  is  rather  low,  but  the  mountains  rife  a few 
miles  behind  it.  The  fky  was  too  hazy  for  us  to 
take  an  obfervation  at  noon ; but  by  our  reckoning, 
we  have  gained  about  three  leagues  to  the  north- 
ward in  the  laft  run. 

Juft  as  the  boat  came  to  anchor.  Lieutenant 
* * * ’s  infirmity  plainly  difcovcred  itfelf.  We  had 
been  confirmed  fince  yefterday,  in  our  fufpicions  of 
his  brain  being  touched.  His  appetite  was  gone, 
his  looks  were  wild  and  difordered,  and  his  conver- 
fation  continually  bordered  upon  madnefs.  He 
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told  us,  when  the  boat  ftood  out  to  fea  this  monir? 
ing,  that  the  Arabs  w'ere  carrying  us  there  to  mur- 
der us ; and,  when  fhe  ftood  into  land,  he  changed 
his  tone,  and  pronounced  our  deaths  to  be  pre- 
pared for  us  here.  We  little  regarded  fuch  ftrange 
fancies ; but  were  alarmed  much  at  his  feizing  his 
fword  when  we  came  to  anchor,  and  bidding  us  to 
ftand  upon  our  defence.  The  Arabs  were  now 
juftly  frightened  at  his  extravagance,  and  we  had 
mucli  ado  to  perfuade  him  to  lay  by  his  fword. 
This  circumftance  had  been  overlooked,  and  we 
had  determined  only  to  keep  a ftridt  eye  on  his 
condudl: ; when  the  arrival  of  two  boats,  from  the 
northward,  in  the  coye  yve  are  in,  opened  a ftrange 
and  unexpefted  fcene. 

As  they  approached  us.  Lieutenant  * be- 
trayed the  ftrongeft  fymptoms  of  uneafinefs.  Ele 
gravely  bade  us  prepare  for  death ; and,  unac- 
countably, made  thefe  new-comers  privy  to  our  fate. 
It  was  in  vain  that  we  afliired  him,  they  could  have 
no  intimation  of  any  ill  which  was  meant  us  j 
ftrangers  as  they  were,  and  accidental  as  our  meet- 
ing had  been.  Such  an  unhappy  prepofteftion  had 
he  taken  againft  the  Arabians  in  general,  that  no 
opinion,  no  rcafoning  of  ours,  could  avail,  We 
knew  that  he  had  but  little  knowledge  of  the  Arabic 
language ; but  every  word  that  had  an  affinity  to 
thofe  of  wicked  purport,  was  converted,  by  his  dif- 
t:empered  imagination,  into  the  yery  mifchief  itfelf  j 
as  his  infe^fted  fight,  in  like  manner,  turned  fticks 
ipearSj  and  knives  into  daggers.  The  ears  of 
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Ibrahim  were  open  as  well  as  his,  and  his  ready 
apprehenfion  of  the  language  would  have  adver- 
tifed  us  of  danger,  if  any  were  at  hand. 

It  had  been  whifpered  to  us,  that  fome  money 
had  been  given  to  our  nokidah  laft  night ; and  we 
were  now  not  a little  afloniflied  to  find  from  Lieu- 
tenant * * * himfell,  that  the  fum  was  no  lefs  than 
75  Venetians,  which  he  had  divided  between  the 
nokidah  and  pilot,  to  fave  his  life.  He  lamented, 
however,  that  it  was  in  vain ; for  our  deaths  were 
fixed  upon,  and  we  fhould  foon  follow  Captain 
Bacon  and  the  gentlemen  in  the  Adventure,  who, 
he  vehemently  affirmed,  had  been  maffacred  fome 
days  before.  To  divert  thefe  ftrange  thoughts  as 
much  as  polfible,  a flave-boy  of  Major  Alexander’s 
played  on  the  fiddle,  w'hiie  the  Arabs  in  the  other 
boats,  joined  us  with  their  kinds  of  mufic.  We  had 
fupped,  and  were  looking  at  fome  fifli,  which  were 
playing  about  the  boat,  when  Lieutenant  * ^ * 
fuddenly  fprang  from  his  feat,  with  two  fwords  in 
his  hand,  and  running  to  the  major,  gave  him  one 
fvvord  to  defend  himfelf,  and  attempted  to  draw 
the  other,  as  he  faid  his  life  was  in  danger,  from  a 
man  near  the  mainmaft  of  tlic  boat,  who  had  a po- 
niard in  his  hand.  The  boat  was  immediately 
filled  with  confufion  the  crew  crouded  together 
in  the  flern,  and  called  out  to  the  other  boat,  which 
pufned  away  from  us  in  hade.  The  matter  was 
too  critical  to  be  trifled  with  j and  the  frenzy  of  our 
companion  had  become  too  confpicuous,  to  be 
palliated.  1 le  was  accordingly  feized,  and  dif- 
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armed  by  ns ; and,  in  the  ftruggle,  the  major  re- 
ceived a flight  wound  in  the  foot,  from  the  other’s 
fword. 

We  now  began  to  be  alarmed  for  oiirfelves.  The 
flrange  boats  might  judge  from  appearances,  that 
we  had  hoftile  intentions,  and  perhaps  attempt  to 
fecure  themfeives,  in  a manner  not  very  agreeable 
to  us.  The  nokidah  of  ours  came  to  us,  and  po- 
fitively  declared,  that  he  would  not  get  under  fail 
again,  while  Lieutenant  * * * remained  on  board. 
It  was  to  no  purpofe  that  we  offered  to  pledge  our 
lives  for  the  fafety  of  himfelf  and  crew;  and  to 
- keep  a conftant  watch  on  our  unhappy  friend.  The 
man  was  ftartled  at  the  mad  freaks  which  had  been 
committed ; and  owned  to  us,  that  he  thought  our 
lives  in  equal  danger  with  his  own : as  in  his  fran- 
tic fits.  Lieutenant  * * * would  not  be  able  to 
diftinguifn  his  friends  from  his  imaginary  foes.  The 
reader  may  fuppofe  that  this  infinuation  made  no 
impreflion  upon  us.  Our  repugnance  in  parting 
with  our  companion  in  fo  melancholy  a fituation, 
awakened  all  our  eloquence,  and  redoubled  our  ef- 
forts to  keep  him  with  us.  For  fome  hours  did 
we  argue  the  matter  with  our  nokidah  and  pilot, 
who  had  now  joined  him.  But  they  remained 
deaf  to  our  remonftrances.  We  found  ourfelves 
reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  either  foregoing  our 
voyage,  or  complying  with  thefe  fellows’  demand, 
of  defiling  Lieutenant  * * * to  return  to  Yambo 
upon  one  of  the  boats  near  us.  This  boat  is  af- 
terwards to  proceed  to  Judda;  where  he  will  find 
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Captain  Bacon,  and  be  certain  of  being  accom- 
modated in  his  veflel. 

When  we  law  there  was  no  alternative,  but 
what  had  been  propofed  to  us,  we  were  fain  to 
acquiefce,  however  ftrong  our  reluftance  to  fuch 
a meafure.  But  on  a feriotis  review  of  it.  Lieu- 
tenant * * ^’s  intereft  may  have  demanded  it,  as 
much  as  our  own.  d'he  bufmefs  we  are  engaged 
in,  is  of  too  great  confequence  to  be  forgone  ^ and 
by  his  going  to  Judda,  we  are  afcertained  that  he  is 
likely  to  meet  with  the  alliftance  which  his  unfor- 
tunate cafe  requires,  from  the  furgeoii  of  the  Swal- 
low Hoop  of  war.  Whereas,  by  proceeding  with 
us,  his  malady  would  daily  cncreafe,  by  the  force 
of  the  terrors  which  he  entertains  of  our  Arabs. 
And  fome  months  would  perhaps  elapfe  before  he 
could  receive  the  advice  of  an  European  furgeon. 
The  opportunity  of  reiTiOving  him  might  never 
occur  again ; and  the  idea  of  beholding  him  funk 
in  the  laft  ftage  of  madnefs,  bound  hand  and  foot, 
and  out  of  the  reach  of  medicine,  prefents  a pic- 
ture too  diftrefling  to  encounter,  even  in  fancy. 
A letter  was  therefore  written  to  Captain  Bacon, 
with  a fummary  of  the  untoward  affair.  We  re- 
quelled  him  to  fupply  Lieutenant  **  * with  the 
money  which  he  had  paid  for  his  lliare  of  the  boat; 
for  which  Captain  Bacon  was  to  call  on  our  attor- 
nies  in  India. 

Our  nokidah  now  hailed  one  of  the  boats,  and 
induced  it  to  draw  near  us  again.  Tie  related  the 
caule  of  the  late  dillurbance,  and  agreed  with  the 
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mafter  of  it,  to  land  Lieutenant  * * * and  his  Have- 
boy  at  Yambo,  and  afterwards  carry  him  to  Judda. 
He  was  now  afked  the  amount  of  the  fum,  which 
he  had  received  the  laft  night  from  Lieutenant  * * *, 
The  nokidah  and  pilot  produced  25  Venetians, 
which  they  declared  were  all  he  had  given  them. 
It  was  impoITible  to  difeover  the  truth.  Lieu- 
tenant * * * might  perchance  be  miftaken,  and  they 
be  apt  to  deceive  us  in  fuch  a point.  It  appears, 
however,  of  little  moment  to  our  poor  friend  5 who 
is  in  a mood  to  give  away  all  his  money  to  the  firft 
man  he  is  diftruftful  of. 

It  was  now  midnight,  and  Lieutenant  * * * Teemed 
defirous  of  pafllng  the  night  with  us ; which  he 
once  more  folemnly  averred,  was  the  laft  which  he 
or  we  fhould  ever  know.  As  we  were  not  to  part 
until  day-break,  we  readily  aflented  to  this  defire. 
We  prevailed  on  him  to  lie  down  on  one  of  our 
beds,  as  he  was  afraid  to  remain  in  his  own.  At 
his  own  requeft,  and  for  the  fatisfaftion  of  our 
Arabs,  Mr.  Hammond  and  myfelf  kept  watch  over 
him  until  morning.  I do  not  remember  to  have 
ever  been  engaged  in  a more  difagreeable  office. 
Our  humanity  was  -wounded  by  the  objedt  before 
us  ; and  our  confciences  were  touched  at  a refolu- 
tion,  which  we  had  been  obliged  to  adopt  in  our 
own  defpite.  The  reader  of  fenfibility  will  feel 
for  our  perplexity.  Not  a wink  of  deep  did  our 
charge  get  during  the  night.  ' He  ftarted  up  every 
moment  in  his  bed,  or  called  out  to  us  to  know, 
what  villain  ftood  behind  him  with  a drawn  fword ! 
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He  feemed  not  to  apprehend  danger  from  the 
other  boats;  or  to  dream  of  affafilns,  but  among  our 
own  people. 


SATURDAY,  14th  June. 

At  day -break  the  fignai  was  made  for  failing* 
Lieutenant  * * arofe,  rather  more  compofed  than 

ufual,  and  permitted  his  baggage  to  be  put  into 
the  other  boat,  without  complaining.  Tie  had  re- 
flection enough  at  this  moment,  to  fee  the  ne- 
ce/Taty  of  our  reparation ; and  afllired  us,  that  he 
held  himfelf  in  no  more  danger  in  one  place  than 
another.  It  was  his  firm  opinion  that  our  deftiny 
was  certain,  whether  in  this  veflel  or  that,  at 
Yambo  or  at  Judda.  We  paid  for  his  pafTage,  and 
gave  the  mafter  of  the  boat  a verbal  meffage  for 
the  vizier,  to  advertife  him  of  our  companion’s  fitu- 
ation,  and  to  requeft  his  good  offlees,  in  getting 
him  conveyed  fafely  to  Judda.  Our  letter  for 
Captain  Bacon,  we  committed  to  the  flave-boy,  to- 
gether with  his  mafter’s  fworcls  and  keys.  This  is 
a flirewd  honeft  boy,  who  we  make  no  doubt  will 
be  as  careful  as  he  can  be,  of  his  mailer,  on  this 
Ihort  palTage.  We  had  the  fatisfadlion  to  perceive, 
that  Lieutenant  * left  us  much  more  readily,  than 
we  could  have  expefled.  Though  his  antipathy 
to  the  Arabs  is  rooted  in  his  prefent  diforder,  he 
diftinguilhes  ours  more  particularly,  in  his  dif- 
trull  ; and  perhaps,  the  quitting  their  company 
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is  a temporary  relief  to  his  mind.  Fortunate  did 
we  hold  it,  that  not  an  angry  word  was  requifite, 
to  haften  his  departure;  affedted  as  we. were  at  the 
fituation  of  a perfon,  whom  we  had  fome  regard 
for,  and  averfe  to  embittering  the  potion  which  was 
prepared  for  him.  Our  principal  confolation  arofe 
from  the  wind  being  fair  for  his  return.  It  enfured 
liis  reaching  Yambo  in  a few  hours;  and  might 
throw  him  even  in  the  way  of  the  Adventure, 
which  we  had  feen  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbor  but 
two  days  before.  At  all  events,  we  depended  on 
the  vizier  s treating  him  with  the  fame  humanity  as 
before;  and  complying  with  the  requeft,  which  we 
had  made  in  his  behalf. 

The  boats  had  not  long  left  us  with  Lieutenant 
* * *,  when  a breeze  of  wind  came  off  the  land. 
We  prefently  got  under  fail,  and  had  made  a good 
ftretch  along  fliore,  when  the  wind  fuddenly  came 
ahead,  and  blew  fo  flrong,  as  to  oblige  us  to  tack 
about,  and  look  for  a Ihelter  from  its  fury.  We 
ran  back  a good  way  on  this  defign,  and  at  ii 
A.  M.  entered  a large  bay  encircled  by  a reef  of 
rocks,  to  which  we  fattened  our  boat,  in  the  man- 
ner before  deferibed.  This  bay  is  called  Jeraboop, 
by  the  Arabians.  In  the  middle  of  it  there  is  an 
ifland,  on  which  ttands  a priett’s  houfe.  His  name 
is  Beridi,  and  we  underttand  that  he  is  vittted  by  all 
^ the  faithful  who  pafs  by,  on  account  of  his  extreme 
piety  and  old  age.  We  were  too  much  taken  up 
with  the  late  misfortune  which  had  befallen  our  fo- 
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ciety,  to  indulge  curiofity ; and  lefc  our  Arabs  to 
pay  tlieir  devotions  on  the  ifland  alone. 

We  could  get  no  obfervation  at  noon.  The 
wind  blew  very  violent  the  whole  day  from  the 
N.  W'.  but  there  is  no  fea  in  this  bay,  though  it  is 
two  miles  acrofs  from  the  rocks  to  the  Hiore,  which 
is  here  as  mountainous  as  ufual.  We  caught  fome 
beautiful  rock-lilh  in  the  evening,  with  our  hooks. 
They  were  well  tailed,  and  encouraged  us  to  hope 
for  fuch  refrefhments,  at  other  places  on  the  coail. 
The  wind  increafed  during  the  night,  and  threatens 
a ftorm. 


SUNDAY,  15th  June. 

We  cannot  move  this  morning,  as  the  wind  ilill 
remains  contrary : the  weather  is  very  boiilerous 
without,  but  we  may  laugh  at  the  ftorm,  which 
idly  fpends  its  rage  on  the  reef  of  rocks,  that  rifes 
up,  like  the  fevenfold  ftiield  of  Ajax,  between  us 
and  danger.  Never  was  a coaft  fo  provided  by  na- 
ture, with  a barrier  againft  the  hoftilities  of  the  fea 
or  of  mankind.  The  very  furge  is  not  permitted 
to  lafh  it.  And  all  the  navy  of  Europe  would  be 
deterred  by  this  formidable  outwork  from  ap- 
proaching any  fortification  wlii’ch  might  be  credlcd 
on  the  fhore.  What  a pity  is  it,  that  the  country  is 
not  worthy  of  the  difpofition,  which  has  been  made 
in  its  favor ! There  is  no  occafion  for  armies  to 
protedl  the  coaft  j and  it  is  certain,  that  Arabia  Pe- 
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trea  is  not  indebted  to  this  line  of  rocks,  for  h^f 
fecurity.  She  poured  forth  myriads  of  enthufiafts, 
under  her  warlike  fon  Mahomet,  in  fearch  of  more 
fertile  lands.  Nor  does  it  appear,  that  her  defarts, 
in  that  interval,  attradled  the  avarice  of  foreign  in- 
vaders. 

We  amufed  ourfelves  during  the  morning  in 
catching  fifh,  which  readily  take  the  bait  here. 
Some  of  them  have  a mouth  like  a parrot’s  beak, 
which  our  Arabs  advife  us  not  to  eat.  But  whe- 
• ther  from  their  unfeemly  form,  or  their  being 
really  unwholefome,  Ibrahim  could  not  difcover. 
At  lo  A.  M.  we  faw  a boat  Handing  towards 
ns,  which  we  fuppofe  to  be  bound  to  Yambo. 
The  people  on  board  defcried  us,  and  at  eleven 
o’clock  fhe  run  fo  near  the  reef  we  were  upon, 
as  to  be  within  hearing.  We  find  fhe  comes  from 
Suez,  and  learn  that  moft  of  the  Englifii  veflels 
have  left  that  port.  This  was  all  the  converfation 
- that  we  had  with  the  boat,  which  put  before  the 
wind,  and  was  foon  out  of  fight.  We  gather  this 
confolation,  however,  from  the  intelligence,  that  it 
is  likely  the  winds  are  about  to  fhift  in  this  quarter. 
We  can  no  otherwile  account  for  the  departure  of 
our  fiiips  from  Suez,  fo  much  earlier  than  w^e  ex- 
pected. Our  voyage  may  therefore,  be  more  prof- 
perous  than  it  promifed  to  be. 

We  had  no  obfervation  at  noon,  and  the  wind 
remained  in  the  N.  W.  quarter  while  we.  lay  here. 
A poor  v/oman  waded,  and  fwam  through  the 
w'ater  to  our  boat  in  the  evening,  and  w'as  very 

thankful 


tJiankful  for  fome  meafures  of  rice  which  fhe  took 
away. 


MONDAY,  i6th  June. 

We  were  awakened  at  one  o’clock  this  morn- 
ing, by  the  boat  getting  under  way.  It  is  impof- 
fible  for  the  Arabs  to  perform  this  manoeuvre, 
without  our  knowledge ; and  though  we  loft  our 
reft  by  the  noife  on  board,  we  were  agreeably  fur- 
prized  at  their  taking  advantage  of  the  light  breeze, 
which  came  from  the  land.  With  fail  and  oar,  v/e 
made  a fhift  to  go  at  the  rate  of  a knot  and  a knot 
and  an  half  an  hour,  the  whole  night.  At  day- 
break w'e  faw  a veftel  to  the  N.  W.  ftanding  as  we 
did.  Our  people  fay,  that  flie  is  alfo  bound  for 
Suez,  and  has  been  out  no  lefs  than  twenty  days 
from  Yambo.  At  9 A.  M.  we  difeovered  two 
more  fail  ahead.  At  ten  we  perceived  a Ihoal, 
which  they  call  Morfa,  fome  leagues  diftant  j and 
at  noon,  two  of  the  boats  appeared  at  anchor, 
within  a point  of  land  in  the  N.  E.  quarter.  We 
ftood  fbr  them ; but  the  wind  had  nov/  fliifted  to 
the  N.  W.  and  it  was  the  work  of  fome  hours,  to 
carry  ourfelves  within  the  reef  where  the  largeft 
veftel  was  lying.  We  hooked  our  boat  clofe  by 
her  about  3 P.  M.  and  underftand  the  bay  we  are 
in  is  called  Banas.  By  our  obfervation  to-day  it 
lies  in  the  latitude  of  24”  30"  north.  Cape  Mahar 
within  view  to  the  northward.  We  are  much  dif- 
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appointed  at  finding  what  little  progrefs  we  have 
made  fince  we  left  Yambo;  and  particularly,  after 
having  been  at  fea  to-day  no  lefs  than  fourteen 
hours.  But  our  voyage  bears  an  intimate  refein- 
blance  to  what  the  Greeks  embarked  in  of  old  j 
and  by  our  mode  of  coafting  alone,  we  can  eafily 
conceive  UlyfTes  to  have  been  ten  years  rounding 
the  fliores  of  Greece ; without  the  intervention  of 
any  enmity,  but  what  the  mariner  may  expedl  from 
the  winds  and  waves. 

In  the  evening  we  went  on  board  the  vefTel  by 
us.  Her  burden  and  accommodations  place  her  far 
above  the  ftile  of  our  boat ; and  we  could  not  but 
repine  at  our  lot,  which  had  thrown  us  into  an  open 
boat,  when  it  is  plain  that  fome  of  them  are  pro- 
vided with  cabbins.  We  were  received  very  ci- 
villy by  her  nokidah,  who  tells  us  that  he  is  going 
to  Suez.  He  is  fickly,  and  was  very  thankful  for 
fome  medicines  we  fpared  him,  which  we  brouglit 
with  us  for  the  complaint  he  is  afflidled  with. 
Thefe,  the  Arabians  never  fail  to  folicit  of  Eu- 
ropeans, when  they  have  occafion  for  them,  as  they 
have  a notion  that  we  have  one  and  all  of  us,  a 
fmattering  in  phyfic.  The  wind  frefhened,  and 
blew  all  night  from  the  N.  W.  as  ufual. 

TUESDAY,  17th  June. 

The  wind  is  ftill  contrary,  and  we  cannot  move 
this  morning.  It  blew  fo  ftrong  at  day-break,  that 
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our  Arabs  made  our  boat  faft  with  another  rope,  by 
a turn  round  a pointed  rock.  Where  we  lie.  a 
man  of  war  might  ride  in  great  fecurity.  There 
are  feveral  fathoms  of  water  clofe  by  the  rocks, 
which  break  the  force  of  the  fwell  that  tumbles 
down  from  the  N.  W.  the  reef  at  low  water  is  every 
where  dry,  and  we  then  pick  up  plenty  of  fifli 
among  the  crevices  of  the  rocks.  While  we  have 
this  fupply,  we  lliall  not  be  at  a lofs  for  provifions. 
We  have  ftill  a flieep  left,  and  IhaU  referve  a few 
fowls  which  we  got  from  the  Adventure,  for  more 
neceflitous  times. 

At  8 A.  M.  the  nokidah  of  the  large  veffel  paid 
I us  a vifit.  It  was  partly  to  return  our  compliment, 
but  his  principal  bufinefs  was  to  look  at  our  chart 
of  the  Red  Sea.  Our  Arabs  tell  us  that  he  is  one 
of  the  belt  pilots  of  their  nation.  On  a review  of 
this  chart  we  find  it  tolerably  exacSt,  as  to  the  names 
of  the  ifiands  and  headlands  on  this  coaft.  It  is 
our  intention,  in  tlie  courfe  of  our  voyage,  to  cor- 
re£l  it  w'here  it  is  faulty,  and  to  point  out  all  the 
reefs  and  flioals  between  Yambo  and  Cape  Maho- 
met. We  have  the  advantage  of  being  with  pi- 
lots, who  are  acquainted  with  every  creek  and 
corner  of  the  coaft ; and  may  gather  fuch  informa- 
tion of  the  track,  as  will  prove  of  fervice  to  vef- 
fels  thrown  by  currents  on  this  dangerous  fliore. 
The  fellow’s  furprize  was  very  great,  to  hear  places 
named  by  ftrangers,  which  only  thofe  of  his  own 
[ profefiion  among  his  countrymen  were  acquainted 
r with.  They  have  no  fuch  thing  as  a chart  j but 
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his  natural  fagacity  quickly  made  him  comprehend 
the  plan  of  ours.  But  as  v;e  are  the  firfl:  Europe- 
ans whom  he  has  heard  of  in  this  navigation,  he 
cannot  reconcile  to  himfelf,  how  the  fituation  of 
thefe  iflands  could  have  been  taken  by  velTels  that 
dare  not  approach  them.  He  has  not  die  lead;  idea 
of  the  life  of  the  quadrant ; and  he  conceived  that 
we  were  rather  making  difcoveries  in  the  heavens, 
than  afcertaining  our  latitude  below. 

We  began  to  keep  a regular  watch  to-night. 
Each  gentleman  and  his  fervant  to  take  two  hours 
in  rotation.  We  lliall  run  no  rifle,  it  feems,  until 
we  get  among  the  iflands,  but  it  is  prudent  to 
inure  ourfelves  in  time  to  a necefiary  habit.  There 
were  hard  gales  from  the  N.  W.  all  day  and  part  of 
the  night. 

WEDNESDAY,  i8th  June. 

We  were  under  way  at  6 A.  M.  with  the  wind 
at  N.  by  W.  and  Hood  out  to  fea.  But  the  wind 
was  too  moderate  to  be  of  much  fervice  to  us, 
againfl;  the  heavy  fwell  which  the  late  blowing 
weather  has  occafioned.  We  tacked  therefore  at 
lo  o’clock,  and  the  wind  coming  round  more  to 
the  W.  we  were  enabled,  contrary  to  our  expec- 
tations, to  fetch  a reef  to  the  northward  of  Cape 
Mahar  about  2 P.  M.  There  is  another  boat  ac 
anchor  about  a mile  to  the  northward  of  us,  fup- 
poled  alfo  to  be  bound  to  Suez.  Our  boat  beats 
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better  to  windward  than  the  two  which  were  in 
company  with  us  yefterday.  The  iargeft  of  which 
has  run  into  fliore  near  a league  to  the  fouthward, 
and  the  other  within  a mile  of  us. 

We  were  difappointed  of  an  obfervation  to-day 
by  the  higli  lands  to  the  fouthward,  which  ob- 
ftrufted  our  view.  Our  progrefs  however  has  been 
very  little.  Were  not  the  full  moon  at  hand, 
we  fliOLild  look  for  little  fuccefs  in  beating  up  fuch 
a coaft  as  this.  A few  days  of  a foutherly  wind 
would  give  us  a good  diove  in  the  fliort  diftance 
we  are  going ; and  all  our  hopes  reft  on  the  influ- 
ence of  this  ufeful  planet.  The  gentle  light  which 
Ihe  now  affords  us  during  the  night-feafon,  proves 
a great  relief  to  us  after  the  funfhine  of  the  day, 
in  this  fultry  month.  But  difficult  as  we  find  it  to 
keep  ourfelves  cool  in  the  day-time,  it  is  no  eafier 
matter  to  defend  our  bodies  from  the  damps  of  the 
night,  when  the  v/ind  is  loaded  with  the  heavieft 
dews  that  ever  fell.  To  be  in  readinefs  for  every 
change  of  wind  in  our  favor,  we  are  obliged  to 
forego  the  benefit  of  the  awning  I mentioned.  We 
lie  expofed  to  the  whole  weight  of  the  dews,  and 
the  cloaks  in  which  we  v/rap  ourfelves,  are  as  wet 
in  the  morning,  as  if  they  had  been  immerfed  in 
the  fea.  It  is  plain,  however,  that  they  are  not  im- 
pregnated with  the  bad  qualities,  which  render  peo- 
ple fo  fearful  of  the  dew  in  moft  parts  of  the  world, 
or  our  conftitutions  would  have  evinced  the  fadt. 

The  weather  was  very  moderate  during  the  night> 
?nd  the  wind  remained  in  the  ufual  quarter.  We 
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relieved  our  watch  regularly,  as  the  night  before, 
and  find  that  a little  pra6lice  will  make  it  eafy  to 
us. 


THURSDAY,  19th  June. 

We  got  under  fail  at  day -break  with  the  wind 
at  N.  and  flood  out  to  fea  until  10  o’clock.  The 
wind  now  heading  us,  -we  tacked  and  lay  up  along 
Ihore.  Our  courfe  was  but  flow,  but  we  continued 
gaining  ground  until  2,  P.  M.  when  we  ran  into  a 
fine  bay,  and  brought  to,  on  a reef  within  an  hun- 
dred yards  of  the  beach.  We  are  not  at  all  dif- 
pleafed  with  the  working  of  our  boat.  She  has 
run  her  two  conforts  out  of  fight,  and  beat  the  boat 
which  was  -a-head  of  us  yefterday.  There  was  a 
contefl  between  them  the  whole  morning,  and  the- 
vi6lory  declared  in  favor  of  our  boat,  which  has 
fetched  a mile  to  windward  of  the  other.  How- 
ever contemptible  the  prize,  there  is  a fecret  fatis- 
faftion  in  being  fuperior  to  our  neighbors  on  every 
occafion.  And  I doubt,  whether  the  winner  at  an 
horfe-race  could  have  exulted  more,  than  we  did 
at  our  dexterity,  in  beating  a veffel,  much  worfe 
found  than  ours. 

The  bay  we  are  in,  is  in  the  latitude  of  24°  36' 
N.  by  an  obfervation  which  we  took  to-day.  To 
the  W.  it  is  defended  by  a reef  of  rocks,  and  the 
high  land  to  the  northward  and  eaflward,  would 
fecure  it  from  a florm  in  thofe  points.  There  is 
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water  enough  within  for  the  largeft  ihlps;  but  it  is 
very  uncertain,  whether  they  could  gain  admittance 
within  the  reef  that  guards  this  coaft.  It  is  not 
always  that  we  difcern  that  reef  to  the  weftward 
of  us ; but  there  is  every  reafon  to  imagine,  that 
we  are  ftill  failing  within  it ; and  that  the  rocks  are 
only  more  iunken  in  thofe  places,  wheie  the  fea  is 
not  feen  to  break  upon  them.  It  was  accident 
alone,  that  brought  the  Adventure  through  this 
reef  before  our  arrival  at  Yambo;  and  it  would 
be  the  fame  chance,  that  would  fteer  a veflel  of  her 
burthen  into  this  bay,  clear  of  the  dangers  which 
impede  the  palTage  *, 


* The  Author  is  forry  to  obferve,  that  there  is  a chafm  in 
tbis  part  of  the  journal,  which  all  his  labor  and  afliduity  has 
not  been  able  to  fupply.  Some  remarks  on  the  curious  econo- 
my of  the  rocks  on  the  coaft  of  Arabia  Petrea,  were  miflaid  be- 
fore the  firft  publication,  and  to  memory  alone,  muft  he  truft 
for  the  matter  of  them  in  this  edition.  As  that  coaft,  perhaps, 
throughout  the  known  world  is  folely  ftudded  thus  with  funken 
rocks,  fo  is  the  peculiarity  heightened  by  their  general  fub- 
ftance  and  formation.  Bare  and  defolate  as  the  fliore  appears 
to  the  eye,  on  a calm  day  the  fhallows  betray  the  moft  beauti- 
ful bodies  cf  coral  and  ftone,  which  branch  horizontally, 
or  rife  perpendicularly,  like  extenfivc  forefts  beneath  the 
waves.  In  proportion  to  her  parfimony  alhore.  Nature  feerris 
to  have  been  lavifti  of  her  charms  in  the  clear  bofom  of  this 
fea,  which  gave,  perchance,  to  the  antients  the  idea  of  groves 
and  palaces  beneath  the  deep,  the  haunts  of  Neptune  and  his 
court,  and  were  the  origin  of  fables,  which  are  laid  to  have 
fprung  from  this  quarter.  No  one  can  doubt  that  the  ocean 

teems  with  vegetable  produftions ; but  only  on  this  uncommon 
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To  atone,  in  fome  fneafure,  for  the  want  of  ex* 
ercife  in  our  prefent  fituation,  we  make  a pradtice 
of  going  into  the  water  regularly  before  fun-fet. 
The  coves  we  lie  in,  are  very  convenient  for  this 
purpofe  i and  we  find  great  benefit,  as  well  as  re- 
freihment,  from  the  fait  water. 


FRIDAY,  2oth  June. 

We  weighed  at  day-break,  and  flood  out  to 
fea,  with  the  wind  at  N.  N,  W.  At  7 A.  M* 

coaft  have  they  been  pervious  to  mortal  eye.  Much  more  than 
we  perceived  was  communicated  to  us  by  the  diver  aforemen-  . 
tioned,  at  Yambo,  who  defcribed  fuch  caverns  and  places  that 
he  had  met  with  under  water,  as  would  juftify  the  moft  extra- 
vagant accounts  of  the  poets  on  this  head.  It  may  not  be 
amifs  to  obferve  here,  that  the  conjecture  already  ftarted  in  this 
work,  relative  to  the  barren  afpeCt  of  the  coaft  of  Arabia,  is 
almoft  confirmed  by  the  circumftance  of  her  dangerous  and 
almoft  unnavigable  fhores.  As  the  waters  retired  from  the 
ftrand,  thefe  rocks,  which  were  before  covered,  began  alfo  to 
appear,  and  to  interrupt  a navigation,  which  in  the  days  of 
Solomon  was  probably  more  fecure  than  at  prelent.  At  leaft, 
if  we  can  judge  from  the  fuccefs  of  the  voyages  performed  by 
his  order  in  the  Red  Sea,  it  is  not  likely,  that  the  fame  fttoals 
and  breakers  could  have  been  avoided  by  the  ignorant  navi- 
gators of  that  age,  which  are  fo  fatal  to  the  experienced  of  our 
own ! Nor  can  it  be  fuppofed  that  the  veftels  he  employed, 
were  of  the  light  ftruClure  and  burthen  with  the  prefent  craft 
of  Arabia;  as  it  is  now  generally  underftood,  that  they  brought 
their ' cargoes  of  gold,  precious  ftones,  and  fpicvS  from  the 
Eaftern  iflands — a voyage  that  would  require  bottoms  of  no  in- 
coniiderable  bulk. 
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we  faw  the  ifland  of  Hafana,  bearing  about  N. 
N.  W.  at  the  diftance  of  eight  leagues.  At  eight, 
we  ran  by  a funken  rock,  above  three  leagues  fromi 
the  land  and  at  the  fame  time  we  difcerned  break- 
ers upon  our  lee-quarter,  a league  further  in  the 
fea.  At  ten  we  tacked  with  the  wind  at  W.  and 
ftood  along  the  coaft.  At  eleven  we  came  among 
a number  of  breakers,  that  extend  three  or  four 
leagues  into  the  fea.  Our  pilot  appears  to  be  well 
experienced  in  this  navigation.  He  difplayed  his 
dexterity  to-day,  by  running  us  through  narrow 
channels,  and  almoft  brulhing  the  rocks  to  the 
windward  of  the  boat.  This  is  as  dangerous  a 
part  as  w^e  have  feen  of  this  coaft ; nor  would  it  be 
polTible  for  a fhip,  without  an  Arabian  pilot  on 
board,  to  fteer  through  this  net  of  rocks  and  flioals, 
except  by  a miracle. 

We  proceeded  under  an  eafy  fail  for  fome  hours. 
The  weather  was  remarkably  hot,  and  we  were  ex- 
pofed,  as  ufual,  to  all  the  rage  of  a vertical  fun. 
But  we  had  the  fatisfattion  to  reflect,  that  we  were 
gaining  fomewhat  on  our  way.  And  this  ferved  to 
alleviate  the  inconveniences  to  which  we  are  fub- 
jected  by  our  fituation.  The  fatisfadlion,  however, 
was  tranfient.  I'he  wind  headed  us  at  two  o’clock, 
and  we  were  obliged  to  run  into  Ihore  by  another 
boat,  which  is  faid  to  be  bound  for  Suez.  We  had 
the  mortification  fcill  not  to  keep  the  ground  which 
we  had  fo  happily  attained.  The  pilot  did  not 
like  the  birth,  and  ran  back  again  to  th^"  louth- 
ward,  in  fearch  of  another.  It  is  impoflible  to  por- 
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tray  the  countenances  which  we  exhibited  during 
this  manoeuvre.  We  could  not  contain  our  vex- 
ation, and  remonftrated  pretty  warmly  with  the 
pilot,  on  his  fportingwith  our  good  fortune,  and 
throwing  away  the  advantages  which  we  fo  feldorn 
obtained.  He  lent  a deaf  car  to  our  complaints  ; 
and  went  near  a league,  before  we  arrived  at  the 
bay  where  he  intended  to  pafs  the  night.  Here  we 
came  to  on  a reef,  at  4 P.  M.  and  found  the  water 
not  deep  enough  to  admit  veliels  of  any  burthen. 
Our  obfervation  at  noon  brought  us  into  the 

latitude  of  24°  46'  N.  The  wind  was  moderate 
all  night  from  the  N.  W. 


SATURDAY,  2ifl:  June. 

We  were  rouzed  at  three  this  morning  by  the 
boat  getting  under  way.  Our  beds  take  up  the 
breadth  of  the  boat,  and  were  we  ever  fo  much 
overpowered  with  deep,  the  trampling  of  the  ma- 
riners’ feet  upon  our  bodies,  would  foon  chafe  away 
all  inclinations  of  that  nature.  There  was  a light 
breeze  from  the  land,  and  the  moon  being  at  her 
full  juft  before  it  fprang.up,  flatters  our  hopes  of 
more  favorable  winds  for  fome  days  to  come.  We 
went  eafily  along  until  day-break,  when  the  high 
land  of  Hafana  appeared,  bearing  N.  W.  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  fix  leagues.  This  ifland  is  in  the  form  of  a 
fugar-loaf,  and  rifes  like  an  exhalation  from  the  fea. 
At  9 A.  M.  a fine  breeze  fprung  up  from  the  S.  E. 
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and  at  noon  we  anchored  in  a fmall  bay,  off  the 
northernmoft  point  of  Hafana.  We  were  much  out 
of  humor  at  this  delay,  but  found  it  impoffible  to 
prevent  the  Arabs  ftopping,  for  purpofes  unknown 
to  us.  It  is  an  hardfhip  on  us,  to  lofe  the  benefit 
of  a fair  wind,  with  a month’s  provifion  and  water 
on  board.  But  we  are  obliged  to  confider  the  re- 
folutions  of  thefe  people  as  law,  in  every  thing 
that  refpedts  the  management  of  the  boat. 

The  ifland  of  Hafana  is  a barren  rock,  inhabited 
only  at  particular  feafons,  when  the  natives  from 
the  continent  bring  off  wood,  water,  and  provi- 
fions,  for  the  conveniency  of  vefiels  that  pafs  to  and 
fro.  They  ered;  temporary  habitations  for  their 
families,  and  live  chiefly  upon  the  fifh  with  which 
this  coaft  abounds.  This  ifland  is  not  more  than 
two  leagues  long,  and  about  half  as  broad.  It  lies 
about  three  leagues  from  the  main,  and  in  the  lati- 
fude  of  25“  3'  N.  by  this  day’s  obfervation.  Here 
we  found  three  boats,  bound  likewife  for  Suez. 
They  mean  to  join  us  to-morrow,  in  order  to  pafs 
the  clufter  of  iflands  that  lies  to  the  northward  of 
this.  This  we  learn  from  our  nokidah  j who  af- 
fures  us  that  the  Buddoos,  or  wild  Arabs,  infeft 
thofe  parts,  and  make  no  fcruple  to  attack  a Angle 
boat.  It  was  one  reafon  for  his  calling  here,  if  we 
are  to  take  his  word  ; and  though  we  hold  oiirfelves 
ftrong  enough  to  venture  fmgly  through  this  fea, 
all  argument  and  difpleafure  on  our  fide,  are  equally 
vain. 

I'he  wind  blew  brifkly  from  the  S.  E.  the  re- 
mainder 
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mainder  of  the  day,  and  continued  In  the  fame 
quarter  until  we  retired  to  reft.  The  lofs  of  time 
did  not  add  more  to  our  difcontent,  than  did  the  in- 
dolence and  phlegm  of  our  Ai'abs. 

SUNDAY,  22d  June. 

Our  nokidah  and  pilot  both  lay  aftiore  laft  night, 
fo  that  it  was  not  pradlicable  for  us  to  have  failed, 
had  our  inclinations  only  been  confulted.  A land 
breeze  came  off  from  the  N.  E.  about  an  hour  be- 
fore day-break,  and  at  6 A.  M.  we  fent  Ibrahim 
aftiore  to  haften  our  people.  He  returned  with  an 
anfwer,  that  the  other  boats  were  not  ready,  and 
that  it  was  fruitlefs  to  urge  the  neceffity  of  our  af- 
fairs, or  to  expe6t  their  departure  a moment  before 
their  own  time. 

It  is  more  than  probable,  that  the  fnow  Aurora 
was  wrecked  on  the  back  of  this  ifland  in  the 
month  of  December ; a circumftance  which  has 
been  already  noticed  in  this  work..  The  captain’s 
journal  places  the  ifland  in  this  latitude  i and  we 
have  fufficient  proofs  of  a wreck  being  in  this 
neighborhood.  The  beach  is  covered  with  a num- 
ber of  * teak-timbers,  knees,  and  bolts  of  a veffel ; 
and  a fine  Englifh-built  cutter  lies  upon  the  ftrand, 
which  is  new,  and  in  good  repair. 

• The  teak-tree  is  a native  of  India,  and  its  timber  re* 
femblcs  oak  fo  much,  that  it  is  ufed  throughout  the  Eaft  for  ftiip- 
building.  It  is  thought  to  furpafs  oak  in  point  of  duration. 
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At  nine  •we  weighed,  in  company  with  five  boats, 
and  Hood  to  the  eaftward,  with  little  or  no  wind. 
At  ten  a fine  breeze  fprung  up  from  the  S.  W. 
and  we  ran  by  a number  of  flioals  and  breakers  to 
the  windward  of  us,  that  are  four  or  five  leagues 
from  the  main.  At  eleven  we  pafied  a fandy 
ifland,  from  which  there  appears  to  ftretch  a con- 
nedfed  line  of  breakers  to  the  ifland  of  Hafana, 
Within  this  line  we  have  made  our  run  to-day.  At 
2 P.  M.  we  anchored  to  the  eaftward  of  the  ifland 
of  Harama,  which  lies  about  fix  leagues  to  the 
northward  of  Hafana.  We  had  no  obfervation  at 
noon,  but  we  conclude  it  from  our  reckoning  to  be 
in  the  latitude  of  25°  20'  N.  This  is  a low  fandy 
ifland,  extending  about  two  miiles  in  length,  and 
half  a mile  in  breadth,  and  fituated  about  a league 
from  the  main.  There  are  a few  huts  near  the 
place  we  are  anchored  at,  which  ferve  to  fliew  the 
poverty  of  the  inhabitants,  and  that  we  have  little 
to  fear  from  them,  though  we  perceive  that  there 
are  boats  belonging  to  the  ifland. 

From  this  day’s  navigation  we  are  convinced, 
that  no  fliip  can  approach  this  part  of  the  coaft  of 
Arabia,  with  any  degree  of  lecurify ; as  the  fea  is 
all  along  foul  Vv'ith  fhoals  and  rocks,  and  we  fre- 
quently faw  breakers  to  windward  of  us,  wJiich 
could  not  be  lefs  than  fix  or  feven  leagues  from  the 
land.  I'he  wind  ■v\^as  variable  during  the  night, 
but  blew  chiefly  from  the  weft  ward. 
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MONDAY,  23d  June. 

We  weighed  at  day-break,  after  taking  on 
board  a couple  of  flieep,  which  we  purchafed  here 
for  three  dollars  each.  There  was  a bride  breeze 
from  the  E.  N.  E.  with  which  we  flood  along  the 
coaft.  At  feven  o’clock  we  pafled  the  fmall  ifland 
of  Abumellie,  which  is  furrounded  by  breakers. 
Here  we  difeovered  an  Arab  family  afhore,  and  a 
boat  put  off  with  fome  of  the  men,  to  vifit  our 
people.  This  ifland  is  bare  of  every  thing  but  a 
few  bullies,  and  does  not  lie  half  a league  from  the 
main.  At  eight  the  wind  came  round  to  N.  which 
obliged  us  to  ftand  out  more  to  fea.  Our  bark  is, 
indeed,  a prime  failer,  and  no  vefTel  which  we  have 
met  with,  can  keep  pace  with  her.  But  this  is  ra- 
ther a difadvantage  to  us,  as  our  pilot  daily  foregoes 
the  fuperiority  he  has  gained,  to  keep  company  with 
the  other  boats.  He  now  inclined  more  to  the 
weftward  than  was  neceffary.  His  intention  was 
evidently  to  loiter  for  our  conforts.  We  cannot 
prevent  the  delay  which  this  plan  muft  occafion, 
during  our  difagreeable  voyage.  Our  Arabs  feem 
refolved  to  grant  their  countrymen  the  protedion 
which  our  company  may  afford  them  j and  at  the 
fame  time,  they  are  not  wanting  to  perfuade  us,  that 
our  fecurity  confifts  in  going  together. 

The  run  to-day  has  been  very  clear,  and  the 
coaft  appears  more  fertile,  than  we  have  feen  it  on 
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this  fide  of  Mocha.  At  2 P.  M.  we  tacked  and  ran 
into  fhore.  To  our  great  difappointment,  we  could 
not  weather  a bluff  point  a-head  ; and  the  pilot  ran 
back  near  a league,  before  he  could  find  a fecure 
birth.  At  length  he  came  to,  on  a reef  clofe  to 
the  fiiore  before  four  o’clock,  where  we  were  pre- 
fently  joined  by  two  of  our  fleet.  We  could  get 
no  obfervat'ion  at  noon,  on  account  of  the  high  land 
to  the  fouthward  ; but,  by  our  reckoning,  we  take 
the  place  which  we  now  lie  in,  to  be  in  the  latitude 
of  25"  38"  N. 

We  liad  more  exercife  for  our  phyfical  fkill  this 
evening.  There  is  a boy  lying  Tick  of  a fever,  on 
board  one  of  the  boats  near  us ; and  on  application 
for  relief,  we  fent  him  fome  cooling  draughts,  to 
be  repeated  according  to  the  direftions  which  we 
received.  But  fome  bowls  of  weak  tea,  which  the 
boy  more  readily  took,  produced  an  immediate 
perfpiration,  and  feem  more  likely  to  promote  his 
recovery.  Our  fuccefs  will  not  fail  to  recommend 
us  to  the  Arabs.  The  wind  blew  from  the  S.  W,  a 
great  part  of  the  night. 


TUESDAY,  24th  June. 

We  got  under  fail  at  day-break,  with  a fine 
breeze  from  the  land,  in  company  with  the  two 
boats.  The  other  three  appearing  above  a league 
aflern.  We  kept  about  half  a league  from  the 
fhore,  but  found  the  water  fo  fhallow,  that  we  hold 

it 


126 


LETTER  I. 


it  Impoflible  the  annual  Judda  fhip  Ihould  go  to 
Suez  in  this  track.  There  were  breakers  the  whole 
way,  fome  leagues  without  us.  Several  fandy 
iflands  are  fcattered  about  this  part  of  the  coaft, 
which  are  laid  down  in  the  chart.  The  fhore  is 
now  covered  with  underwood,  and  interfperfed 
with  date-trees ; but  no  inhabitants  have  come 
into  view. 

At  8 A.M.  the  wind  died  away,  and  our  crew 
took  to  their  oars  and  rowed  out  to  fea,  in  hopes  of 
meeting  with  the  fea-wind.  The  channels  here,  in 
many  places,  will  fcarcely  admit  our  boats  between 
them ; and  the  rocks  around  us  fland  out  of  the 
water,  and  are  covered  with  the  largeft  birds  which 
were  ever  feen.  The  Arabs  call  them  Meriah. 
They  have  a prodigious  long  bill  and  long  legs, 
which  enable  them  to  catch  fifli  in  near  a fathom 
water.  The  current  feems  to  be  for  us,  but  we 
have  no  opportunity  to  try  it.  At  nine  we  came 
up  with  the  fouthernmoft  point  of  the  iOand  of 
Naaman,  which  is  laid  down  in  the  chart  in  26°  6' 
north  } with  fands  about  it.  But  this  we  find  to  be 
an  error.  The  ifland  begins  in  the  latitude  of 
25°  50'  and  extends  to  26°  6'  north  j and  although 
at  a diftance,  it  might  be  taken  for  a number  of 
different  ifiands,  on  a nearer  view,  it  proves  to  be 
one  continued  land,  overflown  in  feveral  quarters  at 
high  water.  We  run  between  this  ifland  and  the 
main,  through  very  clear  and  deep  water,  with  a 
llrong  breeze  at  W.  S,  W.  Latitude  per  obferva- 
tion  25°  50'. 
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At  3 P.  M.  we  opened  a cove  within  a reef  of 
rocks,  and  anchored  clofe  on  the  Arabian  coaft, 
where  one  of  our  fleet  had  already  arrived.  The 
reft  we  fairly  ran  out  of  fight  to-day,  except  a 
boat  of  our  own  fize,  commanded  by  our  pilot’s 
brother;  which  ftopped  at  Naaman  to  procure  a 
fnpply  of  wood.  By  our  reckoning,  we  take  our 
anchoring-place  to  be  in  the  latitude  of  26°  north. 
At  fun-fet  our  nokidah  weighed  his  anchor,  and 
ran  out  into  deeper  water,  to  prevent  a furprize 
from  the  wild  Arabs,  who  frequent  this  neighbor- 
hood. The  other  boat  followed  our  example. 
There  were  calms  and  light  airs  the  whole  night. 


WEDNESDAY,  25th  June. 

We  weighed  our  anchor  at  day-break,  with  a 
lio^ht  breeze  from  the  land.  The  two  boats  were 
in  company,  and  we  went  under  an  eafy  fail  for 
fome  hours.  At  8 A.  M.  a fine  gale  fprung  up 
from  the  fouthward,  and  agreeably  quickened  our 
courfe.  We  ran  by  feveral  Tandy  iflands,  within  a 
league  and  an  half  of  the  main,  and  in  fpite  of  the 
hot  weather,  entertained  our  imaginations  with  the 
fairnefs  of  the  wind,  and  the  novelty  of  the  naviga-r 
tion.  We  had  been  a fortnight  on  board  yefterday, 
and  though  we  were  advanced  not  a third  of  the 
diftance  to  Suez,  we  had  the  fatisfacftion  to  refledt, 
that  we  had  gained  all  our  ground  in  the  laft  four 
or  five  days.  For  the  firft  week  our  progrefs  had 
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been  delayed  by  the  misfortune  of  our  companion, 
and  the  ftrength  of  contrary  winds.  The  winds 
are  now  variable,  and  promife  to  be  fo  until  the 
change  of  the  moon.  It  only  depends  upon  our 
Arabs,  to  improve  the  occafion  which  fortune  pre- 
fents  to  us. 

On  fome  of  the  Iflands  which  we  pafTed,  were  fe- 
veral  birds,  larger  even  than  thofe  we  faw  yefterday. 
We  pofitively  miftook  them  for  men  at  a diftance, 
wading  in  the  fea ; and  one  of  them  was  fo  bold, 
as  not  to  be  feared  at  a Ihot,  which  was  fired  at  it 
from  our  boat.  At  1 1 A.  M.  the  wind  veered 
round  to  the  weftward,  and  our  pilot  thought  fit  to 
run  under  the  lee  of  a fandy  ifland,  where  the  otlier 
boats  foon  came  to,  likewife.  With  this  wind  we 
might  have  gone  a great  way  further  to  the  north- 
ward, were  we  not  in  a manner  fhut  up  among 
fhoals  and  rocks,  by  keeping  fo  clofe  to  the  Ikore. 
By  our  obfervation  this  Ifland  is  in  the  latitude  of 
26°  7'  north. 

Here  our  people  gathered  a quantity  of  eggs, 
which  the  birds  lay  upon  the  fandy  reefs.  They 
tell  us  thefe  eggs  are  weli-tafted  and  wholefome 
but  we  are  not  driven  to  fuch  ftreights,  as  to  be 
obliged  to  put  up  w'ith  all  kinds  of  food.  The 
boy  is  much  mended  in  his  fever,  and  entertains  a 
great  opinion  of  the  virtues  of  tea.  There  were 
light  airs  from  the  fouthward,  and  calms,  during 
the  night. 


THURSDAY, 


THURSDAY,  26th  June. 


We  got  under  fail  at  day-break,  in  company 
with  the  two  boats.  The  wind  was  at  S.  E.  and 
we  ran  eafily  for  fome  hours,  through  very  foul 
water,  with  fandy  iQands  on  each  fide  of  us.  At  9 
A.  M.  we  came  to,  under  a fmall  ifland  ; where  our 
nokidah  tells  us  we  muft  wait  for  the  reft  of  the 
fleer,  in  order  to  pafs  fome  iflands  ahead,  which  are 
haunted  by  piratical  Arabs.  The  caution  of  this 
man  begins  to  communicate  itfelf  to  our  minds. 
Were  there  not  fome  danger  lurking  near  us,  he 
could  not  be  fo  uniform  in  his  behavior,  or  fo'foli- 
citous  for  the  jundion  of  the  boats  behind  us.  As 
the  wind  frefhens  from  the  fouthv/ard,  we  have 
hopes  that  the  reft  of  the  fleet  will  join  us  in  a few 
hours.  But  this  is  little  confclation  to  perfons  in 
our  fituation,  who  are  anxious  to  conclude  our  voy- 
ajre,  and  are  obliged  to  forego  a fair  wind  in  a con- 
trary  monfoon.  This  ifland  is  about  four  leagues 
from  the  main,  and  by  our  obfervation,  is  in  the  la- 
titude of  26°  8'  N.  There  is  a prieft  dwells  upon 
it,  called  Morbeck,  to  whofe  cell  our  Arabs  are 
gone,  to  pray  for  a fair  wind,  at  a time  that  they  are 
trifling  one  away  ! To  the  fourh  of  this  ifland  there 
is  a remarkable  rock,  w hich  appears  at  a diftance, 
like  a lion  couchant.  One  of  the  boats  is  an- 
chored by  us,  the  other  is  gone  to  the  continent  to 
cut  wood. 
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At  noon  we  difcovcred  two  boats  to  the  foirth- 
ward,  and  before  2 P.  M.-we  were  joined  by  all  the 
fleet,-  except  one  boat  which  is  a bad  failor,  and 
lags  behind.  We  immediately  got  under  fail,  and 
flood  to  the  N.  W.  with  a fine  fea  breeze.  We 
ran  brifkly  through  deep  and  clear.water,  until  pafl 
four  o’clock,  when  the  wind  coming  round  to  the 
northward  of  weft,  the  whole  fleet  fleered  into  fhore, 
and  anchored  clofe  on  the  Arabian  coaft.  The 
hindermoft  boat  came  up  within  a mile  of  us,  fo 
that  we  are  now  fix  fail  in  company.  This  place, 
by  our  account,  lies  in  the  latitude  of  26“  16'  N. 

We  had  fcarcely  come  to  an  anchor,  when  we 
difeovered  camels  and  a number  of  women  moving 
towards  us.  They  proved  to  belong  to  a wander- 
in  o-  tribe  of  Arabs,  who  are  wont  to  come  down  in 
a friendly  manner,  to  fell  Iheep  and  water  to  veflels 
that  touch  on  the  coafl.  Their  appearance  was 
truly  miferable ; and  we  could  perceive  but  little 
difference  between  the  human  and  brute  creation, 
whom  nature  had  bred  in  this  defart  region.  Their 
wants,  their  appetites,  and  their  infenfibility,  bore 
an  intimate  refemblance  together.  And  they  were 
as  much  below  our  envy,  as  above  our  compajffion. 
Light  airs  from  the  weft  all  night. 


FRIDAY,  27th  June. 

We  were  difturbed  in  our  firft  fleep,  by  the  fleet  of 
boats  getting  under  way  at  one  this  morning. 

There 
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There  was  a light  breeze  from  the  land,  and  with 
the  help  of  our  oars,  we  made  a fihft  to  go  between 
two  and  three  knots  an  hour.  Our  run  was  through 
very  foul  and  {liallow  water.  At  1 1 A.  M.  we 
paired  a fandy  illand,  which  is  lofty,  and  makes  like 
the  ruins  of  a caftle  handing  in  the  water : the  fides 
perpendicular  and  appearing  like  walls,  and  at  one 
end,  the  face  refembling  a decayed  tower.  The 
rocks  in  this  fea  are  often  thrown  into  fantaftic 
fhapes.  Some  we  have  lecn  like  boats  under  fail, 
and  fome  like  animals  and  men. 

A fine  breeze  nowfprungup  from  the  S.  W.  and 
at  noon  we  ran  by  another  ifland,  fandy  like  the 
former,  and  lying  within  four  leagues  of  the  main. 
By  our  obfervation,  this  ifland  is  in  the  latitude  of 
26°  0.6'  N.  from  hence  we  continued  our  courfe 
through  clear  and  deep  water,  until  3 P.  M.  when 
the  wind  heading  us,  we  hood  into  Ihore,  to  fetch 
our  pilot’s  brother,  whofe  boat  got  the  hart  of  us 
to-day,  and  had  come  to  an  anchor  under  the  land. 
This  was  the  boat  that  went  for  wood  yefterday, 
and  v/e  w^ere  aftonifhed  to  fee  a fine  timber  on 
board,  which  fhe  had  picked  up  afliore.  It  is  of 
teak,  and  being  about  30  feet  long,  we  conjedlure 
it  to  be  one  of  the  beams  of  the  unfortunate  Aurora, 
which  the  fea  has  cafi;  up  again.  The  Arab  thinks 
j to  get  a good  price  for  it,  at  fome  of  the  ports  in 
I this  fea. 

This  place,  by  our  reckoning,  is  in  the  latitude  of 
I 26°  36^  N.  Elere  we  found  an  opening  in  the 
n land,  which  difclofed  a very  deep  and  romantic  val- 
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ley,  where  the  fea,  at  times,  appears  to  flow  In  to  a 
confiderable  depth.  The  fame  chain  of  mountains 
ftill  continues  within  land,  that  we  have  traced 
from  Yambo.  They  only  vary  in  the  line,  which 
in  fome  places,  approaches  nearer  to  the  coafl:  than 
in  others.  Four  'of  our  fleet  not  being  able  to 
reach  us,  bore  away  for  anchoring-ground,  which  is 
not  In  fight.  This  is  no  fmall  mortification  to  us, 
who  will  be  under  the  neceflity  of  waiting  for  them. 
The  wind  blew  from  the  weft  ward  during  the 
night. 


SATURDAY,  28th  June. 

There  was  a fine  breeze  fprang  up  from  the  land 
before  day-break,  but  we  did  not  weigh,  in  expe£l;a- 
tion  of  being  joined  by  the  other  boats.  At  5 
P.  M.  they  came  in  view,  but  the  force  of  the  wind 
was  fpent,  and  we  failed  with  little  or  no  wind.  At 
8 the  wind  came  round  to  the  N.  W.  and  began  to 
blow  fo  frefli,  that  our  pilot  was  fain  to  run  under  a 
reef  of  breakers,  which  lies  more  than  three  leagues 
from  the  main.  Here  our  pilot’s  brother  was  al- 
ready arrived,  but  none  of  the  reft  of  the  fleet  could 
.come  up.  Our  fituation  is  very  eligible.  We  are 
here  defended  from  the  violence  of  the  weather, 
and  are  ready  to  flip  out,  fhould  the  wind  veer 
again  to  the  eaft  or  fouth  quarters.  As  we  advance 
on  our  voyage,  we  have  daily  frefli  matter  of  fur- 
prize,  and  behold  the  intricacies  of  a navigation, 
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which  we  had  no  idea  could  exift  in  any  corner  of 
the  alobe.  By  our  obfervation,  this  reef  is  in  the 
latitude  of  c6"  40'  N.  Cape  Sellah  bears  due 
north,  at  the  diftance  of  fix  leagues. 

This  Tea  abounds  with  the  large  mother-of-pearl 
oyfters  ; and  our  nokidah  to-day  gave  us  a proof  of 
his  agilitv,  by  jumping  out  of  the  boat  when  under 
fail,  and  bringing  up  one  of  thefe  oyfters  in  two 
fathom  water,  in  time  to  catch  a rope  from  the 
boat’s  quarter.  Thefe  fellows’  dexterity  in  fifiiing 
cannot  be  fufficiently  admired;  and  wherever  we 
are,  we  may  depend  upon  our  maftei  for  a difh 
of  excellent  fifli.  At  low  water  the  reef  appears 
feme  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea,  and  our  table 
was  not  unprovided  with  its  ufual  fervice.  This 
circumftance  is  very  favorable  to  this  coafting 
voyage  ; as,  whatever  other  hardfiiips  they  may  en- 
dure, the  want  of  provifion  is  not  felt  by  the  ma- 
riners. 

There  were  hard  gales  all  day  from  the  N.  W.  fo 
that  we  could  not  quit  our  ftation.  As  the  moon 
enters  into  her  laft  quarter  to-day,  this  contrary 
wind  betides  us  no  good,  and  we  apprehend  there 
will  be  no  change  until  the  new  moon.  We  are 
become  very  flcilful  in  the  influences  of  this  pla- 
net ; but  how  are  they  to  be  pitied,  whofe  fuccefs 
depends  upon  fo  inconftant  a power  i TL  he  weather 
was  more  moderate  during  the  night,  ft  he  wind 
in  the  fame  point. 
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SUNDAY,  29th  June. 

At  half  paft  fix  this  morning  a light  breeze  canie 
off  the  land,  and  flattered  us  to  leave  our  {lation. 
We  weighed  in  company  with  the  other  boat,  and 
flood  to  the  N.  N.  W.  but  the  wind  fhifting  fud- 
denly  to  the  W.  N.  W.  and  an  ugly  fwell  being 
againfl:  us,  before  we  had  got  a league,  both  the 
boats  were  obliged  to  tack,  and  run  back  to  their 
former  birth  under  the  reef.  Here  we  were  joined 
by  three  more  of  our  fleet  at  9 A.  M.  They  had 
luckily  made  fuch  a flretch  to  fea,  as  to  be  able  to 
reach  this  reef,  when  the  wind  changed  to  the  wefl- 
ward.  There  was  now  but  one  mifling  boat,  and  at 
10,  we  difeovered  her  at  anchor  upon  the  reef, 
about  a league  to  the  fouthward.  Our  fears  of  the 
weather  are  now  confirmed.  We  mufl  look  for  de- 
lays for  fome  days  to  come;  which, joined  to  fome 
circumfliances  of  our  fituation,  call  forth  all  our  for- 
titude to  combat  with  cheerfully. 

The  weather  was  very  tempeftuous,  and  there 
were  frequent  gales  from  the  N.  W . during  the 
day.  The  night  was  more  moderate;  but  we  had 
a difturbance  of  another  nature  on  board  our  boat, 
which  alarmed  us  at  firft,  but  turned  out  to  be  a lu- 
dicrous, rather  than  a ferious  adventure. 

' f 

Befides  our  nokidah  and  pilot,  there  is  another 
Arab  on  board,  as  I have  faid  before.  The  refl  of 
the  crew  are  AbyfTinians.  During  the  firft  watch  at 
4 night. 
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which  It  wi^s  iTiy  turn  to  keep,  this  Aiab, 
who  was  talking  with  his  companions,  fuddenly  fell 
upon  the  deck  in  the  item  of  the  boat,  and  to  all 
appearance,  was  feized  with  a conviilfive  fit.  We 
were  immediately  in  motion,  and  oTeied  to  admi- 
nifter  fuch  relief  to  him,  as  we  had  feen  praftifed 
in  the  fame  cafes.  But  our  aflonifhment  was 
great,  when  we  found  the  Arabs  would  not  per- 
mit any  afiifiance  to  be  given  him.  They  de- 
clared, that  he  was  only  dnordered  in  iTiind,  and 
that  an  evil  fpirit  pofiefied  him,  who  could  only 
be  expelled  by  the  force  of  prayer.  Accoidingly 
the  nokidah  began  to  pray  over  him  aloud,  while 
two  men  held  the  unhappy  creature  down,  to  pre- 
vent, as  they  faid,  the  ill  efi-e6fs  of  the  temporary 
influence  which  over-ruled  him.  They  told  us 
(lories  of  men  in  this  fituation,  who  committed 
murder,  and  every  other  a6l  of  defperaticn.  This 
idea  appeared  fo  extravagant  to  us,  that  we  treated 
it  with  ridicule  *,  and  could  not  but  pity  the  ig- 
norance of  a people,  who  were  fuch  flaves  to  fuper- 
feition.  The  notion  was  certainly  imbibed  from 
the  demioniacs  of  Palefline,  who  are  mentioned  in 
the  New  Teflament.  We  have  fcriptural  autho- 
rity to  believe  their  cxiftence  at  a certain  period. 
But  to  fuppofe  they  have  ftill  liberty  to  enter  into 
human  bodies,  and  that  man  has  the  fame  power  as 
our  Saviour  poflrcfTcd  over  fu[)ernatural  beings,  are 
tenets  worthy  of  a weak  and  unenlightened  mind. 
We  v/ere  much  furprized,  however,  at  the  length 
of  the  fit,  which  continued  between  two  and  three 
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hours  ; and,  from  the  ftrong  agitations  of  his  body, 
left  the  Arab  in  a ftate  of  imbecillity  for  the  reft  of 
the  night.  But  the  devil  was  at  length  exorcifed, 
and  the  nokidah  remarked  to  us  with  triumph,  the 
great  efficacy  of  prayer  ! 


MONDAY,  30th  June, 

We  weighed  at  fix  this  morning,  in  company 
with  the  four  boats,  with  a light  breeze  from  the 
N.  N.  E.  The  other  boat  ftood  after  us  at  a dif- 
tance.  Our  run  to-day  was  through  very  deep  and 
clear  water,  and,  by  the  long  and  ugly  fwell  which 
tumbled  in  upon  us  from  the  N.  W.  we  conjedture 
there  is  no  reef  of  rocks  without  this  part  of  the 
coaft,  and  that  a large  veftel  might  ftand  in  without 
danger.  Latitude,  per  obfervation,  26°  44'  north. 
At  twelve  o’clock  the  wind  hauled  round  to  the 
N.  W.  and  the  whole  fleet  tacked  and  ftood  into 
fhore.  At  i P.  M.  we  ran  into  a fmall  inlet,  de- 
fended from  the  fea  by  a reef,  and  hooked  our- 
felves  to  a rock,  within  two  fathoms  of  the  beach. 
Here  we  were  joined  by  the  reft  of  the  fleet,  except 
one  boat  which  cannot  keep  up. 

As  we  came  in  here,  our  nokidah  told  us  to 
prime  our  fire-arms,  and  prepare  ourfelves  for  the 
reception  of  the  wild  Arabs.  He  had  fcarcely 
fpoken,  when  our  old  pilot  leaped  into  the  water 
and  fwam  afliore,  and  with  all  the  agility  of  youth, 
afeended  an  eminence  that  juts  into  the  fea,  to 
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learn  if  there  was  any  immediate  danger.  This  in- 
let opens  into  a valley,  on  each  fide  of  which  we 
have  planted  a centinel.  The  country  has  refumed 
its  barren  appearance,  and  yields  only  a brulh- 
wood,  with  which  our  fleet  have  fupplied  themfelves. 
This  place  is  called  Jebul,  or  Mount  Lebel,  and 
by  our  reckoning,  lies  in  the  latitude  of  26°  46' 
north. 

About  half  an  hour  after  our  arrival,  a man  and 
woman  came  down  to  us  in  a friendly  manner,  and 
affured  us  we  had  nothing  to  fear,  as  there  were  no 
Buddoos  in  that  neighborhood  at  prefent.  But 
our  Arabs  pay  little  attention  to  this  information ; 
and  are  fo  fufpiciousof  this  ftation,  that  we  doubled 
our  watch  during  the  night,  and  perhaps,  would 
have  made  an  enemy  repent  of  an  intrufion  at  fuch 
a feafon.  The  weather  was  moderate  during  the 
night,  but  the  wind  Hill  remained  in  the  N.  W, 
quarter. 


TUESDAY,  ill  July. 

We  got  under  way  at  half  pall:  one  this  morn- 
ing, with  a light  breeze  from  the  land,  in  company 
with  the  four  boats.  We  flood  along  fliore  with 
fails  and  oars,  until  7 A.  M.  when  the  wind  head- 
ing us,  we  made  a flretch  out  to  fea.  At  eight  we 
tacked  with  the  wind  at  well,  and  flood  to  the 
northward.  At  nine  we  palfed  a little  fandy  ifland, 
about  two  leagues  from  the  main.  At  ten  we  ran 
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clofe  by  a reef  of  rocks,  about  half  a league  further 
in  the  fea.  There  was  no  fwell  to-day,  which  we 
attribute  to  our  being  within  fl:ioals  and  reefs,  and 
we  faw  a rock  fome  leagues  without  us.  But  this 
may  be  owing  to  tlie  nature  of  narrow  feas,  where  a 
fwell  foon  rifes,  and  as  foon  fubfides,  as  the  wind 
frefhens  er  moderates. 

We  fetched  as  high  as  we  could  on  the  Arabian 
fhore,  and  at  noon  anchored  in  fmooth  water,  where 
three  of  the  boats  foon  joined  us.  The  pilot’s 
brother  is  a better  failor  than  we,  and  is  anchored  at 
leaft  a league  a-head.  By  our  obfervation  we  are 
in  the  latitude  of  26°  56'  north.  The  coaft  is  not 
fo  hilly  here,  and  our  people  are  lefs  apprehenfive 
of  a furprize.  The  wind  remained  at  N.  W.  dur- 
ing the  reft  of  the  day,  but  fo  moderate,  that  we 
have  great  hopes  of  variable  winds,  if  not  a total 
change,  at  the  new  moon,  which  now  approaches. 
We  have  only  run  half  the  diftance  between 
Yambo  and  Suez ; but  a fev/  days  of  a foutherly 
wind  would  do  our  bufmefs.  There  were  light  airs 
from  the  land  in  the  night. 


WEDNESDAY,  2d  July. 

We  weighed  at  day-break  with  a breeze  from 
the  land,  in  company  with  the  three  boats.  We 
ftood  elofe  in  with  the  fhore,  and  went  through 
fmooth  and  lliallow  water  until  9 A.  M.  when  the 
wind  coiTiing  round  to  the  N.  W.  we  made  a 

ftretch 


letter  I.  139 

ftretch  out  to  fea,  tacked,  and  weathered  a fandy 
idand  ahead,  where  our  pilot’s  brother  lay  to  his 
veirel  for  us.  This  ifland,  by  our  reckoning,  lies 
in  the  latitude  of  27°  1'  north,  and  has  a reef  of 
breakers,  extending  foine  leagues  beyond  it  to  the 
N.  W.  It  is  only  inhabited  by  birds,  of  which  we 
faw  an  amazing  number  on  the  fliore.  At  eleven 
the  wind  heading  us,  we  ran  into  the  Arabian  fliore, 
and  at  noon  anchored  in  a cove,  furrounded  by 
hish  mountains,  which  rife  perpendicular  from  the 
fea.  Elere  we  found  the  pilot’s  brother,  and  were 
foon  joined  by  the  three  otlier  boats.  Our  fleet 
now  confifts  but  of  flve  boats,  the  other  having 
been  totally  feparated  from  us. 

This  cove  is  called  Maraut  by  the  Arabians, 

and  by  our  obfervation,  lies  in  the  latitude  of  27® 

2'  north.  We  have  reafon  to  think  that  Ras,  or 
*-) 

CapeSellah,  which  is  laid  dov^n  in  the  charts  in  27® 
north,  is  twenty  miles  to  the  fouthward,  and  the 
land  in  27®  does  not  form  a cape.  We  have  our 
pilot’s  authority,  as  well  as  our  own  obfervation,  for 
this  remark. 

Towards  the  evening  fome  natives  came  down, 
with  about  a dozen  camels  loaded  with  water.  We 
were  at  too  great  a diltance  to  be  in  danger  of  a 
furprlze,  and  fent  our  people  afliore  to  replenifli  our 
cafks,  which,  with  all  our  care,  began  to  be  low. 
Here  we  likewife  provided  ourfclves  with  flrewood; 
and  are  told  there  is  a fpring  of  water  near  the 
beach,  which  is  the  firfl:  we  have  met  with  on  this 
coaft.  It  is,  however,  fo  very  brackilh,  that  no- 
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thing  but  neceffity  could  induce  any  one  to  drink 
it.  Our  nokidah  returned,  with  a branch  of  a very 
fragrant  fhrub.  It  grows  wild  among  the  rocks, 
and  differs  in  appearance  and  fmell,  from  any  fpe- 
cies  that  we  know  of.  The  vicinity  of  the  natives 
made  us  double  our  watch  during  the  night,  which 
was  calmer  than  ufual. 


THURSDAY,  3d  July. 

We  got  under  way  at  day-break,  with  little  or 
no  wind ; but  with  our  oars,  we  made  a fhift  to 
creep  on  at  the  rate  of  a knot  an  hour.  The  four 
boats  in  company.  At  9 A.  M.  the  wind  came 
from  the  N.  N.  W.  with  which  we  made  a ftretch 
out  to  fea.  ^ We  foon  found  that  we  could  make 
nothing  of  it,  and  at  ten, we  tacked  and  ftood  into 
the  land.  We  faw  an  ifland  ahead  about  four 
leagues  to  the  northward,  which  we  take  to  be  the 
ifland  of  Sufcha,  as  our  chart  names  it,  though  our 
pilot  calls  it  Shaur.  By  our  obfervation  at  noon, 
we  were  in  the  latitude  of  27°  9'  north.  Our  run  to- 
day has  been  through  deep  and  clear  water,  and  as 
we  have  not  obferved  any  reefs  or  fhoals  without 
us,  we  have  reafon  to  think  a fhip  might  ftand  clofe 
into  the  Arabian  coaft  in  this  latitude.  This  is,  in 
fa6t,  but  a matter  of  opinion,  founded  upon  fuch 
evidence,  as  the  reader  has  before  him.  We  are 
neither  mafters  of  our  time,  nor  the  motions  of  our 
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veiTel,  and  our  remarks  can  only  arife  from  a fuper- 
ficial  view  of  things. 

At  I P.  M.  we  anchored  under  a point  of  land 
on  the  main,  which  we  take,  by  our  reckoning,  to 
be  in  the  latitude  of  it  iT  north.  From  hence 
we  faw  another  idand,  bearing  to  the  weftward  of 
Shaur.  We  are  now  approaching  to  the  fcenes  of 
danger,  with  which  we  have  been  fo  long  amufed 
by  our  Arabs  ; and  have  fome  hopes  that  we  fliall 
not  be  awaked  to  the  reality  of  our  apprehenfions. 
We  were  foon  joined  by  the  reft  of  our  little  fleet. 
The  wind  blew  from  the  N.  W.  during  the  day,  but 
very  moderately. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  evening,  we  difcovered 
a couple  of  women  and  fome  camels  in  the  coun- 
try, with  the  help  of  our  glaftes.  This  was  fufE- 
cient  to  put  us  more  upon  our  guard,  to  prevent 
our  being  furprized  by  thefe  roving  tribes.  There 
were  calms  and  light  airs  from  the  northward,  for 
the  firft  part  of  the  night. 


FRIDAY,  4th  July. 

We  weighed  at  one  A.  M.  with  a light  breeze 
from  the  land,  in  company  with  the  other  boats. 
At  fix  a fine  breeze  fprung  up  from  the  S.  E.  with 
which  we  ftood  along  the  Arabian  coaft.  A.t  eight 
we  ran  by  the  ifland  of  Shaur  or  Sufeha,  whofe 
fhorcs  arc  very  fteep,  and  refemble  decayed  walls 
at  a diftance.  This  ifland  is  about  two  leagues  in 
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length,  lies  about  two  leagues  from  the  main,  and 
by  our  reckoning,  is  in  the  latitude  of  27®  20'  N. 
A reef  of  breakers  extend  from  the  idand  to  the 
N.  W.  on  which  we  faw  the  wreck  of  the  annual 
Judda  drip,  faid  to  have  been  loft  here  in  a gale 
of  wind  in  the  year  1774,  on  her  way  to  Suez. 
Her  ftem  and  ftern,  and  many  of  her  ribs, 
ftill  appear  above  the  water,  and  pronounce  her 
to  have  been  of  prodigious  magnitude.  Indeed, 
the  accounts  of  this  Arabian  galleon’s  burden,  are 
fo  extravagant,  that  it  might  feem  to  offend  cre- 
dibility to  repeat  them.  I fhall  only  obferve,  that 
die  fails  from  Judda  in  the  month  of  March',  and 
by  following  the  track  which  we  have  gone,  as 
near  as  podible,  die  is  generally  fifty  days,  or  two 
months,  on  her  voyage  to  Suez : and,  as  it  has 
happened  this  year,  from  fome  accident  or  other, 
die  fometimes  gets  no  further  than  Tor.  To  fail 
in  the  performance  of  fo  diort  a voyage, . in  the 
mod:  favorable  feafon  pf  the  year,  would  be  an 
inexplicable  circumftance  to  a mariner,  unacquaint- 
ed with  the  navigation  of  this  extraordinary  coaft. 
To  us,  who  are  no  ftrangers  to  the  courfe,  the 
wonder  is,  how  a vedel  of  her  great  burden  and 
unwieldy  ftrudture,  can  accomplidi  the  paffage  at 
all. 

At  10  A.  M.  the  wind  hauled  round  to  the  weft- 
ward,  and  we  flood  N.  N.  W.  until  eleven,  when 
all  the  fleet  bore  away  for  the  land.  After  we  had 
pafTed  the  ifland  of  Shaur,  an  ugly  fwell  came 
tumbling  upon  us  from  the  N.  W.  Our  run 
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to-day  was  through  fliallow  water,  until  we  reached 
Shaur ; but  we  found  very  deep  water  between  the 
ifland  and  the  main.  At  noon  we  anchored  under 
a reef  of  rocks,  above  two  miles  from  the  Arabian 
coaft.  Latitude,  per  obfervation,  27“  28'  N. 
There  is  a prodigious  high  mountain  inland,  fome 
leagues  to  the  northward  of  us,  oh  the  top  of  which 
are  two  remarkable  fpires,  that  refemble  a bull’s 
horns.  We  law  a fire  afliore,  but  no  people.  The 
wind  was  W.  all  day,  and  part  of  tlie  night. 


SATURDAY,  5th  July. 

We  weighed  before  one  this  morning,  with  a 
light  breeze  from  the  land.  The  other  boats  were 
in  company.  At  day- break  the  wind  came  round 
to  the  S.  E.  with  which  we  ftood  along  the  fhore. 
There  was  an  heavy  fwell  from  the  N.  W.  which 
confiderably  impeded  our  progrelL  Our  run  to- 
day was  through  clear  and  deep  water.  We  looked 
out  ahead  for  Mount  Sinai,  and  flood  on  until 
noon,  when  the  wind  flrifting  to  the  weftward,  we 
tacked,  and  the  whole  fleet  flood  into  the  land. 
Our  latitude,  per  obfervation,  was  27°  49"  N.  We 
now  difeovered  a large  town  ahead,  which  our 
Arabs  call  Moilah.  There  is  little  doubt  but  it  is 
the  fame  place,  which  our  chart  erroneoufly  lays 
down  in  27”  N.  about  50  miles  to  the  fouthward. 
We  faw  an  ifland  to  the  N.  W.  which  our  pilot 

tells  us  is  Sanafir.  At  i P.  M.  we  plainly  dif- 

cerned 


i44  LETTER  I. 

cerned  the  high  land,  which  we  take  to  be  adjacent 
to  Cape  Mahomet,  bearing  W.  N.  W.  At  three 
the  wind  veering  round  to  the  W.  the  whole  fleet 
anchored  within  a reef  of  rocks  to  the  northward 
of  Moilah,  and  about  one  league  and  an  half  from 
the  Ihore. 

The  mountain  mentioned  yelferday  with  the  re- 
markable top,  lies  behind  this  town,  which  appears 
through  our  glaflfes  to  be  a regular  fortification,  of 
a fquare  figure.  Our  nokidah  gives  the  inhabitants 
a very  bad  charafter,  and  tells  us  a {lory  of  their 
recently  felzing,  and  plundering  a Judda  boat, 
which  put  Into  the  road  through  jfirefs  of  weather. 
At  fun-fet,  the  fliore  to  the  N.  of  the  gulf  of 
Akaba  bore  W.  by  N.  Cape  Mahomet  we  take 
to  bear  due  weft,  as  we  have  entered  the  gulf. 
By  our  reckoning  this  reef  is  in  the  latitude  of 
27°  58'  N.  The  wind  continued  at  W.  the  re- 
mainder of  the  day. 

When  the  evening  clofed  In,  all  the  boats  run 
out  into  fix  fathom  water,  on  account  of  the  vi- 
cinity of  Moilah,  of  which  place  our  Arabs  have  a 
very  unfavorable  opinion.  After  it  was  dark,  we 
faw  many  fires  on  the  Arabian  fliore,  but  every  thing 
remained  quiet  during  the  night.  The  wind  in- 
clined towards  the  fouthward. 
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SUNDAY,  6th  July. 

We  got  under  way  at  two  this  morning,  in 
company  with  the  other  boats,  with  the  wind  from 
the  S.  S.  W.  At  day-break  we  faw  the  ifland  of 
Sanafir,  bearihg  W.  by  N.  at  the  diftance  of  four 
leagues  and  upwards.  There  are  breakers  without 
us,  which  probably  extend,  with  little  interruption, 
from  the  ifland  of  Shaur  to  Sanafir.  At  lo  A.  M. 
we  came  up  with  the  latter  ifland,  and  came  to, 
under  it,  to  wait  fOr  fome  boats  which  fail  worfe 
than  ours.  This  ifland  is  nothing  but  a high  bar- 
ren rock,  arid  lies  in  the  latitude  of  28°  3'  N.  We 
faw  a turtle-fnell  on  the  beach,  but  could  not  pro- 
cure a turtle  here,  or  in  any  of  the  iflands  we 
have  paflfed.  At  half  pall  ten  we  flood  to  the 
northward,  in  company  with  the  whole  fleet,  and 
on  opening  a ftrait  that  divides  this  ifland  into 
two  parts,  we  difcovered  two  boats  at  anchor  un- 
der the  land.  On  their  perceiving  US3  they  imme- 
diately got  under  fail,  flood  towards  us  for  a time, 
then  flackened  their  fail,  and  after  having  amufed 
us  for  an  hour  and  more,  ran  back  into  their  for- 
mer fliation.  By  thefe  manoeuvres  we  concluded 
them  to  be  pirates,  which  was  confirmed  by  their 
not  anfwering  the  fignals,  which  were  made  them 
by  the  rear  of  our  fleet.  Our  numbers  only  pre- 
vented their  engaging  us,  and  our  Arabs  bade  us 
expecl  to  fall  in  with  more  vcflTels  of  this  kind. 
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The  fhore  of  Sanafir  is  very  bold,  and  would  ad- 
mit of  a large  fliip  running  clofe  to  it. 

At  noon  we  faw  the  ifland  of  Tiran  bearing  due 
weft,  and  the  ifland  of  Barkan  N.  W.  The  wind 
was  ftill  at  S.  S.  W,  when  we  bore  away  for 
the  ifland  of  Barkan.  Thefe  iflands  are  both 
laid  down  too  far  to  the  fouthward  in  the  charts, 
as  is  the  coaft  adjacent  to  Cape  Mahomet. 
Latitude,  per  obfervation,  28°  7'  N.  At  2 P.  M. 
the  whole  fleet  anchored  in  a cove  at  Barkan.  By 
running  fo  deep  into  this  gulf,  we  could  not  ftand 
with  this  wind  for  Cape  Mahomet,  which  muft  bear 
S.  W.  of  this  ifland.  We  have  here  obtained,  a 
convincing  proof  of  the  neceflaty,  which  boats  arc 
under  to  fail  in  fleets  on  this  coaft.  Not  more  than 
five  months  ago,  four  boats  from  Suez  to  Judda, 
were  plundered  at  this  very  ifland  of  Barkan  by 
pirates,  and  fome  Greek  and  Turkifli  paflTengers 
cut  off  by  thefe  barbarians.  This  ftory  was  con- 
firmed by  the  teftimony  of  fome  of  our  fervants, 
who  were  afhore,  and  faw  quantities  of  wheat  and 
coffee  fcattered  about  the  beach.  The  wind  hauled 
round  to  the  S.  E.  at  fun-fet,  but  we  did  not  move, 
the  pafiage  to  the  Cape  being  too  hazardous,  we 
And,  to  rifle  in  the  dark.  We  were  induced,  from 
concurrent  circumftances,  to  double  our  watch  dur- 
ing the  night}  the  beft  part  of  which  the  wind  was 
from  the  fouthward. 
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MONDAY,  7th  July. 

We  weighed  at  four  this  mornihg,  in  company 
with  the  other  boars,  with  a light  breeze  from  the 
S.  E.  At  day-break  faw  a velTel  fome  leagues  to 
the  fouthward,  (landing  as  we  did.  At  ten  o’clock 
paired  an  iiland  within  three  leagues  of  the  main, 
which  our  pilot  tells  us,  is  Tiran.  This  informa- 
tion much  furprized  us,  as  in  our  chart,  Tiran  lies 
fome  leagues  to  the  Ibuthward  of  Cape  Mahomet, 
whereas,  by  our  reckoning,  this  iiland  lies  in  28* 
15  , which  is  confiderably  to  the  northward  of  the 
given  latitude  of  the  Cape.  There  is  indeed  an 
head-land  to  the  northward  of  this  iOand,  which  we 
took  for  Cape  Mahomet;  but  our  pilot  tells  us, 
that  the  Cape  bears  S.  W.  of  us,  at  the  diftance 
of  feven  or  eight  leagues.  By  our  run  yefterday 
and  to-day,  the  coaft  from  the  Cape  to  the  top 
of  the  gulf  of  Akaba,  runs  nearly  N.  and  S.  though 
our  chart  lays  it  down  two  points  more  weherly. 
This  is  not  the  only  miftake.  This  gulf  is  twice 
as  broad  as  the  chart  makes  it,  or  wc  have  been 
failing  on  dry  ground  the  whole  day.  Latitude, 
per  obfervation,  28®  14'  N. 

At  I P.  M.  the  wind  hauled  round  to  the  S.  W. 
and  all  the  fleet  bore  away  to  a reef  of  rocks  that 
we  had  before  pah,  and  anchored  under  them,  with- 
d or  4 leagues  of  the  main.  It  'is  a mortifica- 

L 2 


tion 


i4S  LETTER  I. 

tion  to  us  indeed;  to  be  baffled  in  doubling  the 
Cape  with  a wind,  which  we  have  fo  anxioufly 
wifhed  for,  and  wliich  is  become  foul  inftead  of 
being  fair,  by  our  having  run  up  fo  high  into  this 
gulf,  when  we  might  have  flood  over  diredt  from 
Moilah  to  Cape  Mahomet. 

At  fun-fet  the  wind,  to  our  great  joy,  came 
round  to  the  E.  S.  E.  as  it  induced  the  whole  fleet 
to  get  under  fail,  which  we  had  never  before 
done  at  night.  In  weighing  her  anchor,  the  largeft 
boat  among  us  was  near  driving  upon  the  rocks. 
The  wind  blew  frefli  upon  them,  and  it  is  pro- 
bable fhe  would  have  been  flranded  in  a few  mi- 
nutes, had  not  one  of  our  people,  fwam  oft'  to 
her  in  time  w'ith  a rope,  with  which  we  towed 
her  out  of  the  danger  that  threatened  her.  By  the 
advice  of  our  nokidah,  we  primed  our  fire-arms 
anew,  and  fat  up  the  whole  night,  to  be  the  better 
prepared  for  the  reception  of  the  pirates,  who,  he 
aftiires  us,  arc  accuflomed  to  lurk  in  great  numbers 
about  Cape  Mahomet.  This  was  doubtlefs  a trou- 
blefome  circumftance,  but  our  minds  were  fo  taken 
up  with  our  approach  to  the  gulf  of  Suez,  that 
there  was  not  room  left  for  difagreeable  reflexions. 
With  the  prefent  wind  we  were  in  hopes  of  mak- 
ing the  harbor  of  Tor  fome  time  to-morrow,  and 
if  a chance  then  appeared  of  our  having  a tedious 
paflage  by  water,  we  refolved  to  proceed  by  land  to 
Suez,  as  captain  Dibdin’s  officers  had  purpofed  to 
do,  which  the  removing  of  the  cargo  of  the  J udda 
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fhlp  would,  in  all  likelihood,  afford  us  a good  op- 
portuniry  of  effeding.  The  night  was  ferene,  and 
we  flood  on  with  the  coafl  under  an  eafy  fail. 


TUESDAY,  8th  July. 

About  two  this  morning  the  wind  fliifted  to  the 
N.  N.  W.  and  we  flood  to  the  weflward,  at  the 
rate  of  three  knots  an  hour.  We  have  left  the 
reef  of  rocks  behind  us,  or  our  Arabs  would  not 
go  on  fo  boldly  on  a foul  coafl.  Juft  before  day- 
break we  laid  down  to  take  a fliort  nap  after  our 
watching.  By  7 A.  M.  we  were  awake,  and  upon 
enquiring  for  Cape  Mahomet,  were  much  fur- 
prized  when  the  pilot  pointed  it  out  to  us,  bearing 
to  the  fouthward  of  us  at  the  diftance  of  twelve 
or  fourteen  leagues.  Our  difappointment  w'as 
great  at  this  information.  We  expedled  to  have 
rounded  the  Cape  before  this,  and  had  recourfe  to 
our  chart,  which  only  plunged  us  into  frefh  per- 
plexity. We  could  only  folve  the  difficulty  by 
fuppofing,  that  we  had  gone  much  higher  up  the 
gulf  of  Akaba  than  we  imagined  ; and  were  now 
obliged  to  Hand  to  the  fouthward,  in  order  to 
double  the  Cape.  At  eight  we  opened  a gulf, 
which  they  tell  us,  is  the  gulf  of  Akaba,  and  the 
head-land  which  w'e  have  come  round,  and  took 
yefterday  to  be  Cape  Mahomet,  muft  be  the  true 
ifland  of  Tiran.  This  coafl  has  been  bolder  than 
pny  other  we  have  paffed;  and  what  is  remarkable, 
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we  did  not  fee  a flioal  or  breaker,  the  whole  morn- 
ing- 

Our  latitude,  per  obfervation,  was  27°  42'  N. 
We  were  above  half  a degree  to  the  fouthward  of 
yefterday,  and  this  tended  to  convince  us,  that 
we  had  been  much  deeper  in  the  gulf  of  Akaba 
than  we  fufpefted.  We  flood  W.  and  fometimes  W. 
by  S.  as  the  wind  permitted.  At  i P.  M.  we  fav; 
two  fail  to  the  fouthward,  one  of  which  our  pilot 
fuppofes  to  have  been  the  large  boar,  which  partedl 
company  with  us  long  fince.  At  two  the  wind 
fhifted  again  to  the  fouthward,  and  all  the  fleet  bore 
away  for  the  land  to  the  weflward  of  us.  At  fiv^ 
we  anchored  under  a rocky  ifland,  within  a league 
of  the  main,  where  we  found  a ftrange  boat  at 
anchor.  None  of  the  fleet,  but  the  pilot’s  bro- 
ther, fetched  this  ifland  befides ; but  w'e  are  told 
they  will  eafily  join  us  when  the  wind  changes. 
Our  vexation  is  infinite,  that  our  fituation  will 
not  admit  of  our  taking  advantage  of  a foutherly 
wind.  When  we  have  doubled  the  Cape,  we  may 
look  for  this  wind  in  vain.  The  pilot  points  it  out 
to  us,  at  the  diftance  of  three  or  four  leagues,  and 
talks  of  getting  to  Tor  in  the  morning. 

Jufl  as  the  fun  fet  behind  the  coaft  we  \yere 
upon,  the  mariners  of  the  ftrange  boat  obferved  a 
couple  of  turtles,  fwimming  from  the  reef  we  lie 
on,  and  immediately  rowed  out  to  fea  after  them. 
It  Is  cominon  to  turn  thefe  animals  upon  their 
backs,  when  they  are  afleep  on  the  furface  of  the 
waters  but  it  was  a new  thing  to  us,  to  fee  them 
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taken  when  awake,  in  their  own  element.  We 
could  not  but  laugh  at  the  attempt,  but  we  had 
foon  reafon  to  condemn  our  own  incredulity.  The 
dexterity  of  the  Arabs  was  equal  to  it.  One  of 
them  jumped  out  of  the  boat  with  a rope  in  his 
hand,  purfued,  overtook,' and  after  a ftruggle  under 
water,  faftened  a hook  to  the  head  of  the  largeft 
turtle  in  four  fathom.  It  was,  with  equal  facility, 
run  up  into  the  boat,  and  brought  in  triumph  on 
board  our  veffel.  This  creature  weighs  about  two 
hundred  weight,  and  will  furnifli  a plentiful  meal 
for  the  whole  fleet.  The  wind  kept  to  the  fouth 
nnofl:  of  the  night. 

WEDNESDAY,  9th  July, 

The  other  boats  came  up  to  us  at  two  this 
morning,  wlien  we  weighed  with  a fine  breeze  from 
the  N.  W.  At  three  the  gale  encreafed  fo  much, 
as  to  fend  us  at  the  rate  of  fix  knots  an  hour. 
This  made  us  uneaf/,  as  we  doubted  the  poflibility 
of  doubling  the  Cape.  When  the  day  broke,  we 
faw  high  land  to  our  right,  which  we  ftill  took  to 
be  the  Arabian  coafl: ; as  we  had  not,  to  our  know- 
ledge, parted  with  it.  But  as  the  fun  rofe,  we  were 
not  a little  aftonifhed  at  his  fituation,  which  was 
quite  the  reverfe  of  what  it  ufed  to  be.  We  lofl: 
no  time  in  calling  upon  the  pilot,  to  explain  this 
phenomenon.  He  replied  without  emotion,  that 
we  had  pafled  the  Cape  during  the  night,  and  that 
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Tor  was  a confiderable  way  behind  us.  We 
had  no  compafs  on  board,  but  from  the  fun’s  pofir 
tion,  we  were  certain  that  we  were  going  to  the 
fouthward.  We  could  nqt  divine  the  reafon  of 
this,  except  that  the  bay  in  which  Tor  lies,  was 
deeper  than  the  chart  deferibes  it.  This  idea  fatif- 
fied  us  for  awhile  j and  under  this  delufion  we  flood 
pn  at  the  fame  rate,  fometimes  doubting  the  fideli- 
ty of  our  Arabs,  and  fometimes  hoping  that  wp 
were  in  the  right  courfe. 

But  we  were  at  length  awakened  to  a convitlion 
of  our  fufpicions.  By  our  obfervation  at  noon,  we 
found  ourfelves  to  be  in  the  latitude  of  26°  35'  N. 
which  is  above  a degree  to  the  Ibuthward  of  what 
we  were  yefterday.  The  deceit  was  too  glaring,  to 
be  further  concealed  from  us.  We  had  b,een  look- 
ing out  the  whole  morning  for  the  Egyptian  fliore, 
as  the  gulf  of  Suez  is  not  reckoned  to  be  ten 
leagues  in  breadth.  We  were  inflantly  afeertained 
that  we  were  upon  the  Egyptian  fhore.  It  now 
ftruck  us,  that  our  boat  was  originally  bound  for 
Cofire,  and  that  the  vizier  or  Yambo  had  put  us  on 
board  of  her,  for  the  fake  of  referving  the  major 
part  of  the  freight  to  himfelf,  which  he  adlually 
did  referve,  by  the  confeflion  of  the  nokidah  dur- 
ing the  pafTage.  So  that  we  got  to  Cairo,  he 
did  nor  care  by,  what  route.  He  had  perforn^ed 
the  Xerif ’s  orders,  in  difpatching  us  from  Yambo, 
and  as  there  is  a frequeiited  track  from  Cofire  to 
Cairo  by  the  river  Nile,  it  is  a fufficient  referve 
fpf  confcience  of  an  Arab,  T.  he  vizier  had 
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/often  prefled  us  to  go  by  the  way  of  Cofire,  which 
we  had  as  often  rejected,  from  the  idea  of  its  be- 
ing a more  uncommon  and  dangerous  road,  than 
that  by  Suez;  and  as  we  were  not  compliant,  he 
had  thus  tricked  us  into  what  we  had  determined  to 
avoid. 

In  this  perfuafion,  we  charged  our  nokidah  and 
pilot  with  perfidy,  and  informed  them,  to  their  utter 
aftonilhment,  that  the  fliore  before  us,  was  the 
Egyptian,  and  that  we  were  not  many  miles  dif- 
tant  from  Cofire,  Their  ideas  of  navigation  are 
entirely  confined  to  the  headlands  and  fhoals,  which 
lie  upon  the  coaft ; and  to  obtain  a knowledge  of 
our  lituation  from  the  quadrant,  was  as  new,  as  it 
was  unintelligible  to  them.  Their  fear,  however, 
of  our  refentment,  made  thefe  fellows  at  firfl  per- 
fift,  that  we  were  bound  for  Suez ; to  which  falf- 
hood  they  attefled  by  fwearing  by  their  beards ; an 
oath  the  mofl  facred  to  MufTulmen.  But  what 
perjuries  will  not  fear  lead  mankind  into  ? Their 
notions  of  Europeans  taught  them  to  dread  a de- 
tedbion  of  their  behavior.  Their  ignorance  gave 
them  hopes  pf  impofing  this  place  upon  us  for 
Suez ; and  they  apprehended  that  their  lives  would 
be  the  forfeit  of  a premature  difcovery.  It  was 
now  plain,  that  they  had  taken  the  advantage  of 
the  night  before  lafl,  to  run  over  to  the  Egyptian 
coaft.  They  had  never  before  failed  in  the  dark, 
and  they  artfully  contrived  to  deceive  us,  under 
cover  of  the  night.  All  our  difficulties  were  now 
fplved.  Vv  e had  been  led  to  mjftake  the  gulf  of 
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Suez  yefterday,  for  that  of  Akaba.  It  was  direflly 
aftern  of  us  when  we  av/oke  j and  we  did  not  dif- 
cover  that  we  had  made  a new  fltore.  We  had 
not  at  that  time,  the  moft  diftant  imagination  of 
the  treachery  which  was  intended  us.  We  were 
puzzled,  indeed,  to  account  for  the  courfe  we  kept  j 
but  the  fituation  of  the  coaft  might  oblige  us  to 
change  our  diredion;  and  the  affurances  of  the 
Arabs  of  our  being  near  the  Cape,  perfedily  lulled 
us  into  a fatal  fecurity. 

The  pen  would  convey  but  a lifelefs  pifture  of 
our  feelings  in  this  important  crifis.  A thoiifand 
circurnftances  crowded  upon  our  minds,  to  evince 
the  cheat  which  had  been  put  upon  us.  Several 
boats  had  left  Yambo  for  Cofire,  preceding  our  de- 
parture ; and  we  had  been  informed,  that  all  boats 
bound  for  Cofire,  were  obliged  to  make  Cape  Maho- 
met at  this  feafon,  before  they  flretched  over  to  the 
, Egyptian  fliore.  The  boats  that  we  had  joined,  were 
adlually  thofe  bound  for  Cofire ; and  we  had  failed 
with  them  for  above  three  weeks,  under  the  belief  of 
their  being  deftined  for  Suez.  It  is  not  fo  won- 
derful, that  incidents  of  this  nature  fliould  have 
efcaped  our  notice.  We  mixed  but  little  with  the 
Arabs,  and  were  fuch  Grangers  to  their  language, 
that  there  was  no  occafion  for  their  being  upon 
their  guard  when  they  converfed  before  us.  But 
Ibrahim,  our  interpreter,  had  no  fuch  excufe  for 
his  want  of  difeernment.  Moments  there  doubt- 
lefs  were,  when  he  might  have  fufpedeed  their  de- 
fign,  if  they  had  addrefs  enough  to  conceal  it  partly 
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from  him.  We  have  no  doubts  of  his  honefly; 
but  from  the  fimplicity  he  has  betrayed  in  this 
matter,  draw  but  a bad  omen  of  his  fervices  in  the 
enterprize  before  us.  It  is  too  late  to  hefitate  upon 
the  ftep  we  are  to  take.  Refiftance  is  equally  ab- 
furd  and  vain.  NecelTity,  with  all  the  force  of  a 
vortex,  impels  us  forward.  We  cannot  pretend  to 
carry  the  boat  to  Suez,  contrary  to  the  inclinations 
of  our  mariners,  and  againft  the  northerly  mon- 
foon.  We  know  Cofire  to  be  under  the  Turkifli 
government,  and  immediately  dependent  on  Cairo; 
and  we  have  the  vizier’s  pafs,  to  afford  us  a fafe-con- 
du6l  to  that  place.  We  have  no  doubt  of  the  virtue 
of  this  pafs,  however  we  have  been  deceived  by  the 
perfon  who  gave  it.  He  had  the  Xerif ’s  order  to 
forward  us  to  Suez ; and  after  he  has  fo  materially 
benefited  by  our  purfes,  we  give  him  credit  for  an 
inclination  to  ferve  us,  by  the  means  of  his  maf- 
ter’s  fignet,  which,  we  know  to  be  refpecdied  in  all 
Mahometan  regions. 

Our  minds  were  fomewhat  relieved  by  thefe  re- 
flexions. We  partook  of  the  turtle  at  dinner  with 
apparent  cheerfulnefs  i and  even  went  fo  far,  as  to 
adopt  their  own  meafures,  and  exprefs  to  the  Arabs 
our  indifference,  in  regard  to  the  port  we  were  go- 
ing to.  In  this  difpofition  we  made  the  mofque 
of  Cofire,  v/ithout  any  other  emotions,  than  what 
difappointment  naturally  excites  in  the  human 
breaft.  The  toils  and  dangers  which  we  had  un- 
dergone, envenomed  the  flings  of  that  difappoint- 
paent ; and  after  a month’s  endeavors,  we  found 
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ourfelves  nearly  in  the  fame  fituation,  as  when  wc 
fet  out  from  Yambo:  not,  indeed,  fo  far  removed 
from  Suez,  but  infinitely  in  more  uncertainty  and 
diftrefs. 

At  7 in  the  evening  we  anchored  in  the  har- 
bor of  Cofire;  and  find  by  the  diflancc  whicii  we 
have  run,  that  the  ifland  we  r>  mained  at  lafl 
night,  was  that  of  Shadwan,  well  known  to  the 
Englifh  vefTels  which  trade  from  India  to  Suez. 
As  foon  as  it  v/as  dark,  the  nokidah  went  alhore, 
to  advife  the  commandant  of  our  arrival ; and  to 
intereft  him,  as  he  affured  us,  in  our  behalf.  To 
confefs  the  truth,  we  had  not  the  profpebt  of  pafTing 
the  mod  agreeable  night.  Our  fortune  was  wrap- 
ped up  in  doubt,  dark  as  the^fliades  which  en- 
veloped the  creation  and  we  anxioufly  looked  for 
the  returning  light,  to  difpel  the  obfcurity  of  th^ 
fcene ! 


Thus,  Madam,  have  I at  length  condudted  you 
to  Cofire,  inftead  of  the  promifed  port  of  Suez.  Ii^ 
purfuing  the  courfe  of  this  narrative,  you  have  beeiy 
fubjefted,  like  the  principal  charafters,  to  the  in- 
conftancy  of  fortune  j wlio,  in  imitation  of  the  light; 
ones  of  the  fex,  finds  a pleafure  in  deceiving  thofe 
the  moft  who  afpire  to  the  favor  of  her  fmiles.  I 
have  frequently  had  occafion  to  diflent  againfl  the 
well-known  proverb  of  the  Romans,  “ Fortune 

favors 
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favors  the  brave,”  though  I am  far  from  pretend- 
ing, that  the  undertakers  of  this  voyage,  are  an  in- 
ftance  of  its  fallacy.  The  fatigues  that  we  have 
endured  in  a month’s  cruize  in  an  open  boat,  dur- 
ing the  hottefl;  feafon  of  the  Eaftern  year,  and  the 
dangers  that  we  have  ran  in  exploring  a wild  and 
piratical  coaft,  were  well  encountered  for  the  end 
we  had  in  view.  True  fortitude  is  exalted  by  Op- 
pofition,  and,  like  the  fabled  Ant£Eus,  rifes  with 
frefh  vigor  from  fucceflive  overthrows.  The  pre- 
fent  moments,  when  our  reception  at  this  place, 
nay,  our  very  fafery,  is  precarious,  are  critical  in- 
deed, and  teem  with  events,  that  may  awaken  cu- 
riofity,  and  excite  the  fufceptible  breaft  to  regret 
the  unfeafonable  interruption  of  this  narrative. 

If  the  foregoing  fheets  have  the  good  fortune  to 
meet  with  your  approbation — if  they  are  adjudged 
to  contain  the  unftudied  touches  of  nature,  and  in- 
tereft  the  public  in  the  fate  of  three  unlucky  tra- 
vellers— I fhall  be  tempted  to  renew  the  thread  of 
our  adventures,  and  recount  the  moft  remarkable 
occurrences  of  our  journey  from  Cofire  to  Alex- 
andria, The  novelty  of  the  track  will  engage  the 
reader,  where  bufinefs  is  deficient  j nor  can  he 
w'holly  be  at  a lofs  for  amufement,  in  a region  fo 
untrodden,  on  a river  fo  celebrated  as  the  Nile  ! 

It  is  a received  maxim,  that  there  is  no  incident 
in  a man’s  life,  but  from  which  he  may  derive  fome 
inftfudlion.  If  I have  reaped  any  advantage  from 
the  late  feenes  I have  been  engaged  in,  it  is  a flock 
of  philofophy,  which  has  coft  me  no  little  pains  in 

the 
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the  acquifition  j and  will,  I trufl:,  prove  fuHicIent 
to  fiipport  me  in  any  trial,  to  which  the  lot  of  hu- 
manity may  hereafter  fubjedt  me.  But  to  my  own 
fufferings  may  my  indifference  be  confined  ! When 
I feparate  my  concerns  from  thofe  of  my  fellow- 
creatures  ; when  I become  deaf  to  the  call  of  dif- 
trefs  i or  behold,  unmoved,  the  tear  of  contrition, 
may  I be  rejefled  by  the  more  enlightened  clafs  of 
fociety,  and  chiefly  by  her,  who  is  one  of  its  firfl 
and  brighteft  ornaments ! 

1 have  the  honor  to  be, 


Cofire,  in  Upper  Egypt, 
9th  July  1777. 


MADAM, 

Your’s, 


LETTER 
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M A D A M, 

TO  prove  as  good  as  one’s  word  Is  the  pro- 
vince of  every  honeft  man,  but  more  par- 
ticularly will  it  be  expected  where  inclination  and 
duty  go  hand-in-hand.  Whatever  may  be  the  fate 
of  my  former  letter,  the  fpecious  name  of  honor 
will  infure  the  performance  of  my  promife,  and  lead 
me  into  error  under  a miftaken  notion  of  things. 
The  man  of  honor  fubmits  his  better  judgment  to 
the  opinion  of  the  multitude,  and  facrifices  his 
friend’s  life,  or  his  own,  to  extend  his  reputation. 
In  like  manner  the  author  is  betrayed  by  the  fecret 
impulfes  of  vanity,  and  is  fo  tenacious  of  the  empty 
applaufes'  of  the  croud,  as  to  be  ftill  rif!s.ing  what 
little  fame  he  may  have  acquired,  in  the  puriuit  of 
more.  But  you.  Madam,  have  to  anfwer  for  this 
tranfgreflion,  and,  though  innocent  of  the  inten- 
tion, are  unhappily  the  caufe  of  a poor  author  ad- 
ding to  the  number  of  his  fins.  There  is  doubtlefs 

O 

matter  enough  in  the  pages  which  he  has  the  honor 
to  fubmit  to  yotir  perufal  i but  in  rcfpedt  to  the 
manner,  he  only  wifhes  he  was  polTcired  of  your  ta- 
lent to  cxcufe  it  to  the  v/orkl. 


There 
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There  is  a regret  mingled  with  the  pleafufe  t 
feel  in  retracing  my  progrefs  through  a land,  which 
has  been  renowned  from  the  earlieft  times,  and  is 
replete  with  the  nobleft  ruins  of  antiquity.  Which 
gave  birth  to  Cleopatra,  and  contains  the  alhes  of 
Alexander  ! From  whence  mufic  boafts  its  divine 
origin,  and  on  whofe  mythology  Homer  formed 
the  grounds  of  his  immortal  work  ! The  parent  of 
fcience  I the  nurfe  of  heroes  ! and  the  monument, 
alas  ! of  decayed  greatnefs  ! Too  fevere,  O Egypt  I 
has  been  thy  lot  j too  fevere  an  example  doft  thou 
afford  of  the  inftability  of  human  glory.  It  is  in 
thy  fchool  that  the  proud  fliould  learn  humility,  the 
atheifl  religion ; more  inftrudlion  will  he  gain  iri 
the  review  of  thy  fortune,  than  from  the  dreams  of 
philofophers  or  the  leffons  of  divines.  Here  will  he 
fee  tlie  invincible  Sefoftris  vanqiiifhed  in  his  pof- 
terlty ; the  public  works  through  vvhich  he  meant 
to  hand  down  his  name  to  lateft  ages,  yielded  co 
the  conqueror.  Time;  and  his  once  potent  empire 
divided  by  the  fword  of  infidels! — The  fublime' 
imagery  of  Shakefpear  ruflies  to  my  mind  on  the' 
contemplation  of  this  awful  fcene, 

cloud-cap  towers^  the  gorgeous  palaces\ 

"The  Joleynn  templeSy  the  great  globe  itjelfy 
I'edy  all  which  it  inherits  yjljall  dijfclvcy' 

&c.  &c. 


The  produ6tions  of  art  every  where  bear  humi- 
liating marks  of  the  rage  of  barbarians ; and  learn- 
ing 
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ing  has  been  banifhed  by  the  votaries  of  ignorance 
and  ibperftition.  Where  freedom  fmiled ; where 
jj-jg  Loves  and  Nlufes  fported  in  peace,  the  Nile 
either  rolls  his  ftream  through  folitary  plains,  or 
wafhes  a bank,  ftained  with  native  blood,  and 
cloathed  with  the  verdapt  but  obvious  badge  of 
flavery. 

For  the  fake  of  a more  familiar  flile,  I have  pre- 
ferved  the  form  of  a diary  in  the  following  narra- 
tive. I deteft  formality,  and  would  facrifice  a 
well-turned  period  for  the  appearance  of  eafe.  The 
reader  who  looks  for  conneded  accounts,  Cicero- 
nian epithets,  and  polifhed  expreffions,  in  thefe 
rambling  pages,  will  be  greatly  miftaken  in  the  in- 
tention of  the  author;  whofe  higheft  aim  is  to 
amufe  the  curious,  and  to  touch  the  humane. 
Loofe  hints,  concife  defcriptions,  and  unftudied  de- 
tails, fum  up  the  chief  parts  of  a work,  which  is 
merely  publilhed  to  promote  the  interefts  of  hu- 
manity, and  to  afford  a caution  to  the  unwary  tra-  ^ 
veller.  There  is  one  thing  which  he  has  moft 
reafon  to  fear  will  be  objeded  to  it,  and  that  is, 
the  want  of  the  marvellous  and  furprizing,  in  a le- 
gion fo  involved  among  the  fables  of  antiquity. 

THURSDAY,  loth  July. 

Cofire  * is  fituated  in  26°  20  north  latitude,  and 

is  the  fouthernmofl  port  on  the  coaft  of  Egypt.  It 

has 

* " A1  Koflir  lies  from  Saraken  136  leagues,  and  in  the  la- 
titude of  26°  15',  as  Don  John  found  by  two  obfervations.  It 
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has  been  a place  of  great  note,  and  is  ftill  confi- 
derable  for  the  exportation  of  grain  to  Arabia, 

which 

was  feated  formerly  two  leagues  higher  on  the  coafi:,  but  for 
want  of  a port  capable  of  the  great  refort  of  (hipping,  it  was 
removed  higher.  There  are  iUll  feme  remains  of  the  antient 
town,  which  is  called  Old  A1  KolTir  (fuppofed  to  be  the  antient 
Berenice).  '^I'he  new  town  is  very  fmali : the  houfes  like  the 
yards  cattle  are  kept  in,  although  there  is  no  hind  of  cattle  in 
the  place.  They  are  built  of  (lone  and  clay,  or  fometimes  only 
fods,  covered  at  top  with  mats'  or  the  like  ; more,  as  they 
(aid,  to  keep  off  the  fun  than  the  rain,  which  feldom  falls. 

“ The  port  is  the  word  on  all  the  coads,  and  the  only  place 
that  wanted  h(h,  which  every  where  elfe  abound.  ’Tis  very 
laige,  and  exceeding  fubjeft  to  ealdeily  winds.  The  fliips  an- 
chor between  the  land  and  fome  (mall  lltoals,  whereon  the  fca 
breaks.  Near  the  town  are  three  wells  of  water,  whereof  the 
people  drink,  tho’  fcarce  to  be  diftinguidted  from  fait  water. 
The  place  is  quite  encompaffed  with  barren,  pnked  mountains 
fcorched  black  with  the  fun,  which,  together  with  the  barrennefs 
of  the  foil,  makes  a moll  uncomfortable  profpedl.  For  there 
grows  no  manner  of  herb,  grafs,  bufli,  or  tree,  on  either  the 
coad,  the  plains,  or  mountains;  and  whatever  ground  may  lie 
between  the  hills  and  the  town,  is  a barren  fand,  intermixed 
with  gravel. 

“ The  extraordinary  barrennefs  of  the  place  made  Don  John 
curious  to  enquire  of  the  mod  underdanding  Moors,  how  they 
came  to  pitch  on  fuch  a miferable  fituation  to  inhabit.  The 
leafon,  they  faid,  was  becaufe  it  happened  to  be  the  neared 
port  to  the  river  Nile,  15  or  16  (rather  3 or  4)  day’s  joujiiey 
didant,  and  fo  mod  convenient  for  lodging  the  provifions,  with 
which  all  the  towns  on  this  coad  are  fupplied  by  their  refpec- 
tivc  (hips.  Egypt,  they  faid,  was  one  continued  plain,  and  the 
mod  fruitiul  in  the  world  in  cattle,  horfes,  camels,  and  grain, 
and  that  the  lad  was  carried  up  the  Nile  to  a place  neared  AI 
Koffir,  and  thence  carried  by  land  to  this  port.  That  the  cara- 


vans 


v/hich  is  brought  in  the  caravan  from  the  Nile. 
There  is  a prodigious  high  range  of  mountains  be- 
hind it,  which  are  an  exadt  counterpart  to  thofe  on 
the  Arabian  fide ; through  thefe  mountains  is  the 
road  to  the  Nile.  The  harbor  is  defended  to  the 
northward  by  a reef  of  rocks,  which  ftretch  about  a 
mile  into  the  fea ; and  to  the  fouthward  and  weft- 
ward,  the  land  forms  it  into  the  ftiape  of  a crefcent. 
Here  is  water  for  lliips  of  burden  j but  without  a 
pilot,  they  could  not  venture  into  the  bafon.  The 
fort  of  Cofire  ftands  upon  a -rifing  ground  j and  is 
a fquare  building  of  about  four  hundred  yards  in 
circumference.  It  was  formerly  ftrong  enough,  to 
have  withftood  a regular  attack  j the  walls  being 
of  ftone,  and  raifed  to  a confiderable  height.  But 
at  prefentj  it  is  in  a defencelefs  ftate  the  breaches 

vans  were  often  attacked  in  the  way  by  the  Bulwis  (Buddoos) 
whofometimes  afTaulted  A1  Koffir  itfelf,  which  obliged  them,  for 
their  fecurity,  to  build  their  houfes  with  ftone  and  earth.  They 
alfo  told  the  author,  that  the  name  of  Egypt  was  unknown  to 
them,  but  that  all  the  country  from  A1  Koflir  and  a great  way 
behind  to  Alexandria,  was  called  RifFa,” 

Extradl  of  a Journal  from  Goa  to  Suez,  ann.  i 540. 
Written  by  Don  Juan  de  Caftro  (afterwards  vice- 
roy of  India)  captain  in  the  fleet  under  Don  Ste- 
fana  de  Gama.  Coll.  Voy.  vol.  iii.  p.  107. 

The  author  has  quoted  the  foregoing  paflage  to  fhew  the  fl- 
milar  ftate  of  this  port  and  coaft  near  two  centuries  and  an  half 
ago,  to  that  of  the  prefent  day.  The  navigator  knew  not  the 
real  diftance  between  the  river  and  coaft ; nor  that  U1  Riff 
fignifies  a great  bank,  which  occafions  Upper  Egypt  to  be 
called  Riff  U1  Nile,  becaufe  inhabited  only  on  the  banks  of 
that  river. 
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which  time  has  made  in  it,  being  repaired  with 
mud-work,  and  not  more  than  three  difmantled 
pieces  of  cannon  left  to  protedl  it.  The  town  itfelf 
is  in  a more  miferable  condition.  Of  all  the  nu- 
merous houfes  which  once  reared  their  heads  here, 
nothins:  but  their  walls  are  Handing ; and  of  the 
mofques,  which  good  Muflulmen  efteem  beyond 
all  other  edifices,  but  the  remains  of  two  now  can 
be  difcerned,  and  one  of  thefe  bowed  almoft  to  the 
ground.  The  reader  is  here  prefented  with  a view 
of  a place,  fo  new  to  obfervation.  It  is  a matter  of 
conjeclure  whether,  in  fifty  years  hence,  there  will 
be  any  traces  of  habitations  on  a fpot,  which  at  this 
moment  exhibits  only  the  outlines  of  them.  But  if 
the  town  difplays  fo  unfavorable  an  appearance,  it 
falls  infinitely  fiiort  of  the  dreary  afpeft  of  the 
country  around  it.  So  far  from  a tree  being  in 
fight,  the  eye  cannot  catch  a verdant  fpot,  whether 
it  furveys  the  mountains  within,  or  the  plain  that 
Hretches  along  the  fea-fhore.  And  this  defart  is 
the  barrier  to  the  celebrated  and  fertile  land  of  Up- 
per Egypt ! 

At  7 o’clock  the  principal  Turk  and  two  Arabs 
came  on  board  the  boat,  to  invite  us  afhere,  and  to 
acquaint  us  that  there  was  a houfe  provided  for  our 
reception.  We  had  paffed  but  an  uncomfortable 
night,  and  w'ere  overjoyed  to  be  relieved  from  our 
fufpence,  by  fo  polite  an  invitation.  We  readily 
accepted  of  it,  and  ourfelves  and  our  baggage  were 
conveyed  to  the  houfe  appointed  for  us;  w'hich, 
tJaough  the  belt  in  the  town,  was  little  better  than 

an 
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an  Englifh  barn.  Here  we  were  received  by  an 
Arab  of  diftinftion,  whom  v/e  found  to  be  the  fon 
of  the  Arabian  fhaik  or  prince  of  the  diftntt,  who 
was  abfent  on  an  excurfion  to  the  Nile.  Though 
the  garrifon  of  the  fort  of  Cofire  is  under  the  com- 
mand of  a Turkilh  officer,  appointed  by  the  bey  of 
Cairo,  the  government  of  the  city  and  the  com- 
merce of  the  port,  are  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the 
Arabs ; to  the  chief  of  whom  we  are  recommended 
by  the  vizier  of  Yambo.  This  is  a piece  of  Intel- 
ligence which  we  have' learnt  from  the  nokidah  of 
our  boat,  and  indeed,  the  vizier  could  do  no  lefs,  to 
atone  for  his  treachery  towards  us.  The  young 
man”  very  politely  fupplied  his  fither  s place,  and 
informed  us,  it  was  his  intention  to  accompany  us 
to  the  Nile,  as  foon  as  the  caravan,  which  was  daily 
expedled,  ffiould  arrive  from  thence.  This  he  con- 
fidered  as  the  lead  dangerous  and  expenfive  mode 
of  travelling ; as  a few  camels  would  require  a 
guard,  and  run  more  rifk  of  an  attack  from  the 
banditti  which  infeft  the  mountains  of  Upper 
Egypt,  With  thefe  plaufible  reafons  we  are 
obliged  to  acquiefce,  though  the  delays  we  un- 
dergo are  not  the  fmalleft  mortifications  we  meet 
with.  Our  room  was  crouded  the  whole  clay  with 
vifitors,  whofe  curiofity  led  them  to  view  us.  Euro- 
peans they  might  have  feen  here  in  difguife,  but 
the  habit  which  we  wore  was  evidently  new  and 
furprizing  to  them.  Among  thefe  people  there 
were  two  Chrillians,  who  appeared  much  rejoiced 

to  fee  us,  and  prefented  us  v.ith  a diffi  of  rufics, 

^ which 
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■which  were  very  light  and  palatable.  They  are 
clothed  in  the  Arabian  drefs,  which  we  likewife  in- 
tend to  aflume  when  we  fet  out  on  our  journey,  not 
only  to  avoid  the  inquifitive  and  illiberal  temper  of 
the  natives,  but  for  the  fake  of  loolnefs.  The  loofe 
and  light  veftments  of  the  oriental  nations  are  ad- 
mirably adapted  to  the  nature  of  their  climate ; and 
the  numerous  folds  of  the  muflin  turban,  are  the 
beft  invented  defence  againft  the  burning  rays  of  a 
vertical  fun. 


FRIDAY,  nth  July. 

We  had  company,  as  yefterday,  to  pay  us  their 
compliments  this  morning,  for  which  we  are  as 
much  indebted  to  the  indolence  of  temper,  as  to 
the  politenefs  of  the  Arabs.  If  we  except  their 
hours  of  devotion,  they  have  no  other  way  of  paf- 
fing  their  time  than  in  vifits  of  ceremony.  Books 
are  entirely  negledled  by  them,  except  thofe  of  a 
religious  turn  j and  which  are  more  calculated  to 
infule  the  gloom  of  fuperdition  into  the  mind  of  a 
Muffulman,  than  to  afford  amufement.  Poetry  it- 
felf,  which  feems  to  have  fprung  from  the  pafiioral 
regions  of  Arabia,  is  no  longer  courted  nor  ac- 
knowledged by  this  degenerate  race;  and  the 
names  of  their  poets  are  more  honored  and  known 
in  Europe  than  in  Afia.  Strange  as  tliis  affertion 
may  appear,  there  is  nothing  more  certain  than  the 
truth  of  it ; and  it  cannot  be  difputed,  that  the  pro- 
pagation 
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pagation  of  a novel  and  bigottcd  fiith,  has  been  al- 
ways attended  with  the  fame  melancholy  effefts  in 
every  part  of  the  globe.  The  blindnels  of  zeal 
dellroys  every  thing  that  is  not  intimately  conneft- 
ed  with  the  obje6t  of  its  purfuit;  and  the  high- 
priefts  of  a new-fangled  doftrine,  are  the  Goths  and 
Vandals  of  the  age,  who  overturn  the  altars  dedi- 
cated to  the  arts  and  fciences. 

Another  Chriftian  accompanied  thofe  who  paid  us 
a vifit  yefterday,  and  w'e  learn,  to  our  great  fatisfac- 
tion,  that  they  are  waiting  for  the  caravan  which  is 
TO  convey  us  to  the  Nile.  There  is  an  inexprefTibie 
pleafure  in  meeting  with  thofe  of  our  own  religion 
in  a foreign  land,  and  efpecially  where  the  dif- 
ference of  opinion  is  lufficient  to  occafion  the  word; 
of  treatment  to  a traveller.  But  it  is  univerfally 
acknowledged,  that  Chriftians  have  greater  privi- 
leges, and  experience  better  ufage  in  Egypt,  than 
in  any  other  part  of  Turkey.  Governed  by  her 
own  beys,  and  but  nominally  dependant  on  the 
Porte,  (he  deviates  wholly  from  tire  falfe  fyftem 
which  fubfifts  in  the  Ottoman  politics ; and  ftudies 
her  own  interefi;  in  the  favor  fhe  (hews  to  Chrif- 
tianity.  00  fupine  for  fludy,  and  too  proud  for 
labor,  the  Mahometan  refigns  the  pen  and  plough 
to  the  indiiftrious  Chriftian.  But  for  this  defpifed 
tribe,  the  wheels  of  government  would  ftand  (till, 
and  the  Nile  would  yearly  fatten  his  banks  in  vain. 
The  mechanics,  as  well  as  hufbandmen,  are  of  this 
perfuafion ; and  the  fecretaries,  as  vyell  as  moft  of 
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the  confidential  officers  of  the  great  and  pettjr 
princes  of  f-gypt,  profefs  the  Chrillian  tenets. 

The  Turkiffi  commandant  has  juft  fent  to  ac- 
quaint uSj  by  our  nokidah,  that  it  is  cuftomary  to 
fearch  the  baggage  of  travellers,  that  the  duties  of 
the  port  may  be  levied  on  any  merchandize  they 
poflefs.  T hough  we  affured  them  that  we  were 
fitted  out,  not  as  iTierchants,  but  as  travellers,  we 
could  have  no  objedtion  to  a pradllce  fo  ufual  in  all 
places.  In  the  evening,  therefore,  we  were  vifited 
by  fome  of  the  principal  people,  to  whom  we 
opened  our  trunks ; and  can  fay,  that  the  ferutiny 
was  lefs  rigid,  and  condudted  with  more  decency, 
than  in  many  of  the  cuftom-houfes  of  Europe. 
While  thefe  gentry  were  drinking  coffee  with  us, 
at  fun-fet  intelligence  was  brought  us  of  the  cara- 
van s approach,  which  afforded  us  no  inconfider- 
able  pleafuie.  The  young  ffiaik  was  informed  of 
his  father  s arrival,  and  haftened  to  receive  him. 
W e fbon  learnt  that  only  a part  of  the  caravan  was 
come  with  the  Arabian  ffiaik  j who  lent  us  his  com- 
l^liments,  and  excufes  lor  not  waiting  on  us,  being 
fatigued  with  the  journey.  He  promifed  to  vifit 
us  early  in  the  iPiOrning,  to  provide  us  with  camels, 
and  to  adjuft  the  ceconomy  of  our  expedition  by 
the  return  of  the  caravan,  which  would  certainly 
be  here  in  a few  days.  If  we  encounter  no  further 
delays,  we  ffiall  not  repine  at  being  betrayed  into 
this  route,  which  is  nev/,  and  may  afford  us  matter 
of  cuiious  fpeculation.  As  the  w'ind  alfo  conti- 
nues 
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nues  to  blow  from  the  N.  W.  quarter,  we  can  the 
more  eafily  give  credit  to  our  nokidah,  who  alTures 
us,  that  our  boat  would  not  have  gotten  to  Suez 
this  month  to  coiue,  and  that  the  feafon  alone  pre- 
vented our  being  carried  to  Suez  agreeably  to  our 
defire.  As  this  fellow  feems  very  earneft  to  ferve 
us,  and  has  promifed  to  remain  here  until  we  de- 
part for  the  Nile,  we  the  more  readily  forget  the 
trick  he  played  us,  w^hich  the  apprehenfions  of  the 
vizier’s  refentment  might  induce  him  to  commit. 
That  titled  villain  has  principally  benefited  by  our 
misfortunes;  and,  were  this  laft  evil  neceffary  to 
fill  up  the  meafure  of  them,  inftead  of  paying  the 
enormous  fum  of  650  dollars  for  our  pafiage  to 
Cofire,  we  might  have  been  tranfported  here  at  a 
trifling  expence,  on  any  of  the  numerous  boats  that 
trade  between  Yambo  and  this  place. 


SATURDAY,  12th  July. 

We  were  furprized  this  morning  with  an  early 
vifit  from  the  Arabian  fliaik,  attended  by  the  chief 
people  of  the  town.  He  is  an  elderly  man,  of  a 
good  countenance  and  a polite  addrefs,  and  in 
every  refpeft  anfwers  to  the  idea  which  an  European 
would  form  of  one  of  thefe  leaders.  Ele  confirmed 
the  tenders  of  fervice,  and  promifes  of  proteftion, 
made  us  by  his  fon ; and  feemed  willing  to  dif- 
patch  us  immediately  to  the  Nile  with  the  few  ca- 
mels he  had  here,  provided  we  were  content  to 
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leave  our  baggage  behind,  to  be  fent  after  us  by  the 
great  caravan.  Though  our  living  on  the  Nile 
until  our  baggage  came  up,  would.be  more  agree- 
able in  refpeft  to  the  fituation,  and  the  cheapnefs  of 
provifion,  when  compared  with  this  place,  we  de- 
termined to  wait  for  the  caravan,  which  we  now 
found  was  not  expedled  thefe  eight  days.  And 
this  not  only  on  account  of  fecurity,  but  as  it  ap- 
peared to  be  the  wiHi  of  the  fliaik,  who  declared 
his  intention  of  accompanying  us  himfelf,  or  put- 
ting us  under  the  protedlion  of  his  fon  during  the 
journey.  When  this  point  was  fettled,  we  re- 
quefted  the  fliaik  to  furnifli  us  with  a camel  to 
carry  a letter  to  the  Nile,  from  thence  to  be  for- 
warded to  the  India  Company’s  agent  at  Cairo, 
that  he  might  be  advifed  of  our  arrival  in  thefe 
parts.  To  this  the  fhaik  chcarfully  confented,  and 
we  addrefied  the  following  letter  to  Mr.  Baldwin, 
and  delivered  it  to  the  Arab. 


To  GEORGE  BALDWIN,  Efq. 

“ SIR, 

“We  take  the  liberty  to  acquaint  you  of  our 
arrival  at  this  place  on  the  loth  inftant.  A con- 
currence of  accidents  has  obliged  us  to  undertake 
this  uncommon  route,  although  it  was  our  inten- 
tion to  liave  proceeded  to  Cairo  by  the  way  of 
Suez.  As  we  are  cliarged  with  difpatches  of  the 
utmoft  confequence  from  the  prefident  of  Madras 

to 
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to  the  Court  of  Direftors,  we  flatter  oiirfelves,  that 
this  circumftance  will  be  a further  inducement  to 
your  humanity-j  to  intereft  yourfelf  with  the  bey  of 
Cairo*  in  our  behalf,  chat  he  may  immediately 
ilfue  paflTes  to  Ghinnah  and  Jirje,  for  our  better  fe- 
curity  in  going  down  the  Nile.  We  have  a pro- 
tection from  the  vizier  of  Yambo  to  the  Arab 
lhaik  of  this  diflricl,  who  has  treated  us  with  great 
civility,  and  proimifes  to  fend  us  to  the  Nile,  under 
charge  of  his  fon,  by  the  return  of  the  caravan, 
which  is  expected  here  in  a few  days.  It  is  with 
his  afliflance  that  we  are  enabled  to  forward  you 
this  intelligence  of  our  fituation.  When  we  have 
the  pleafure.  Sir,  of  feeing  you  at  Cairo,  we  fliaii 
do  ourielves  the  honor  to  deliver  the  letters  we  are 
charged  with  to  your  addrefs,  which  we  conflder  of 
too  much  importance  to  you  to  be  trufted  to  this 
conveyance. 

In  the  hopes  of  meeting  with  you  in  a fhort 
time,  and  of  exprefllng  our  fenfe  of  the  fervices 
which  your  influence  in  this  country  may  afford  us, 
we  remain, 

SI  R, 

Your  very  obedient,  &c.” 

“ Cofire,  on  the  coafl  of  Upper  Egypt, 

I2th  July,  1777.” 


This  bey  is  emphatically  called  Shaik  Elbalad,  or  chief  of 
the  beys  of  Egypt. 


Wiicn 
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When'  the  fhaik  and  his  courtiers  had  taken  their 
leave,  we  had  a continual  levee  the  whole  morning, 
and  the  durbar  of  an  eaftern  prince  could  not  be 
more  crouded  than  our  apartments.  We  treated 
our  vifitors  with  coffee  only,  as  it  is  the  cuftom  of 
the  country  for  every  one  to  carry  his  principal  en- 
tertainment about  with  him,  which  is  the  pipe.  It 
fupplies  the  place  of  meat  and  drink,  and  even 
thought  itfelf ; though  they  tell  you  here,  that  the 
pipe  is  the  beff  friend  imaginable  to  meditation. 
Be  this  as  it  may,  the  Arabs  do  not  feem  to  bene- 
fit by  it  in  this  refpedl;  j though  never  did  I fee  a 
paffion  carried  to  fuch  excefs  as  this. 

At  noon  the  young  fhaik  accompanied  us  in  a 
walk  about  the  town,  and  as  we  paffed  the  fort,  we 
were  faluted  with  one  gun ; a compliment  for 
which  we  made  a fmall  donation  to  the  gunner.  In 
this  excurfion  we  gathered  nothing,  but  a nearer 
view  of  the  poverty  of  the  people,  and  the  dreary 
face  of  the  country.  At  our  return  home  we  had 
another  vifit  from  the  fliaik,  to  acquaint  us,  that 
the  carriage  of  a letter  to  Cairo  would  be  very 
heavy,  and  that  we  might  as  well  omit  fending  it. 
When  he  named  6o_  dollars  for  the  trouble,  we 
v/ere  not  a little  ftartled  at  the  fum,  and  fhould 
have  been  well  inclined  to  drop  the  matter,  had  we 
not  held  it  of  great  moment  to  our  concerns.  We' 
declined,  how'ever,  giving  fuch  an  extravagant 
price,  for  what  we  told  the  lhaik  was  of  little  con- 
fequence  in  itfelf.  Ele  was  called  away  by  fome 
bufincfs  in  the  midft  of  this  conference,  and  our 
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nokkiah  offered  to  follow  him,  and  to  bring  him  to 
reafon  in  his  demand.  The  fellow  accordingly 
went  on  this  embafi;/  to  the  fliaik,  who  confented  at 
length  to  take  20  dollars  for  the  difpatch  of  the 
letter.  The  money  was  immediately  advanced, 
and  the  camel  was  that  night  fcnt  off  to  the  Nile, 
if  any  reliance  could  be  placed  on  the  word  of  an 
Arab.  The  attempt  to  impofe  on  ns  in  a charge 
of  this  kind,  was  only  confidered  by  us  as  an  cffay 
on  the  ftrength  of  our  purfcs  ; and  we  are  in  hopes, 
from,  our  having  lowered  them  fo  confiderably  in 
their  prices,  that  we  fhall  be  lels  liable  to  impo- 
fition,  in  our  future  dealings  with  the  natives  of 
Egypt. 

Our  evening,  as  ufual,  was  pafied  in  receiving 
company,  among  whom  we  faw  feveral  people  who 
were  to  be  our  fellow-travellers.  There  was  a 
merchant,  in  particular,  who  was  very  intelligent, 
and  offered  to  accommodate  us  with  his  houfe,  on 
our  arrival  at  Ghinnah,  a large  city  on  the  Nile,  to 
which  the  caravan  is  to  carry  us.  He  tells  us,  to 
our  great  fatisfaflion,  that  we  fnall  find  no  diffi- 
culty in  procuring  boats  for  our  paflage  down  the 
Nile;  and  that  at  the  eafy  expence  of  25  dollars. 
So  that  our  money  holds  out  to  Cairo,  we  muff  be 
content  to  pay  for  every  inch  of  the  road,  through 
this  ftrange  and  remote  country.  W e have  been 
obliged  to  make  feveral  little  prefents  to  the  great 
people  already;  but  thefe  have  been  confined  to 
pieces  of  Indian  handkerchiefs,  and  bottles  of  Eu- 
ropean liquors.  Thefe  the  Turkifli  commandant 
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carried  away  under  his  garment,  with  all  the  gra- 
vity peculiar  to  his  nation ; and,  to  hei^rhten  the 
joke,  he  was  pleafed  to  let  the  fpirits  pafs  under  the 
denomination  of  phyfic. 

The  weather  here  is  remarkably  pleafant  for  this 
time  of  the  year.  This  muft  be  owing  to  the  pre- 
valence of  the  northerly  winds,  that  blow  acrofs 
the  Red-Sea  to  this  coaft.  Neither  are  the  dews  fo 
heavy  and  troublefome,  as  we  found  them  on  the 
fliores  of  Arabia.  A lucky  circumftance  to  tra- 
vellers, who  have  been  fo  long  accuftomed  to  the 
magnificent  and  fpacious  canopy  of  the  fky,  that 
they  cannot  fleep  within  doors,  or  be  confined  be- 
neath the  low  and  contraded  roof  of  a chamber. 
We  have  a good  yard  belonging  to  the  houfe> 
where  we  pafs  the  nights. 


SUNDAY,  13th  July. 

Our  charges  are  confiderably  augmented  by  the 
price  of  water,  which  is  become  fo  fcarce,  that  we 
are  at  times  at  a lofs  for  a draught  of  it.  The 
people  here  drink  of  a bad  fort,  which  they  bring 
from  a fpring  at  above  a league’s  diftance,  it  not 
being  in  their  power  to  pay  a quarter  of  a dollar 
per  flein,  for  fo  confiderable  a necefTary  of  life. 

The  northerly  wind  continues  to  blow  fo 
ftrongly,  that  we  have  great  reafon  to  think  we 
Iliould  have  been  much  longer  beating  our  paffage 
to  Suez,  than  we  fhall  be  in  getting  to  Cairo  by  the 
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route  we  have  ftumbled  upon.  The  charafler  of 
our  nokidah  begins  to  be  again  doubtful.  After  all 
his  promifes  to  flay  by  us  until  our  departure,  and 
to  fee  us  provided  with  good  camels,  he  came  to 
us  this  evening  with  the  fhaik,  and,  after  a parade 
of  his  attachment  towards  us,  pretended  to  regret 
the  neceffity  which  called  him  away.  He  even 
perfuaded  the  old  man  to  declaim  in  his  behalf  j to 
acquaint  us  that  the  letter  which  the  vizier  of 
Yambo  had  fent  by  the  nokidah,  was  of  the  utmoft 
moment  to  our  intereft ; that  we  were  thereby  en- 
titled to  the  fliaik’s  protedtion,  as  far  as  his  life 
would  afford  it;  and  that  he  hoped  we  would  re- 
m.ember  him,  now  he  was  about  to  leave  us.  Not- 
withftanding  our  indignation  was  rouzed  at  the  pre- 
varication of  this  fellow,  we  did  not  hold  him 
worth  our  attention,  nor  did  we  chufe  to  let  the 
fhaik  into  the  reafon  of  cur  defiring  his  flay.  It 
was  our  bufinefs  to  appear  to  place  an  unlimited 
confidence  in  the  man,  whom  chance  had  made  the 
mafter  of  our  fates.  And  indeed  he  adted  very 
impartially  on  the  occafion,  and  concluded  his  ha- 
rangue, with  intreating  us  to  confult  our  inclina- 
tions only,  when  we  fixed  on  a recompence  for  the 
nokidah’s  fervices.  We  thanked  him  for  his  good- 
nefs,  and  carelefsly  added,  that  v/e  would  think  on 
this  fubjedt  in  the  morning.  There  is  no  doubt 
but  the  nokidah’s  waiting  our  motions,  might  be 
prejudicial  to  his  affairs  which  fummon  him  to 
Yambo  ; but  it  was  our  declared  intention  to  have 
made  him  a very  handfome  confidcration  on  this 
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account.  To  have  fent  advices  to  our  friends  in 
India  of  our  fafety,  and  of  our  departure  for  the 
Nile,  was  a nnatter  which  we  had  much  at  heart. 
This  very  fellow  had  promifed  to  accomplilh  it. 
He  has  undoubtedly  forfeited  all  further  preten- 
fions  to  our  favor,  fo  that  the  prefent  which  we 
give  him  will  be  very  trifling. 


MONDAY,  14th  July. 

The  greateft  part  of  the  morning  was  Ipent  in  a 
converfation  with  the  nokidah,  and  in  writing  a 
letter  to  the  vizier,  in  teflimony  of  this  fellow’s 
good  treatment  of  us.  His  condu6ting  us  to  this 
place  appears  to  have  been  more  the  vizier’s  crime 
than  his ; and,  in  fpite  of  his  recent  abufe  of  our 
confidence,  our  diftreffes  had  not  deprived  us  of 
the  principle  of  forgivenefs,  fo  far  as  to  permit  us 
to  deny  him  a requeft  of  this  nature.  The  fafety 
of  his  family,  who  were  in  the  vizier’s  power,  de- 
pended, as  he  affured  us,  upon  our  word.  The  ad- 
drefs  was  extraordinary  enough,  to  a man  who  had 
been  the  primary  caufe  of  our  misfortunes ; and  it 
may  be  expefted  that  we  did  not  mifs  the  opportu- 
nity to  give  a vent  to  our  indignation.  But,  irri- 
tated as  we  were  againft  the  minifter,  we  difdained 
even  to  expoflulate  with  him  on  his  unfair  proceed- 
ings. We  were  determined  not  to  afford  him  mat- 
ter of  triumph,  and  concealed  the  effedls  which  his 
detefted  policy  had  been  attended  with.  The  letter 
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was  exprcfTed  in  general  terms ; and  we  bore  wit- 
nefs  to  the  conduft  of  the  nokidah,  as  far  as  re- 
garded his  attention  and  refped;  towards  us.  With 
this  he  feeined  better  Ltisfied  than  with  the  pre- 
fent  we  made  him.  We  afligned  but  ten  dollars 
for  himfelf  and  the  pilot,  or  whom  I have  made 
fuch  frequent  mention  in  the  journal  of  the  boat. 
This  was  a fufficient  mortification  to  people,  whofe 
expeftations  had  been  raifed  by  the  rewards  we 
promifed  themi  on  our  fafe  arrival  at  Suez,  and 
whofe  ideas  of  our  w’ealth  were  fo  extravagant. 
The  feveral  trifles  we  had  left  in  the  l3oat 
amounted  to  no  inconfiderable  fum;  'but  the  value 
of  thefe  were  already,  forgotten.  We  were  more 
liberal  to  the  boat’s  crew,  who  came  at  the  fame 
time  to  take  leav'e  of  us ; as  they  had  been  the  in- 
nocent inftriiments  in  the  execution  of  the  plot, 
which  was  devifed  againfl:  us  in  the  town  of 
Yam  bo. 

We  perceive  a jealoufy  fiibfifts  between  the 
Turk  and  Arab  on  our  account,  which  we  have  no 
reafon  to  be  concerned  at.  As  the  prefence  of  the 
former  will  prove  an  infallible  check  on  the  motions 
of  the  fliaik,  we  fliall  rather  be  defirous  of  foment- 
ing the  difference,  by  paying  an  equal  attention  to 
thefe  chiefs,  than,  by  attaching  ourfelves  to  one, 
run  the  chance  of  incurring  the  refentment  of  the 
other.  The  government  of  the  diEria;  is  un- 
doubtedly in  the  hands  of  the  fliaik,  who  holds  it 
from  the  mandate  of  the  bey  of  Cairo  i and  to  his 
influence  we  inufl;  commit  ourfelves  in  our  journey 
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to  the  Nile.  But  the  oftehfible  dignity  lies  with  the 
Turkilh  officer,  who  commands  tlie  fort  of  Cofire 
in  the  name  of  the  bey,  and  is  placed  here  as  a fpy 
on  the  conduct  of  the  ffiaik.  They  never  meet  at 
our  houfe  but  by  accident ; and  then  nothing  but 
common  civility  paffies  between  them.  The  Arab, 
in  particular,  is  uneafy  at  the  frequent  vifits  of  the 
other,  and  it  is  no  longer  ago  than  this  morning, 
that  he  cautioned  us  to  truft  to  him  alone  for  the 
fupply  of  our  wants.  While  the  Turk,  on  the 
other  hand,  let  us  this  afternoon  into  the  knowledge 
of  every  thing  we  wanted  to  be  infonried  of.  The 
cullomary  price  of  camels  to  the  Nile  will  be  but 
trifling,  and  we  hope,  by  his  means,  to  efcape  the 
impofitions  which  we  flaould  otherwife  incur  from 
the  poverty  of  the  Arabs,  who,  in  many  refpedts, 
are  of  no  unamiable  charafler.  We  have  found 
them  to  be  decent  in  their  manners,  and  temperate 
in  their  diet  3 addiffed  to  no  warmth  or  levity  of 
temper,  refpedlful  in  the  laft  degree  to  their  p'arents, 
charitable  in  their  dlfpofitions,  and  humane  to  their 
dependents : ftriftly  attentive  to  all  the  forms  of 
their  religion,  and  wholly  unacquainted  with  the 
unnatural  vices  which  originated  in  the  Eaft,  and 
have  long  difgraced  the  Chriftian  empire.  But 
this  aflemblage  of  good  qualities  is  thoroughly 
tainted  by  the  luft  of  lucre,  which  no  bounds  are 
forcible  enough  to  reftrain.  Their  command  of 
. mind  is  applied  to  facilitate  the  bafeft  purpofes  of 
gain,  and  their  pretended  fandlity  often  ferves  to  co- 
ver fome  fcheme  of  fraud.  It  muft  be  owned,  the 

neceffities 


letter  II.  179 

XiecefTities  of  people,  who  almoft  live  in  a ftate  of 
nature,  mud  bear  hard  on  the  innate  principljs  of 
goodnefs  which  they  may  pofiefs ; and  when  the 
prejudices  of  their  religion,  which  inculcate  the 
pradllce  of  deceit  towards  Chridians,  are  thrown 
into  the  balance,  it  will  not  be  fo  much  wondered 
at,  that  the  fcale  of  injuftice  prevailed  againfl:  us : 
that  we  were  fo  maltreated  in  Arabia,  or  that  we 
fhall  be  obliged  to  win  our  way  through  the  defarts 
of  Theba'is  to  the  Nile,  by  dint  of  gold. 

The  young^  fhaik,  after  his  father  had  left  us, 
took  a liking  to  a very  good  fpying-glafs  which  we 
had  brought  with  us.  As  he  is  likely  to  be  our 
fellow-traveller,  we  begged  his  acceptance  of  it. 
At  the  fame  time  our  nokidah  came  to  take  his 
leave ; and  we  parted  on  good  terms,  notwithdand- 
ing  what  had  paded  between  us. 


TUESDAY,  15th  July. 

This  morning  ajar  of  water  was  brought  to  us 
from  the  fhaik,  which  had  jud  arrived  from  the 
mountains.  He  had  heard  us  complain  yederday 
of  the  want  of  fweet  water,  and  very  politely  fent 
this  jar  to  our  houfe,  which  had  come  for  his  own 
drinking.  We  were  content  to  pay  three  dollars 
for  the  carriage,  as  we  let  an  higher  value  upon 
water,  in  our  prefent  circumdances,  than  if  it  were 
wine.  We  had  an  early  vifit  from  the  old  man,  to 
^vhom  we  prefented  a piece  of  Indian  chintz  for 
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his  women.  Had  we  been  apprized  of  our  going 
this  road,  we  might  have  brought  numberlefs  tri- 
fles from  our  vefTel,  which  would  have  appeared  of 
fomc  eftimation  in  the  eyes  of  a people,  to  whom 
all  foreign  articles  have  the  charms  of  novelty- 
This  man  however  has  feen  more  of  the  world 
than  the  generality  of  his  countrymen.  Ele  has 
been  twice  at  Conftantinople  ; and  at  Alexandria, 
he  tells  us,  he  went  on  board  an  Englifli  man  of 
war  of  fixty  guns,  from  which  he  feems  to  have 
derived  an  high  idea  of  the  power  and  dignity  of 
the  Britifli  nation,  tie  has  been  comforting  us 
with  the  hopes  of  the  caravan’s  not  exceeding  the 
time  appointed  for  its  appearance  j which  now  ap- 
proaches, to  our  great  fatisfadlion.  There  is  no- 
thing to  be  feen  here  but  fea,  mountain,  and  fky ; 
and  we  long  to  be  coafting  the  banks  of  the  Nile, 
and  to  become  eye-witneflTes  of  the  fertility  and 
beauty  of  a country,  fo  celebrated  by  hiftorians, 
and  confirmed  in  our  admiration  by  the  teftimony 
of  the  people  here,  who  are  never  tired  of  repeat- 
ing its  pralfes.  We  learn  that  our  boat,  and  four 
others,  failed  this  morning  for  Yambo;  and  that 
three  larger  ones  remain  here  to  receive  their  lad- 
ing from  the  caravan.  The  paflTage  to  Yambo  can 
be  made  with  eafe  in  four  or  five  days.  What  a 
contrafl;  to  the  long  and  tedious  voyage  that  we  ex- 
perienced to  this  place! 

Nothing  is  a greater  proof  of  the  warlike  difpo- 
fitions  of  the  Arabs,  than  the  pleafure  they  take 
in  the  infpedlion  of  arms  of  all  kinds,  Our  fwords, 
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guns,  and  piftols,  have  undergone  a dioiiLnd  ex- 
aminations; and  been  honored  with  a profufion  of 
applaufes,  not,  we  fufpea,  without  hopes,  on  their 
fide,  of  profiting  by  our  politenefs.  Were  a fword 
or  fpear  to  be  put  into  the  hand  of  an  Arab,  what- 
ever difguife  he  might  be  in,  his  bent  of  mind 
would  as  quickly  betray  itfelf,  as  did  Achilles’, 
when  he  handled  the  arms  which  Ulyfies  placed 
before  him.  He  is  always  armed  as  if  going  to 
battle ; and  we  never  fee  any  one,  v/hofe  profefiion 
allows  of  it,  unprovided  with  a pair  of  loaded  pil- 
tols  in  his  girdle,  a fabre  and  a dagger  by  his  fide, 
and  a fpear  of  about  fix  feet  in  length  in  his  right 
hand.  In  his  left  he  alwdys  carries  a pipe,  which, 
moderately  fpeaking^  is  not  five  minutes  together 
from  his  lips  in  the  courfe  of  the  day.  Though 
this  general  pra6tice  of  carrying  fire-arms  on  peace- 
able occafions,  is  totally  repugnant  to  the  ideas  of 
civilized  minds,  there  is  nothing  but  what  may  be 
reconciled  to  us  by  the  force  or  habit ; and  we  now 
view  this  threatening  apparatus  of  war  without  the 
fmalleft  emotion.  In  the  evening  the  fliaik  brought 
us  a plate  of  unripened  limes,  which,  indifferent 
as  they  were,  we  underftand  have  come  from  the 
neighborhood  of  the  Nile. 


W E D N E S D AY,  i6th  July. 

We  are  very  fortunate  in  refpeT  to  the  owner 
of  the  houfe  we  live  in.  He  is  an  old  Arab,  of 
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a civil  demeanor  and  a quiet  temper  j and  if  ever 
a mortal  paffed  away  an  inoffenfive  life,  it  is  this 
hoft  of  ours.  His  worldly  cares  extend  not  be- 
yond the  little  ccconomy  of  an  humble  roof,  and 
the  fale  of  a few  articles,  with  which  he  makes  fhift 
to  provide  for  the  calls  of  nature.  The  only  lux- 
ury he  taftes  of  is  his  pipe  of  tobacco  and  his  cup 
of  coffee ; and  his  foie  enjoyment,  is  the  tendance  of 
a milch  goat,  that  follows  him  about  with  the  do- 
cility of  a dog.  The  milk  of  this  animal  he  kindly 
referves  for  our  ufe  ; and,  indeed,  it  is  ferviceable 
to  us,  in  a miferable  place,  where  milk  is  not  to 
be  procured.  In  the  courfe  of  fuch  a fimple  life, 
it  is  not  likely  that  he  fliould  imbibe  the  errors 
which  higher  ftations  vare  apt  to  betray  their  pof- 
feffors  into  : and  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  prayers 
of  this  poor  Arab  are  acceptable  to  the  Almighty 
difpofer  of  all  things.  Content  carries  along  witii 
it  the  afpeft  of  every  virtue;  and  not  to  repine 
at  the  deftiny  which  Heaven  has  allotted  us,  is 
certainly  of  more  folid  importance  to  mankind, 
than  the  attainment  of  a thoufand  dazzling  talents, 
which,  by  fitting  us  to  the  admiration  of  this  world, 
too  often  render  us  indifferent  to  the  acquifition  of 
a more  glorious  recompence. 

The  fhaik  and  the  commandant  are  become  very 
regular  in  their  vifits  to  us.  By  this  particular  atten- 
tion we  conceive  hopes  of  the  caravan’s  approach,  as 
we  do  not  think  they  would  thus  court  us  through  mere 
form.  The  Turk  is  by  much  the  more  modeft  of 
the  tv/o,  which  muff  be  attributed  to  a more  gene- 
ral 
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ral  knowledge  of  the  world.  He  has  afked  for 
nothing  but  the  liquor  before  mentioned]  and  has 
received  nothing  from  us,  but  a piece  of  muflin 
handkerchiefs,  which  we  prefcnted  him  with  lad 
night.  The  Arab  does  not  maintain  this  decency 
in  his  condu6t,  though  he  is  by  no  means  open  in 
his  demands.  He  is  continually  aflcing  us,  through 
the  channel  of  our  interpreter,  of  the  things  we 
poflcfs  ] and  this  morning  defired  to  look  at  a cu- 
rious pair  of  piftols  of  mine,  which  I had  carefully 
concealed  from  his  knowledge.  Though  I could 
not  learn  in  what  manner  he  had  difcovered  them, 
I was  obliged  to  promife  them  to  him  on  our  ar- 
rival at  the  Nile]  when  we  fondly  flattered  our- 
felves  to  be  delivered  from  the  neceflity  of  Hand- 
ing upon  our  guard.  Thefe  piftols  have  a ftop 
upon  the  cocks,  which  muft  render  them  fafer  to 
an  Arab,  who  is  accuftomed,  on  a march,  to  fleep 
with  them  in  his  girdle. 

The  weather  was  hotter  to-day  than  we  have 
before  experienced  it,  which  we  attribute  to  an  al- 
teration in  the  wind,  that  has  blown  from  the  land, 
though  very  faintly.  Were  it  not  for  the  conftant 
gales  which  prevail  in  thefe  feas,  the  coafts  would 
be  intolerably  hot,  as  the  foil  is  nothing  but  rock 
and  fand. 
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THURSDAY,  17th  July. 

The  lhaik  brought  us  this  morning  a bottle  of 
cinnamon-water  under  his  cloak.  We  were  pre- 
vailed on  to  tafte  it,  out  of  compliment  to  him’, 
who  Urcwed  us  the  example,  but  we  heartily  re- 
pented of  it.  Whether  owing  to  the  ftill,  or  what- 
ever caufe  it  might  be,  there  was  a copperas  talte 
in  the  liquor,  that  did  not  agree  with  our  ftomachs. 
This  will  be  a caution  hov/  we  make  free  with 
foreign  liquors,  among  a people,  whofe  ignorance 
may  be  impofed  on  by  the  venders  of  thefe  arti- 
cles. 

We  have  difeovered  an  amiable  trait  in  the 
charadler  of  the  old  man,  which  has  confiderably 
heightened  our  opinion  of  him.  He  has  a pater- 
nal regard  for  his  fubjedts,  and  feems  to  fnare 
in  any  innocent  recreation  they  can  take.  It  was 
no  longer  ago  than  laft  night,  that  a flave-boy, 
belonging  to  our  company,  was  playing  on  die 
fiddle  for  the  entertainment  oTthe  fliaik.  The 
novelty  of  the  found  brought  a crowd  about  the 
gate  of  the  yard,  where  we  were  fitting  on  carpets 
to  enjoy  the  cool  of  the  evening.  The  old  man 
perceived  them  to  be  pleafed  with  the  mufic,  and 
afked  our  permiffion  to  let  them  come  in.  This  was 
no  fooner  granted,  than  the  yard  was  filled  with 
people  of  all  ranks,  who  exprefled  great  fatisfadlion 
and  furprize  at  the  Ikill  of  a boy,  who  might  be 
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put  on  a footing  with  the  blind  fiddlers  tliat  fet 
a country  w'ake  in  motion.  Xhc  ideas  of  the 
better  fort  of  a fimple  people,  cannot  be  expefted 
to  be  more  refined  than  thofe  of  the  lower  rlafs  of 
a polifhed  nation.  Nature  is  the  fame  jji  every 
climate,  and  betrays  its  want  of  cultivation,  by 
an  undiftinguifhing  tafte  in  the  feveral  degrees  of 
perfection  to  which  the  arts  and  fciences  may  be 
carried.  Xhe  notes  of  a violin  or  flute  may  touch 
a rude  ear  with  fenfations  of  delight,  although  not 
regulated  by  the  paufes  of  time ; or  how  can  we 
pretend  to  receive  pleafure  from  the  wild  notes  of 
the  wood-lark  or  nightingale  ? Xhe  truth  is,  we  look 
not  for  any  excellence  in  the  bird,  but  what  nature 
has  afforded.  Xhe  fweetnefs  of  his  pipe  makes 
ample  amends  for  the  irregularity  of  the  meafure ; 
and  we  drink  the  melody,  without  feeling  the  want 
of  corredlnefs. 

We  had  a vifit  as  ufual  from  the  Xurk,  who 
watches  his  time,  and  comes  always  after  the  de- 
parture of  the  ffiaik.  He  informs  us,  that  he  has 
juft  had  a m.effenger,  who  brings  advice  of  the 
immediate  departure  of  the  caravan  from  the  Nile, 
If  this  account  be  true,  it  muft  arrive  within  two 
days  at  fnrtheft.  Xhe  Xurk  ftiewed  us  a chop  or 
fignet,  that  he  received  from  Ibrahim  Beg,  the 
bey  of  Cairo,  nominating  him  to  the  command  of 
the  fort  bf  Cofire.  He  is  a very  obliging  and 
good-humored  man ; and  it  will  be  our  inclination, 
as  well  as  intereft,  to  cultivate  his  friendfliip. 

It  is  not  often  that  we  venture  out  of  the  doors 
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of  bur  gateway,  except  by  moon-light,  when  w& 
ftray  down  to  the  fea-fide,  which  is  the  only  prof- 
pe6t  from  this  place  that  can  bear  ohfervation. 
There  was  doubtlefs  fome  appearance  of  cultiva- 
tion, when  the  country  was  better  inhabited,  as  the 
moft  ftubborn  foil  cannot  refifl;  the  efforts  of  induf- 
try.  But  as  the  power  of  the  Turks  began  to  de- 
cline in  thefe  parts,  commerce  failed  apace;  the 
inhabitants  of  this  populous  city  removed  by  de- 
grees to  the  more  fertile  banks  of  the  Nile,  and 
have  left  it  a prey  to  poverty  and  defolation ! 


FRIDAY,  1 8th  July. 

We  received  very  difagreeable  tidings  this  morn- 
ing relative  to  the  caravan.  The  road  is  fo  infefl- 
ed  with  Buddoos,  or  wild  Arabs,  that  its  progrefs 
is  delayed,  until  a reinforcement  arrives  from  the 
Nile.  It  feems  that  a fhaik  of  the  mountains, 
through  which  the  caravan  pafles,  has  lately  difap- 
peared  ; fo  that  the  fecurity  which  the  country  was 
in  from  his  influence,  no  longer  fubfifls.  It  is  cuf- 
tomary  for  the  caravan  to  pay  a tribute  to  thefe 
chiefs,  for  a paffage  through  their  diflrifts.  They 
are  only  robbers  of  a larger  growth,  and  openly  fet 
their  protection  to  fale,  to  defend  the  traveller  from 
the  rapine  of  their  tribes. 

Diftrcffing  as  this  circumflance  is,  we  are  habitu- 
ated to  difappointment,  and  are  arrived  at  that 
happy  temper  of  mind,  which  rejeCis  complaint  in 
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things  unavoidable.  As  foon  as  a fiifficient  num- 
ber of  camels  arrive,  to  tranfport  ourfelves  and 
bao-o-ao-e  to  the  river,  we  are  determined  to  fet 
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out,  in  company  with  the  fhaik  or  his  Ton  j our 
number  and  fire-arms  being  fufficient,  in  our  opi- 
nion, to  put  any  band  of  robbers  to  flight.  We 
fhall,  at  leaft,  make  up  fifteen  camels  j not  to 
mention  the  Chriftians  and  others,  who  might  be 
glad  to  join  us  on  fuch  an  expedition.  But  it  is 
likely  we  fliall  not  be  reduced  to  take  this  ftep, 
which,  at  any  rate,  mu  ft  be  attended  with  rifle. 
The  caravan  may  come  before  any  further  intelli- 
gence, as  it  only  waited  for  the  difperfion  of  the 
Buddoos,  who  are  between  it  and  this  place  j and 
the  pradlice  of  giving  notice  of  its  approach,  by 
lighting  fires  on  the  hills,  has  been  difcontinued, 
fince  the  arrival  of  thefe  troublefome  neighbors. 

The  boats  that  waited  for  grain  by  the  caravan, 
are  now  refolyed  upon  failing,  as  its  appearance  is 
fo  uncertain.  The  mafter  of  a boat  belonging  to 
Judda,  came  to  us  this  morning  to  know  our  com- 
mands. As  he  feems  to  be  a good  fort  of  man, 
and  this  is  the  only  opportunity  we  may  have  of 
advifing  our  friends  in  India  of  our  fituation,  we 
are  determined  to  write  by  him,  to  the  care  of  Mr. 
Horfeley  at  Mocha,  who  has  his  letters  very  punc- 
tually forwarded  to  Suez  per  viam  Judda. 

The  Arabs  are  beggars  from  the  higheft  to  the 
loweft.  Indeed,  fo  facred  is  the  ftate  of  poverty 
among  them,  that  they  hold  its  votaries  as  under 
the  peculiar  dire<ftion  of  Providence.  And  this 
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humane  notion  is  the  fource  of  that  charity,  which 
is  tlie  moft  general  virtue  they  poffefs.  It  is  not, 
therefore,  to  be  wondered  at,  that  an  Arab  feels 
not  the  lliame  which  overfpreads  the  cheek  of  an 
European  petitioner.  He  ades,  without  fcruplc, 
for  what  he  thinks  his  poverty  entitles  him  to  j and 
intrudes  hirafelf  in  his  rags  into  the  prefence  of  his 
fuperiors,  from  which  he  feldom  or  never  experien- 
ces a repulfe.  A fon  of  a fhaik  of  Yambo  is  about 
to  return  thither  on  one  of  the  boats,  and  came  to- 
day to  demand  a prefent  of  us.  As  we  were  at  a 
lofs  what  to  offer  him,  the  old  Ihaik  flood  our 
friend  on  this  occafion,  and  gave  him  two  gold 
pieces  in  our  name,  called  mauheboops,  of  the 
value  of  one  dollar  and  an  half  each.  Thefe  we 
are  to  give  him  credit  for  when  we  fettle  ac- 
counts with  the  flraik.  In  the  evening  the  man 
came  for  our  letters,  which  we  delivered  to  him. 


SATURDAY,  i ^th  J ulv. 

The  air  w^as  fo  bleak  during  the  night,  that  we 
were  glad  to  retire  into  the  houfe,  though  the 
place  we  deep  in  is  defended  from  the  wind,  by  the 
height  of  the  walls.  This  is  one  of  the  fined;  cli- 
mates under  the  fun,  the  air  ferene  and  wholefome, 
and  the  dcy  always  unclouded.  The  rays  of  the 
fun  are  tempered  by  the  refrefhing  breezes  from 
the  fea,  which  conflantly  blow  during  the  hotter 
rnonths-of  the  year,  dhe  loutherly  winds  prevail 
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only  in  December,  January,  and  February;  and  at 
tlie  changes  of  the  moon,  they  are  fometimes  felt 
for  a day  or  two  in  the  other  months.  From  our 
experience  of  tliis  fea,  we  do  not  think  it  pra6lica- 
ble  for  a veflel  to  get  up  to  Suez  later  than  March. 
But  then  fire  may  always  reach  Cofire,  whence  her 
packets,  and  even  her  goods,  may  be  conveyed  at 
an  eafy  expence  to  the  Nile.  Ghinnah,  a city  of 
Upper  Egypt,  is  fituated  about  130  miles  W.  N. 
W.  of  Cofire ; thither  the  caravan  goes,  and  there 
boats  may  be  had  in  great  plenty  for  Cairo,  v,?hich 
is  500  computed  iniles  from  thence.  This  route 
can  only  be  recommended  to  a packet-boat  with 
difpatches  from  India,  or  to  a velfel  that  lofes  her 
pafiTage  to  Suez  j as  the  expence  of  boat-hire  down 
the  river,  and  the  cufioms  of  this  port,  would  prove 
a confiderable  draw-back  on  the  profits  of  the 
voyage.  • But  in  fuch  a fituation,  we  doubt  not 
that  velTels  would  find  their  account  in  coming 
here,  inftead  of  repairing  to  Judda,  as  the  fnow 
Adventure  had  orders  to  do,  to  the  great  lofs  of 
her  owners.  A treaty  of  commerce  might  as 
readily  be  effefted  with  the  princes  of  Upper 
Egypt,  as  with  the  bey  of  Cairo  ; if  the  India 
Company  do  not  confider  this  trade  as  prejudicial 
to  their  'interefts.  It  is  not  my  intention,  at  pre- 
fent,  to  enter  into  a difeufiion  of  this  matter,  as  I 
acknowledge  myfelf  but  an  incompetent  judge  of 
it.  But  if  the  fpccies  of  goods  which  are  carried 
to  the  Cairo  m.arket,  and  the  channels  into  which 
they  are  afterwards  thrown,  be  confidered,  it  does 
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not  appear,  that  the  eftablifliment  of  this  commerce 
would  operate  materially  to  the  Company’s  lofs. 
The  cargoes  for  this  track  are  chiefly  of  the  fineft 
alTortment,  and  their  circulation  confined  to  the 
ports  of  the  Mediterranean  ; fo  that  it  is  not  to  be 
feared  they  will  interfere  with  the  fale  of  the  Com- 
pany’s merehandife 

The  Arabs  here  are  much  lefs  referved  in  con- 
verfation  than  in  Arabia.  The  fhaik  himfelf  has 
mentioned  his  wives  to  us  more  than  once,  though 
it  is  a fubjeft  on  which  his  countrymen  at  home 
preferve  the  ftriefliefl:  filence.  But  in  proportion  as 
they  are  removed  from  the  land  of  their  Prophet, 
it  would  feem  that  they  throw  off  the  aufterity 
which  is  infeparable  from  bigotry.  Their  features 
are  confiderably  relaxed  here,  of  the  folemnity  that 
they  affeefl:  at  Yambo;  and  the  old  man  rellflies  a 
joke  with  as  much  glee  as  ourfelves.  Pie  has 
juft  now  gained  much  upon  our  confidence  by  an 
inftance  of  forbearance,  which  befpeaks  him  fome- 
what  divefted  of  the  rapacious  fpirit  of  his  tribe. 
My  European  fervant  was  imprudent  enough  to 
venture  out  in  the  dufle,  into  the  quarter  of  the 
town  where  the  files  de  joie  refide.  Pie  was  difco- 
vered  by  the  patrole,  and  after  having  buffered 
fome  indignities,  was  hurried  away  to  the  guard- 

* It  is  not  unlikely  that  this  queftion  will  be  decided  by  the 
Turks  themfelves,  whole  ficklenefs  and  rapacity  may  lead  them 
to  ovcrfet  an  infant  commerce,  by  means  more  forcible  to 
thofe  engaged  in  it,  than  the  authority  of  the  legiflature 
itfelf. 
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houfe,  whence  he  was  releaieJ  by  the  flialk’s  or- 
der, as  foon  as  the  report  was  made  to  him.  This 
happened  two  nights  ago,  and  was  kept  from  our 
knowledge.  The  old  man  was  very  backward  to 
mention  the  fubjeft  to  us,  which  he  did  at  length, 
on  account,  we  believe,  of  the  mifehiet  that  might 
enfue  to  the  foolifh  fellow,  were  he  ever  caught  by 
the  natives  in  fuch  a place  again.  Had  this  in- 
cident occurred  at  Yambo,  or  even  at  Mocha, 
where  ftrangers  are  lefs  liable  to  impofitions,  there 
is  no  doubt  but  the  fervant  would  have  been  de- 
tained in  prifon,  until  his  liberty  was  purchafed  at 
the  price  of  three  or  four  hundred  dollars. 

The  fhaik  brought  us  word  this  evening,  that  he 
had  juft  received  certain  intelligence  of  the  cara- 
van having  left  the  Nile.  While  he  was  fitting 
with  us,  an  exprefs  arrived,  intimating  that  a party 
of  Buddoos  were  in  the  neighborhood,  and  had 
feized  a camel  and  four  afles  belonging  to  the 
town,  which  had  gone  out  this  morning  to  fetch 
charcoal.  The  old  man  immediately  fignified  his 
refolution  to  fally  forth  with  a few  attendants,  and 
obferve  their  motions.  For  this  end  he  borrowed 
the  pair  of  piftols  belonging  to  me,  which  he 
had  long  fixed  his  eye  upon,  and  wnich  I had  pro- 
mifed  to  prefent  him  with  on  our  arrival  at  Ghin- 
nah.  Fires  were  now  lighted  on  the  different  emi- 
nences which  overlook  the  town,  and  the  drum 
beat  to  arms.  Nor  were  thefe  precautions  ufelefs, 
in  fuch  a defencelefs  place  as  this,  which  might  be 
plundered  with  great  eafe  by  a refolute  and  well- 
, A accoutered 
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accoutered  band.  But  thefe  robbers  are  reported 
not  only  to  be  indifferently  armed,  but  to  be  void 
of  all  fpirit  when  they  meet  with  refiftance.  The 
third  part  may  be  furniflicd  with  match-locks,  and 
the  reft  with  fpears  and  fwords.  A miferable  race, 
W'andering  from  hill  to  hill,  and  fubfifting  on  the 
pilfer  of  ftraggling  paffengers.  We  prepared  our 
fire-arms  for  their  reception,  fliould  they  venture  to 
affauk  our  caftle  j and  there  was  little  occafion  for 
our  keeping  a regular  watch,  as  it  was  not  poffible 
to  obtain  a found  nap  during  the  night,  whofe 
dull  ear”  (as  Shakefpear  denotes  it)  was  deafened 
by  the  rattling  of  the  drum,  and  the  chorus  of  a 
war-fong.  Thefe  the  Arabs  continued  until  the 
morning  dawned,  and,  delivering  them  from  their 
fears,  permitted  us  to  take  an  hour’s  repofe. 


SUNDAY,  20th  July. 

We  find  that  the  Turkifti  commandant  had 
every  thing  in  readinefs  in  the  fort,  to  have  done 
execution  among  the  Buddoos.  The  gunner  this 
morning  was  fpunging  the  few  pieces  that  are 
mounted  on  the  walls,  having  drawn,  we  fuppofe, 
the  charges  of  powder,  which  may  ferve  on  a fu- 
ture occafion.  The  Turk  breakfafted  with  us,  and 
magnified,  with  the  rhodomontade  of  his  nation,  the 
ftrength  of  his  citadel,  and  the  valor  of  his  troops  ; 
both  of  which,  however,  we  muft  confefs,  might 
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withftand  the  attack  of  an  army  of  fuch  vagrants,  a3 
thefe  have  been  reprefented  to  us  ! 

Even  in  this  remote  corner  of  the  globe,  the 
charadler  of  the  Turks  ftrongly  difplays  itfelf. 
Sufpicious  of  ftrangers,  and  jealous  of  obfervation, 
they  endeavor  to  conceal  their  weaknefs  under  an 
oftentatious  language.  Though  he  has  never  in- 
vited us  into  his  fort,  the  commandant  frequently 
talks  of  the  importance  of  his  charge  ; and  though 
the  contempt  which  the  fliaik  entertains  for  him  is 
too  vifible  to  efcape  our  notice,  he  is  willing  to  in- 
fpire  us  with  an  idea  of  his  own  fuperiority.  Con- 
feious  that  his  power  is  daily  mouldering  aw'ay  in 
thefe  parts,  the  Turk  grows  more  and  more  dif- 
truftful  of  the  Arab  ; while  the  latter  can  no  longer 
fupprefs  the  rancor  which  he  has  conceived  againft 
his  tyrannical  mafters.  To  what  lengths  this  mu- 
tual averfion  will  carry  them,  time  alone  can  dif- 
cover.  But  this  appears  probable  : Ihould  a fa- 
vorable conjundlure  prefent  itfelf  to  the  Arabs,  to 
recover  the  territories  of  Egypt,  it  will  not  pafs  by 
unheeded^  This  conqueft  of  their  Prophet’s  family 
may  return  into  their  hands,  and  then,  by  a natural 
courfe  of  things,  revert  to  the  dominion  of  the  ori- 
ginal poffeiTor.  Thus,  by  a retrograde  motion,  the 
chains  of  bondage  may  be  unloofed,  and  the  rights 
of  the  native  be  reflored  to  him. 

One  of  the  prefent  fubjedts  of  our  apprehenfion 
is,  that  the  houfe  we  live  in  will  not  laft  our  time, 
Ihould  the  caravan  meet  with  further  delays.  The 
rafters  are  of  the  date-tree,  and  inftead  of  plank  or 
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tile?,  the  floor  is  compofed  of  ruflies  laid  clofe  to- 
gether. On  this  loofe  fand  is  placed,  and  over  all 
the  coarfe  matts  of  the  country.^  Materials  of  this 
fort  mufl:  have  a wonderful  elaflricity  in  them ; and 
every  ftep  we  take,  is  attended  by  an  univerfal  tre- 
mor of  the  houfe.  Neither  would  a ftranger  ima- 
gine that  we  were  better  provided  in  regard  to  the 
roof.  This  is  formed  of  nothing  ftronger  than 
ruflies,  on  which  flones  arc  heaped,  to  prevent  their 
being  fcattered  by  the  winds.  But  in  this  fettled 
climate  the  native  requires  no  defence,  but  againfl: 
the  rays  of  the  fun ; thunder  and  lightning  being 
almofl:  unknown  to  him;  and  even  rain  a very  un- 
common vifitor.  By  the  accounts  of  the  inha- 
bitants, no  rain  has  fallen  at  Cofire  for  thefe  three 
years  paft ; nor  does  it  ever  exceed  a fliower  or 
two,  when  it  comes.  Of  this  the  ftrufture  of  their 
remaining  houfes  is  an  unqueftionable  proof;  for 
being  rebuilt  with  mud,  and  half  thatched  with 
ruflies,  one  day  of  rain  would  mix  them  with  their 
mother  earth. 


MONDAY,  difl:  July. 

Old  and  defolatc  as  this  town  is,  cats  are  the 
chief  and  almiofl;  only  nuifance  which  we  have 
found  here.  But  we  are  infefted  with  thefe  vermin 
to  fuch  a degree,  that  no  provifion  can  be  fecured 
from  their  talons  during  the  night.  It  is  to  no  pur- 
pofe  to  lock  the  door,  when  the  roof  is  fo  unable 
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to  withftand  their  afTaiilts.  A droll  adventure  hap- 
pened laft  night,  in  confequence  of  the  voraciouf- 
nefs  of  thefe  animals,  which  may  not  be  unworthy 
of  remark.  We  had  been  prefented  with  a difli  of 
nice  cakes  by  one  of  our  Chriftian  acquaintance, 
which  a fervant,  out  of  his  great  wifdom,  hung  up 
in  the  room  where  one  of  our  companions  flept. 
Though  the  doors  and  windows  were  flung  open 
on  account  of  the  heat,  he  thought  the  cakes 
would  be  fafer  here  than  in  any  other  place ; and 
for  the  greater  fecurity,  fufpended  them  over  the' 
gentleman’s  bed.  But  the  very  reverfe  fell  out. 
When  all  was  quiet,  the  cats,  which  had  been  at- 
tracted in  great  numbers  by  the  favory  fmell  of  the 
cakes,  ruflied  in  at  once  from  all  quarters,  and, 
without  the  leafl;  refpeCt  to  the  intended  guardian 
of  them,  and  directed  by  inftinCt  to  their  booty, 
flew  in  a tumultuous  manner  towards  it.  Our 
companion  was  awakened  by  the  growling  of  two 
of  thefe  ferocious  creatures,  who  were  difputing  for 
a prize  on  his  pillow  and,  finding  by  the  noife 
which  aflailcd  his  ears,  that  the  combat  raged  with 
equal  fury  on  all  fides,  he  ran  to  a ftick  that  flood 
near  him,  and  with  an  activity  equally  new  and 
furprizing,  lay  about  him  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that 
his  perfecutors  made  off  at  length  with  the  remains 
of  the  plunder.  We,  who  took  up  our  lodging  in 
the  yard,  were  diflurbed  by  this  uncommon  tumult, 
which  did  not  continue  lefs  than  a quarter  of  an  hour. 
It  immediately  recalled  to  our  minds  an  adventure 
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of  Don  Quixote’s,  with  this  difference  only,  that 
the  prefent  was  not  a preconcerted  one.  It  was 
perhaps  happy  for  our  friend,  that  the  cats  had 
fomething  forcible  enough  to  draw  their  attention 
from  him,  or  his  face  and  body  might  have  iuf- 
fercd  equally  with  the  knight’s  of  facetious  me- 
morv.  Our  mirth  was  increafed  however  accord- 
ing  to  the  innocence  of  the  diflrefs,  which  deprived 
him  of  his  deep  during  the  whole  night.  This 
was  every  moment  broken  by  the  mewing  of  thefe 
animals,  that  hovered  around  the  fcene  of  adtion 
until  the  day  broke,  and  difclofed  to  the  unfortu- 
nate hero  the  caufe  of  his  perplexity. 

Should  we  remain  here  much  longer,  we  fliall 
not  have  wherewith  to  fupply  the  cravings  of  thefe 
people,  who  are  continually  importuning  us  for 
powder,  ball,  flints,  and  every  article  that  they 
fix  their  eyes  upon.  Empty  bottles  are  parti- 
cularly acceptable  to  them ; and  the  fliaik  him- 
felf  did  not  difdain  to  requeft  a dozen  for  his  own 
ufe.  Even  fuch  trifles  as  thefe  have  given  rife  to 
jealoufies  in  this  Ample  place : nay,  one  of  the 
fliaik’s  guards  has  gone  fo  far,  as  to  throw  out- 
threats  of  vengeance  againfl;  our  fervant  Ibrahim, 

' becaufe  the  preference  of  a few  bottles  was  given 
to  another.  To  punifli  his  infolence,  we  took 
upon  us  this  morning  to  forbid  this  fellow  the 
houfe.  Since  our  firfl:  arrival  he  has  been  remark- 
ably officious,  and  profufe  of  his  tenders  of  fervice; 
but  as  we  have  always  confidered  him  in  the  light 
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of  a fpy,  we  did  not  regret  the  opportunity  which 
permitted  us  to  rid  ourlelves  of  fo  troublefome  a 
vifitor. 


TUESDAY,  22d  July. 

A boat  arrived  laft  night  from  Tor,  in  the  gulf 
of  Suez,  which  brings  intelligence  that  there  are 
four  Englifli  vefiels  ftill  at  Suez.  We  may  there- 
fore flatter  ourfelves  with  the  hopes  of  relieving  our 
friends  in  India  from  their  apprehenfions  for  our 
fafety  : the  accounts  we  have  hitherto  fent  being 
unfatisfadlory,  and  their  conveyance  uncertain. 
Our  Ihaik  likewife  informed  us,  in  the  courfe  of  his 
viflt  this  morning,  that  two  Europeans  had  arrived 
in  a boat  at  Tor,  and  had  fet  out  on  camels  for 
Suez  without  any  efcort,  about  a month  ago.  Thefe 
we  know  to  be  the  gentlemen  already  mentioned  to 
have  touched  at  Yambo,  and  who  had  the  charge 
of  the  packet  which  Captain  Dibdin  brought  from 
Madras.  We  could  not  but  congratulate  ourfelves 
on  being  carried  by  this  road  inftead  of  that  by 
Tor,  which  would  infallibly  have  been  the  furthefl; 
port  that  our  boat  could  have  reached  in  the  Red- 
Sea,  at  this  feafon.  Our  fituation  appears  to  us  in 
every  refpedt  more  eligible  than  theirs.  The 
country  between  Tor  and  Suez  is  efteemed  the 
mofl;  uncivilized  in  all  Arabia.  There  is  no  regu- 
lar caravan,  and  we  cannot  but  tremble  for  the  fe- 
CLirity  of  thefe  adventurers.  Their  appearance  in- 
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deed  is  a powerful  circumftance  In  their  favor ; and 
it  might  be  better  for  us,  if  we  were  as  bare  of 
baggage  and  money  as  they  are  reported  to  be. 

The  fhaik  informs  us,  that  another  camel  and 
fome  affes  have  been  taken  by  the  Buddoos,  which 
occafioned  his  fending  an  exprefs  laft  night  to 
meet  the  caravan,  and  warn  it  of  the  danger.  The 
alarm  which  thefe  robbers  have  fpread  through  the 
country,  has  certainly  been  the  caufe  of  its  extraor- 
dinary delay,  which  Is  fo  grievous  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Cofire,  that  the  Turkifh  commandant  juft 
now  told  us,  he  has  difpatched  a camel  to  Ghin- 
nah,  to  requeft  that  an  additional  guard  may  be 
fent  after  the  caravan,  to  condu61:  it  hither.  A 
fcarcity  of  every  article  of  life  has  been  felt  here 
for  fome  time,  and  famine  itfelf  can  only  be  warded 
off  for  a few  days  longer. 

There  is  a trait  in  the  charadler  of  the  Arabs, 
which  is  very  difgufting ; but  no  more  peculiar  to 
them  than  to  MulTulmen  in  general.  They  are  fo 
dirty  in  their  linen,  that  though  they  take  great 
pains  to  adorn  themfelves  in  gay  apparel,  this  ha- 
bitual uncleanlinefs  cannot  be  concealed.  Their 
fhirr  is  of  the  coarfeft  linen,  and  much  refembles 
the  Englifli  fhift.  Their  drawers  are  loofe,  and 
ufually  of  filk,  and  their  under  garment  of  dyed 
linen,  except  on  particular  occafions,  when  it  is  ex- 
changed for  a more  coftly  one  of  filk.  Over  this 
they  throw  a cloak  of  broad-cloth,  which  is  edged 
with  fattin  or  fur.  They  wear  flippers  on  their  feet, 
and  turbans  on  their  heads,  of  much  lefs  magnitude 
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than  the  other  followers  of  Mahomet.  The  drefs 
of  the  women  vanes  little  from  that  of  the  men. 
Their  fhirt  and  drawers  are  the  fame,  but  their  whole 
habit  confifts  of  a loofe  gown,  which  is  gathered  up 
and  faftened  at  the  bread.  They  take  the  greateft 
pride  in  their  hair,  which  falls  down  their  necks  in 
numerous  plaits.  But  this  is  concealed  when  they 
go  abroad  by  a part  of  their  vails,  with  as  much 
care  as  their  faces.  The  vail  is  divided  into  two 
pieces,  and  joins  by  a clafp  on  the  forehead,  which 
is  either  of  gold  or  of  precious  ftones  : fo  that  the 
forehead  and  eyes  are  entirely  expofed  to  public 
view.  The  complexions  of  the  females  are  much 
fairer  than  thofe  of  the  men,  which  muft  be  attri- 
buted to  the  care  which  is  taken  to  preferve  them 
from  the  fun.  In  this  particular  they  feem  to  be  a 
diftinft  fpecies  from  their  fwarthy  mates ; and  are 
really  fo  in  refpefl  to  the  neatnefs  of  their  drefs,  and 
the  liberality  of  their  principles.  This  encomium 
is  but  due  to  their  merit,  and  falls  fhort  of  the  af- 
fiflance  which  we  experienced  from  them  in  the 
hour  of  our  greateft  diftrefs. 


WEDNESDAY,  23d  July. 

We  were  agreeably  ftruck  this  morning  with  the 
appearance  of  three  camels,  which  weie  haftening 
to  the  town.  They  brought  the  news  of  the  cara- 
van’s approach.  It  left  the  river  in  three  divifions, 

and  travels  by  eafy  ftages  towards  Cofire.  The  firft 
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divifion  fell  in  with  the  wild  Arabs  who  were  lately 
in  this  quarter,  and  was  attacked  by  them,  and 
plundered  of  forty  camels  loaded  with  merchan- 
dize. It  happened  to  be  the  hnalleft,  and  unpro- 
vided with  a proper  guard.  The  two  larger  divi- 
fions  will  not  be  here  before  to-morrow,  and  are 
faid  to  confift  of  one  thoufand  or  twelve  hundred 
camels.  But  the  danger  we  learn  is  now  over,  as 
thefe  banditti  are  gone  towards  Suez,  which  is  the 
road  to  their  own  country.  This  is  the  intelli- 
gence which  we  received  from  the  Turk  at  break- 
faft,  and  ,it  was  confirmed  by  the  fhaik,  when  he 
came  to  wifli  us  joy  of  our  fpeedy  departure. 

By  thefe  camels  there  is  little  come  befides 
wheat,  and  we  are  ftill  diftreffed  for  good  water. 
We  have  been  obliged  to  drink  the  water  of  this 
place  for  thefe  two  days  paft ; it  is  very  brackifii 
and  unpalatable  : but  we  take  the  precaution  to 
boil  it  for  our  ufe;  and  this  has  probably  prevented 
its  difagreeing  with  us. 

One  of  the  plagues  of  Egypt  feems  to  be  re- 
newed to-day,  to  our  extreme  annoyanee  and  regret. 
We  had  been  quite  free  from  the  infc6ls  which  are 
continually  engendered  in  hot  climates,  when  a 
warm  foutherly  wind  has  brought  fuch  a fwarm  of 
flies  along  with  it,  as  to  prevent  the  poffibility  of 
obtaining  our  cuftomary  nap  after  dinner.  The 
whole  houfe  is  filled  with  them,  and  not  a mo- 
ment’s fatisfiiftion  is  to  be  found  within  doors. 
This  is  the  firft  time  that  the  wind  has  been  in  the 
foutherly  quarter  fince  our  arrival  at  Cofire ; and 
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confequently  is  the  firft  fair  wind  that  we  fliould 
have  met  with,  had  our  boat  pnrfued  her  voyage 
to  Suez.  The  gulph  of  Suez  is  fo  narrow,  that 
the  wind  muft  be  very  favorable  to  carry  up  a boat 
fo  badly  fitted  out  as  ours ; and  all  attempts  on 
our  part  to  beat  up  the  channel,  muft  have  proved 
fruidefs.  Though  the  charge  of  duplicity  againft 
the  vizier  and  the  nokidah  of  Yambo,  remains  un- 
refuted, this  prevalence  of  contrary  winds  is  no  im- 
peachment of  their  experience  of  this  fea.  The 
weather  is  confiderably  changed  by  the  alteration 
of  the  wind ; and  had  we  a thermometer  to  an- 
nounce it,  I am  convinced  that  it  is  hotter  by  many 
degrees  than  it  was  yefterday.  We  are  the  more  in- 
commoded by  the  heat,  as  our  houfe  has  not  a win- 
dow towards  the  fea. 


THURSDAY,  24th  July. 

The  fhaik  this  morning  propofed  to  us  a fcheme 
of  getting  expeditioufly  to  the  Nile,  though  he 
could  not  but  take  notice  of  the  heavy  charges  that 
would  attend  it.  We  had  been  repeating  our  com- 
plaints of  the  delay  of  the  main  body  of  the  cara- 
van, and  of  the  detriment  which  our  ftay  here, 
would  be  of  to  our  affairs.  This  was  a fine  open- 
ing for  him  to  benefit  by  our  neceffity,  which  he 
judged  was  too  prefling,  to  admit  of  hefitation  in 
point  of  expence.  He  offered  to  procure  us  as 
many  camels,  as  would  tranfport  us  and  our  bag- 
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gage,  from  thofe  which  arrived  yefterday.  For 
thefe,  however,  we  were  to  pay  double  the  price  of 
camel-hire  to  Ghinnah,  on  account  of  the  fcarcity 
of  thefe  animals  at  prefent.  To  this  meafure  we 
would  readily  have  fubfcribed,  had  not  the  price 
he  demanded,  exceeded  trebly  what  it  ought  to  have 
done  from  his  own  calculation.  When  he  even  re- 
duced it,  at  our  remonftrance,  to  eight  dollars  per 
camel,  we  were  (till  at  a lofs  how  to  aft.  We 
found  that  we  could  not  manage  without  eighteen 
camels,  for  the  accommodation  of  ourfelves,  the 
jhaik,  and  an  efcort  of  ten  foldiers,  which  he  thinks 
is  the  fmalleft  we  can  have,  and  for  whofe  atten- 
dance we  HTiuft  pay  fixty  dollars.  As  it  is  impof- 
fible  for  us  to  afcertain  the  charges  that  we  fhall 
incur  on  the  way  to  Cairo ; as  the  impofitions  that 
we  may  meet  with  on  the  Nile  may  equal,  if  not 
exceed  tliofe  which  we  have  already  experienced,  it 
was  but  prudent  to  have  an  eye  to  our  purfes, 
which  may  be  exhaufted  before  we  find  a friend  to 
replenifli  them.  But  our  deliberations  on  this 
head,  were  put  an  end  to  by  the  advice  of  the 
other  principal  people  of  the  town,  who  came  upon 
us  at  this  critical  moment.  They  reprefented  to  us 
the  danger  that  Ve  fliould  run,  in  travelling  with  fo 
fmall  a body;  that  the  caravan’s  delay  was  cer- 
tainly occafioned  by  alarms  on  the  road  ; and  that, 
at  all  events,  it  was  better  for  us  to  wait  for  intelli- 
gence from  the  caravan,  before  we  attempted  to 
proceed.  Nay,  they  even  went  fo  far  as  to  repro- 
bate the  conduft  of  the  fhaik,  w'hich  in  this  refpeft, 
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favored  of  temerity,  and  an  inattention  to  our  in- 
terefts.  Though  we  gave  not  an  entire  credit  to 
the  infiniiations  of  thefe  people,  whofe  jealoufy  of 
the  lhaik’s  good  fortune  was  palpable  enough,  we 
had  heard  too  much  not  to  be  guided  by  reafon, 
which  pointed  out  to  us  the  fafeft  path  to  purfue. 
Rejoiced  as  they  would  have  been,  to  have  en- 
joyed the  opportunities  which  the  old  man  had  to 
pillage  us  daily,  their  malice  confirmed  our  refolu- 
tion,  which  began  to  waver,  of  waiting  for  the  ca- 
ravan. 

To  our  great  relief,  fome  afles  which  we  fent  to 
the  mountains,  are  returned  this  morning,  with  fix 
fkins  of  water.  This  we  may  drink  without  fear,  as 
its  quality  is  good ; but  it  is  rather  more  unpa- 
latable than  that  we  have  been  ufing  of  late.  The 
tafte  is  oily,  from  the  fkins  having  been  newly 
foaked  in  that  difguftful  liquid,  to  prevent  their 
leaking.  We  have  the  agreeable  profped  before 
us,  of  being  furnilhed  with  this  beverage  during 
our  journey  through  the  defart ; as  the  Arabs, 
whofe  bufmefs  it  is  to  keep  the  fkins  in  order,  are 
too  lazy  to  attend  to  the  cleanlinefs  of  the  infide  of 
them. 


FRIDAY,  25th  July. 

This  morning  the  fhaik  brought  the  mafter  of  the 
Tor  veffel  to  pay  us  a vifit.  It  feems,  that  he  went 

in  company  with  the  European  gentlemen  from 
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Tor  to  Cairo,  where  he  carried  his  own  cof- 
fee for  fale.  We  have  the  pleafure  to  be  eafed  of 
our  fears  on  their  account,  by  this  intelligence  of 
their  fafe  arrival  at  that  capital.  It  is  rather  ex- 
traordinary, that  we  fliould  have  remained  fo  long 
ignorant  of  thefe  circumftances,  and  that  the  ad- 
ventures of  our  countrymen  fliould  have  been  re- 
lated to  us  by  halves.  But  this  has  been  more  the 
efFefl  of  accident  than  defign.  The  Arabs  give  us 
credit  for  the  Jang-freid  which  is  the  principal  in- 
gredient in  the  compofition  of  their  own  minds  ; 
and  were  carelefs  of  the  communication  of  an  inci- 
dent of  fuch  little  importance  to  us,  as  the  fafety  of 
thefe  ftrangers.  Great  events  are  fometimes  ex- 
hibited to  mark  the  charafter  of  an  individual ; 
while  a trait  like  this  will  fufhce  to  fix  that  of  a na- 
tion ! 

From  the  mafler  of  the  velTel  we  enquired  feveral 
particulars  of  a journey,  fo  new  to  our  experience, 
and  fo  fimilar,  in  our  idea,  to  the  one  which  we 
were  about  to  undertake.  But  little  could  be  ga- 
thered from  a man,  whole  imagination  was  wholly 
engrolTed  by  felf-intereft,  that  could  contribute  to 
our  inftrudlion  or  amufement.  The  road,  he  tells 
us,  lies  through  a continued  defart,  on  which  they 
travelled  for  fifteen  days ; and,  to  their  agreeable 
furprize,  they  met  not  with  any  interruption  or 
alarm.  In  the  courfe  of  the  converfation  we  learnt, 
that  this  man’s  veflel  is  the  property  of  the  fliaik’s 
brother,  who  is  a merchant  of  Cairo.  This  con- 
nedtion  of  his  may  be  a bond  for  the  old  man’s 
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good  ufage  of  us  ; as,  over  and  above  his  depen- 
dence on  the  bey,  his  brother  might  dearly  anfwer 
any  complaint  which  we  might  prefer  on  our  ar- 
rival at  Cairo. 

At  noon  a camel  arrived,  with  intelligence  of  the 
caravan's  long-expelled  approach.  It  had  halted 
during  the  heat  of  the  day  in  a valley  about  two 
leagues  diftant,  and  will  be  here  in  the  evening. 
The  fhaik  confirmed  this  news  in  a vifit  in  the  af- 
ternoon, and  gave  us  afifurances,  that  we  fhould  fet 
out  the  day  after  to-morrow  at  furtheft.  At  fun- 
fet  about  200  camels  came  in,  and  the  reft  are  ex- 
pelled during  the  night.  We  fent  a melfage  to  the 
Inaik,  to  defire  he  would  provide  us  with  camels, 
and  give  the  necefiary  orders  concerning  our  de- 
parture. This  brought  him  to  our  houfe  again. 
But  the  prologue  to  the  feene  was  the  demand  of  a 
loan  of  twenty  dollars,  which  he  was  in  want  of  to 
purchafe  coffee.  As  he  was  to  accompany  us  to 
the  Nile,  an  adventure  of  this  kind  would  make  it 
the  better  worth  his  while,  and  give  him  fome  em- 
ployment during  his  abfence.  Thefe  were  argu- 
ments not  to  be  contefted ; at  leaft,  we  fhould  have 
been  willing  to  keep  the  old  fellow  in  humor,  had 
it  been  at  the  expence  of  double  the  fum  in  quef- 
tion.  For  as  to  any  difeharge  of  the  debt,  it  was 
the  laft  thing  we  looked  for.  We  had  been  too 
long  acquainted  with  the  genius  of  the  Arabs,  to 
confider  fuch  a demand  in  any  bther  light,  than  a 
new  fpecies  of  begging.  The  crafty  veteran  re- 
ceived the  money  with  many  profeflions  of  grati- 
tude; 
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tilde  j and  while  he  promifed  to  expedite  our  jour- 
ney, we  obferved  a fmile  of  exultation  on  his  coun- 
tenance, which  feemed  to  portend  us  no  good. 


SATURDAY,  26th  July. 

The  morning  was  ufhered  in  by  a vifit  from  the 
(haik,  who  was  attended  by  the  principal  Arabs 
of  the  town.  We  foon  difcovered  the  errand  they 
came  upon,  which  was,  agreeably  to  the  national 
maxim,  to  fee  what  they  could  ftrip  us  of  before 
our  departure.  Every  eye  appeared  enlivened  with 
cxpeftation,  and  devoured  in  idea  the  contents  of 
our  baggage,  which  was  piled  up  in  one  corner  of 
the  room.  Whatever  might  be  their  diflenfions  in 
other  matters,  they  were  evidently  unanimous  on 
theprefent  occafion.  We  were  determined  to  bring 
them  to  the  point  at  once,  and  demanded  of  the 
fhaik  the  fum  total  we  were  to  pay  for  getting  to 
Ghinnah.  This,  after  fome  hefitation  and  wrang- 
ling among  themfelves,  they  fixed  at  205  dollars. 
The  paper  which  they  delivered  to  us  to  explain 
matters,  will  evince  the  knavery  and  extortion  of 
this  race:  efpecially  when  it  is  known,  that  the 
ufual  hire  of  a camel  is  but  two  dollars,  and  that 
money  bears  ten  times  its  original  value,  in  a 
country  where  fpecie  is  fo  fcarce.  The  tranfla- 
tion  is  literally  as  follows  : 
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To  the  government  of  Cofire  for  its  protec- 
tion _ - - Dollars  loo 

To  twelve  camels  from  hence  to  Ghinnah  - 8o 
To  pay  for  two  aflcaries  or  foldiers,  to  guard 

you  - - - - lo 

To  a prefent  to  the  lhaik  for  his  company  - 15 

Dollars  205 

This  film,  added  to  our  other  expences,  will  occafion 
our  being  fufferers  to  the  amount  of  500  dollars  hnce 
our  arrival  here  j which  may  alfo  be  placed  to  the 
account  of  the  vizier  of  Yambo.  We  paid  it  down, 
however,  on  the  fpot,  and  difmifled  our  vifitors, 
who  appeared  to  be  well  pleafed  with  the  fuccefs  of 
their  negotiation 

While  we  were  employed  in  packing  up  our 
baggage,  and  preparing  for  our  expedition,  a man 
of  a good  mien,  and  a creditable  appearance,  en- 

• For  the  information  of  travellers,  I have  here  given  a table 
of  the  coins  of  Egypt,  with  the  value  of  the  European  fpecic 
that  are  current  there. 

The  medinej  a piece  of  iron  filvered  over,  about  as  big  as  a 
filver  threepence,  and  worth  about  three  farthings,  Englifh. 

The  ginzerli  and  mauheboop,  two  different  coins  of  gold, 
worth  1 10  medines,  or  6s.  8d.  each. 

An  imaginary  piaftre,  valued  at  60  medines,  or  3 s.  gd, 

Zequins  of  Venice,  at  160  medines  each,  or  10  s. 

Piaftres  of  reals,  at  60  medines  each,  or  3 s.  9 d. 

German  crowns,  at  78  medines  each. 

N.  B.  All  foreign  coins  vary  acc'-rdmg  to  their  weight,  and 
fometimes  from  the  parts  of  Egypt  where  they  pafs. 
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tered  the  room  without  ceremony,  and  requefted  i 
private  audience  on  bufinefs  of  moment  to  our- 
felves.  He  was  of  the  race  of  the  Seids,  who  pre- 
tend to  be  the  defcendants  of  Mahomet,  and,  as 
fuch,  are  univerfally  refpefted  among  the  fol- 
lowers of  that  fuccefsful  impoftor.  The  generality 
of  thefe  Seids  tread  in  the  footfteps  of  their  founder, 
and  have  as  flender  a title  as  himfelf  to  the  homage 
which  they  demand  from  the  deluded  multitude. 
But  fo  prevalent  is  the  blindnefs  of  man,  that  the 
fhadow  fliall  outweigh  the  fubftance  in  his  fight ; 
and  thefe  hypocrites,  under  the  garb  of  a fpecious 
name,  lhall  obtain  penfions  from  Mahometan 
princes,  who  were  never  guilty  of  rewarding  merit 
or  virtue  during  their  reigns.  I have  myfelf  known 
more  than  one  inftance  of  this  kind,  while  I refided 
in  India ; and  was  once  told  by  a Seid,  who  came 
to  folicit  charity  of  me,  that  he  had  rejedted  with 
fcorn  a purfe  of  300  rupees,  or  40  k which  was 
offered  him  by  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  who  was  fain 
to  purchafe  his  prayers  at  a larger  price  ! With 
fuch  a confidence,  which  would  lead  him  into  every 
fecret,  and  fuch  a protedtion,  which  w’ould  fecure 
him  from  any  chaftifement,  it  is  no  wonder  that  the 
man  who  now  vifited  us,  fhould  have  become  ac- 
quainted with  the  intrigues  of  the  Arabs,  or  that  he 
fiiould  have  had  refolution  enough  to  warn  us  of 
them.  After  alking  pardon  for  my  digreffion,  to 
this  man  we  will  now  return. 

When  the  fervants  were  difmiffed,  and  the  door 
was  fhut,  the  Seid  profeffed  to  us  his  concern  at 
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finding  us  in  that  inhofpitable  region.  That  he 
had  heard  of  our  former  adventures  with  furprize, 
and  was  filled  with  admiration  to  conceive,  how 
we  fliould  furmount  the  dangers  which  now  encom- 
pafied  us.  That  as  our  foes  were  numerous,  our 
condudl  could  not  be  too  circumfpeft ; and  that, 
above  all  things,  we  Ihould  decline,  to  the  utmofb 
of  our  power,  any  propofal  to  travel  in  a body  dif- 
tinft  from  the  main  caravan  i for,  as  he  was  con- 
vinced there  were  defigns  formed  againfl;  us,  the 
only  chance  to  fruftrate  them,  was  to  keep  our  per- 
fons  and  baggage  with  the  croud.  However  bitter 
and  alarming  this  communication  was,  we  could  not 
but  pay  our  hearty  acknowledgments  to  the  author 
of  it.  We  confidered  him  as  a good  fpirit,  who  had 
aflumed  this  form  to  affift  in  our  prefervation,  and 
we  promifed  to  hold  his  friendly  caution  in  faithful 
remembrance.  The  yard  was  full  of  people,  w'ho 
were  fewing  up  our  trunks  in  bags,  and  the  fiiaik 
himfeif  was  fometimes  among  them  to  give  direc- 
tions. This  circumftance  obliged  the  Seid  to 
fhorten  our  conference,  who  took  his  leave  for  fear 
of  obfervation  ; but  not  before  he  had  recommended 
us  to  the  prote(5lion  of  his  Prophet,  whofe  votaries, 
at  the  very  moment,  were  plotting  our  deftruc- 
tion. 

Scarce  had  our  humane  monitor  left  the  room, 
when  the  fhaik  came  in  to  excufe  himfeif  from  ac- 
companying us.  He  lamented  that  fome  affairs  of 
importance  required  his  prefence  at  Cofire,  becaufe 
he  fliould  be  deprived  fo  foon  of  our  company. 
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But  as  to  our  convenience  and  lafety,  they  would 
equally  be  confulted  by  his  fon,  who  would  attend 
us  on  the  road.  He  found  no  difficulty  in  per- 
fuading  us  of  the  truth  of  this  conclufion.  Our 
prefent  views  were  to  get,  in  the  beft  manner  we 
could,  to  fome  civilized  place,  whofe  extent  would 
fereen  us  from  notice,  or  whofe  government  would 
fecure  us  from  further  depredations.  In  the  im- 
mediate temper  we  were  in,  the  fervices  of  the  fon 
feemed  to  promife  us  full  as  mych  fincerity  as  thofe 
of  the  father. 


SUNDAY,  27th  July. 

We  were  employed  the  whole  morning  in  pre- 
paring for  our  departure,  which  is  fixed  for  four- 
o’clock  this  afternoon.  After  all  the  money  we 
have  paid,  the  principal  article  of  our  journey  is  yet 
10  be  provided  at  our  expence : and  this  is  water. 
Ten  new  Ikins,  tliat  hold  from  three  to  four  gallons 
each,  were  accordingly  purchafed  for  the  ufe  of  our-r 
felves  and  fervants.  And  this  ftock  ftood  us  in  no 
contemptible  fum,  in  a country  where  good  water 
is  dearer  thari  any  other  necelfary  of  life.  We  fur- 
nifiied  ourfelves  with  a kind  of  bificet  to  fatisfy  the 
calls  of  hunger,  and  added  to  the  {lore  a mutton^ 
pye  of  our  ovv^n  making : for  cookery  was  a know- 
ledge to  which  we  had  been  indebted  more  than 
once,  for  a comfortable  meal,  fince  we  left  the  fnow 
Adventure. 
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Oiir  old  hoft  is  almoft  the  only  reafonable  being 
we  have  met  with  here.  While  the  reft  of  his 
countrymen  are  racking  us  to  the  utmoft,  he  is 
very  well  contented  with  a gratification  of  fifteen 
dollarsj  for  tiie  time  that  we  have  refided  in  his 
houfe,  which  is  upwards  of  a fortnight.  We  take 
a plcafure  in  bellowing  on  this  good  man  the  little 
trifles  we  leave  behind  us,  fuch  as  chefts,  beds,  and 
old  linen,  in  gratitude  for  his  fervices,  which  were 
not  the  llighteft  to  people  in  our  fituation ; im- 
pofed  upon  as  v/e  fliouid  have  been  in  every  necef- 
fary  of  life,  but  for  his  timely  interpofition.  We 
were  obliged,  however,  to  obferve  great  fecrecy  in 
this  donation ; which,  mean  as  its  intrinfic  value 
may  appear,  might  have  excited  the  attention  of  his 
fuperiors,  and  induced  the  fhaik  himfelf  to  difpute 
it  with  him  after  our  departure. 

At  four  o’clock  we  put  on  our  Arabian  drefiPes, 
which  we  had  provided  for  the  journey.  As  we 
have  fuffered  the  hair  to  grow  upon  our  upper  lips 
for  fome  months  paftj  we  are  each  provided  with  a 
tolerable  pair  of  whifkers-;  and  as  our  complexions 
are  by  this, time  pretty  well  tanned  by  the  fun,  we 
hope  the  more  eafily  to  efcape  obfervation.  But 
there  is  a peculiar  charadleriftic  In  the  individuals 
of  every  nation,  that  will  diflinguifli  them  through 
the  difguife  of  drefs  and  language.  This  is  exem- 
plified daily  amid  the  neighboring  ftates  of  Europe, 
whofe  habits  and  manners  are  nearly  the  fame ; and 
cannot  fo  much  excite  wonder  in  our  cafe,  where 
the  whole  temperature  of  our  minds  and  bodies 
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was  fo  contrary  to  that  of  the  people,  whom  we 
endeavored  to  perfonate.  Our  landing  on  this 
coaft,  it  is  true,  was  known,  and  our  progrefs  was 
every  where  preceded  by  the  herald  of  rumor.  But 
neither  of  thefe  caufes  confpircd  towards  the  dil- 
covery  of  our  origin,  however  they  ini^t  have 
operated  in  the  feizure  of  our  effedts,  and  the  de- 
tention of  our  perfons.  Every  eye  immediately 
pronounced  us  to  be  aliens  to  the  land,  and  did  not 
require  any  further  fupport  of  this  opinion,  than  its 
own  penetration. 

The  Turkifh  commandant  had  been  very  fpar- 
ing  of'  his  vifits  of  late,  which  we  had  imputed  to 
his  fhame  of  feeing  us,  after  the  fcene  of  extortion 
he  had  been  concerned  in.  Though  we  gave  him 
credit  for  a principle  which  the  Arabs  are  wholly 
devoid  of,  it  appears,  that  we  did  him  great  in- 
juflicc  in  our  conclufion.  In  the  divifion  of  the 
fum  demanded  of  us  for  the  ufe  of  the  government, 
the  Arabs  had  not  only  excluded  him  from  a fhare, 
but  had  kept  the  whole  tranfaftion  from  his  know- 
iedse.  This  we  learnt  from  his  own  mouth,  in  a 
farewell  vifit  that  we  now  received  from  him. 
Whether  he  really  was  our  friend,  or  was  over- 
reached by  the  fhaik  and  his  adherents,  we  cannot 
pretend  to  determine  ; and  if  we  thought  favorably 
of  this  Turk,  it  arofe -from  his  perfonal  civilities 
towards  us,  and  could  not  be  juftified  by  the  gene- 
ral deportment  of  his  nation  towards  Chriftians. 
This  Turk,  and  an  Arab  merchant,  \vere  the  only 
people  in  whofe  profeflions  we  trufted ; though  it 
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happened,  that  their  good  wifhes  were  all  they 
could  beftow  on  us.  The  merchant  was  a refident 
of  Judda,  and  was  here  on  a commercial  fcheme. 
He  had  contracted  an  aTeftion  for  the  Englifli  in 
his  native  place,  and  cautioned  us  frequently  againft 
the  knavery  of  his  countrymen,  though  he  was 
afraid  to  difclofe  his  good-will  towards  us  openly. 
To  him  we  entrufted  letters  directed  to  the  care  of 
Mr.  Horfedey  at  Mocha,  advifingour  friends  in  In- 
dia of  our  departure  to  Ghinnah. 

The  fliaik’s  avaricious  difpofition  feems  to  be 
equal  to  that  of  his  countrymen  in  general.  He 
has  thrown  off  at  laft  the  mafk  of  dillimulation,  and 
acts  in  his  native  charaaer.  While  it  anfwered  his 
purpofes,  he  affCaed  the  humane  patron  3 and  now 
he  plays  the  unfeeling  tyrant  with  as  good  a grace. 
Our  departure  is  deferred  until  the  morning,  on  ac-* 
count  of  the  caravan’s  not  being  in  readinefs  ; and 
the  fliaik  has  taken  this  opportunity  to  infinuate  to 
us,  that  the  camel-drivers  are  not  fatisned  with  the 
price  we  have  paid  them  1 Gracious  Heaven  ! of 
v/hat  latitude  is  the  confcience  of  an  Arab,  which  is 
not  content  v/itlr  three  times  the  value  of  his  beads 
labor ! for  three  times  are  v/e  already  charged,  to 
what  the  native  pays  for  the  hire  of  a camel.  We 
are  bent  upon  not  complying  with  this  furthei  im- 
pofition,  unlefs  this  man  fhould  be  bafe  enough  to 
obdruCl  our  departure.  The  old  fellow  and  we 
parted  for  the  night  on  bad  terms  j and  he  was  par- 
ticularly irritated  at  our  declining  to  accept  of  a 
centry  to  guard  our  baggage,  which  was  piled  up 
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in  the  yard.  " This  was  done  by  the  advice  of  our 
venerable  hofl,  who  told  the  fhaik,  that  his  walls 
were  a fufficient  defence  for  our  property.  This 
diverted  the  fhaik’s*  attention  from  us,  and  he  let 
drop  fome  words  fignificant  of  our  reliance  on  a 
foolilh  dotard,  who  might  not  be  able  to  protedt 
our  cfFecls  from  the  attempts  of  the  town’s  people. 
We  paid  no  other  regard  to  this  fpeech,  than  by 
fpreading  our  carpets  around  the  baggage,  and 
taking  our  polls  on  the  ground,  ready  to  defend  it 
again!!  the  defigns  of  fecret  or  avowed  enemies. 


MONDAY,  28th  July. 

All’s  well  that  ends  well,” -fays  the  old  pro- 
verb ; and  this,  if  ever,  was  verified  with  us.  The 
fhaik  came  early  in  the  morning,  and  looked 
gloomy.  His  ordinary  falutation  was  even  omitted, 
and  convinced  us,  that  his  difeontent  was  sreat, 
and  not  to  be  removed,  but  by  a compliance  with 
his  humor.  When  a MulTuiman  fails  in  the  modes 
of  politenefs,  tne  worft  is  to  be  apprehended  from 
his  power,  which  will  carry  by  force  the  point  which 
his  addrefs  was  unable  to  accomplifla.  All  cere- 
mony was  now  laid  afide,  and  he  told  us  in  plain 
terms,  that  he  mull  have  more  money.  He  con- 
defeended,  indeed,  to  place  this  requifition  to  the 
account  of  the  people  of  the  town  and  country, 
who  had  been  peftering  him  for  buxies,  or  prefents, 
from  us.  That  it  was  our  misfortune  to  be  confi- 
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dered  by  thefe  people  as  men  of  vaft  wealth,  whofe 
trunks  were  filled  with  gold,  precious  Hones,  and 
rich  merchandize,  on  which  it  was  their  cuftom  to 
levy  a tax.  It  was  in  vain  that  we  remonftrated 
againft  this  demand,  which  was  as  wanton  as  unjiift. 

It  was  in  vain  that  we  referred  to  the  Ihaik  s own 
knowledge  of  our  effects  and  profeflion,  neither  of 
which  fubjeaied  us  to  the  taxation  impofed  upon 
merchants  and  their  goods.  It  was  in  vain  that 
we  appealed  to  the  government  of  Cofire  for  its 
interpofition  in  this  matter,  as  we  had  paid  fo 
largely  for  its  protection.  The  dependants  of  the 
fhaik  were  yet  to  receive  their  mite,  and  he  de- 
clared in  a determined  tone,  that  he  could  not 
pretend  to  fend  us  in  fafety  to  the  Nile,  until 
he  had  received  orders  from  the  bey  of  Cairo, 
unlefs  we  fatisficd  the  hill-people  with  a donation 
of  twenty -five  dollars.  Hard  as  the  extortion 
was,  we  panted  too  much  for  a return  to  our 
friends  and  country  to  hefitate  long  about  it  ] and 
the  fhaik  was  content  with  the  fum  of  twenty- 
three  dollars,  which  we  had  kept  about  our  per- 
fons  for  the  extra  expences  of  the  road.  And 
lucky  it  was  for  us  that  this  money  was  referved 
from  our  baggage,  which,  in  its  prefent  fituation, 
could  not  have  been  opened  for  a fupply,  without 
expofing  our  real  treafure,  which  was  not  inconfi- 
derable,  to  the  eyes  of  the  fhaik.  Sufpicion  of  our 
concealed  money  was  the  only  ground  on  wnich 
he  proceeded  in  his  demands ; but  a conviction 
of  it  might  have  operated  more  materially  to  our 
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detriment.  The  cloud  which  had  loured  in  the 
countenance  of  the  flraik,  was  in  a moment  dif- 
pelled,  and,  with  a tone  of  infinite  good-humor,  he 
ordered  the  camels  to  the  door  to  take  up  our  lug- 
gage.  1 he  hopes  of  our  departure  were  now  for  the 
firft  time  certain,  and  while  we  gave  orders  to  the 
fervants  in  what  manner  to  difpofe  of  the  things, 
our  fpirits  infenfibly  returned  to  us,  and  chafed  all 
ideas  of  animofity  and  complaint.  It  appeared 
that  during  our  altercation  the  caravan  had  left  the 
town,  but  was  to  halt  in  a valley  at  a fmall  dif- 
tance,  to  be  joined  by  all  (Iragglers.  To  avoid  the 
impertinence  of  the  mob  that  furrounded  the  houfe, 
the  fhaik  advifed  us  to  quit  the  town,  and  wait  for 
our  camels  at  the  weft  angle  of  the  fort.  After  a 
very  cordial  and  moving  feparation  with  our  good 
hoft,  we  reforted  to  the  houfe  of  the  Judda  mer- 
chant, and  partook  of  a breakfaft  which  he  had  pre- 
pared»for  us.  Having  embraced  him,  as  a friend 
who  had  been  raifed  up  to  us  from  the  tribe  of  our 
enemies,  we  haftened  to  the  appointed  Ipot.  Here, 
as  we  fat  beneath  the  wall,  our  other  friend,  the 
Turk,  appeared  on  the  ramparts,  and  bade  us 
adieu ! At  this  inftant  the  camels  came  up,  and  we 
found  that  they  had  only  provided  us  with  ten  inftead 
of  twelve,  for  the  eighty  dollars.  Nor  was  the 
ftiaik  prefent  to  reftify  this  wilful  miftake.  To  in-, 
creafe  my  own  hardfhip,  my  companions  happened, 
as  luck  would  have  it,  to  be  beforehand  with  me, 
and  to  poftefs  themfelves  of  the  two  only  riding 
camds  that  were  in  our  train.  I was,  therefore, 
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fain  to  put  up  with  one  of  the  beads  which  carried 
the  baggage  j and  not  finding  my  feat  fo  eafy  as 
I could  have  wifiied,  I conlbled  myfclf  with  be- 
llowing an  hearty  maledidlion  on  the  diaik,  for  this 
parting  propf  of  his  kindnefs.  Soon  after  we  had 
moved  onwards,  we  were  overtaken  by  the  young 
lhaik  and  the  two  guards,  who  were  to  be  our  efcort 
on  the  road.  They  brought  us  the  compliments 
of  the  fliaik,  who  had  grace  enough  left  to  daun 
an  interview,  after  this  laft  fcene  of  his  political 
farce*.  The  young  man  endeavored  to  palliate 
the  offence,  by  aflliring  me  it  was  a miftake,  which 


* Since  the  publication  of  this  work  advices  were  received 
from  Cofire,  mia  Conftantinople,  of  an  event  that  tends  tojuf- 
tify  the  opinion,  that  guilt  fooner  or  later  meets  with  its  re- 
ward. In  the  Autumn  of  1780  it  feems  that  the  Coventry 
frigate  put  into  Cofire  by  contrary  winds,  and  landed  four 
Englifii  gentleman,  who  proceeded  by  Ghinnah  and  the  Nile 
to  Cairo,  not  without  having  contributions  levied  on  tljem. 
Their  deftiny  in  the  fequel  was  not  a little  alarming  and  vex- 
atious. On  their  arrival  at  Cairo,  three  of  the  travellers  were 
feized  and  fent  back  to  their  veflel,  while  the  fourth  (Mr. 
Woi.liey)  was  fuffered  to  proceed  to  Conftantinople  under  a 
guard,  where,  it  is  faid,  the  interpofition  of  the  Britifii  ambaf- 
fador  was  necefiary  for  the  prefervation  of  his  life  and  his  re- 
leafe  from  confinement.  In  the  interim  a quarrel  arofe  at 
Cofire  betw'cen  the  Arabs  and  foine  of  the  Coventry’s  crew,  ia 
which  five  of  the  latter  loll:  their  lives.  This  naturally  awak- 
ened the  rc.fi;ntment  of  the  captain,  who  immediately  firoi 
into  the  town,  and  took  ample  revenge  on  the  treachery  of  its 
inhabitants.  Juft  as  this  retaliation  muft  appear,  the  confe- 
qucnces  may  be  fatal  to  thofe  Europeans  whole  ill  fortune  in.ay 
throw  them  into  the  hands  of  the  ftiaik  of  Cofire. 
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fhould  be  redlified  when  we  joined  the  caravan^ 
Befides  the  aforefaid  Arabs,  our  company  confifted 
of  Major  Alexander,  Mr.  Hammond,  and  myfelf, 
my  European  fervant,  two  Haves  belonging  to  the 
major,  our  interpreter  Ibrahim,  an  Arab  fervant 
named  Abdul  RuHar,  whom  we  had  hired  at  Cofire, 
and  an  Indian  fakeer,  whom  we  permitted  to  ride 
on  a baggage- camel,  to  aflifh  him  on  his  route  to 
Cairo,  where  he  was  bound  on  a religious  penance* 
We  had  a couple  of  mufkets,  as  many  blunder- 
buHes,  and  two  pair  of  piftols  among  ourfelves, 
with  plenty,  of  cartridges  which  we  had  prepared. 
The  Hiaik’s  fon  and  his  attendants  were  much 
more  completely  armed,  as  were  the  camel-drivers, 
who  followed  us  on  foot.  At  two  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon  we  joined  the  caravan,  which  we  found  in 
a valley  two  hours  journey  from  Cofire.  The  dif- 
tance  I computed  to  be  five  miles,  as,  by  the  befi: 
obfervation  1 could  make  now  and  during  our 
journey,  a camel  goes  at  the  rate  of  two  miles 
and  an  half  an  hour.  Here  a fcanty  ftream  waters 
the  thirfiy  foil,  and  about  an  acre  around  is  covered 
with  date- trees.  Under  thefe  we  made  a delicious 
repaft,  upon  the  mutton-pye  which  we  had  brought 
with  us.  The  water  is  brackiHi  in  this  fpring, 
and  is  what  the  inhabitants  of  Cofire  generally 
ufe. 

In  this  valley  we  had  a glimpfe  of  the  friendly 
Seid.  and  it  was  the  laH;  we  got  of  him.  Some  of 
the  camels  were  in  motion  long  before  ours,  and 
he  pafled  us  on  one  of  them.  At  three  o’clock, 

we 
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we  moved  off  the  ground,  and  were  not  a little 
ftartled  to  find  that  our  whole  colleftlve  force  did  not 
exceed  forty  camels*  The  caravan  had  departed, 
it  feems,  when  the  Seid  went  by,  and  the  convic- 
tion of  this  brought  his  vain  precautions  to  our 
minds.  We  could  not  help  expoftulating  pretty 
feverely  with  the  young  fhaik  on  this  negled  of  his, 
which  might  fubjeiff  us  to  rifk.  But  as  he  laughed 
at  any  idea  of  danger  to  fuch  a body  as  we  were, 
and  talked  of  overtaking  the  caravan  before  it 
reached  the  next  ftage,  we  were  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  becoming  quiet,  to  avoid  the  appear- 
ance of  fear,  which  would  have  funk  us  in  their 
eftimation.  It  was  our  intereft  to  conceal,  as  much 
as  poffible,  the  real  motives  of  our  apprehenfion, 
and  to  appear  to  place  a confidence  in  the  man, 
who  was  become  our  condudlor.  Our  party  was 
the  fourth  of  this  little  company,  and  we  kept 
in  as  compa6t  a body  as  the  road  would  allow 
of,  to  fecure  us  the  better  againft  the  effefls  of 
treachery  or  furprize.  We  continued  our  way 
through  the  valley,  which  foon  became  defart  and 
ftony  like  the  hills  above  it.  At  fix  o’clock  we 
halted  to  drink  coffee,  and  to  feed  our  cattle. 
This  ftage  was  three  hours,  or  feven  miles  and 
an  half.  At  eight  o’clock  the  fignal  was  given  for 
marching,  but  juft  as  we  had  mounted  our  camels, 
an  alarm  was  fpread  of  the  approach  of  the  wild 
Arabs.  In  the  confufion  which  this  naturally  oc- 
cafioned,  we  immediately  difmounted,  and  affem- 
bling  our  fcrvants,  marched  direiffly  to  the  quarter 
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where  oiir  A.rabs  had  fet  up  a war-cry,  and  whence 
the  difeharge  of  feveral  matchlocks  had  reached 
our  ears.  On  the  road  we  met  with  the  young 
Hiaik  and  his  attendants,  who  were  feeking  us  out, 
and  feemed  not  a little  furprized  at  our  alertnefs, 
and  the  good  countenance  we  afltimed  in  this  ugly 
affair.  This  we  underftood  from  an  expreffion 
which  he  dropped  in  the  hearing  of  our  Ibrahim  j 
which,  joined  to  the  fudden  ceffation  of  the  tu- 
mult, convinced  us  that  he  was  at  the  bottom  of 
it.  But  whatever  he  and  his  affociates  intended, 
the  trick  failed  of  any  other  purpofe,  than  that  of 
letting  them  fee  we  were  ready  to  repel  any  infult. 
They  gave  fome  trifling  reafon  for  the  buftle,  which 
they  told  us  was  owing  to  the  unexpedted  appear- 
ance of  one  of  tiie  hill-people,  who  had  threatened 
to  pillage  us  while  at  Cofire.  As  we  neither  faw 
this  man,  nor  received  any  fatisfaclory  account  of 
the  matter,  we  attributed  it  to  a defign  to  try  our 
mettle,  and  to  make  what  advantage  they  could  of 
our  fears.  But  we  lent  a deaf  ear  to  their  de- 
niands  of  buxies  or  prefents,  which  we  mortified 
them  in  faying,  were  not  due  to  the  timidity  that 
they  had  betrayed.  When  all  was  calm  we  mount- 
ed again,  and  moved  on  s our  only  light  the  ftars, 
which  Ihone  very  bright.  We  continued  to  tra- 
verfe  the  fame  valley  as  before,  until  two  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  when  we  halted  beneath  the  hills, 
and  fpread  our  carpets  to  take  fuch  repofe,  as  our 
time,  and  the  peculiarity  of  our  circumftances, 
would  admit  of.  The  lafl:  ftage  w'as  fix  hours,  or 
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fifteen  miles,  and  by  our  reckoning,  we  are  twenty- 
feven  miles  from  Cofire. 


TUESDAY,  29th  July. 

‘ I 

At  five  o’clock  the  Arabs  rouzed  us  to  get  our- 
felves  ready.  We  were  foon  mounted,  and  began 
our  march  ; failing,  and  not  recovered  from  yefter- 
day’s  fatigues.  We  were  very  folicitous  for  a junc- 
tion with  the  caravan,  but  from  the  laft  evening’s 
manoeuvres,  and  our  difappointment  at  night,  we 
are  by  this  time  afeertained  that  our  feparation  had 
been  Intended,  and  confequently,  that  a meeting 
would  be  unlikely  before  our  arrival  at  Ghinnah. 
In  this  uncomfortable  fituation,  our  only  hope 
relied  upon  the  knowledge  which  the  caravan  had 
of  our  being  in  the  defart,  which  we  flattered  our- 
lelves  would  deter  our  conductors  from  any  open 
outrage.  Eefides,  we  numbered  the  camels  and 
merchandize  of  a merchant  of  Ghinnah  among  our 
body,  which  we  confidered  as  a kind  of  proteclion; 
though  whether  we  owed  this  union  to  accident  or 
defign,  we  could  not  determine.  This  merchant, 
by  name  Mahomet,  travels  with  us;  and  we  under- 
ftand,  that  we  are  to  be  lodged  in  his  houfe  dur- 
ing our  fliort  Hay  at  Ghinnah.  He  is  the  brother 
of  one  Ally,  who  profefled  a great  regard  for  us 
at  Cofire ; and  who  is  the  caufe,  we  fuppofe,  of  the 
invitation  which  the  merchant  has  given  us. 

The  country  as  we  advance.  Hill  wears  the  fame 
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barren  face.  Here  and  there  a dwarf  date-tree  ap- 
pears, and  the  triifle-biini  is  frequent  on  the  road, 
to  the  great  delight  and  benefit  of  the  poor  ca-  ' 
rnel,  who  devours  it  very  greedily.  Among  thefc 
buflies  we  found  feveral  deer,  who  mufl:  neceffarily 
live  many  days  without  water  in  the  depth  of  this 
clelart ; except  that,  like  the  rein-deer,  who  digs 
with  certainty  for  provender  beneath  the  fnow,  they 
fiipply  themfelves  with  water  from  a fimilar  prac- 
tice. The  Arabs  find  fprings  in  particular  fpots, 
and  I doubt  not  but  nature  has  implanted  in  thefe 
poor  animals  the  inftinft  to  fadsfy  one  of  her 
loudeft  calls.  We  likewife  faw  numbers  of  quail, 
and  feveral  earths  of  an  unknown  animal  j pro- 
bably of  the  hare  and  gerbua,  which  are  common 
in  the  defarts  of  Arabia,  but  did  not  come  within 
our  view.  This  country  would  be  truly  romantic, 
were  it  covered  with  verdure.  The  variety  of  Hopes 
and  declivities  with  which  it  is  interfperfed,  the 
frequent  vifloes  which  the  openings  between  the 
hills  afford,  would  prefent  the  beautiful  feenes  of 
nature,  were  the  foil  fertilized,  as  they  do  the  fub- 
lime,  in  their  rude  and  fterile  ftate.  The  moun- 
tains contain  both  alabafter  and  marble,  of  which 
many  pieces  lie  fcattered  upon  the  road.  We  made 
a lonfy  and  fatiguing  march,  and  at  eleven  o’clock 
halted  in  a pafs  between  the  mountains,  where  the 
Arabs  dig  for  frefli  water,  and  find  it  very  good. 
They  have  nothing  indeed  to  do,  but  to  remove 
the  dirt  with  which  the  fpring  is  choaked  up  j and 
as  the  water  is  drawn  before  its  tranfparency  re- 
turns. 
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turns,  we  Itraincd  it  through  a cloth  to  take  off 
the  foiilnefs.  The  mountains  here  are  fo  perpen- 
dicular, and  approach  fo  clofe  together,  that  at 
noon  there  is  a fliade  on  the  fouth  fide  for  tra- 
vellers to  repofe  under.  We  had  centinels  on  the 
heights  during  our  flight  repaft,  as  this  place  has 
the  charaifher  of  being  very  dangerous.  The  lafl 
ftage  was  fix  hours,  or  fifteen  miles.  At  one 
o’clock  we  moved  onwards  with  a plentiful  fupply 
of  water,  and  went  near  a mile  through  this  pafs, 
which  winds  about  like  the  entrance  of  an  Indian 
fortrefs ; and  where  an  handful  of  men  might 
check  the  progrefs  of  a large  army,  were  the 
country  w^orth  difputing  for.  The  wind  was  very 
hot  from  the  vicinity  of  the  rocky  mountains,  and 
this  day’s  journey  proved  very  laborious  to  us,  who 
had  led  a fedentary  life  for  fo  many  months  paid. 
Our  minds  indeed  had  been  fufficiently  exercifed, 
but  pur  limbs  were  enfeebled  from  eafe  and  in^ 
adtivity.  We  had  no  refrefhment,  but  fome  bif- 
cuit  and  water,  during  the  day,  though  our  con- 
dudlor,  who  was  well  mounted,  pufhed  on  fre-r 
quently  before  us,  and  had  his  cup  of  cofiee  with 
his  friends,  beneath  the  fiiade  of  fome  projedting 
hill,  that  afforded  fuel  for  a fire.  This  our  camels 
would  by  no  means  admit  of  our  doing  j and  though 
coffee  would  have  been  the  beft  recruit  which  our 
fpirits  could  have  received,  we  could  only  repine 
in  filence  at  the  young  man’s  negledl.  At  five 
o’clock  we  halted  on  a plain  to  refrefh  ourfelves. 
This  ftage  was  four  hours,  or  ten  miles. 
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At  feven  o’clock  in  the  evening  we  mounted 
asain,  and  for  the  fird:  time  afcended  an  eminence 
by  a very  eafy  approach.  We  quickly  regained 
the  level  country,  and  advanced  at  a falter  rate 
than  by  day,  through  the  vallics  in  whicli  we  are 
conftantly  buried.  The  night  was  as  bright  as  the 
lalt,  and  we  fliould  think  it  a lucky  incident  were 
we  to  lay  by  in  the  day,  and  to  travel  only  by 
night.  At  two  o’clock  in  the  morning  the  moon 
rofe,  which  was  the  lignal  for  us  to  halt.  And 
mueh  indeed  did  we  Hand  in  need  of  repofe,  after 
a journey  of  fucli  a continuance.  Befides,  we  fuf- 
fered  greatly  from  tlie  uneafy  motion  of  the  camels, 
which  nothing  but  habit  could  reconcile  to  a man. 
For  my  own  part,  I am  fo  particularly  aggrieved 
by  the  faddle  of  the  camel  on  which  I ride,  that 
the  fmall  of  my  back  is  llripped  of  its  fkin.  This 
arifes  from  my  Hill  being  furnilhed  with  a bag- 
gage-beaft,  notwithftanding  the  fine  promifes  of  the 
young  lhaik.  Authors  are  much  millaken  in  their 
particular  ideas  of* this  animal.  His  being  able  to 
go  from  ICO  to  150  miles  in  the  twenty-four 
hours,  is  a very  fable.  Perfeverance  and  hardinefs 
are  the  qualities  which  diftinguifii  him  above  all 
other  quadrupeds,  and  peculiarly  adapt  him  to 
the  barren  countries,  where  he  is  found  in  the  moft 
. vigorous  Hate.  His  common  pace  does  not  ex- 
ceed three  miles  an  hour,  at  which  rate  he  will  go 
fixteen  hours  out  of  the  twenty-four,  for  a journey 
of  a month  and  upwards.  But  put  him  beyond 
his  ufual  fpeed,  and  he  foon  tires.  For  a day  in- 
deed 
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deed  it  may  be  quickened  to  five,  and  even  fix 
miles  an  hour ; but  he  fhortly  grows  obftinate,  and 
refufes  to  proceed  at  a rate  fo  difproportioned  to 
his  abilities.  He  is  however  very  docile,  and  when 
trained  to  a caravan,  requires  neither  a rein  to 
guide,  nor  a whip  to  forward  his  motions.  To  a 
ftranger  nothing  can  be  fo  ineligible  as  this  mode 
of  travelling  ; tedious  and  fatiguing  to  the  laft  de- 
gree, and  efpecially  in  thefe  parts,  where  we  could 
not  provide  ourfelves  with  litters,  to  defend  us 
from  the  fcorching  rays  of  the  fun.  Our  courfe 
yelterday  and  to-day  was  generally  to  the  north- 
ward of  weft,  and  fometimes  weft  and  by  fouth, 
and  due  weft.  The  laft  ftage  was  feven  hours,  or 
eighteen  miles,  and  by  our  reckoning  we  are  no\v 
feventv  miles  diftant  from  Cofire. 


WEDNESDAY,  30th  July. 


At  five  o’clock  this  morning  we  were  wakened 
from  our  fleep,  which  had  been  very  found,  not- 
withftanding  the  fufpicious  company  we  are  in. 
We  got  up  more  aflured  of  the  good  faith  of  our 
conductor,  feeing  that  no  attempts  had  been  made  to 
furprize  us,  at  a feafon  when  exhaufted  nature  had 
left  us  at  his  mercy.  At  a moment  of  fuch  alarm, 
there  was  fomething  particularly  aggravating  in 
our  fituation.  Worn  out  with  the  labors  we  had 
Vindergone,  fleep  infenfibly  ftole  upon  the  moft  de-r 
termined  eye ; and  the  common  fatisfadtion  of 
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keeping  a watch  at  leafl;  upon  the  motions  of  an' 
enemy,  was  denied  us.  Short  as  our  nap  was,  it 
gave  u^  fpirits  to  purfue  our  journey.  But  this 
might  not  long  have  proved  the  cafe,  if  we  were 
to  obtain  but  two  hours  repofe  out  of  the  twenty- 
four,  in  travelling  to  any  confiderable  diftance. 

Before  we  had  gone  far,  my  European  com- 
panions and  myfelf  began  to  find  our  bowels  greatly 
affedled  by  the  water  which  we  got  yefterday. 
This,  at  all  times,  is  an  alarming  complaint ; and 
nothing  but  our  fuppofed  vicinity  to  Ghinnah, 
could  have  adminiftered  confolation  to  our  diftrefs. 
We  entered,  after  an  hour’s  march,  upon  a large 
plain,  fterile  and  ftony  like  the  mountains  which 
we  now  left  behind  us.  It  is  'a  circumftance  wor- 
thy of  remark,  that  we  never  crofiTed  any  confider- 
able acclivity  in  our  paflage  through  this  defart  j 
though  at  every  point  of  view,  the  traveller  fup- 
pofes  he  has  a laborious  height  to  afcend,  and  that 
he  muft  make  his  way  good,  by  conquering  the 
ftupendous  precipices  which  continually  prefent 
ihemfelves  before  him.  But  indulgent  nature  has 
accommodated  the  country  to  the  necefllties  of  the 
native.  Throughout  the  hilly  region,  which  ex- 
tends itfelf  from  the  Red-Sea  to  the  Nile,  fhe  has 
fcooped  out  a line  of  vallies  for  the  paflage  of  the 
caravan.  The  foil  is  a mixture  of  flone  and  fand, 
whidi,  beaten  down  by  the  conftant  tread  of  the 
fplay-footed  camel  for  many  centuries  paft,  affords 
an  even  and  firm  pavement  to  the  beafts  that 
travel  over  it.  The  road  is  wide  enough  in  fome 
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places  for  an  army  to  pafs  in  a line  j and  in  others> 
will  not  admit  above  two  or  three  camels  abreaft. 

This  country  mull:  have  experienced  a fad  re- 
verfe,  were  it  ever  fo  fruitful  as  the  antients  have 
reprefented  it.  For  the  laft  fifty  miles  we  have  not 
met  with  any  tree  but  the  hawthorn,  or  any  ver., . 
dure  but  what  the  fweet-fcented  fhrubs  faintly  af- 
ford the  fight ; and  now  that  we  are  within  a few 
leagues  of  the  Nile,  the  .profpe6t  is  not  mended 
for  the  better.  At  eleven  o’clock  we  halted  un- 
der a fpreading  hawthorn  to  breakfaft  \ but  had  not 
as  yet  a glimpfe  of  the  Nile,  or  any  token  of  our 
being  in  the  neighborhood  of  fo  fine  a river.  The 
laft  ftage  was  fix  hours,  or  fifteen  miles.  Here, 
to  our  great  aftonifnment,  we  found  that  our  water 
was  expended.  This  muft  have  been  owing,  as 
much  to  theft  in  the  night,  as  to  the  impudence  of 
the  camel -drivers,  who,  as  we  go  along,  draw  water 
from  our  fkins  in  defpite  of  us,  though  depending 
from  the  beafts  on  which  we  ride.  The  infolence 
of  this  tribe  is  furprizing.  Though  their  camels 
are  hired  by  us,  they  pretend  to  a right  of  mount- 
ing them  their.felves,  when  they  are  weary  of  walk- 
ing. Thus,  do  the  poor  baggage-beafts  groan, 
at  times,  under  the  additional  burden  of  a man’s 
weight.  It  was  as  much  as  I could  do  to  keep  my 
camel-driver  from  getting  up  behind  mej  and  my 
friend,  the  major,  was  not.fo  fortunate,  whofe  driver 
once  eftedted  a feat  on  his  camel,  in  defiance  of  his 
r.emonftrances,  and  threats,  to  deter  him  from  fuch 
a piece  .of  aflurance. 

At 
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At  one  o’clock,  the  young  fhaik  moved  for-, 
ward,  to  procure  us  a fupply  of  water  from  fomc 
fprings  which  lie  out  of  the  road  ; and  we  pro- 
pofed  to  remain  here  during  the  heat  of  the  day. 
But  we  prefently  difcovered  fomething  that  made 
us  haften  our  departure.  There  was  a certairi 
Arab,  whom  I have  already  mentioned  to  have  ren- 
dered himfelf  very  difagreeable  to  us,  during  our 
abode  at  Cofire.  This  fellow  had  been  appointed 
by  the  fhaik  as  one  of  our  guard  j and  was  at  this 
very  time  under  the  lhade  with  us.  By  his  affidu- 
ity  on  the  road,  he  had  tried  to  efface  the  unfavor- 
able idea  we  had  of  him  j and  as  our  friend,  he  now 
infmuated  to  us,  that  it  was  better  for  us  not  to 
trufl  ourfelves  at  Ghinnah,  where  the  inhabitants 
were  profeffed  rogues,  and  would  plunder  our  ef- 
feifls.  Nay,  he  went  fo  far  as  to  propofe  to  con- 
duct us  to  Banute  ; a town  a few  hours  higher  up 
the  river,  where  he  could  enfure  us  the  beft  recep- 
tion, and  a choice  of  boats  to  tranfport  us  to 
Cairo.  This  circumfbance  was  too  barefaced  not 
to  alarm  us,  and  we  determined  to  puffi  on,  through 
an  almoft  infupportable  heat.  But  our  conduftor 
was  abfent,  and  w^e  were  left  in  the  hands  of  our 
guard  and  the  camel- drivers ; a force  which  indeed 
we  did  not  fear,  but  would  have  been  glad  to  be 
quit  of  in  a folitary  and  inimical  place.  This  re- 
folution  was  confirmed  by  Abdul  Ruffar,  our 
Arabian  fervant,  who  was  entitled  to  credit  from 
his  paft  behavior.  He  advifed  us  by  no  means  to 
liften  to,  or  remain  with  thefe  rafcals  j but  to  fol- 
low 
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low  the  young  fhaik,  whom  they  had  the  confi- 
dence to  tell  us  was  a foolifli  youth,  who  did  not 
know  our  interelts.  Accordingly,  at  two  o’clock, 
we  mounted  our  camels,  in  fpite  of  their  importu- 
nities to  wait  until  the  evening,  and  moved  on,  in 
the  moft  fultry  day  I had  ever  felt  in  the  Eaft. 
We  foon  rejoined  the  merchant’s  camels,  which  had 
taken  fhelter  under  a thorn-tree  at  fome  diftance, 
and  were  ready  to  attend  us.  W-hile  united  with 
this  'oody,  we  did  not  fear  going  afti'ay  j and  pur- 
fued  our  courfe,  under  a full  fecurity  of  being  on 
the  road  to  Ghinnah.  We  had  no  water,  but  what 
our  earthen  guglets  contained ; and  this  was  foon 
expended.  It  is  impofiible  to  deferibe  what  we 
fuffered  from  heat  and  thirft  during  this  ftage.  A 

O O 

■mouthful  or  two  of  dirty  water,  which  one  of  our 
guards  gave  me,  made  me  forget  for  the  moment 
his  recent  infolence  ; and  ail  our  former  apprehen- 
fions  were  infenfibly  fwallowed  up  in  the  more 
painful  idea  of  falling  viilims  to  third:.  Our 
tongues  adlually  became  parched  to  our  palates; 
and  we  were  obliged  to  wet  them  every  now  and 
then,  with  fpirituous  liquors,  to  prevent  fufibca- 
tion  from  the  clouds  of  dull:  which  continual  whirl- 
winds threw  around  us.  This  expedient  was  but 
tranfitory,  and  ferved  indeed  to  encrcafe  the  rage 
of  thirft.  It  was  our  common  misfortune  alfo  to 
labor  under  a violent  complaint  in  our  bowels ; 
and  to  the  want' of  the  bad  water  that  occafioned 
it — a want  which  we  had  lamented  in  the  moft 
carneft  manner  — our  prefervation  was  probably 
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owing.  I was  fo  afflifted  myfelf  with  this  diforder/ 
that  I could  fcarcely  fit  my  camel  through  excefs 
of  pain.  The  wind  and  diift  had  equally  affe6ted 
our  fight,  fo  that  we  wandered  on  in  agony  and 
darknefs.  There  is  no  doubt  that  our  Arabian 
companions  partook  in  fome  meafure  of  our  fuf- 
feringsj  but  they  were  too  much  accufbomed  to  the 
fun,  to  feel  all  the  effedls  of  his  fury  j and  we 
had  fome  rcafon  to  fufpeft,  that  their  ftock  of 
water  lafted  long  after  ours  had  failed  us.  To 
crown  this  fcene  of  diftrefs,  we  at  length  overtook 
the  ihaik,  who,  we  learnt,  had  been  difappointed 
in  replenilhing  his  fkins,  by  the  appearance  of  wild 
Arabs  about  the  fprings.  This  news  founded  like 
the  knell  of  death  in  our  ears ; not  from  the 
neighborhood  of  thefe  robbers,  who  were  once  fo 
formidable  to  our  fears,  but  from  the  abfence  of  a 
fluid,  on  which  we  fuppofed  our  lives  to  depends 
Faint  and  fpiritlefs,  therefore,  we  toiled  on  until 
eight  o’clock  at  night,  when  we  halted,  without 
having  encountered  any  foe  in  the  way.  But  far 
different  was  this  halting-place  from  any  other 
we  had  come  to.  Without  a dVaught  of  water  to 
moiften  our  throats,  it  was  impracticable  to  force 
down  a morfel  of  bread  j and  the  pain  and  weari- 
nefs  under  which  our  bodies  labored,  were  too  ex- 
treme to  admit  of  a momentary  repofe.  Over-- 
whelmed  with  hunger,  thirft,  and  fatigue,  we  fat 
ourfelves  upon  the  ground,  and  revolved  our  me- 
lancholy fituation  in  filence.  Every  fkin  was  alter- 
nately ranfacked  by  us  for  water,  and  not  an  ar- 
ticle 
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tide  left  untried  that  was  likely  to  produce  the 
leaft  moifture.  My  companions  and  I had  un- 
luckily recourfe  to  raw  onions,  which  were  among 
the  bao-o-ase.  But  no  fooner  had  we  tailed  of  this 
potent  root,  than  we  repented  of  our  ralhnefs.  The 
effefl  was  quite  contrary  to  our  hopes  5 and  our 
drought  was  irritated  to  the  higheft  degree.  This 
ftage  was  fix  hours,  or  fifteen  miles. 

At  nine  o’clock  the  word  was  given  to  refume 
our  march.  The  doubtful  light  of  the  liars,  and  die 
evils  we  endured,  prevented  our  feeing  clearly  what 
was  going  forward.  But  our  Arab  fervant  loon 
alarmed  us  with  the  intelligence  of  our  having  left 
the  merchant’s  camels  upon  the  ground  j and  by 
fome  w'ords  which  the  drivers  had  let  drop  in  his 
hearing,  that  they  had  but  a bad  opinion  of  the 
lhaik’s  intentions  refpedting  us.  The  feene  was 
now  become  very  critical,  and  a catallrophe  not 
very  happy,  appeared  likely  to  enfue.  W^e  rode  up 
immediately  in  a body  to  our  fraudulent  condudlor, 
and  charged  him  with  treachery  towards  us.  We 
inftanced  his  firll  having  parted  company  with  the 
caravan,  and  then  with  the  merchant  s camels, 
which  being  both  bound  for  Ghinnah,  plainly  in- 
dicated his  unfriendly  defign  of  carrying  us  to  ano- 
ther place.  To  our  great  furprize,  he  acknow- 
ledged the  charge  of  deceit  towards  us  in  this  par- 
ticular, but  endeavored  to  divell  it  of  any  finifter 
motives.  That  it  was  his  father’s  opinion,  as  well 
as  his  own,  that  our  departure  might  be  retarded  at 
fuch  a city  as  Ghinnah,  from  the  rumor  of  our 
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tiches,  which  would  induce  the  ofRcers  of  goiretrlJ 
ment  to  vifit  our  baggage.  That  he  had  it  iii 
command  from  him  to  leave  the  caravan  at  the 
firft  ftage,  and  to  carry  us  by  another  route,  with- 
out awakening  our  fufpicions,  which  he  muft  con- 
fefs  his  countrymen  had  given  too  much  caufe  to 
be  diredled  againft  them.  That  the  merchant’s 
camels,  from  which  we  had  jiift  parted,  would  reach 
Ghinnah  in  a few  hours  ; and  that  we  fhould  arrive 
about  the  fame  time  at  Banute,  a village  fomewhat 
higher  up  the  Nile,  where  we  might  embark  fe- 
crctly,  and  without  molellation  for  Cairo.  There 
was  fomething  as  plaufible  in  the  fubftance  of  this 
defence,  as  engagirig  in  the  delivery  of  it.  That 
coolnefs  of  temper,  and  ready  eloquence,  for  which 
the  Orientals  are  fo  confpicuous,  were  fully  ex- 
erted on  this  occafion.  From  the  former  decla- 
rations of  our  guard,  and  the  prefent  confefllon 
of  the  fhaik,  we  were  affured  there  was  a combina- 
tion againft  us  but  whether  it  had  any  ill  tendehcy, 
we  could  not  fo  eafily  determine.  In  truthj  we 
were  now  in  the  power  of  our  guides,  and  our 
deliberations  could  Only  terminate  ih  a refolution, 
to  fell  our  lives  as  dearly  as  poftible,  fhould  they 
attempt  to  play  us  falfe. 

There  was  but  little  variety  in  the  fcene  during 
' the  remainder  of  this  ftage.  The  night  was  too 
dark  to  favor  our  obfervation  of  the  objedls  around 
us,  if  our  misfortunes  had  not  extinguifhed  every 
Ipark  of  curiofity  within  our  breafts.  Hour  fuc- 
teeded  hour,  without  a veftige  of  fertility  appear- 
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hig,  to  announce  a fpeedy  period  to  our  troubles ; 
and  we  were  almoil  funk  into  a fit  of  defpair,  when 
the  fight  of  a camel,  bearing  two  flcins  of  water, 
raifed  us  in  a moment  to  the  pinnacle  of  joy  ! Co- 
lors would  be  faint  to  exprefs  the  tranfports  of 
wretches  half-dead  like  us  of  thirfl:,  at  fuch  a 
change  ! We  owed  this  fupply  to  the  good-nature 
of  the  fhaik,  who  pufhed  on  before  us  to  the  river, 
to  relieve  our  diftrefs ; and  I mnft  do  him  the 
juftice  to  own,  that  no  fervjce  could  have  been 
more  material  than  what  he  rendered  us  on  this  oc- 
cafion.  Nor  did  it  pafs  unrewarded.  It  reftored 
him  to  our  good  graces,  and  we  renewed  our  pro- 
mife  of  an  handfome  donation  on  his  putting  us  into 
a boat.  Before  I ventured  to  drink,  I had  the  pre- 
caution to  wafli  my  mouth,  and  to  gargle  my  throat 
feveral  times.  I recommended  the  fame  method 
to  my  companions,  and  I do  not  believe  it  was  un- 
ferviceable,  as  the  extreme  drynefs  of  our  palates 
would  otherwife  have  obliged  us  to  fwallow  a 
quantity  that  might  have  proved  fatal  to  us.  But 
dill  we  drank  with  great  eagernefs  and  pleafure. 
And  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  confidering  the 
goodnefs  of  the  water,  and  our  long  abftinence. 
We  were  now  within  a mile  of  the  Nile,  and  at 
three  o’clock  arrived  at  a village  compofed  of  tents 
and  huts.  We  made  no  difturbance  in  unlading 
our  baggage,  and  having  (Irctched  our  carpets  upon 
the  ground,  betook  ourfelves  to  a ihort,  though 
found,  repofe.  The  laft  ftage  was  fix  hours,  or 
fifteen  miles  ^ fo  that  we  travelled  yefterday  no  lefs 
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than  eighteen  hours,  or  forty- five  miles  ; an  amaz- 
ing ftretch,  if  our  calamitous  fituation  be  confi- 
dered.  This  part  of  the  Nile,  by  our  reckoning, 
lies  1 1 5 miles  to  the  weft  of  Cofire. 


THURSDAY,  31ft  July. 

We  awoke  this  morning  long  after  the  fun  had 
rifen,  and,  upon  looking  around  us,  had  the  plea- 
fure  of  feeing  the  Nile,  which  now  began  to  be 
gilded  with  his  early  beams.  We  were  near  a 
quarter  of  a mile  from  the  river,  and  could  only 
obtain  a view  of  the  water  through  different  open- 
ings in  the  bank.  Here  the  borders  are  adorned  in 
feveral  places  with  the  date  and  other  fruit-trees ; 
though  the  country  around  wears  the  fame  dreary 
afpefh  as  before.  In  one  of  thefe  verdant  fpots  lies 
the  village  of  Banute ; the  place  we  are  in,  being 
lonely  and  uncultivated,  and  confiftlng  of  a clufter 
of  cottages,  the  property  of  fome  camel-drivers. 
Nothing  can  more  evince  the  magnificence  of  this 
celebrated  river,  than  its  breadth  at  this  diftance 
from  the  fea.  It  appears  to  our  eye  not  much  lefs 
than  a mile  wide ; though,  with  its  windings,  it 
cannot  run  a courfe  of  lefs  than  700  miles,  from  its 
leaving  Banute,  until  it  difeharges  itfelf  into  the 
Mediterranean. 

The  young  fhaik  was  abfent  fome  hours,  and 
brought  us  the  difagreeable  tidings,  that  no  boat 
could  be  procured  in  this  neighborhood.^  We  were 
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new  reduced  to  the  indifpenfable  necefTity  of  feek- 
ino;  one  at  Ghinnah ; and  the  fliaik  left  us,  to  o-et 
frefh  camels  to  carry  us  to  that  city.  We  are 
again  inclined  to  doubt  the  errand  on  which  we 
came  here ; but  whatever  may  have  been  the  view 
of  our  condudor  and  his  aflbeiates,  a folution  of 
their  odd  conduft.^'annot  be  very  remote.  While 
our  patience  is  thus  ’ exercifed  in  refpe6l  to  our 
minds,  it  is  not  lefs  fo  in  a cafe  of  equal  importance 
to  our  bodies.  Though  we  have  faded,  in  a man- 
ner, for  three  days  pad,  we  are  afraid  to  fend  to 
Banute  for  a fiipply  of  meat  and  fruit : the  inha- 
bitants, we  learn,  are  impudent  beggars,  who  would 
not  wait  our  bedowing  alms  upon  them,  fliould 
they  happen  to  be  apprifed  of  our  fmall  number. 
A pretty  fpecimen,  indeed,  of  a place  which  has 
been  recommended  to  us  by  our  guard  ! But  the 
humble  didance  which  the  diaik  keeps,  dtews 
plainly  his  opinion  of  it.  A pair  of  pigeons  which 
this  place  afforded,  ferved  jud  to  allay  the  appetites 
of  our  company ; and  as  we  had  no  money  at 
hand,  the  diaik  lent  us  a couple  of  dollars  to  pay 
for  them  and  fome  dried  dates,  which  we  took  with 
us  to  eat  upon  the  road. 

'At three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  we  quitted  this 
miferable  village,  and  fet  out  for  Ghinnah,  in  to- 
lerable health  and  fpirits.  Whether  we  owe  our 
recovery  to  the  filubrious  water  of  the  Nile,  or  to  a 
ceffation  of  fatigue  for  the  lad  twelve  hours,  we 
arofe  this  morning  with  a perfedl  fieedom  from  our 
late  complaint.  Our  faces  were  now  turned  to  the 
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fiorth,  and  we  went  for  the  moft  pait  of  this  ItAgd 
in  the  fame  direction.  This  was  no  iinpleafing  cir- 
ciimftance,  as  we  thereby  prefented  our  backs  to 
the  fun,  which  had  fo  dreadfully  annoyed  us  yefter^ 
day.  At  four  we  entered  a fandy  valley,  where  we 
faw  an  herd  of  deer.  When  we  mounted  the  hills 
beyond  it,  we  had  a glance,  for  -the  firlt  time,  of  a 
cultivated  country.  I’he  Nile  appeared  about  two 
miles  to  the  weilward,  walking  the  foot  of  the 
mountains  by  which  it  is  fkirted  on  that  fide.  To 
the  eaftward,  the  whole  fpace  between  us  was  laid 
out  in  plantations  of  grain,  which  were  watered  by 
inlets  from  the  river.  There  was  as  extraordinary 
a contraft  in  the  profpe^t  before  us,  as  could  pof- 
fibly  occur  in  the  wantonnefs  of  nature.  The  fcen6 
to  our  left,  verdant,  and  crouded  with  clumps  of 
(lately  trees,  which  were  bounded  by  a fine  river ; 
while  that  to  the  right  was  barren  as  before,  and 
offered  nothing  but  fands  and  flony  mountains  to 
the  eye. 

Our  company  was  reduced  by  the  abfence  of  our 
guard,  who  had  got  die  ftart  of  us  on  the  road  by 
the  lhaik’s  orders,  fo  that  we  could  not  mufler 
above  ten  camels,  had  we  been  in  the  way  of  dan- 
ger. At  five  o’clock  we  pafTed  by  the  ruins  of  a 
large  village,  which  our  guides  tell  us  has  long 
been  abandoned  on  account  of  robbers,  who  were 
continually  plundering  the  property  of  the  inha- 
bitants. Here  we  were  alfo  deferred  by  the  fhaik, 
who  gave  us  notice  of  his  intention  to  pulh  on  to 
llie  city  to  prepare  an  houfe  for  our  reception.  He 
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alTured  us,  that  he  could  anlvver  for  our  fafety  on. 
the  road,  and  at  Ghinnah,  where  he  would  intro^ 
duce  us  under  cover  of  the  night,  and  previoufly 
provide  for  our  embarkation.  Whatever  reluc- 
tance we  might  have  towards  this  ftep,  it  was  im- 
polTible  to  fruffrate  it,  and  he  put  his  camel  on  at 
fuch  a trot,  as  made  us  lofe  fight  of  him  prefently. 
We  were  even  worfe  provided  with  cattle  than  be- 
fore, and  on  our  endeavoring  to  mend  their  pace  to 
keep  up  with  the  fhaik,  we  received  remonftrances 
from  the  owner  againft  hurrying  his  camels.  This 
fellow  attended  us,  and  was  as  furly  a dog  as  I ever 
met  with  in  my  life.  When  he  found  that  my  com- 
panions and  I paid  little  regard  to  his  words,  he 
had  the  impudence  to  make  Abdul  Ruflar,  our 
Arab  fervant,  and  the  poor  Hindoo,  alight,  and 
trudge  along  on  foot,  under  pretence  that  the  beads 
they  rode,  were  overladen.  When  we  were  ap- 
prized of  this  circumftance,  we  rated  the  owner 
‘foLindly  for  his  infolence.  But  he  remained  in- 
flexible, and  I know  not  to  w'hat  a pitch  our  dif- 
ference would  have  arlfen,  if  Abdul  Ruflar  had  not 
wifely  urged  us  to  acquicfce  in  a thing,  which  hs 
now  pretended  was  a matter  of  choice.  He  had 
great  merit  for  his  prudent  interference,  at  a time 
when  we  were  about  to  forget  the  reftraint  we  were 
under  in  this  Mahometan  region.  And  happy 
would  it  have  been  for  the  Fakeer,  if  he  could  have 
yielded  to  circumftances  with  equal  temper.  But 
his  fpirit  was  fo  wounded  at  the  indignity  which 
had  been  offered  hirn,  that  he  rook  the  firft  oppor- 
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tunity  of  remounting  his  camel,  unobferved  by  the 
owner.  We  were  at  this  jundure  fome  hundreds 
of  yards  ahead,  and  were  not  a little  furprized  to 
hear  the  moft  lamentable  outcries  in  our  rear, 
Thefe  proceeded  from  the  unfortunate  Fakeer, 
whom  we  beheld  under  the  difcipline  of  the  Arab’s 
ftick,  but  urging  his  beaft  forwards,  without  betray-, 
ing  the  leaft  defign  towards  quitting  his  feat.  As 
he  approached  us,  his  confidence  feemcd  to  re- 
double, and  he  began  to  pour  forth  the  vileft  abufe 
on  his  antagonifl  in  the  Moor  language.  It  was 
perhaps  conducive  to  his  fafety,  that  the  Arab  did 
not  underftand  him,  who,  at  our  inftance,  not  only 
defifted  from  the  afiliult,  but  left  him  in  quiet  pof- 
fefiion  of  the  camel.  This  fo  elevated  the  fpirits 
of  the  Hindoo,  that  giving  more  credit  to  his  own 
vociferation  than  to  our  fupport,  he ' defcanted 
largely  on  his  own  courage  and  rank  in  life,  which 
he  averred  was  formerly  a Subedar,  or  commander 
of  Sepoys  in  the  Englifli  fervice.  As  this  man  had 
hitherto  kept  a centinel  on  his  lips,  we  did  not  re- 
gret the  rude  manner  in  which  they  had  been  put 
off  their  guard ; as  the  many  ftories  which  now  fell 
from  them,  ferved,  in  fome  meafure,  to  banifh 
painful  reflexions.  But,  indeed,  the  feene  which  now 
difclofed  itfelf,  quickly  abforbed  our  attention.  Af- 
ter a fix  months  confinement  in  a fliip,  and  in  barren 
countries,  it  was  not  without  an  exquifue  fatisfac- 
tion  that  I beheld  the  earth  cloathed  again  in  green, 
and  adorned  with  her  faireft  ornaments  of  wood  and 
water.  The  captive,  who  has  long  pined  in  a 
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gloomy  dungeon,  could  not  experience  more  joy- 
ful emotions  at  the  fight  of  day,  than  animated  me 
on  this  occafion.  I looked  about  me  with  fenfa- 
tions  unknown  before.  I tailed  to  my  camel- 
driver  to  gather  every  blolTom  that  the  buflies  af- 
forded, which  my  imagination  fupplied  with  fra- 
grance j and  this  part  of  the  Nile,  which  would  ap- 
pear contemptible  when  oppofed  to  the  rudeft 
banks  of  the  Thames,  was  to  me  fraught  with  num- 
berlefs  beauties.  We  now,  for  the  firft  time  on 
our  journey,  beheld  the  marks  of  agriculture.  The 
people  were  in  fome  places  tending  their  cattle,  and 
in  others  following  the  plough.  The  river  difco- 
vered  itfelf  at  various  breaches  in  the  banks,  about, 
two  miles  to  our  left ; and  we  faw  wells  that  were 
worked  by  * pacotahs,  as  in  India.  Water-chan- 
nels now  interfered  the  road,  to  fupply  the  coun- 
try to  the  right  of  us,  which  here  began  to  be  cul- 
tivated, At  thefe  channels  our  poor  camels  halted, 
and  drank  with  the  eagernefs  and  perfeverance  of 
creatures  unaccuftomed  to  quench  the  heavieft  call 
of  nature,  which  I may  fafely  pronounce  to  be  thirft» 
I can  truly  fay,  that,  during  the  laft  three  days,  I 
have  not  eaten  an  ounce.  Meat  we  had  not,  and  I 


* A pacotah  is  a machine  of  a very  Ample  cc*fl:ru£tion.  By 
the  means  of  a long  bamboo,  fixed  acrofs  a mall,  a Angle  man 
will  raife  water  from  the  depth  of  ten  or  twelve  feet,  by  walk- 
ing up  and  down  the  bamboo.  During  this  leifure  movement, 
the  man  above  encourages  himfelf  with  a fong,  in  which  he  is 
accompanied  by  his  fellow,  who  Aays  below,  to  diftribute  th? 
water  ai  it  comes  up  in  the  bucket. 
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could  never  get  down  above  a mouthful  or  two  of 
’ bread.  My  companions  were  nearly  in  the  fame 
fituation  ; which  can  only  be  attributed  to  our  flo- 
machs  having  been  overcharged  with  the  quanti-r 
ties  of  water,  which  the  heat  and  dull  obliged  us  to 
fwallow. 

Between  the  time  of  our  feeing  the  ruined  vil- 
lage and  fun-fet,  we  counted  not  lefs  than  a dozen 
defolated  towns,  which  we  were  given  to  underftand 
had  been  unpeopled  on  the  fame  account ; fomc 
large,  and  the  houfes  ftill  Handing ; and  others  de- 
fended by  walls  and  towers,  whofe  remains  are  ftill 
refpedtable.  Were  a traveller  allowed  to  indulge  a 
conjedture  on  a curfory  view  of  things,  I fliould  ra- 
ther fufpedl  that  thefe  ruins  were  of  far  greater  an- 
tiquity than  the  modern  inhabitants  of  Egypt  ima- 
gine ; and  that  time,  the  grand  deftroyer  of  all  hu- 
man fyftems,  had  depopulated  thele  parts,  and  not 
the  dread  of  the  roving  Arabs.  When  the  Sara- 
cens over-ran  Egypt,  whole  cities  muft  have  yielded 
to  the  deftrudlive  tide  ; and  while  the  bloody  con- 
teft  fubfifted  between  them  and  the  Turks,  the  reft 
were  involved  in  the  general  wreck  of  this  country's 
grandeur.  I particularly  remarked  the  ruins  of  one 
town,  fituated  on  two  hills  to  the  right  of  the  road, 
and  joined  together  by  a wall  which  runs  acrofs  the 
valley.  The  front  of  this  town  ftill  extends  itfelf  a 
mile,  and  its  towers  and  hummums,  which  are  of 
ftone,  are  many  of  them  in  tolerable  repair.  Our 
guides  had,  indeed,  names  for  this,  as  well  as  fome 
of  the  reft  of  thefe  places  j but  being  of  Arab  deri- 
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vation,  they  could  throw  no  light  on  the  fubjeft 
of  our  enquiry. 

The  night  was  very  bright,  from  the  countlefs 
hoft  of  ftars  which  are  wont  to  Ihine  with  unclouded 
luftre  in  this  ferene  hemifphcre.  A full  hour  be- 
fore we  reached  Ghinnah,  we  left  our  northern  di- 
rection, and  travelled  due  weft.  The  many  gar- 
dens and  plantations  that  v/e  pafled,  announced  our 
vicinity  to  the  city,  where  we  arrived  at  nine 
o’clock.  At  our  entrance  we  went  by  a large 
mofque,  which  was  illuminated,  and  full  of  people, 
who  were  attending  divine  fervice.  We  fav/  many 
good  houfes  and  ftreets,  before  we  reached  the  lodg- 
ings that  had  been  provided  for  us.  Here  we  were 
houfed  at  half  paft  nine,  without  having  met  with 
any  adventure  that  could  tend  to  a difcovery  of 
our  perfons.  The  manfion  feems  large  and  com- 
modious, and  belongs  to  the  merchant  whofe  ca- 
mels accompanied  us  the  greateft  part  of  the  way. 
He  welcomed  us  with  great  cordiality,  and,  having 
feen  our  baggage  carried  up  flairs,  lighted  us  him- 
felf  to  our  apartment,  where  fome  new  bread  and 
frefh  dates  were  ferved  up  to  us.  During  our  re- 
j paft  the  merchant  Mahomet,  his  brother  Ally,  and 
I the  fliaik,  attended  us,  and  on  their  wifliing  us  a 
I good  night,  we  reminded  them  of  our  anxiety  to  be 

] gone.  The  laft  ftage  was  fix  hours,  or  fifteen  miles, 

I fo  that  we  have  come  130  miles  fince  we  left  Cofire, 
I though  the  dired:  diftance  muft  fall  fomewhat  fhort 
i of  that  number.  While  we  were  going  to  bed,  we 
! were  throv/n  into  fome  confufion  by  Major  Alex- 
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ander  miffing  his  Indian  fabre.  The  baggage  was 
rummaged  for  it  in  vain  5 fo  that  we  were  obliged 
to  call  up  our  hoft  to  lay  the  complaint  before  him. 
The  major  now  remembered  having  left  it  below 
ftairSj  and,  as  it  could  not  be  found,  the  fufpicions 
of  our  hoft  immediately  fell  upon  the  foldier,  who 
had  been  fo  long  the  objeft  of  our  averfion.  This 
foldier  he  now  fallied  forth  at  this  late  hour  to  feek ; 
and  bidding  the  major  be  of  good  cheer,  affiured 
him  that  the  fword  fhould  be  recovered,  if  ftill 
within  the  precindts  of  the  city. 


FRIDAY,  ift  August. 

I awoke  at  day-break  to-day  after  a very  found 
repofe.  One  night’s  reft  had  perfectly  reftored  me 
to  myfelf,"if  I may  except  a languor  upon  my 
limbs,  which  fo  laborious  a journey  might  occafion 
to  a conftitution  that  is  none  of  the  ftrongeft. 
When  I had  got  on  my  Arabian  habit,  I perceived 
a pair  of  ftairs  that  led  to  the  top  of  the  houfe.  As 
I conceived  myfelf  to  be  fufficiently  difguifed,  I 
made  no  fcruple  to  afeend  them,  in  order  to  take  a 
view  of  the  city.  Ghinnah,  or  Cana,  as  the  an- 
tients  called  it,  is  pleafantly  fituated  on  the  eaftern 
banks  of  the  Nile,  in  that  diftridt  which  is  known  by 
the  name  of  Upper  Egypt.  By  our  niceft  obfer- 
vation  of  its  bearing  from  Cofire,  it  lies  in  the  la- 
titude 26°  35'  N.  which  brings  it  confiderably 
lower  down  the  river  than  we  find  it,  either  in  the 
c old 
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old  or  modern  maps.  Its  length  extends  from  eaft 
to  weft,  and  its  principal  ftreets  run  in  a parallel 
line,  and  afcend  by  a gentle  acclivity  from  the 
river  to  the  center  of  the  city.  This  fituation 
feems  adapted  to  the  neighborhood  of  the  Nile, 
which,  in  the  time  of  the  floods,  muft  lay  the  ad- 
jacent parts  under  water.  Its  appearance  is  truly 
romantic,  as  every  houfe  is  furrounded  with  an  in- 
clofure,  and  partly  concealed  from  view  by  the 
lofty  date-trees,  that  every  here  and  there  mingle 
their  tufted  heads  with  the  fpiral  mofques  and 
fwelling  domes,  as  if  ambitious  to  rival  their 
proudeft  heights.  I was  proceeding  in  my  obfer- 
vations,  when  our  hoft  came  up  to  bid  us  good- 
morrow,  and  hearing  that  I was  above,  he  called  to 
me  in  hafte  to  defcend.  I was  rather  furprized  at 
this  abrupt  command  j but  when  he  pointed  out 
the  offence  which  his  neighbors  might  take  at  bav- 
ins: their  women  overlooked,  I bore  with  the  re- 
proof,  though  my  curloflty  had  not  been  awakened 
from  that  quarter.  I was  well  acquainted  with  the 
jealoufy  of  the  Mahometans  in  this  particular  j and 
therefore  did  not  confider  the  conduft  of  our  hoft 
as  any  way  unreafonable.  To  ‘the  great  fatisflic- 
tion  of  the  major,  he  produced  tlie  fword,  which  he 
declared  had  been  taken  on  the  thief  he  mentioned. 
He  demanded,  however,  eight  dollars  for  the  hire 
of  two  men,  who  had  afllfted  him  in  the  puiTuit  of 
the  foldier  fome  miles  from  the  town.  The  money 
was  paid  to  him  w'ithout  hefitation,  as  the  weapon 
was  of  value  to  the  owner ; but  our  ideas  of  the 
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juftice  which  prevails  here,  became  very  unfa-, 
vorable,  when  we  underftood  that  the  lofs  of  his 
plunder  was  the  only  puniflament  which  the  knave 
was  likely  to  experience. 

We  feafted  this  morning  at  breakfaft  on  cow^s 
milk,  to  which  we  have  been  long  ftrangers,  and  on 
the  firft  good  bread  we  have  tailed  in  Egypt.  In- 
deed, we  learn,  that  this  place  is  plentifully  fup- 
plied  with  every  necellliry  of  life,  fituated  in  a le- 
rene  climate,  and  far  removed  from  the  turbulence 
and  intrigues  of  the  capital  we  are  haftening  to. 
A pidlure,  pretty  in  fpeculation,  and  what  we  flat- 
ter ourfelves  we  fliall  find  juft  in  the  praclice. 
The  lhaik  and  our  hoft  joined  us  at  our  coffee,  and 
we  expelled  to  have  heard  fomething  of  the  boat ; 
but  their  errand  was  to  get  fuch  prefents  for  the  ca- 
mel-drivers and  guard,  as  are  ufual  for  travellers  to 
give.  We  were  content  to  be  quit  of  them  for  a 
dollar  each  j though  it  went  not  a little  againft  our 
inclination  to  include  the  roguifli  foldier  among  the 
number.  Scarce  had  they  left  us,  when  we  had  a 
vifit  from  the  guard  themfelves.  The  offender  came 
without  a blufli  into  our  prefence,  and  had  the  ef- 
frontery to  make  a j eft  of  raking  the  fword,  whicli 
he  pretended  he  only  meant  to  have  kept  as  a 
pledge,  for  the  prefent  that  was  due  to  his  comrade 
and  himfelf.  He  added,  that  they  were  now  come 
for  that  prefent,  which  they  had  fo  juftly  deferved  at 
our  hands,  by  the  protection  they  had  afforded  us- 
on  the  road.  We  were  inclined  enough  to  have 
difputed  their  merits  in  this  cafe,  had  it  not  been 
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In  the  power  of  thefe  fellows  to  publifli  our  arrival 
at  Ghinnah,  and  expofe  us  to  the  rapacity  of  the 
crovernment.  Their  demand,  therefore,  met  with  a 

C5 

civiler  reception  than  they  expected,  and  we  afflired 
them  that  it  had  been  already  gratified.  We  were 
now  witnefs  to  one  of  the  moft  Itriking  inflances  of 
the  unlicenced  tempers  of  the  Arabs  that  ever  oc- 
curred in  hiftory.  For  no  fooner  was  the  fpokefman 
certified  of  the  lliaik’s  having  received  his  quota, 
than  he  caught  up  his  fabre  which  lay  by  him  on 
the  carpet,  and  half-drawing  it,  told  us  with  a refo- 
lute  air,  that  if  we  would  difclofe  but  the  fum  which 
the  fliaik  had  prefumed  to  take  without  their  know- 
iedcre,  he  would  force  it  from  his  throat  with  the 
,point  of  his  fword.  This  language  from  a foldier, 
of  his  fuperior,  did  not  fuit  our  notions  of  military 
difcipline;  and  we  difpatched  Abdul  Ruflar  to 
feek  for  the  fliaik,  and  acquaint  him  therewith.  He 
foon  came,  and  fuch  a fcene  pafTed  between  the 
prince  and  fubjeft,  as  baffles  all  defcription.  An 
hundred  times  did  they  catch  up  their  fabres,  and 
challenge  each  other  to  inftant  conflift,  and  as 
often  did  they  revile  each  other  in  the  bittereft 
terms.  But  our  friend  had  the  greateft  juftice  in 
his  reproaches,  as  he  lligmatized  the  foldier  with 
having  betrayed  his  truft,  in  refped  to  the  major’s 
fword?  This  breach  of  truft  feemed  to  both  of 
thefe  warriors  the  principal  crime  in  the  robbery  j 
and  the  quarrel  waxed  to  fuch  a pitch,  that  finding 
it  irnpofflble  to  foften  their  fury,  we  looked  to  our 
;irms,  in  order  to  intimidate  the  foldier.  His  com- 
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rade  had  fneaked  off  in  the  beginning  of  this  dif- 
pute,  and  wifely  informed  the  people  of  the  houfe 
of  what  was  paffing  above.  This  intelligence,  to- 
gether with  the  noife,  brought  up  the  hold  with  his 
family,  juft  at  the  nick  of  .time,  that  our  apartment 
was  about  to  become  the  fcene  of  bloodftied,  in  a 
populous  and  civilized  city,  on  the  trifling  fubjecft 
of  a fe  .v  dollars ! This  company  foon  accommo- 
dated the  matter,  and  the  foldier  was  difmiflTed, 
with  a promife  of  obtaining  his  dividend  of  the  fum 
in  queftion. 

Our  diftafte  for  the  people  we  are  among,  was  fo 
heightened  by  this  late  tranfadtion,  that  we  now 
preflTed  the  Ihaik,  very  ferioufly,  to  difcharge  the 
obligation  he  was  under  to  embark  us  in  a boat  for 
Cairo.  We  found  ourfelves  at  greater  liberty,  and 
under  lefs  apprehenfton,  when  committed  to  the 
wide  waves  in  an  Arab  boat,  than  now  when  we  are 
upon  Arab  ground;  and  I doubt  if  there  was  one 
among  us,  who  would  not  have  undertaken  the 
pilotage  of  a boat  to  Cairo,  though  the  current 
was  the  only  guide  he  could  depend  upon,  in  pre- 
ference to  (laying  at  Ghinnah  a day  longer.  The 
fliaik  faw  our  anxiety,  and  alTured  us  folemnly  of 
his  intention  to  keep  his  word,  as  foon  as  a boat 
could  be  got  ready.  Our  hoft,  and  his  brother 
Ally,  offered  to  pledge  themfelves  for  the  (haik’s 
fmcerity,  and  the  latter  propofed  himfelf  to  accom- 
pany us  to  Cairo.  They  -left  us  to  fit  down  to  a 
meal  of  wheat,  boiled  in  mutton-broth,  which  had 
been  delayed  by  the  ftrange  bufmefs  of  the  day. 

S,ATURD  AY, 
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We  are  doomed  to  be  the  fport  of  fortune,  to  at- 
chieve  adventures  which  we  never  afpired  to,  and 
to  find  our  fituation  more  dangerous  than  ever,  at 
the  moment  that  we  are  fooliflily  expefting  the  pe- 
riod of  our  troubles.  Though  the  night  was  clofe, 
and  I had  not  relied  well,  from  the  dull  which  in- 
com.moded  the  terrace  we  fleep  upon,  I was  up, 
according  to  cuftom,  at  day-break,  and  in  going 
down  flairs  to  the  back-yard,  in  order  to  wafh  me, 
was  met  by  a fervant  of  the  houfe,  who  took  me  by 
the  arm,  and,  with  a fignificant  gefture,  hurried  me 
up  again  in  apparent  agitation.  When  he  could 
make  a fliift  to  explain  himfelf,  by  the  means  of 
Ibrahim,  we  underftood,  to  our  great  concern,  that 
the  vizier  of  the  city  was  in  the  houfe,  and  locked 
up  in  clofe  conference  with  our  hofl.  This  early 
vifit  had  a very  unproiTiifing  appearance,  and  as  we. 
had  remained  within  doors  fince  our  arrival,  we  at- 
tributed this  difcovery  of  us,  to  fome  treachery  in 
thofe  who  were  in  the  fecret.  My  companions  polled 
themfelves  on  the  flair- head,  to  learn,  if  pofiible, 
what  was  going  forward,  and  I was  ruminating  in 
an  inner  apartment  on  the  confequences  of  Arab 
duplicity,  when  they  came  running  to  me,  with  an 
account  of  the  ftreet-door  being  befieged  by  a body 
of  horfe.  Our  hofl  himfelf  followed  them  into  the 

room,  and,  with  the  utmod  fiiew  of  terror,  dcfired 
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us  to  load  our  fire-arms  quickly,  and  affifi:  him  to 
defend  the  houfe,  which  he  expected  would  be  af- 
faulted  every  moment.  It  was  fome  time  before 
we  could  get  him  to  interpret  the  meaning  of  this 
alarm.  We  were  not  a little  furprized  at  lad  to 
learn,  that  the  horfe  at  the  door  belonged  to  the 
fhaik  of  Banute,  and  were  fent  with  injunftions  to 
carry  us  before  their  mader,  who  had  been  apprized 
of  our  having  pafled  his  refidence,  without  paying 
him  the  ufual  compliment.  As  improbable  as  this 
dory  appeared,  what  impofition  was  there  which 
could  not  have  been  pra6tifed  with  fuccefs  on 
people,  who  were  utter  drangers  to  the  cudoms  and 
language  of  the  country  ? We  were  well  informed 
of  the  independence  of  the  Arab  fliaiks,  and  their 
propenfity  to  extort  money  from  travellers;  and^ 
though  the  fending  an  armed  force  into  a commer- 
cial town  was  incomprehenfible  to  us,  yet  we  did 
not  know  but  it  might  enter  into  the  fydem  of 
their  politics,  where  one  party  was  fuperior  to  ano- 
ther. In  order,  we  fuppofe,  to  terrify  us  into  their 
meafures,  qur  hod  told  us,  that  there  was  no  regu- 
lar government  at  prefent  in  Ghinnah ; that  every 
man  was  the  proteftor  of  his  own  houfe,  which  he 
would  defend,  on  our  account,  againd  all  invaders. 
From  one  of  our  windows,  which  in  this  country 
more  refembles  a pigeon-hole  than  any  thing  elfe, 
we  beheld  a number  of  horfemen,  who  paraded  the 
dreet,  but  did  not  betray  any  intentions  to  proceed 
to  violence.  On  our  obferving  this  matter  to  our 
hod,  he  pretended  that  it  difcovered  an  incliiiation 
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to  treat  with  us ; and  immediately  went  down  to 
the  gate,  to  make,  as  he  faid,  the  beft  terms  for  us 
in  his  power.  Tiuis  were  we,  on  a hidden,  fhut  up 
in  a beleaguered  place,  and  either  on  the  point  of 
being  put  to  the  fword,  or  being  obliged  to  deliver 
ourfclves  up  prifoners  of  v^r.  The  caftle  was  be- 
fieged  in  form,  and  the  treacherous  governor  about 
to  forego  his  truft.  We  remained,  during  this  in- 
terval, under  arms  in  our  apartment,  and  had  centi- 
nels  pofted  on  the  hairs,  to  apprize  us  of  any 
danger.  After  this  farce  — for  a farce  it  was, 
though  of  a very  ferious  nature  to  us  — had  been 
kept  up  for  two  hours  and  upwards,  our  hoh  at 
length  came  up.  He  told  us,  that  he  had  fo  far 
fucceeded,  as  to  get  us.  excufed  from  our  vifit  to 
Banute,  for  a pecuniary  confideration,  and  that  the 
fum  of  1 50  dollars  would  free  us  from  thefe  trouble- 
fome  guehs.  From  the  vizier’s  vifit,  and  the 
hrange  condud  of  the  hoh,  we  fufpefted  there  was 
a collufion  between  them  and  the  cavalry  at  the 
hoor,  and  that  we  had  already  fallen  within  the 
gripe  of  the  government  of  Ghinnah.  Under  this 
perfuafion  we  fubmitted  with  a good  grace,  to  what 
we  judged  was  unavoidable.  We  paid  down  fifty 
dollars  in  advance,  though  we  loudly  protehed 
againh  the  impofition,  which  we  declared  would 
leave  us  almoh  dehitute  of  money.  To  moderate 
our  vexation,  and  to  revive  the  pleafmg  ideas  of  our 
departure,  our  hoh  very  artfully  fhifted  the  fubjed, 
and  reminded  us  of  putting  him  in  cafh  lot  the 
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boat,  which  the  fliaik  and  his  brother  was  gone  In 
purfuit  of.  His  demand  was  forty  dollars,  which 
we  readily  depofited  in  his  hands,  on  his  folemn 
declaration,  that  he  received  them  for  the  hire  of  a 
boat,  which  Ibould  be  ready  for  our  reception  at 
night. 

In  a fliort  time  after  our  hoft  had  left  us,  he  re- 
turned to  advife  us  of  the  vizier’s  approach,  who 
followed  him  into  our  apartment,  attended  by  a 
number  of  officers  of  ftate.  They  came,  as  they 
informed  us,  to  enquire  into  our  bufinefs,  and  our 
reafons  for  travelling  through  their  country.  Tho’ 
they  had  taken  us  rather  unawares,  we  put  the  beft 
face  we  could  upon  the  matter,  and  declared  our- 
^ felves  travellers,  whom  ill-fortune,  and  not  our  own 
inclinations,  had  led  among  them.  On  their  de- 
manding our  pals,  we  produced  the  one  from 
the  vizier  of  Yamboj  and  we  thought  it  for- 
tunate that  we  could  fliew  them  letters  from 
Captain  Bacon,  and  the  fupercargoes  of  the  fnow 
Adventure,  to  Ibrahim  Beg,  the  bey  of  Cairo,  to 
convince  them  that  our  journey  was  not  a fecret 
to  the  bey.  The  vizier  put  the  pafs  into  his  pocket, 
and  we  remarked,  that  he  eyed  the  letter  to  the  bey 
with  great  attention,  and  whifpered  with  apparent 
earneftnefs  to  fome  of  his  followers  before  he  re- 
turned it  to  us.  We  gathered  the  moft  flattering 
prefages  from  this  incident  and  as  he  had  pre- 
ferved  the  utmofl;  politenefs  and  moderation  in  this 
interview,  w'e  faw  the  vizier  and  his  train  depart,  in 
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the  fulleft  confidence  of  having  found  proteullon  in 
our  letters,  againfl  the  government,  which  were  fo 
well  inclined  to  have  perfecuted  us. 

When  thefe  people  were  gone,  we  partook  of  a 
repafl  which  the  faniily  had  provided  for  us.  It 
was  fimple,  but  well  dreft,  and  confifted  of  meat 
and  vegetables,  both  (tewed  and  roafted.  We  had 
not  feen  the  young  lliaik  all  day,  and  were  uneafy  at 
his  abfence.  When  he  made  his  appearance,  he  af- 
fured  us  that  he  had  been  employed  in  our  fervice 
fince  we  faw  him  laft,  and  that  he  only  wanted  the 
money,  to  fecure  the  boat  which  he  had  engaged  for 
us.  But  this  information  feemed  chiefly  to  be  a 
prelude  to  his  own  demands,  and  we  difcovered 
that  he  was  come,  like  the  reft  of  his  countrymen, 
for  a prefent.  Though  we  had  promifed  him  a 
gratuity  conditionally,  yet  as  we  placed  too  much 
reliance  on  the  oath  of  an  Arab,  we  hoped  to  bind 
him  more  ftrongly  to  us,  by  an  a6t  that  favored  of 
confidence,  as  well  as  of  bounty.  We  therefore 
prefented  him  with  tv/enty  dollars  j and  Mr.  Ham- 
mond gave  him  a fliaul  to  which  he  had  taken  a 
liking.  He  appeared  fo  much  ftrack  with  this  ge- 
nerofity,  that  he  fwore  by  his  Prophet,  he  would 
not  leave  the  houfe  until  a boat  was  provided  for 
us.  We  then  fent  for  our  hoft,  with  whom  we  had 
entrufted  the  boat-hire ; but  underftood  from  him, 
that  he  had  juft  paid  it  away  with  the  reft  of  tlxe 
money  to  the  Banute  cavalry,  who,  on  this  prompt 
payment,  had  relinquiflied  their  firft  demand. 
Tho’  tliis  (lory  was  ratlier  ftrange,  it  carried  not  a 
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fiifpicious  air  on  the  face  of  it.  We  faved  (ixty 
dollars  by  the  manoeuvre,  and  readily  proffered  to 
advance  the  boat-hire  anew.  A reys,  or  nokidah, 
accompanied  the  hoft,  who,  after  fome  altercation, 
ao-reed  to  let  us  have  a large,  commodious  boat,  to 
carry  us  to  Cairo,  for  fifty-five  dollars.  As  the 
price  was  confiderably  increafed,  we  affe<fi;ed  to  run 
fhort  of  cafh,  in  hopes  to  imprefs  them  with  a no- 
tion of  our  being  too  poor  to  be  worth  detaining. 
Accordingly  we  produced  feveral  Indian  coins,  both 
of  gold  and  filver,  which  we  defired  might  be 
weighed,  to  make  up  the  fum.  Though  we  let 
them  underfland  that  thefe  were  pocket-pieces, 
which  we  had  preferved  through  cuViofity,  I fear 
this  expedient  was  the  means  of  awakening  the 
avarice  of  thefe  robbers,  and  teaching  them  to  ex- 
peft  a hoard  of  this  treafure.  On  receiving  the 
amount,  with  five  dollars  befides,  to  provide  bread 
and  two  or  three  fheep  for  the  voyage,  the  fliaik, 
our  hoft,  and  the  nokidah,  fwore  in  conjundlion  to 
the  immediate  performance  of  the  treaty.  But 
they  think,  as  the  poet  fays  of  lovers,  that  “ Jove 
“ laughs  at  Arab  peijuries,”  and  they  can  fwallow 
the  moft  facred  o^ths,  without  the  fmalleft  intention 
to  keep  them.  And  this  we  found  more  ftrongly 
verified  than  ever. 

On  the  faith  of  their  promifes  we  had  packed 
up  our  baggage,  and  difpofed  ourfelves  for  our  re- 
moval. Nine  o’clock  was  the  appointed  hour,  and 
we  waited  for  it  with  all  the  impatience  of  a bride^ 
groona,  who  looks  forward  to  the  moment  which 
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is  to  crown  his  fondeft  wiflies.  But  our  watches 
announced  the  hour,  and  no  Arabs  appeared.  We,, 
however,  accounted  eafily  for  the  delay ; elpecially 
as  the  natives  muft  find  it  difficult  to  afeertain  time, 
in  a country  where  clocks  and  watches  are  un- 
known. Ten  o’clock  came,  and  brought  no  in- 
telligence of  them.  Our  fufpence  now  began  to  be 
cruel ; and  we  fent  Abdul  RufTar  down  ftairs,  to 
enquire  what  was  become  of  the  hoft  and  his  com- 
panions. He  returned  without  having  obtained 
any  other  tidings,  than  their  being  ftill  abroad.  It 
is  impoflible  to  give  the  reader  an  idea  of  our  fi- 
tuation  during  this  interval.  We  were  afifembled 
on  a terrace  that  was  open  to  the  air,  and  had  no 
other  light  than  what  the  ftars  afforded  us.  The 
worft  interpretation  was  put  upon  their  abfence,  by 
fome  of  our  company.  Ibrahim  began  to  defpair; 
and  Abdul  RufTar  himfelf  could  not  account  for 
the  conduct  of  his  countrymen.  Tired  out  with 
fruitlefs  expedlation,  we  ftretched  ourfelves  upon 
our  carpets,  and  endeavored  to  compofe  ourfelves 
to  reft.  In  the  midft  of  our  difordered  flumbers, 
we  were  fuddenly  alarmed,  about  midnight,  by  a 
noife  at  the  outward  gate  of  the  houfe.  We  heard 
the  door  open,  and  the  found  of  a man’s  feet  haftily 
afeend  the  ftairs.  Hope  hung  upon  his  fteps ; and 
when  we  beheld  our  hoft  enter  with  a light  in  his 
hand,  we  called  out,  as  if  with  one  voice,  that  we 
were  ready  to  attend  him.  Judge  ye,  w^ho  have 
ever  experienced  the  fallacy  of  appearances  in  mat- 
ters neareft  to  the  heart— judge  of  our  emotions, 
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■when  we  found,  that,  inflead  of  a boat  being  in 
readinefs  to  carry  us  away,  the  vizier  and  his  train 
were  below  ! The  late  hour,  our  recent  difappoint- 
ment,  and  the  lurprize  which  this  news  threw  us 
into,  operated  together  to  render  us  very  unfit  to 
receive  thefe  unwelcome  vifitants.  But  we  had  not 
even  time  to  enquire  into  the  meaning  of  this  in- 
trufion,  when  the  vizier  entered.  He  was  accom- 
panied by  all  the  officers  who  were  with  him  in  the 
morning ; but  his  retinue  was  now  enlarged  by  a 
number  of  foldiers,  each  of  whom  bore  a torch  in 
his  hand.  They  feated  themfelves,  without  wait- 
ing to  be  afked,  on  the  carpets  which  we  had  rifen 
from ; and  calling  for  our  interpreter,  the  vizier  de- 
fired  him  to  tell  us,  that  he  was  come,  to  levy  a 
duty  on  the  goods  and  jewels  that  we  had  with  us  : 
that  he  and  the  council  of  ftate  had  formed  a refolu- 
tion  to  demand  no  more  than  4,000  dollars  j and  if 
we  refufed  to  pay  fo  moderate  a fum,  they  muft 
fend  us  to  their  mafter,  the  Shaik-Ul-Arab,  who 
was  then  on  the  frontiers  of  his  dominions,  to  an- 
fwer  for  our  refufal.  The  exorbitancy  of  the  de- 
mand made  us  treat  it  in  a light  manner ; and  as  to 
our  taking  another  journey  upon  camels,  we  de- 
clared it  was  better  to  die  here,  than  to  fall  a facri- 
fice  to  the  fatigues  of  the  Arabian  method  of  tra- 
velling. We  told  them  our  baggage  lay  ready  for 
their  infpeftion,  and  they  might  foon  fatisfy  them- 
felves of  our  poverty.  Whether  this  confident  be- 
havior impreffed  them  with  an  idea  of  our  fin- 
ccrity,  or  that  their  defigns  were  not  ripe  for  exe- 
cution. 
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cution,  we  cannot  pronounce  j but  the  vizier  de- 
clined the  fearch.  He  however  politely  infmuated, 
that  a fliaul  or  two  would  be  very  acceptable  to 
him.  I had  two  fine  ones  belonging  to  my 
Turkifii  drefs,  which  had  flood  me  in  100  dollars. 
Thele  I produced  without  hefitation,  tho’  I de- 
clared truly  they  were  all  1 had,  when  I prefented 
them  to  the  vizier.  On  receiving  them,  the  ml- 
nifter  begged  us  to  be  eafy,  as  he  now  confidered  us 
to  be  under  his  proteftion,  and  would  give  us  a pafs 
in  the  morning  for  our  fafety  down  the  river.  When 
he  had  taken  his  leave,  we  reproached  our  hofl  for 
the  failure  of  his  word.  But  he  fliifted  the  blame 
from  himfelf  to  the  vizier,  who,  he  affured  us,  had 
put  a flop  to  our  voyage  for  this  night.  He  re- 
peated his  former  affertions,  that  the  boat  was 
ready  for  our  reception.  In  fliort,  he  drew  fo  flat- 
tering a pi£lure  of  the  vizier’s  good  intentions  to- 
wards us,  and  exprelfed  fuch  a zeal  for  our  fervice, 
that  he  obtained  his  ends  of  getting  a fliaul  himfelf 
from  Major  Alexander,  and  of  lulling  us  once  more 
into  a tranfient  fecurity. 


SUNDAY,  3d  August. 

The  morning  came,  only  to  furnifh  us  with  frefh 
inflances  of  the  perfidy  of  thefe  people.  Inflead  of 
the  vizier’s  pafs,  or  any  figns  of  our  departure,  w'e 
v/ere  left  to  our  own  reflexions,  and  we  faw  nothing 
©f  the  young  fhaik,  of  our  hofl,  or  of  his  brother. 
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Nay,  to  fuch  a pitch  was  their  negleft  carried,  thac 
at  noon  we  found  there  was  no  dinner  provided  for 
iis  in  the  houfe.  In  this  embarraffment  we  fent  out 
Abdul  Rufiar  to  purchale  us  fome  provifion  j and 
as  we  underftood  the  city  abounded  with  Chriftian 
merchants,  we  direfted  him  to  apply  to  them  for 
their  opinion  of  our  detention,  and  for  their  advice 
and  afliftance  on  this  alarming  occafion.  Too 
ftiia  a watch  was  kept  upon  the  motions  of  Ibra- 
him, to  admit  of  his  negotiating  fuch  a matter  for 
us.  It  was  rarely  that  he  was  fuffered  to  ftir  out  of 
doors,  under  pretence  that  the  people  of  Banute 
were  once  more  in  fearch  of  us,  to  tax  us  in 
another  prefent ; and  when  this  liberty  was  allowed 
him,  he  was  attended  by  the  holt,  or  fome  of  the 
family.  We  were  yet  in  the  dark,  therefore,  in 
refpedt  to  the  form  and  nature  of  the  government 
under  whofe  extortions  we  groaned.  But  we  gave 
tlie  abfent  prince,  whoever  he  might  be,  full  credit 
for  a principal  {hare  in  our  fufFerings. 

In  about  an  hour’s  time  our  faithful  domeftic  re- 
lumed, with  a couple  of  fowls  and  fome  greens, 
which  he  immediately  fet  about  to  drefs  for  us.  But, 
to  our  great  concern,  he  had  met  with  no  fuccefs 
in  the  more  material  part  of  his  errand.  No  ad- 
mittance had  been  given  him  at  the  Chriftian 
houfes,  becaufe  it  was  the  hour  of  dinner;  an  hour 
facred  to  privacy  among  the  Oriental  nations. 
While  we  were  waiting  for  our  humble  repaft,  we 
were  not  a little  furprized  at  the  fight  of  the  vizier, 
who  came  to  pay  us  a vifit,  attended  only  by  his  fer-^ 

vants. 
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rants,  who  remained  below.  It  was  about  two 
o’clock,  and  long  paft  his  time  of  dining.  Ne- 
verthelefs,  on  our  viftiials  appearing,  he  fat  down 
to  a fingle  diih  with  us,  and  partook  with  much 
feemino-  fat’sfadion  of  the  fare  which  was  put  be- 
fore him.  He  called  for  fpirlts,  which  he  jo- 
cofely  faid  the  Chriltlans  were  the  mod  choice  in, 
and  drank  feveral  coffee-cups  of  rum,  both  during 
and  after  our  meal.  The  vizier’s  name  is  Mah- 
moud. He  is  a young  man  of  about  thirty  years 
of  age,  tall  and  well  made,  of  a pleafing  afpedt  and 
infinuating  addrefs,  lively  and  entertaining  In  his 
difcourfe,  and  void  of  the  referve  which  marks  the 
generality  of  his  nation.  It  appeared  to  us  that 
he  was  come  incogs  with  an  intent  to  unbend  him- 
felf  with  the  novelty  of  European  company,  and 
with  the  charms  of  a liquor  which  is  forbidden  by 
his  law.  But  ftrong  as  thefe  motives  might  be,  we 
had  quickly  caufe  to  be  convinced,  that  there  was 
another  more  prevalent  in  his  bofom,  which  in- 
duced him  to  honor  us  with  this  vifit.  He  began 
his  attack  in  complimenting  the  knowledge  and 
fagacity  of  our  countrymen,  and  in  paffing  the 
higheft  encomiums  on  the  manufadlures  of  our 
country.  He  dwelt  in  particular  on  the  beauty  of 
the  fire-arms,  and,  by  an  eafy  tranfition,  expreffed 
a defire  to  poffefs  a pair  of  Englifli  piftols.  I had 
one  pair  left,  very  handfomely  mounted  with  filver, 
which  I immediately  prefented  him  with.  Thefe 
had  been  feen  by  our  treacherous  hoft  tlie  preced- 
ing morning,  when  we  had  taken  up  arms  to  de- 
VoL.  I,  S fend 
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fend  the  houfe,  and  as  I perceived  that  the  vizier 
had  got  an  item  of  them,  I parted  with  them  in  the 
beft  manner  I could.  Not  fatisfiedwith  this  com- 
pliance, he  now  caft  his  eye  on  the  major’s  fword. 
But  its  mafter  had  too  great  a value  for  an  old  and 
trufty  fervant,  to  give  it  up  fo  eafily.  He  had  al- 
ready redeemed  it  from  the  hands  of  a robber,  and, 
perhaps,  on  that  account,  prized  it  more  than  ever. 
But  the  vizier’s  inclination  for  the  fword  feemed  to 
increafe,  in  proportion  to  the  relucftance  of  the 
owner  to  refign  it.  In  fuch  a fituation  as  ours,  I 
could  not  fee  the  ufe  of  with-holding  any  article 
from  a man,  who,  by  his  rank  and  authority,  might 
apparently  difpofe  of  us  as  he  pleafed.  ‘In  my  ex- 
perience of  thefe  people^  I had  never  found  the 
good  of  refiftance,  in  cafes  of  this  nature ; and 
cannot  take  any  Ihame  upon  myfelf  for  advifing 
conciliating  and  pacific  meafures,  in  a country 
where  a fuccefsful  oppofition  would  prove  fatal, 
to  us.  We  had  arms  to  defend  ourfelves,  and  I 
believe  fkill  to  have  repelled  fuperior  numbers ; 
but  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  we  fhould  dearly  have 
abided  a recourfe  to  them.  Under  this  convic- 
tion, I endeavored  to  foften  the  vizier’s  difappoint- 
ment,  by  tendering  him  a creefe,  or  dagger,  in  lieu 
of  the  fword  he  wanted.  Its  handle  was  agate,  ' 
ftudded  with  fmall  rubies  and  emeralds ; and  as  it 
belonged  to  my  Turkifh  drefs,  was  a very  proper 
prefent  to  an  Arab.  This  creefe,  with  the  piftols, 
coft  me  feventy  dollars  at  lead  but  the  fooner 
we  are  diverted  of  our  valuables,  the  nearer  will 
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be  the  hour  of  our  departure.  The  meaning  of 
this  interview  was  too  obvious  to  efcape  our  notice; 
and  we  fhould  have  been  content  to  have  purchafed 
this  minifter’s  friendfhip  at  the  price  of  our  bag- 
gage. Though  every  requeft  he  made  could  only 
be  conftrued  into  a demand,  he  never  exceeded  the 
bounds  of  good-breeding  in  this  piratical  vifit;  and 
it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  there  never  exifted  a 
more  polite  robber  than  the  vizier  of  Ghinnah.  He 
had  the  art  to  fliift  the  difcourfe  to  fomething  flatter- 
ing or  amufing  to  us,  whenever  we  attempted  to  touch 
on  the  fubjedt  of  our  departure;  and  notwithftanding 
we  perceived  his  drift,  he  had  the  addrefs  to  evade 
the  queftion,  and  to  lead,  tis  from  the  point  we  had 
always  in  view.  In  fhort,  he  laughed  with  us,  ral- 
lied with  us,  and  drank  with  us ; and,  as  a particu- 
lar compliment,  obliged  us  in  our  turns  to  fmoke 
of  his  pipe.  He  lengthened  his  vifit  until  eight 
o’clock  in  the  evening,  and,  during  the  whole  time, 
difplayed  all  the  fldll  and  education  of  a profeffed 
courtier.  We  were  abfolutely  foiled  in  our  at- 
tempts to  found  this  politician’s  mind  ; and,  at  the 
end  of  the  interview,  had  not  obtained  the  lead;  in- 
fight  into  the  extent  of  his  defigns  upon  us.  When 
we  lamented  our  confinement  in  a private  houfe, 
and  complained  of  the  deceitful  condu6t  of  our 
hoft,  he  affefted  to  take  a part  in  our  troubles. 
But  his  language  was  ambiguous,  and  left  us  to 
conceive  fomething  more  than  it  conveyed.  At 
i his  departure,  however,  he  afiureJ  us  with  a fmile, 

1 that  he  intended  to  renew  his  vifit  on  the  mor- 
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row ; but  that  he  fliould  infift  on  (landing  our 
caterer,  and  fending  us  a dinner  more  fuitable  to 
our  condition.  Xo  this  he  added,  that  he  hoped  it 
would  be  the  laft  meal  we  (hould  eat  in  Ghinnah. 
Inconclufive  as  thefe  words  were,  we  were  fome- 
what  affured  by  them,  and  thanked  the  minifter 
very  cordially  for  his  good  intentions. 


MONDAY,  4th  August. 


What  with  the  anxiety  of  our  minds,  and  the 
clofenefs  of  our  apartment,  we  pafs  our  nights  in  * 
a very  uncomfortable  m^inner.  The  weather  is 
very  fultry,  and  the  high  walls  which  furroimd  us 
on  all  fides,  feem  calculated  to  prevent  a free  cir-  \ 
culation  of  air.  But  we  had  more  important  cares 
to  engage  our  attention.  From  the  wreck  of  our 
fortunes,  we  were  intent  to  fave  a fufficiency  to 
carry  us  to  Europe,  (hould  it  pleafe  God  to  delivef 
us  from  this  rapacious  tribe.  I had  about  100 1. 
left  in  Venetians  and  guineas,  which,  with  a gold 
watch,  and  a ruby  ring  of  fome  value,  I concealed 
in  an  handkerchief  about  my  waift.  My  European 
fervant  contrived  alfo  to  carry  about  him  fome  pic- 
tures and  trinkets  fet  with  jewels,  of  mine,  in  his 
fa(h  and  turban.*  Mr.  Hammond  and  the  major 
made  ufe  of  fimilar  contrivances,  to  preferve  their 
treafure.  But  the  abundant  riches  of  the  latter  be- 
came a grievous  burden  to  him.  He  had  lent  the 
fupercargo  of  the  Adventure  1000  pagodas,  or 
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400 1.  rcfponck'ntia,  to  be  paid  at  Suez.  At  our 
departure  from  Yambo  he  had  received  tius  fum, 
and  what  with  pagodas  and  rupees  that  he  had 
bcTides,  he  could  not  at  that  tinae  be  in  poflef- 
fion  oflefs  than  1000  1.  in  fpecie,  A large  capital, 
and  though  fomewhat  Icffened  by  our  former  tra- 
vels, ftill  confiderable  enough  to  put  him  to  great 
difficulties  in  the  difpolal  of  it.  An  heavy  bag  of 
500  Venetians  was  iufpended  about  Ibrahim’s  waift, 
and  afforded  us  no  little  trial  of  the  honefty  and 
attachment  of  this  Indian.  The  major’s  flave- 
boys  were  likewife  encumbered  with  gold  and 
filver;  and  a prodigious  handfome  fword,  which 
he  had  hitherto  fecreted  in  his  bed,  was  nowj  for 
greater  fecurity,  hidden  in  a hole  under  the  ftair- 
cafe.  The  handle  and  fcabbard  were  of  filver, 
highly  wrought,  and  doubly  gilt.  This  fword  was 
valued  at  100  1.  fterling,  and  was  once  the  property 
of  an  eaftern  prince.  Thefe  meafures  were  adopt- 
ed, from  a fufpicion  that  our  trunks  would  un- 
dergo a ferutiny  to-day,  and  that  nothing  but  this 
ceremony  having  hitherto  been  omitted,  obftrucled 
our  departure.  It  was  our  original  misfortune  to 
be  lumbered  with  too  much  baggage,  and  it  had 
been  better  that  we  had  committed  every  thing 
to  the  waves  at  Cofire,  than  to  have  brought  any 
packages  but  papers  with  the  caravan.  Its  appear- 
ance almoft  warranted  the  exaggeration  of  the  vul- 
gar ; and  the  approach  of  the  Englifh  travellers, 
loaded  with  gold,  precious  (tones,  and  merchan- 
dize, v-'as  every  where  publiflaed.  As  they  had 
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no  idea  of  people  being  led  by  curiofity  or  accident 
to  vifit  their  country,  it  was  very  natural  for  them 
to  place  our  journey  to  the  defire  of  gain,  and  to 
confider  us  in  the  light  of  merchants.  Inftead  of 
coming  here  with  privacy  — as  we  had  foolifhly 
believed  on  the  word  of  our  conduftor — it  now 
appears,  that  we  were  expedted  with  impatience 
by  the  principal  inhabitants  j and  that  our  perfons 
and  our  goods  had  only  been  transferred  from  one 
hand  to  another..  To  the  bleffing  of  God  only  can 
we  now  attribute  the  moderation  of  the  fhaik  of 
Cofire,  and  our  prefervation  on  the  road  hither. 
Our  lives  and  property  had  been  at  the  dilpofal  of 
him  and  his  dependants,  and  we  could  not  but 
Ihudder  to  refleft  on  the  company  we  had  travelled 
with.  But  to  be  expofed  to  pillage  in  a large  and 
populous  town,  to  which  merchants  of  different 
countries  refort,  is  only  to  be  explained  by  the 
ftrange  ideas  they  entertain  of  our  baggage,  which 
they  will  not  fearch,  though  we  prefs  them  to  do  it, 
and  will  not  feize,  though  inclined  to  poffefs  it. 
Thus  kept  in  a ftruggle  between  avarice  and  fear, 
our  journey  is  delayed,  our  apprehenfions  awak- 
ened, and  our  lives  poffibly  endangered,  until  the 
confli{5l  fhall  be  decided  in  the  breafts  of  thefe 
Ipoilers ! 

We  have  feen  nothing  of  the  young  fhaik  lince 
he  received  his  prefent,  nor  of  our  hoft  Mahomet, 
fince  he  made  us  the  fine  promifes  of  a fpeedy  de- 
parture. Ibrahim  watched  an  opportunity  this 
morning  to  flip  out  unobferved,  and  to  acccom- 
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pany  Abdul  RulTar  to  fome  Chriftian  houfes.  They 
were  directed  to  found  thefo  people,  refpedting 
the  protedtion  they  were  inclined  to  afford  us.  To 
know  whether  they  could  harbor  us  in  their  houfes, 
in  cafe  we  effedted  an  efcape  from  our  prifon  j or 
at  leaft  would  affifl  in  procuring  us  a boat,  to  ac- 
complifh  our  fliglit  under  cover  of  the  night. 
This  negotiation  was  as  fruitlefs  as  all  the  others 
we  had  undertaken.  Neither  their  defires  to  ferve 
us,  nor  the  hopes  of  a good  reward,  were  foicible 
enough  to  command  the  interpofition  of  thefe  Chrif- 
tians,  confident  as  they  were  that  we  labored  un- 
der the  perfecution  of  the  government.  To  fill  up 
the  meafure  of  our  diflrefs,  the  very  boatmen, 
whom  Ibrahim  fpoke  to  diftantly  on  the  fubjedt, 
pofitively  declined  to  receive  us  on  board  without  a 
paffport.  Once  more  then  muft  we  give  up  the 
flattering  prolpedl  of  liberty,  and  attend  with  pa- 
tience the  iffue  of  our  misfortunes. 

It  has  been  remarked  by  fome  philofopher,  that 
in  eveiy  trial  to  which  humanity  is  put,  how  nume- 
rous foever  the  illufions  of  hope,  there  is  ftill  a fuc- 
ceffion  of  caufes  to  revive  this  adcive  principle,  and 
to  preferve  the  mind  from  the  influence  of  defpair. 
It  is  a pleafure  to  me  to  fubfcribe  to  a fentiment, 
which  holds  out  fo  comfortable  a truth  to  mankind, 
and  which  afcribes  fo  benevolent  a property  to  the 
divine  ordination  of  events.  Various  had  been  the 
turns  of  our  fortune,  but  never  had  we  loft  fight  of 
an  happy  fec^uel.  Even  now,  when  all  immediate 

fuccour  is  denied  us,  v/e  look  forward  to  a diftant 
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promife.  The  Indian  Fakeer,  whom  we  had  not 
feen  finee  our  arrival  here,  and  whofe  abfence  we 
could  only  attribute  to  his  having  purfucd  his  jour- 
ney, followed  Ibrahim  into  the  houfe,  and  offered 
to  carry  a letter  to  Cairo.  Ele  informed  us  of  his 
having  been  frequently  denied  admittance  to  us, 
and  Urged  us  to  difpatch  him  with  all  polTible  fpeed, 
that  he  might  depart  unnoticed.  The  gratitude  of 
this  poor  Indian  excited  our  admiration,  and  we  de- 
layed not  a moment  to  take  advantage  of  his  un- 
expedled  offer.  We  penned  a fliort  but  pathetic 
letter  to  Mr.  Baldwin  at  Cairo,  acquainting  him  of 
our  alarming  fituation,  and  begging  his  intereft 
with  the  bey  to  demand  our  releafe  of  this  govern- 
ment. We  had  every  reafon  to  believe  that  our 
letter  from  Cofire  had  not  reached  Mr.  Baldwin, 
but  we  had  a better  foundation  for  the  fuccefs  of 
this,  as  the  bearer  had  evinced  himfelf  our  friend, 
and  was  in  a charafter  that  would  render  him  un- 
fufpedled.  But  to  enfure  the  delivery  of  it,  as 
much  as  lay  in  our.  power,  we  prefented  the  Fakeer 
with  five  dollars,  and  on  the  back  of  the  letter  de- 
fired  Mr.  Baldwin  would  pay  him  as  much  more, 
as  a reward  for  his  fidelity.  The  Indian  was  very 
thankful  for  this  kindnefs,  and  after  concealing  the 
letter  in  his  turban,  took  leave  of  us  with  no  little 
emotion.  He  luckily  went  out  of  the  houfe  un- 
queftioned  by  die  porter;  and  we  prepared  our- 
felves  to  receive  the  vizier,  in  a better  temper  of 
mind  than  we  had  been  in  for  fome  time  pafl. 

At  two  o’clock  the  minifter  came,  accompanied 
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only  by  the  traitor  Ally.  We  were  glad  to  find 
that  he  was  not  unmindful  of  his  promife  ; and 
indeed  he  exceeded  our  expedlations  in  the  fump- 
tuous  dinner  he  had  provided  for  us.  It  confifted 
of  thirty  covers,  wherein  various  kinds  of  fifli, 
flefh,  and  fowl,  were  ferved  up  to  our  table.  We 
had  not  feen  fo  plentiful  a meal  for  many  a day, 
and  were  not  backward  in  doing  honor  to  it.  The 
vizier  was  particularly  attentive  in  recommending 
the  bell;  dilhes  to  us,  and  feemed  much  pleafed  at 
the  appetite  with  whicli  we  ate.  He  relaxed  en- 
tirely of  his  ftate,  and  when  the  viftuals  were  re- 
moved, he  and  Aliy  fet  in  for  ferious  drinking.  It 
was  impofiible  for  us  to  efcape  a dram  or  two, 
which  he  forced  upon  us.  But  he  would  take  no 
excufe  from  Ally,  who  being  a Mufiulman  like 
himfclf,  was  called  upon  to  keep  him  in  counte- 
nance. The  rum  was  old,  and  confequently  po- 
tent, and  did  not  require  a great  quantity  to  intoxi- 
cate thefe  boon  companions.  The  vizier  s head 
however  was  much  the  ftrongell ; and  while  the 
liquor  only  rendered  him  more  talkative,  its  ef- 
fedts  upon  Ally  w^ere  mifchievous  and  alarming. 
He  adted  a thoufand  extravagancies,  and  at  length 
pulled  one  of  the  vizier’s  piftuls  out  of  his  gir- 
dle, and  fired  it  in  the  air.  In  this  ftate  of  frenzy 
the  piftol  might  as  well  have  been  diredled  at 
one  of  our  breafts,  and  we  w'ere  very  glad,  in  a 
few  minutes  after,  to  fee  him  fink  upon  the  floor  in 
a fit  of  ftupefadlion.  This  aftorded  matter  of  great 
triumph  to  the  minifter,  who  began  to  conceive 
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an  infinite  affedion  for  us,  talked  of  carrying  us 
home  to  an  houfe  more  eligible  for  our  recep- 
tion, and  in  the  fulnefs  of  his  heart,  offered  us 
horfes  and  guards  to  condud  us  through  the 
city.  He  v/as  very  defirous  to  play  a game  of 
chefs  with  me,  when  he  underftood  I was  con- 
verfant  with  it,  and  we  were  entertaining  hopes  of 
being  benefited  in  fome  fhape  or  other  by  this  pa- 
roxyfm  of  kindnefs,  when  he  was  fuddenly  over- 
come by  deep.  He  ftretched  himfelf  upon  the 
carpet  on  which  he  had  been  fitting,  and  all  our 
airy  notions  of  relief  vanifhed  with  his  waking 
thoughts. 

He  had  been  upwards  of  an  hour  in  this  fitu- 
ation,  when  a meffenger  brought  a letter,  the  de<» 
livery  of  which  was  too  important  to  be  difpenfed 
with.  We  therefore  ventured  to  wake  the  minifter, 
who  I believe  was  afhamed  to  be  found  in  fuch  a 
manner.  On  perufmg  it,  he  faid  the  contents  con- 
cerned us.  That  the  fhaik  of  Banute  had  fent  two 
boats  to  purfue  us  down  the  Nile,  under  a fup- 
pofition  of  our  having  pufhed  on  for  Cairo,  and 
that  they  were  now  returned  to  feek  us  here.  He 
bade  us  however  to  rely  on  his  protedion,  and  to 
keep  ourfelves  quiet  until  thefe  people  had  left  the 
city,  when  he  would  difpatch  us  with  fafety.  He 
then  took  his  leave,  not  empty-handed,  as  during 
the  vifit  -he  had  wheedled  the  major  out  of  a fliaul, 
which  appears  to  be  the  chief  objed  of  his  defires. 
We  had  gained  no  ground  in  this  interview;  and  held 
the  revival  of  the  Banute  ftory,  as  a mere  feint  to 
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renew  our  apprehenfions,  and  to  conceal  the  real 
motives  of  our  detention. 


TUESDAY,  5th  August. 

The  profpeft  begins  to  grow  darker  and  darker, 
and  our  departure  feems  to  be  more  diftant  than 
ever.  We  are  utterly  neglected  by  the  family,  and, 
in  a manner,  forfaken  by  the  world.  We  had  fent 
Abdul  RulTar  to  fearch  for  them  in  vain,  when 
about  eleven  o’clock  he  returned  with  Ally.  He 
was  juft  rifen  from  his  bed,  and  the  fumes  of  the 
liquor  were  fcarcely  evaporated  from  his  brain. 
We  were  not  forty  to  fee  him  in  a fituation,  from 
which  we  had  a chance  of  procuring  fome  mate-  ^ 
rial  intelligence.  But  he  was  a traitor  in  his  cups, 
and  gave  the  lye  to  the  notion  that  good  liquor 
will  make  a rogue  honeft.  For  my  own  part,  I 
had  been  fo  mortified  at  the  depravity  of  human 
nature,  which,  in  the  fhape  of  our  landlord  and  his 
aflbciates,  had  not  only  violated  the  rights  of  hof- 
pitality,  but  repeatedly  broken  the  moft  tremen- 
dous oaths  which  could  be  taken  in  the  fight  of  a 
juft  God,  that  I was  tempted  at  times  to  difown  my 
alliance  to  fuch  a race.  Opprefled  by  one  part  of 
it,  and  unafiifted  by  another,  whofe  religion  ftiould 
have  enforced  their  compafiion  towards  us,  it  is 
not  furprizing  that  we  beheld  them  with  an  eye  of 
abhorrence  and  diftruft.  We  had  experienced  that 
there  was  no  fafety  among  them,  and  to  the  inter- 
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pofition  of  the  divine  Power  alone,  could  we  look 
for  our  deliverance.  But  the  fimplicity  of  ibraiuin 
led  him  to  renew  a confidence,  fo  often  mifplaced. 
He  gave  more  credit  to  the  -word  of  a Mulililman, 
and  was  the  laft  to  fee  into  their  faifthood.  He 
took  great  pains  to  worm  out  of  Ally  the  fecret  in- 
tentions of  his  brother.  Repeatedly  did  he  demand 
what  they  fought  for  from  us,  and  as  often  did  he 
proffer  in  our  name  to  leave  our  baggage  to  them, 
provided  they  would  convey  us  and  our  papers  to  a 
boat.  Shame  frequently  appeared  in  Ally’s  face 
during  this  interrogation ; and  it  was  not  without 
the  hefitation  attached  to  a guilty  confcience,  that 
he  acknowledged  they  wanted  more  valuables.  On 
this  the  major  produced  a fiiver  mug,  which  he 
promifed  to  deliver  to  the  brothers  at  the  river-fide. 
But  Ally  would  not  be  fatisfied  without  a diamond- 
ring,  which  he  had  feen  on  the  major’s  finger  at 
Cofire.  This  was  a ring  of  no  inconfiderable  va- 
lue, and  had  been  imprudently  expofed  by  the  ma- 
jor, at  a moment,  indeed,  when  he  did  not  fufpedl 
the  mifehief  which  was  hatching  againft  us.  It 
would  have  been  impoffible,  perhaps,  to  have  waved 
this  demand,  if  the  major  liad  not  luckily  been  in 
poffelfion  of  a pafte  ring  of  nearly  the  fame  fize, 
which  he  impofed  upon  Ally  for  the  diamond  one. 
This  ring  and  the  fiiver  mug  were  to  be  his,  when 
he  performed  his  engagement  or'  putting  us  into  a 
boat.  The  fight  of  them  feemed  to  rouze  the  fel- 
low, and  to  animate  his  zeal  in  our  behalf.  He 
left  us  on  the  inftant,  with  a defign  to  feek  his 

brother. 


I.  E T T K R II.  269 

brother,  and  to  fee  what  could  be  done  for  us. 
As  an  earned  of  his  good  intentions,  he  left  word 
with  Abdul  Rudar  below,  that  he  v/ould  provide  a 
dinner  for  us,  v-hich  we  were  likely  to  have  gone 
without  before.  We  fiivv  nothing  of  him  however 
until  two  o’clock,  v/hen  he  brought  us  a very  fcanty 
and  indifferent  difh  of  fidi  dewed  in  oil.  We 
could  not  help  murmuring  at  our  condition,  and 
the  rafeal  apologized,  as  well  as  he  could,  for  the 
badnefs  of  the  victuals.  We  were  now  left  to  our- 
felves  for  the  red  of  the  day,  to  folve  if  podible 
the  intentions  of  our  enemies,  and  to  deliberate  in 
vain  on  the  bed  meafures  to  guard  againd  their  ma- 
lignity. 

In  the  evening,  Ally  brought  his  brother  to  us, 
whom  we  had  nor  obtained  a ught  of  for  the  three 
lad  days,  though  fuppofed  to  be  under  the  fame  roof 
with  us.  Nature  had -been  very  jud  to  this  man, 
as  the  villainy  of  his  difpofition  was  written  in  le- 
gible charafters  in  his  countenance.  He  was  in 
a -manner  dragged  up  to  our  apartment,  and  liis 
prefent  appearance  would  not  have  diferedited  a 
king’s  evidence  at  the  Old-Bailey.  He  hung  his 
head,  though  poffeded  of  an  infinite  dock  of  af- 
furance,  and  the  frivolous  realons  which  he  afiigned 
for  his  abfence,  were  the  plained  proofs  of  his 
guilt.  He  now  joined  with  Ally  in  feeming  earned 
for  our  departure,  and  which  he  allured  us  nothing 
delayed  but  the  fearch  of  our  baggage.  This  ce- 
remony he  underdood,  was  to  be  performed  in  the 

morning,  and  he  fully  difeovered  his  principles,  by 

dcfiring 


ayo  LETTER  IL 

defirlng  us  to  fuffer  him’  and  Ally  to  infpeft  out 
baggage  before  the  vizier  came  to  do  it.  There 
was  a time  when  this  propofal  would  have  been 
treated  with  the  contempt  it  deferved;  but  our  im- 
mediate dependence  on  thefe  fellows,  obliged  us 
to  liften  to  it  with  complacency.  We  were  aware 
of  their  knavilh  defigns,  but  we  confidered  our  ef- 
fefts  as  the  clog  which  impeded  our  courfej  and 
a livelier  pidture  cannot  be  exhibited  of  our  fitua- 
tion,  than  the  readinefs  with  which  we  accele- 
rated the  hour,  which  might  leave  us  deftitute  of 
the  common  neceffaries  of  life.  Our  operations 
were  now  confined  to  the  obtaining  of  our  en- 
largement. We  thought  only  of  refuming  our 
journey.  The  means  of  accomplifhing  fo  ardu- 
ous an  undertaking,  were  entirely  left  to  the  di- 
redlion  of  chance. 


WEDNESDAY,  6fh  August. 

This  is  the  fixth  day  of  our  arrival  at  Ghinnah, 
and  we  are  as  perfedt  ftrangers  to  the  place  as  the 
hour  we  came  here.  Our  view  is  limited  to  the 
ftreet  in  which  we  live,  and  which  we  peep  into 
from  our  windows,  that  are  very  fmall  and  very 
high.  Here  our  faces  engage  the  attention  of  paf- 
fengers,  many  of  whom  are  brought  by  curiofity  to 
view  us : the  detention  and  ill  ufage  of  European 
travellers  having  made  no  little  noife  about  the 
city.  But  compaflion  is  the  only  medicine  they 
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can  afford  us.  Although  our  cafe  Is  known,  we 
have  little  chance  of  relief  under  fo  precarious  a 
government,  where  the  ruling  maxim  feems  to  be, 
that  the  weaker  fide  muff  go  to  the  wall. 

It  is  our  fortune  once  more  to  excite  the  pity  of 
the  fairer  part  of  the  creation,  and  to  find  tendernefs 
and  humanity  among  the  meiribers  of  an  Arab 
tribe.  Exaftly  oppofite  to  our  prifon  is  the  haram 
of  a man  of  fome  confequence,  if  we  can  judge  of 
him  from  the  number  of  his  women.  It  was  but 
two  days  ago  that  we  difcovered  we  were  the  ob- 
jefls  of  thefe  females’  regard ; who,  when  the  fun 
goes  down,  come  tripping  by  pairs  to  the  front  of 
their  terrace,  and,  by  figns  and  falutations,  enquire 
into  our  welfare,  and  lament  their  inability  to  re- 
lieve our  diftreffes.  Some  of  thefe  women  are 
beautiful,  and  all  well  made ; and  they  make  no 
fcruple  to  appear  before  us  unvailed,  at  no  greater 
diftance  than  the  breadth  of  a narrow  ftreet.  It 
would  be  an  eafy  matter  for  us  to  difeourfe  toge- 
ther, with  the  help  of  our  interpreter,  were  we  not 
afraid,  in  our  critical  fituation,  of  incurring  fufpi- 
cion  and  danger.  We  find  fatisfadtion,  however,  in 
this  dumb  intercourfe.  Unavailing  as  their  fym- 
pathy  muff  prove,  our  vanity  is  not  the  lefs  flat- 
tered by  it.  We  have  retorted  upon  our  oppref- 
fors  without  defign,  and  triumph  over  them  in  the 
tendereft  point ! 

Before  we  had  breakfafted,  our  hoft  and  his  bro- 
ther vifited  us,  to  make  the  propofed  fearch.  We 
readily  opened  our  trunks  to  them,  and  they  were 
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not  a little  furprifed  to  find  nothing  but  linen  and 
cloaths,  where  they  expefled  at  lead  to  light  upon 
piece-goods,  jewels,  and  money.  They  took,  hov/- 
ever,  two  handfome  china  bowls,  a box  of  cut  Tri- 
chinopoly  ftones,  half  a dozen  fheets,  and  a Turkifii 
habit  from  the  major;  and  from  me  a Turkifh  coat 
only.  Mr.  Hammond’s  trunks  efcaped  their 
hands.  We  were  much  aftoniflied  at  this  modera- 
tion, but  fuppofe  an  apprehenfion  of  the  vizier’s 
catching  them  in  the  faft,  occafioned  their  hafty  re- 
treat. As  they  were  going  away.  Ally  ftaid  until 
his  brother  was  out  of  hearing,  and  then  afked  die 
major  in  a whifper,  to  let  him  fecrete  the  filver 
mug  which  was  promlled  him  when  we  entered  the 
boat.  It  unluckily  flood  on  the  window-feat  with 
the  remains  of  the  major’s  breakfafl,  and  without 
waiting  for  an  anfwer,  Ally  took  it  up,  and  marched 
with  it  down  flairs. 

We  had  fcarcely  got  rid  of  thefe  plunderers,  when 
the  vizier  and  his  train  made  their  appearance. 
They  were  very  rigid  in  their  fcrutiny,  until  they 
came  to  a box  belonging  to  me,  which  contained  a 
packer  and  letters  of  confequence.  The  manner  in 
which  this  box  was  fecured,  with  nails  and  wax- 
cloth, gave  them  hopes  of  being  well  rewarded  for 
their  trouble.  But  when  the  lid  was  taken  off,  and 
the  contents  were  difplayed,  never  was  fuch  furprize 
feen,  as  was  betrayed  in  the  countenances  of  the 
vizier  and  his  adherents.  They  Teemed  to  awaken 
as  from  a dream,  and  after  conferring  together  with 
evident  marks  of  difappointment,  they  precipitately 
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retired,  notwithftanding  onr  rcmonftrances,  that 
they  would  finifh  the  examination,  and  permit  us  to 
depart,  though  at  the  expence  of  our  baggage. 

We  had  fent  Abdul  Rufllir  abroad  to  procure 
intelligence,  and  he  returned  with  the  news,  that  a 
boat  was  on  the  point  of  fetting  out  for  Cairo.  He 
had  founded  the  nokidah,  to  knev/  what  he  would 
do  in  our  behalf ; who,  in  defiance  of  bribery,  would 
only  venture  to  convey  a letter  for  us  to  that  city. 
As  nothing  could  be  effcdlcd  towards  our  efcape, 
we  were  content  to  addrefs  another  letter  to  Mr. 
Baldwin,  relating  the  new  troubles  we  had  met 
with,  and  the  neceffity  of  his  immediate  affiflance, 
to  deliver  us  from  the  perils  which  environed  us. 
This  letter  Abdul  RulTar  carried  with  great  fecrecy 
to  the  nokidah,  who,  in  confideration  of  a prefenc, 
undertook  to  deliver  it  to  Mr.  Baldwin. 

In  the  afternoon  the  viziet  repeated  his  viflt,  un- 
der pretence  of  taking  down  our  names,  and  mak- 
ing out  the  pafs  for  our  departure.  The  condudt 
of  this  man  towards  us  had  been  truly  fingular.  Tie 
had  courted  us  for  his  own  views,  and  he  had  de- 
I ceived  us  without  any  apparent  motive.  He  had 
taken  indeed  many  things  from  us  in  a polite  way, 
but  when  he  had  an  opportunity  of  fatisfying  his 
avarice  with  the  choice  of  our  moveables,  he  flirunk 
back,  as  if  afhamed  or  afraid  to  perfevere  in  his  in- 
I ' tentions.  This  palpably  fliews  that  there  is  a rul- 
ing authority  to  which  he  is  accountable,  and  to 
which  we  are  indebted  for  our  fecurity  to  this  hour. 
He  pofitivcly  told  us  that  we  lliould  go  at  night, 
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and  our  hoft  as  pofitively  promlfcd  us  his  camels^ 
to  tranfport  us  and  our  baggage  to  the  river-fide. 
At  fix  o’clock  our  hoft  came,  but  it  was  only  to  in- 
form us>  that  the  young  ftiaik  had  ran  away  to  Co- 
fire with  die  boat-money.  We  could  not  at  ftrft 
think  fo  ill  of  our  conduftor,  but  our  hoft  affured 
us,  that  we  had  feen  our  la-ft  of  him..  More  money 
was  now  demanded  for  the  hire  of  a boat,  but  wer 
had  fo  long  perfifted  in  the  ftory  of  our  money  be- 
ing all  expended,  that  we  could  not  have  produced, 
any,  without  confirming  their  opinion  of  our 
wealth.  This  fellow,  however,  had  the-addrefs  to 
obtain  the  fword  from  the  major,  which  had  been 
refufed  to  tlie  vizier,  and  had  been  redeemed,  with 
fuch  trouble,  from  the  clutches  of  the  foldier.  This 
fword  he  now  demanded  upon  the  footing  of  a for- 
mer promife  y and  the  major  thought  proper  to  gra- 
tify his  wifties.  He  has  been  a material  fufferer 
during  the  tranfaeftions  of  this  day. 


THURSDAY,  ych  August, 

We  were  at  breakfaft  upon  ripe  figs  a.nd  bread,  for 
which  we  were  indebted  to  the  attention  of  Abdul 
Rufllir,  who  is  our  caterer  at  luch  times  as  our  hoft 
negledls  us,  when  two  of  the  vizier’s  people  entered 
the  room,  accompanied  by  our  hoft  and  his  father. 
The  laft  is  an  old  man,  and  not  only  privy  to  the 
iniquitous  conduct  of  his  fons,  but  a tormenting  fo- 
licitor  himfelf  for  any  thing  that  coiues  widiin  his. 
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View.  The  trite  tale  of  the  Banute  cavalry  being 
returned  for  money,  ^vas  once  more  attempted  to  be 
impofed  upon  us  ; but  we  had  learned  to  parry  the 
attack,  by  defiring  them  to  convey  our  baggage  to 
the  horfemen,  who  were  welcome  to  difpofe  of  it  as 
they  thought  fit.  This  liberal  offer  did  not  fuit 
their  defigns*  It  v/as  the  fpecie  which  they  looked 
for,  and  it  feemed  as  if  they  began  to  fufpe^l  that 
We  did  not  keep  it  among  our  baggage.  From 
looo  dollars,  which  thefe  mock  agents  at  fiiil  de-* 
manded,  they  fell  at  once  to  lOO,  then  to  8o,  6o,  40, 
and  at  length  to  20  dollars  ! The  vizier’s  adherents 
foon  retired,  when  they  found  themfclves  treated  in 
fo  cavalier  a manner,  and  left  us  to  difeufs  the  mat-r 
ter  with  Mahomet.  This  is  the  Cerberus  whorrl 
we  are  to  gain  over,  if  the  door  to  our  efcape  is  to 
be  opened  to  us.  We  have  tempted  him  with  many 
a fop,  but  his  price  is  yet  to  be  reached,  if  it  be  in 
his  power  to  permit  of  our  departure.  We  con- 
defeended  to  affjre  him,  that  ^ had  not  the  money 
to  fatisfy  this  demand  j but  that,  to  oblige  him,  we 
would  give  up  our  filver  fpoons,  which  we  ufed  at 
our  table,  and  which  were  equal  to  the  value  of 
twenty  dollars.  He  appeared  to  liften  v/ith  great 
attention  to  this  propofal,  but  fuddenly  rccollefting 
himfelf,  he  paufed  for  a moment,  and  told  us,  that 
without  a letter,  fpecifying  that  he  had  received 
no  money  from  us,  he  could  concern  himfelf  no 
further  about  our  affairs.  The  effrontery  of  this 
Arab  exceeded,  if  poffible,  his  depravity.  He 
talked  as  if  ais  endeavors  had  been  exerted  for  our 
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good ; and  lield  the  language  of  friendfliip  amid  the 
daily  pra6lice  of  injudlce.  We  were,  therefore,  not 
a little  rejoiced  to  find,  that  our  hoft  did  not  quietly 
enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  villainy.  On  inquiring  into 
the  necelTity  of  giving  him  fuch  a letter,  we  learned 
that  the  town’s  people  threatened  to  pillage  his 
houfe,  and  to  fhare  with  him  the  1000  Venetians 
which  he  was  reported  to  have  obtained  from  us. 
A declaration  under  our  hands  of  its  falfity,  would 
ftifle  the  report,  and  preferve  his  property  from  be- 
ing left  to  the  mercy  of  an  enraged  populace.  W e 
had  been  fo  little  accuftomed  to  truth  in  th’is  coun- 
try, that  we  were  become  fceptics  in  every  thing, 
which  did  not  immediately  fall  under  our  own  ob- 
fervation.  This  fellow,  however,  had  evidently 
fome  reafon  for  his  fears,  and,  in  order  to  difcover 
their  origin,  we  difmifled  him  with  a promife  of  fur- 
nilhing  him  with  die  paper  he  wanted. 

Ibrahim  informed  us,  that  he  had  been  frequently 
prefled  by  Ally,  to  go  abroad  with  him  at  un- 
feafonable  hours.  This  behavior  awakened  our 
fufpicions,  that  fome  foul  play  was  intended  to  this 
faithful  domeftic ; and  we  accordingly  cautioned 
him  not  to  trufl:  himfelf  in  Ally’s  company.  But 
by  a ftrarige  infatuation,  he  neglefted  this  admoni- 
tion ; and  by  venturing  out  of  doors,  when  we  had 
laid  down  to  take  our  afternoon-nap,  fell  into  the  net 
which  was  fpread  for  him,  and  very  nearly  involved 
us  in  the  danger  we  were  moftly  to  apprehend.  He 
returned  about  five  o’clock  in  a Hate  of  intoxication, 
and  could  hardly  find  words,  to  explain  the  caufe  of  it, 
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Tv-^cn  he  became  quite  befide  himfclf.  We  ga- 
thered, neverthelefs,  from  him,  that  Ally  had  met 
and  inveigled  him  into  a cofFee-houfe,  under  pre- 
tence of  treating  him  with  a difli  of  coffee.  That 
he  had  tafted  fomething  particular  in  the  coffee,  and 
would  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  flay,  when  he 
found  his  head  begin  to  grow  giddy.  That  villain 
Ally  had  doubtlefs  introduced  an  opiate  into  the 
cup  ; and  whatever  his  view  was,  It  was  baffled  by 
the  refolution  of  Ibrahim,  who  forced  his  way  home 
in  that  condition,  and  difplayed  a conduct  we  did 
not  give  him  credit  for  before  to-day.  The  m.ajor’s 
bag  of  Venetians  was  ftill  about  him  3 but  it  was 
impoffible  for  us  to  know  what  intelligence  might 
not  have  been  drawn  from  him  in  fuch  a fituation. 
He  was  by  no  means  addided  to  liquor  3 and 
though  he  would  not  refufe  his  dram  when  on 
board  the  Adventure,  he  had  fo  long  abllained 
from  fpirits,  that  we  were  convinced  he  had  not 
been  affifting  to  his  own  intoxication.  We  had  the 
greateft  confidence  In  his  honefty  and  attachment, 
but  we  dreaded  the  difcoverles  which  he  unknow- 
ingly might  have  made.  We  were  anxious  to  fup- 
pofe  that  no  harm  had  yet  been  done,  and  hurried 
him  to  bed  in  an  inner  apartment,  where  we 
watched  him  like  a child,  that  he  might  not  get 
down  flairs,  or  hold  any  converfation  with  Maho- 
met or  Ally,  until  he  was  fobered  again.  Thefe 
Llood-hounds  followed  the  fcent  which  the  latter 
had  liit  off,  and  came  up  repeatedly,  under  pretence 
of  talking  to  Ibrahim  about  our  departure.  But 
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we  were  aware  of  their  intentions,  and  hindered 
their  waking  or  getting  any  acceis  to  him.  It 
w'ould  not  have  been  fo  eafy  for  us  to  have  pre- 
vented the  intrufion  of  the  vizier,  and  we  tren.bkd 
for  his  appearance  at  this  moment.  I can  declare 
for  myfelf,  that  I have  not  experienced  the  poign- 
ancy of  diftrefs  until  this  accident ; by  which  we 
find  ourfelves  brought  to  the  brink  of  deftrudion, 
through  the  fimplicity  of  one  of  our  own  attendants. 
The  morning,  we  hope,  will  reftore  him  to  a fenfe 
of  his  folly,  and  difpel  the  cloud  which  thickens 
around  us. 


FRIDAY,  8th  August, 

The  occurrences  of  this  day  have  been  fo 
crouded,  fo  ftrange,  and  fo  affefling  to  humanity, 
that  the  reader  will  doiibtlefs  offer  a plea  to  him- 
felf  for  the  irregularity  of  a narrative,  which  was 
taken  down  late  at  night,  and  while  our  fates  were 
flill  in  all  the  horrors  of  uncertainty.  The  defirc 
of  being  held  in  the  memory  of  mankind,  even 
awaits  us  to  the  mouth  of  the  grave  j and  however 
hideous  the  danger,  a liberal  mind  cannot  bear  the 
idea  of  going  out  of  the  world  by  an  obfeure  and 
unknown  track,  while  there  is  a chance  of  tranf- 
lYiitting  its  fufferings,  its  fortitude,  and  its  refigna- 
tion,  to  the  regard  of  pofterity.  And  fltould  it 
pleafe  God  to  permit  this  journal  of  our  diftrelles, 
to  furvive  the  general  wreck  which  threatens  our 
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lives  and  property,  it  may  have  the  merit  of  dif- 
clofing  to  others,  the  perils  which  attend  the  tra* 
veller  through  this  lavage  clime;  and  to  warn  him 
by  our  examples,  of  the  litde  credit  he  Hionld  re- 
pofe  in  the  fandity,  the  hofpitality  of  the  Arabs; 
for  which  virtues  they  have  been  falfely  celebrated 
by  uninformed  hiftorians  1 

The  morning  had  paffed  as  ufual,  in  fufpenrce 
and  diftruft  of  thefe  people’s  intentbns,  nor  did  any 
thing  occur  to  fweeten  our  daily  potion,  but  the  re- 
pentance of  Ibi-ahim,  and  the  behavior  of  the  poor 
women  whom  I before  mentioned  to  have  taken 
notice  of  us.  Iinmured  in  a fimilar  confinement, 
they  felt  for  our  fituation,  and  partook  of  our 
troubles.  The  tale  of  our  dlfafters  had  certainly 
reached  their  ears,  as  they  enquired  by  figns  whe- 
ther we  had  cloaths  left,  or  viduals  to  eat.  A6lu- 
ated  by  our  melancholy  geftures  to  fuggeft  the 
■worft,  thefe  tender-hearted  creatures  brought  fruit 
and  fugar-canes,  all  they  could  probably  lay  their 
hands  upon,  and  threw  them  by  Health  acrols  the 
ftreet  to  our  terrace.  This  humane  talk  they  were 
employed  in  for  half  an  hour  and  more,  when  they 
difappeared,  on  our  advertifing  them  of  the  arrival 
of  vifitors. 

The  alarm  was  falfc,  for  it  was  only  Abdul  Ruf- 
! far,  who  was  returned  from  reconnoitring  the  mo- 
i cions  of  the  enemy.  In  his  walk  he  had  been  en- 
I countered  by  fome  Chriltian  merchants,  who  now 
> recommended  to  us,  to  get  a letter  privately  wTit- 
i ten  to  the  Shaik  U1  Arab,  complaining  of  the  ufage 
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we  had  met  with,  and  imploring  his  protecStion, 
They  not  only  adviled  this  expedient,  but  promifed 
to  forward  the  letter  for  us,  in  the  fucccfs  of  which 
they  implicitly  confided.  We  could  not  do  better, 
we  thought,  than  follow  the  opinion  of  thofe  of  our 
own  perfuafion  ; and  we  had  aftually  difpatched 
our  agents  to  them  upon  this  errand,  when  the 
fcheme  was  unknowingly  overfet  by  the  major.  We 
had  all  along  confidered  ourfelves  as  clofe  pri- 
foners ; and  the  major  refolved  to  make  an  effort  to 
get  into  the  ffreet,  to  be  certified  of  the  worft  of 
our  fituation.  He  found  the  door  locked,  and 
knocking  to  get  it  opened  by  the  porter  who  con- 
ftantiy  attended  without,  the  family  were  alarmed,  ^ 
and  came  in  numbers  to  prevent  his  forcing  this 
paffage.  A ffruggle  enfued,  which  the  major 
drought  prudent  to  defift  from,  and  returned  up 
flairs  with  our  fervants,  who  were  detained  at  home  ’ 
by  this  iinrow\ard  accident-,  ; 

While  we  were  confulting  on  fome  remedy  for 
this  difappointment,  a body  of  people  came  up  to  \ 
our  apartment,  ufhered  by  our  hoft.  The  princi- 
pals  were  an  old  fat  man,  and  one  dreffed  in  a fear-  ' 
let  robe,  who  told  us  that  he  was  the  hakeem  or  ! 

governor  of  the  town,  and  had  been  comrnanded  by  ! 

the  Shaik  U1  Arab,  his  maffer,  to  take  us  under  his  ’ 
protedion  ■,  to  enquire  into  the  particulars  of  the 
injuries  which  we  had  fuflained,  and  to  tranfmit  a 
faithful  account  of  us  to  the  fliaik,  who  would  fee 
juftice  done  to  us,  let  whofoever  be  the  aggreffbr, 

Our  fpirits  had  long  been  in  want  pf  a cordial  to  re- 
vive 
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x\vQ  them,  and  this  fpeech  operated  very  power- 
fully upon  them.  The  appearance  of  thefc  officers, 
and  the  authority  which  they  took  upon  them,  gave 
credit  to  their  words.  We  confidered  ouidelves  as 
didinguillied  by  the  compaffion  of  the  diaik, 
though  we  could  not  difeover  by  what  providential 
accident  the  tale  of  our  difafters  had  come  to  his 
knowledge.  But  elated  as  we  were  by  this  fudden 
change  in  our  affairs,  and  confonant  as  the  hakeem’s 
offer  was  to  our  hopes  of  revenge,  we  were  too  well 
aware  of  the  unftable  ftate  of  an  Arabian  govern- 
ment, to  be  led  aftray  by  a falfe  emblem  of  power. 
The  event  proved  that  we  did  not  judge  much 
amifs  j and  that  it  is  dangerous  to  make  enemies  in 
a body,  where  we  are  not  affured  of  friends. 

Before  the  affembly  had  well  feated  themfelves, 
the  vizier  arrived,  and  took  his  place  among  them. 
He  betrayed  a downcafl  and  irrefolute  countenance, 
and  I obferved  him  to  look  often  at  us,  to  guefs  I 
fuppofe  at  our  intentions,  I endeavored  to  clear 
his. doubts  with  a fmile.  In  reply  to  the  hakeem, 
we  declared  our  fcruples  to  prefer  complaints, 
jfrangers  as  we  were  to  the  country,  and  unaffured 
of  proteftion,  On  this  we  were  urged  by  mod: 
prefent  to  a plain  recital  of  fadls,  which  they  faid 
was  but  due  to  the  honor  of  their  mafler,  whofe 
charafler  would  fuffer  by  the  mal-treatment  of 
ftrangers,  who  were  fuffered  to  leave  his  dominions 
without  redrefs.  Ibrahim  on  this  advifed  us  to  give 
a general  ftatement  of  our  Ioffes,  without  fpecifying 
the  names  of  our  oppreffors  3 which  would  irritate 

no 
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no  one,  and  ftill  obtain  us  the  proteflion  of  the  go- 
vernment. Had  this  counfel  been  followed,  it 
might  have  turned  out  better;  though  it  is  im- 
poffible  for  human  judgment  to  determine  it.  The 
examination  began  under  this  reftridion,  and  Ibra- 
him expreffed  fundry  fums  of  money  and  articles  of 
'value  we  had  been  deprh^d  of,  by  the  arts  and  me- 
naces of  perfons  unknown.  The  vizier  fate  in  the 
circle  like  a private  man, 'and  liftened  in  filence  to 
the  account  of  the  robberies;  in  which  he  leemed 
fatisfied  not  to  be  declared  an  accomplice.  But  the 
zeal  of  Abdul  Ruflar  quickly  altered  this  peaceable 
feene.  1 had  obferved  him  fitting  in  a corner, 
with  indignant  looks  and  rehlefs  poftures,  when, 
unable  to  bear  with  the  villainy  of  his  countrymen 
any  longer,  he  flatted  up,  and  pointing  to  his  own 
neck  as  a pledge  for  our  fafety,  he  went  up  to  the 
hakeem,  and  pronounced  aloud,  that  our  doubts  of 
protection  prevented  the  truth  from  appearing  in  its 
proper  colors.  That,  to  his  knowledge,  our  hofl 
Mahomet  had  forced  money  and  effects  from  us;' 
and  that  the  vizier  himfelf  had  defrauded  us  of 
{hauls  and  other  things  to  a confiderabie  amount. 
But  the  integrity  and  courage  of  this  poor  fellow 
met  with  a very  unworthy  recompence.  He  had 
built  more  than  ourfelves  upon  the  regal  authority, 
which  could  not,  in  the  perfons  of  the  fhaik’s  offi- 
cers, fhield  him  from  danger  and  difgrace.  The 
vizier  rofe  abruptly  from  his  feat,  and  half  drawing 
his  fabre,  would  have  flopped  his  'countryman  in 
his  tale,  had  he  not  been  luckily  prevented  by  thofe 
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J near  him.  The  afTembly  broke  up  in  confufion, 
j and  we  could  not  but  be  alarmed  for  our  own 
I fafetv  at  luch  a moment.  No  fooner  was  Abdul 
I RiilTar  delivered  from  one  enemy,  than  he  encoun- 
tered others  more  bitter  in  the  holl  and  his  family, 
who  fell  furioufly  on  him  in  the  prefence  of  the 
i hakeem,  and  it  was  with  much  difficulty  that  we 
i refeued  him  from  their  hands,  at  the  expence  of 
i fome  heavy  blows.  But  the  feene  dkl  not  conclude 
i here.  To  make  good  our  hoft’s  aflertion,  that 
every  one  is  abfolute  in  his  own  houfe,  he  turned 
the  vizier,  hakeem,  and  all  the  ffiaik’s  officers  out 
of  doors,  and  told  them  deridingly,  to  go  and  con- 
fult  elfewhere.  Our  faithful  domeftic  would  fain 
have  followed  them,  but  he  was  prevented ; which 
fo  intimidated  him,  that  dreading  the  refentment  of 
the  family,  he  came  unobferved  to  our  terrace,  and 
dropped  himfelf  thirty  feet  at  lead,  from  a perpendi- 
cular height,  into  the  ftreet.  He  efcaped;  but 
not,  we  apprehend,  without  fome  Iprain  or  contu- 
fion,  from  fo  defperate  a leap. 

This  tumult  had  fcarcely  fubfided,  when  one  of  a 
more  ferious  and  infulting  nature  enfued.  Appre- 
henfive  of  a difeovery,  and  perhaps  weary  of  carry- 
ing about  fuch  a load,  Ibrahim  had  depofited  the 
bag  of  Venetians  which  he  was  charged  with,  in  the 
corner  of  a dark  room  which  held  fire-wood.  The 
major  was  apprized  of  this  fiep,  and  might  very 
well  be  fatisfied  of  the  fecurity  of  his  treafure.  But 
the  prying  difpofuion  of  the  family  furmounted  our 
precaution,  Ibrahim  had  been  met  coming  out  of 
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this  room  by  Ally,  before  the  arrival  of  the  hakeem 
and  his  company.  Sufpicion  is  ever  on  the  watch, 
and  gives  a motive  to  every  action  that  falls  under 
its  obfervation.  The  late  difpute,  in  which  he  had 
borne  fo  aflive  a part,  had  not  driven  it  from  this 
fellow’s  mind ; who,  when  all  was  quiet  again,  ftole 
up  foftly  to  the  room  wliich  had  excited  his  curio- 
lity.  Ibraliim  by  good  fortune  law  him  enter  it, 
and  crying  loudly  for  affiftance,  ran  towards  the 
place  which  concealed  the  money.  He  was  heard 
and  followed  by  the  major  and  my  European  fer- 
vant,  who  found  him  at  the  room-door  ftrugglino-  < 
for  the  bag  which  Aliy  had  fecured,  and  would  have 
retreated  with.  Numbers  however  prevailed,  and 
the  bag  was  prefently  redeemed  from  the  rafcal’s 
gripe,  who  retired,  muttering  vengeance  againlt 
us. 

We  had  foon  reafon  to  lament  this  unfortunate  J 
difcovery.  It  awakened  a new  Ipirit  of  avarice  in  j 
our  hoft,  and  confirmed  him  in  his  exaggerated  ] 
ideas  of  our  wealth.  He  came  up  flairs,  attended 
by  the  infonuer  Ally  and  his  fervants,  armed  with 
fwerds  and  fpears,  to  demand  the  contefted  trea-  j 
fure.  We  had  expe<fled  this,  and  in  the  interval,  i 
the  major  had  time  to  change  the  bag  of  .Venetians  1 

for  one  of  rupees,  which  was  not  a twentieth  part  * 
its  value.  1 he  gold  was  again  committed  to  Ibra- 
him’s waift,  and  the  filver  w^as  carelefsly  thrown  j 
into  one  of  the  trunks.  The  deception  fucceeded;  | 
and,  after  fome  altercation,  the  bag  was  produced  i 
from  tne  tiunk,  and  impofed  upon  Ally  for  the  one  i 

that 
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■|  that  he  had  felzed  upon.  The  bulk  was  nearly  the 
j fame,  though  nothing  but  the  confulion  he  was  in, 
I can  account  for  his  not  diftinguifhing  the  difference 
, between  the  weight  of  the  gold  and  filver.  Though 
this  action  was  nothing  lefs  than  a robbery,  thefe 
Arabs  were  willing  to  give  it  a more  favorable  ternij 
and  faid,  that  they  took  it  on  condition  of  providing 
us  with  a boat,  and  accelerating  our  departure. 
There  was  fomething  too  grofs  in  this  behavior  to 
I amufe  us  with  expedtation  5 but  we  were  as  ready 
j as  tliemfelves  to  fave  appearances,  and  to  conceal 
. our  mortification  at  being  fubjefted  to  fuch  vio- 
•:  lence.  Some  of  our  company  had  propofed  ma- 
. nual  refinance ; and  a muflcet  was  adtually  taken 
up  on  the  occafion,  which  was  laid  down  upon  a 
I convidlion  of  the  folly  of  oppofition,  where  our 
lives  were  not  concerned,  in  a country  fo  inimical 
to  Chriflians,  and  fo  fevere  in  its  decrees  againfl 
thofe,  who,  however  juftly,  have  dipped  their  hands 
in  the  blood  of  a Mahometan.  We  adopted  a 
middle  courfe,  and  fo  far  maintained  our  dignity,  as 
to  infill  upon  the  hoft’s  difmiffing  his  fervants  be- 
fore we  would  treat  with  him.  This  he  eafily  com- 
plied with,  and  received  the  bag  containing  eighty- 
feven  rupees,  with  many  aflurances  of  fidelity,  and 
promifes  to  effedl  our  deliverance  from  this  city. 

Our  hofl  juflified  the  opinion  we  entertained  of 
him.  So  far  from  keeping  his  word,  and  endea- 
voring to  ferve  us,  in  return  for  the  money  he 
had  extorted,  he  only  left  us,  to  contrive  fome 
method  to  make  fere  of  our  remaining  trcalure. 

In 
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in  lefs  than  half  an  hour  he  returned,  accompanied 
by  two  villalnsj  who  called  themfelves  the  fervanta 
of  the  Shaik  U1  Arab,  and  who  produced  a paper, 
which  they  termed  his  order  to  fearch  our  baggage* 
Though  we  could  not  but  doubt  the  authenticity  of 
this  paper,  we  were  far  from  oppofing  a meafure 
which  we  had  fo  often  folicited ; and  which  we 
hoped  would  deliver  us  from  further  perfecution  on 
this  head*  It  is  too  cutting  to  my  reflexion  to 
recount  the  particulars  of  this  ferutiny,  which  was 
condufted  rather  with  the  violence  and  indecency 
of  a robbery,  than  with  the  forms  of  a fearch*  Not 
a fingle  thing  efcaped  the  hands  of  thefe  fellows, 
that  was  of  the  lead  value*  Mr.  Hammond, 
among  other  articles,  lod  a pair  of  filver-mounted 
piftols,  w'hich  he  had  hitherto  preferved,  and  they 
plundered  the  major  of  his  filver  fpoons,  a filver 
urn  handfomely  chafed,  and  weighing  above  fifty 
ounces,  wliich  he  had  in  vain  concealed  within  fome 
kitchen  utenfils,  befides  a quantity  of  linen  to  a 
coniiderable  amount*  From  me  they  took  a filver 
hookah,  a fet  of  gold  buckles,  two  pieces  of  Indian 
handkerchiefs,  a gold  brocade  v/aiftcoat,  and  a 
Turkirii  gown,  wdiich,  at  the  lowed  calculation, 
were  v/orth  ico  dollars*  I left  the  room  while 
this  feene  was  tranfafting,  as  it  was  to  the  lad  de-^ 
gree  grating  to  my  nature,  to  behold,  Unrevenged, 
fo  daring  an  outrage  againd  all  divine  and  human 
laws.  They  retired  about  eight  o’clock  in  the 
evening,  loaded  with  their  fpcils,  and  we  threw 
ourfdves  upon  th.e  floor,  to  endeavor  to  get, fome 
7 repofe. 
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repofe,  after  a day  fpent  in  uproar,  altercation,  and 
fatigue : infomuch  that  we  had  not  leifnre  to  take  a 
proper  refrefliment.  It  is  no  wonder  if  our  reft 
was  diifurbed,  and  our  imagination  haunted  with 
gloomy  ideas,  under  fuch  peculiar  circumftances. 
W e could  obfcrve  from  our  windows  a ftrong  guard 
to  be  polled  about  the  hoiife,  with  camels  ready 
faddled  at  the  door,  but  for  what  purpofe  we  knew 
not;  whether  to  take  us  to  the  boat,  or  to  any  place 
more  fuitable  to  their  black  defigns.  We  were 
deprived  of  our  fervant,  who  iifed  to  provide  us 
with  the  necelTaries  of  life^  and  were  to  trull  to 
chance  for  the  morrow,  lliould  it  ever  dawn  upon 
our  eyes,  after  the  unparalleled  treatment  we  had 
fullered.  Guilt  might  poUibly  be  touched  by  the 
flings  of  dillrull  and  fear ; and  to  quiet  thefe  mo- 
nitors, it  was  uncertain  how  much  further  our  per- 
fecutors  would  plunge  themfelves  into  the  abyfs  of 
wickednefs.  In  tlie  variety  of  this  dillrefs,  life 
was  Hill  dear ; and,  diveded  as  it  was  of  eafe  and 
enjoyment,  we  llept  with  arms  in  our  hands,  to  pre- 
ferve  it  from  violence ! 


SATURDAY,  9th  August. 

% 

The  dawn  relieved  us  from  our  apprehenfions, 
but  found  us  in  all  the  agitations  of  fuljpence.  We 
were  diiefly  diftrelTed  at  the  ahfence  of  Abdul 
RulTar.  We  knew  not  what  mifchance  might  have 
befallen  him,  in  his  attempt  to  el'cape  the  death 

which 
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v/hich  was  intended  him ; and  we  were  at  a lofs  to  ' 
furnifli  ourfelves  with  provifion  for  the  day.  There 
was  a rifle  attended  the  going  abroad  of  Ibrahim, 
after  the  adventure  of  yefterday ; and  we  had  not 
much  dependence  on  the  charity  of  the  family, 
who  had  already  forfeited  every  pretenfion  to  hu-^ 
manity  in  our  eftimation.  We  had  luckily  a little 
coffee  left,  which  we  boiled,  and  made  out  a break- 
fafl:  with  the  ftale  bread  of  yefterday.  About  an 
hour  after  this,  a fervant  of  the  houfe  unexpect- 
edly brought  us  up  fome  milk  mixed  with  water, 
with  a fcanty  allowance  of  bread.  We  underftood 
tliat  we  were  indebted  to  our  hoft  for  this  meagre 
repaft,  but  we  neither  faw  him,  his  brother,  nor 
any  living  creatures  but  at  a diftance,  during  the 
whole  morning.  Among  thefe  were  our  kind 
friends  in  the  oppofite  houfe,  to  whom  only  we  now 
appear  to  be  of  the  leaft  confequence.  Thefe 
compaffionate  females  had  been  alarmed  at  the  tu- 
mult in  our  apartment  on  the  preceding  evening. 

I had  obferved  them,  at  the  time,  frequently  peep 
over  their  wall,  to  fee  v/hat  was  going  on,  and 
feemingly  anxious  about  the  confequences.  Nor 
had  they  exhaufted  their  attention  towards  us. 
At  the  ftill  hour  of  noon,  when  the  ftreets  are 
deferred  by  the  people,  they  came  to  their  terrace, 
and  with  fympathizing  looks  would  have  confoled 
our  fufferings.  Often  did  they  wipe  their  eyes 
which  were  fuffufed  with  tears,  and  as  often  did 
they  inquire,  by  the  moft  figniftcant  figns,  whether 
our  lives  had  been  endangered  during  the  tranfac- 
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tions  of  the  paft  day.  Notwithftandlng  our  forlorn 
condition,  we  fliould  have  little  deferred  the  name 
of  men,  if  this  behavior  had  failed  to  make  a fuit- 
able  impreflion  upon  our  minds.  Like  the  cordial 
which  is  adminiftered  to  the  dying  patient,  it  ferved 
to  revive  our  fpirits,  though  we  were  feniible  its 
effeifls  were  temporary  and  infufficient.  Their  ge- 
nerofity  was  equally  extended  to  our  wants.  Na- 
turally fuppofing  that  we  were  ftinted  in  our  nou- 
rilEment  in  fuch  an  inhofpitable  houfe,  thefe  affec- 
tionate fouls  threw  over  loaves  of  bread  and  boiled 
eggs,  tied  up  carefully  in  their  vails,  which  came 
fafely  to  us,  and  would  have  proved  a plentiful 
fupply,  if  fomething  extraordinary  had  not  dif- 
turbed  them  while  taken  up  with  this  charitable 
act.  We  are  apprehenfive  that  they  were  difcover- 
cd  affifting  us  by  their  keeper;  and,  as  they  did 
not  appear  to  us  again,  that  they  are  doomed  to 
ftricter  confinement,  for  exerting  an  impulfe  of  be- 
nevolence to  their  fellow-creatures  in  diftrefs ! No 
breaft  but  a Muffulman’s  could  harbor  a jealous 
thought  on  fuch  an  occafionj  or  confound  a princi- 
ple of  compaffion  with  an  amorous  inclination  to- 
wards perfons  in  our  fituation. 

About  two  o’clock  the  fame  fervant  whom  we 
had  feen  before,  brought  us  a wretched  compo- 
fition  of  eggs  and  oil,  which,  for  my  part,  I /ound 
it  was  impoffible  to  touch.  I was  content,  there- 
fore, to  adapt  my  meal  to  our  prifon,  and  dined 
upon  bread  and  water.  At  this  moment  we  had 
notice  given  us,  that  the  hakeem  and  his  train  were 
VoL.  I.  u below 
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below  (lairs,  and  that  he  piirpofed  to  remove  us  ia 
the  evening  from  this  hateful  habitation.  He  pre- 
fently  came  up  to  us,  to  confirm  this  agreeable  in- 
telligence, and  received  our  cordial  acknowledg- 
ments for  his  humane  intentions.  We  had  expe- 
rienced many  reverfes  of  fortune  fince  our  arrival 
in  this  country,  but  none  fo  fudden,  fo  unlooked- 
for,  as  the  prefeiit.  From  the  circumflances  which 
attended  the  hakeem’s  expulfion  yefterday,  we  little 
expe6led  to  fee  him  re-enter  the  houfe  in  triumph, 
and  refcue  us  from  the  force  which  had  fo  fuc- 
cefsfully  oppofed  him  before.  But  it  feems  that 
he  comes  armed  with  new  powers  from  the  fhaik, 
to  take  us  immediately  under  his  own  protedion. 
It  is  not  eafy  to  unravel  the  politics  of  this  (late; 
but  the  decifive  behavior  of  our  hold  lad  night, 
is  a prefumptive  evidence  of  his  authority  being 
about  to  draw  to  a conclufion.  He  has  plundered 
us  of  all  he  could  lay  his  hands  upon,  and  he  wifely 
abfents  himfelf  at  a period  when  he  either  cannot^ 
or  does  not  think  it  worth  his  while  to  detain  us. 
We  found  from  the  hakeem,  that  Abdul  RulTar  is 
fecurely  lodged  in  his  houfe,  tho’  his  legs  and  feet 
are  violently  contufed  by  the  fall.  We  are  happy 
in  his  fafety ; but  the  damage  which  this  faithful 
adherent  has  fuftained  in  our  caufe,  cannot  but 
ftrongly  afFe6l  us.  The  hakeem  now  bade  us  fare- 
well until  fun-fet,  when  he  promifed  to  return  with 
a camel  and  an  efcort,  to  convey  us  and  our  bag- 
gage to  a dwelling  of  his  own.  To  prevent  the 
family  from  giving  us  any  furdier  diilurbance,  he 
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left  a fervant  at  the  door  of  our  apartment,  whom 
he  directed  to  keep  watch  during  his  abfence. 

There  was  no  danger,  however,  of  our  being 
molefted  in  the  fmalleft  degree.  The  houfe  ap- 
peared to  be  abandoned  by  its  inhabitants;  and  this 
folitude  luckily  afforded  the  major  an  opportunity 
of  recovering  his  coflly  fword,  from  the  hole  in 
which  it  had  been  depolited.  This  he  once  more 
fewed  up  in  his  bed ; and  we  had  packed  up  the 
remains  of  our  baggage,  long  before  the  appointed 
hour  of  our  removal.  We  waited  with  great  pa- 
tience until  the  day  clofed,  and  it  was  quite  dark 
before  any  of  us  betrayed  the  leaft  uneafmefs  at 
die  hakeem  s ftay.  But  as  the  night  waxed  old, 
we  relapfed  into  die  dreadful  ftate  of  uncertainty 
which  we  had  fo  repeatedly  known.  We  had  not 
a doubt  of  the  veracity  of  the  hakeem ; but  we  be- 
gan to  fufpedl  that  our  enemies  had  prevailed 
againft  him,  either  by  fecret  intrigues  or  open  vio- 
lence. We  were  apprized  of  their  animofity,  and 
we  had  every  thing  to  dread  from  their  fuccefs.  It 
was  ten  o’clock  before  this  gloomy  profpedl  was 
diffipated,  by  the  arrival  of  the  hakeem.  Ele  came 
attended  by  a party  of  foldiers,  and  a camel  to 
tranfport  our  baggage.  The  villain  Ally  had  now 
the  alfurance  to  fhew  himfelf,  and  to  fuperintend 
the  removal  of  our  things.  Before  we  went  out, 
the  hakeem  obliged  us  to  prime  our  fire-arms 
anew,  and  dropped  certain  expreffions  which  feemed 
to  Ibrahim  to  imply  danger  on  the  road.  Had  we 
:been  convinced  of  an  ambufcadc  being  laid  for  us, 
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we  fhould  rather  have  preferred  to  encounter  it, 
now  we  were  patronized  by  the  government,  than 
to  have  remained  in  an  houfe,  which  had  been  a 
fcenc  of  mortification  and  deceit  to  us.  The  die 
was  caft,  and  we  were  to  abide  by  its  decifion ; 
which  we  did,  by  marching  after  our  camel  and 
fervants,  who  helped  to  carry  the  baggage,  accom- 
panied by  the  hakeem  and  his  guard.  Each  of  the 
fervants  took  a lighted  taper  in  his  hand,  and,  to 
heighten  the  feene,  we  were  enjoined  profound 
filence.  In  this  manner  did  we  traverfe  a number 
of  ftreets,  each  of  which  we  found  fecured  by  a 
gate ; and  after  going  above  half  a mile,  arrived  at 
tlic  place  of  our  deftination  about  eleven  o’clock, 
without  having  met  with  any  interruption.  We 
were  introduced  by  the  hakeem  to  our  lodging,  and 
after  palling  through  a large  court,  were  carried  up 
flairs  to  a fmall,  but  airy,  bed-room.  Our  bag- 
gage was  alfo  brought  up,  and  depofited  in  a back- 
room, where  the  fervants  are  to  fleep.  The  friendly 
hakeem  now  took  his  leave  of  us,  and  fixing  a 
Gentry  at  our  door  to  protedl  us,  left  us  to  enjoy 
almoft  the  only  found  refl  we  had  known  fince  our 
departure  from  Cofire. 


SUNDAY,  loth  August. 

Here  are  we,  after  all  our  difficulties  and  dangers, 
fafely  pounded  within  the  precin6ls  of  an  haram. 
Such,  on  our  awaking  this  morning,  did  we  find 

the 


letter  II.  293 

the  houfe  we  were  got  into.  It  is  an  antique  flruc- 
ture,  much  in’iured  by  time,  and  ftands  upon  a fpa- 
cious  foundation,  though  the  apartments  are  fmall, 
and  huddled  together  after  the  mode  of  thefe 
eaftern  piles  of  lafeivioufnefs.  Around  our  cham- 
ber the  floor  is  raifed  about  two  feet  from  the 
ground,  which  ferves  us  to  eat  upon  by  day,  and 
to  fleep  luxurioufly  upon  by  night.  Hence  we 
have  a fine  view  of  the  river,  from  which  we  are 
but  two  or  three  ftreets  diftant.  It  is  here  feem- 
ingly  lefs  than  a mile  in  breadth,  and  difeovers  it- 
felf  through  different  openings  in  the  gardens,  with 
which  this  city  is  adorned.  The  wind  from  the 
north-weft  now  prevails,  and  meets  the  current, 
which  runs  with  the  utmoft  rapidity  towards  the 
fea.  This  produces  a fine  effe6l.  The  town  lines 
this  fide  of  the  Nile,  and  the  oppofite  bank,  is  bor- 
dered by  a mountain,  which  at  one  place  breaks 
off  abruptly,  and  difclofes  a large  plain,  covered 
with  enclofures  of  grain,'  and  here  and  there  embel- 
liflied  with  groves  of  date  and  orange  trees.  While 
we  were  indulging  ourfelves  with  this  profpe6t, 
we  had  a vifit  from  the  friendly  hakeem,  who 
feemed  alarmed  at  our  expofing  ourfelves  to  pub- 
lic view,  and  haftily  (hut  our  windows.  He  ex- 
cufed  this  check  to  our  curiofity,  from  the  neceflity 
there  was  for  us  to  remain  in  privacy  until  the  ar- 
rival of  his  mafter,  or  of  further  orders  from  him 
refpeefting  our  concerns.  W^e  could  not  but  ac- 
quiefee  in  this  meafure ; and  after  bidding  us  to  re- 
}y  on  the  juftice  of  the  Shaik  U1  Arab,  he  left  us 
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to  partake  of  a meal  of  good  bread  and  milk,  which 
his  domeftics  had  provided  for  us.  Our  breakfaft 
was  fcarcely  over,  when  the  hakeem  fent  for  Ibra- 
him, to  attend  him  at  his  own  houfe,  AVe  expert 
this  interview  will  determine  fomething  pofitivc 
about  our  fate. 

When  we  left  Cofire,  we  laid  our  account  that 
our  troubles  would  end  with  our  ]ourney  to  the 
Nile.  ^Vho  could  have  dreamt  that  after  efcaping 
the  perils  of  the  defart,  we  fliould  be  reduced  to 
defpair  in  a populous  city ! It  were  better  that  our 
had  been  funk  to  the  bottom  of  the  Red- 
Sea,  than  that  It  fliould  have  afforded  us  a trifling 
part  of  the  uneafinefs  we  have  fuft'ered.  Prifoners 
for  ten  days  in  a private  houfe,  where  each  mo- 
ment was  impoifoned  by  the  uncertainty  of  our 
deftiny,  we  were  now,  perhaps,  in  a more  honor- 
able confinement  in  the  hands  of  government, 
which  we  fhrewdly  fufpea;  afferts  our  caufe,  ra' 
ther  from  a defire  of  recovering  the  plunder  for 
itfelf,  than  of  doing  juftice  to  us.  But  we  are 
content  if  our  departure  can  be  purchafed  at  fo  low 
a price. 

We  were  anxious  to  fee  Abdul  Ruflar,  whofe 
ankles  we  find  are  much  more  flrajned  by  his  fall, 
than  were  at  firfl;  reported.  But  he  is  not  to  be 
moved  here  until  the  evening,  when  we  fhall  be  able 
to  adminifter  fuch  relief  to  him,  as  is  in  our  power 
to  do.  At  one  o’clock  Ibrahim  returned  to  us, 
and  we  undcrlland  that  the  hakeem  has  got  out  of 
him  all  our  Ioffes,  not  excepting  the  other  night’s 
^ pillage. 
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pillage,  which  he  had  at  firft  determined  to  con- 
ceal. And  with  fome  reafon,  as  the  villains 
threatened  our  lives  if  we  divulged  it  to  any  one. 
But  Ibrahim- fays,  there  was  no  one  prefent  at  the 
examination,  but  a Chriftian  fecretary,  who  took, 
it  down,  and  the  hakeem  privately  afliired  him, 
that  his  mafter  would  give  orders  to  feize  the  rob- 
bers, and  make  them  reftore  their  booty.  God 
only  knows  the  termination  of  this  matter ; but, 
for  our  parts,  we  would  compromife  to  efcape  with 
our  prefent  damages.  We  now  ate  heartily  of  a 
plentiful  meal,  which  Ibrahim  had  provided  for 
us.  Mutton,  fifh,  and  vegetables,  are  very  cheap 
here,  and  no  European  could  complain  of  their 
manner  of  dreffing  their  food. 

We  faw  nobody  during  the  evening,  but  the 
fervants  belonging  to  the  houfe.  But  we  received 
a complimentary  meffage  from  the  , hakeem,  with 
notice  of  his  mafter  s approach,  who  is  expefted 
here  immediately.  Thefe  are  welcome  tidings  to 
us,  who  have  no  idea  of  getting  away,  until  the  ar- 
rival of  this  great  man.  It  is^our  plan  to  be  rid 
of  this  place  as  foon  as  poftlble  5 and  we  propofe  to 
make  a tender  to  the  fhaik  of  all  he  may  recover 
on  our  accounts.  Happy,  if  we  have  the  luck  to 
efcape  without  further  pillage. 

In  order  that  we  might  enjoy  the  benefit  of  a 
cool  wind,  and  a moon-light  evening,  we  went  to 
bed  very  early,  as  we  had  been  defired  not  to  open 
our  windows  until  the  lights  were  extinguifhed. 

And  now  an  adventure  occurred,  which  was  ro- 
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mantic  to  the  laft  degree,  and  bore  a refemblancc 
to  thofe  feigned  ones,  portrayed  by  the  inimitable 
pencil  of  Cervantes.  I was  awakened  out  of  a 
Ibund  nap  about  ten  o’clock,  by  a loud  knocking 
at  the  gate,  which  fecures  the  upper  end  of  the 
ftreet  we  live  in.  I found  my  companions  had  been 
difturbed  by  the  fame  noife,  and  were  equally  fur- 
prized  with  myfelf  at  the  ftrangenefs  of  it.  Pre- 
lently  after  the  gate  was  opened,  and  a number  of 
J^eople  aflembled  before  our  houfe,  whom  we  could 
difcern  by  the  light  of  the  moon,  difpofing  them- 
felves  in  different  fitiiations  on  the  ground,  and 
converfing  with  great  earneftnefs  and  vociferation. 
While  we  were  pondering  on  the  iflue  of  this  bufi- 
nefs,  which  had  an  alarming  appearance  at  fuch  an 
hour  of  the  night,  when  we  knew  our  refidence 
was  meant  to  be  kept  fecrct,  and  that  our  lives 
might  be  fought  by  the  villains  whom  we  had 
iniormed  againft,  I went  out  on  the  back  terrace, 
to  awake  the  guaj  d,  which  was  ftationed  to  protect 
us,  when  fuddenly  a band  of  mufic  flriick  up  with- 
out, and  recalled  me  to  the  fcene  of  a6lion.  This 
band  was  compofed  of  firing,  wind,  and  parchment 
inflruments,  and  though  the  harmony  was  none  of 
the  befl,  it  could  not  fail  to  have  a fingular  effect 
upon  our  imaginations,  haunted  as  they  were  with 
doubts  and  apprehenfions.  A.  fingle  voice  fome- 
times  accompanied  the  mufic,  which  was  in  general 
of  a melancholy  flrain.  This  ferenade  lafted  until 
midnight,  and  when  the  moon  went  down,  it  was 
continued  by  torch-light.  But  the  intent  of  it  we 
• are 
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are  utterly  at  a lofs  to  difcover.  Whether  to  cele- 
brate a marriage,  or  a funeral,  or  whether  it  was 
performed  by  the  hakeem’s  guard,  to  divert  their 
mailer  or  ourfelves.  It  was  one  o’clock  before  the 
night  was  reftored  to  its  ufual  quiet;  at  which 
time  I fell  afleep,  but  had  my  repofe  dillurbed  by 
the  extravagance  of  fancy,  which  brought  a motley 
jumble  to  my  mind,  of  mufic,  harams,  arms,  capti- 
vity, and  im.palTable  walles ! 


MONDAY,  nth  August. 

This  day  was  the  moll  barren  of  incidents  of  any 
that  we  have  long  experienced.  Not  a melTage,  nor 
the  leall  intelligence  from  the  hakeem,  in  regard  to 
our  affairs.  This  has  at  leall  a good  appearance.  He 
means,  perhaps,  to  wait  the  arrival  of  his  mailer, 
inftead  of  deceiving  us  with  the  hopes  of  his  own 
interpofition,  and  obtaining  prefents  from  us  on  that 
fcore,  like  the  vizier  and  the  people  into  whofe 
hands  we  at  firll  fell.  We  learn  from  Ibrahinn, 
that  the  rude  concert  lall  night  was  intended  for  the 
hakeem’s  entertainment,  who  is  our  neighbor,  and 
who  fate  fmoking  and  drinking  coffee  with  his  wo- 
men the  greatell  part  of  the  night.  Tliis  is  a fa- 
vorite diverlion  with  the  Arabs  and  Turks,  who 
keep  themfelves  Hill  during  the  heat  of  the  day, 
and  enjoy  the  cool  hours  of  the  night,  and  the  fe- 
rene  light  of  the  moon,  with  a relilh  unknown  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  inclement  north.  Thofe  only 
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who  have  partaken  of  this  enchanting  fcene,  under 
a fky  ftill  unclouded,  can  form  an  idea  of  its  luxury; 
where  the  very  dews  are  genial,  and  the  night- 
breeze  carries  a temperate  coolnefs  on  its  wing. 
And  this  feafon  fiivors  more  the  bringing  of  their 
women  info  view ; when  filence  and  folitude  pre- 
vail without,  and  afford  them  the  felfifli  fatisfaftion 
of  beholding  beauty,  without  the  intrufion  of  a 
rival,  and  tafting  of  its  charms  with  the  avarice  of 
mifers. 

At  four  o’clock  we  had  a vifit  from  the  hakeem, 
who  only  ftaid  to  enquiue  after  our  healths,  and  to 
reaffure  us  of  his  proteftion.  We  had  determined 
on  making  this  man  a prefent,  to  fecure  his  further 
good  offices,  and  finding  that  he  was  averfe  to  tak- 
ing any  thing  but  money,  we  fent  him  twenty-one 
Venetians  by  Ibrahim,  with  an  apology  for  the 
fmallnefs  of  the  donation,  which  had  been  bounded 
by  our  poverty.  To  our  great  joy,  our  domeftic, 
Abdul  Ruffiir,  returned  with  Ibrahim  from  the  ha- 
keem’s houfe.  He  was  obliged  to  be  moved  in 
the  arms  of  the  fervants,  though  we  are  pleafed  to 
find  that  his  hurts  do  not  portend  any  ill  effeds. 
One  of  his  ankles  is  quite  reduced,  and  the  other 
promifes  fair  to  admit  of  his  getting  abroad  in  a 
few  days. 


TUESDAY, 
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TUESDAY,  1 2th  August. 

The  indifpofition  of  Abdul  Ruflar  has  already 
proved  very  inconvenient  to  us.  Our  filver  is  ex- 
pended, and  we  are  at  a lofs  to  exchange  our  gold 
for  dollars,  or  to  gain  any  intelligence  of  what  is 
pairing  without  doors,  during  this  poor  creature’s 
confinement.  He  often  cautions  us  againft  truh- 
ing  any  of  his  countrymen  in  matters  of  fuch  im- 
portance; fenfible  as  he  is  of  their  want  of  charity 
for  Chriftians.  As  for  Ibrahim,  he  is  as  much  a 
prifoner  as  ourfelves.  The  hakeem  tells  him,  that 
he  cannot  anfwer  for  his  fafety,  until  the  fliaik  re- 
turns, fhould  he  fall  in  the  way  of  our  old  holf  and 
his  gang.  We  are  too  well  afeertained,  from  ocu- 
lar proof,  of  the  little  order  which  fubfifts  here  in 
the  abfence  of  the  chief,  to  doubt  it.  We  learn 
that  his  return  is  anxioufly  expedted  by  the  whole 
city,  and  cannot  be  very  diftant,  if  we  may  truft  to 
the  information  of  Abdul  Rufiar,  who  fays,  fuch  is 
the  temper  of  this  people,  and  fuch  the  inftability 
of  this  government,  fliould  the  lhaik  remain  for 
any  length  of  time  in  another  place,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Ghinnah  would  throw  off  all  fubmilTion  to 
his  officers,  and  fall  to  cutting  each  other’s  throats. 
What  a blefled  land  have  we  dropped  into ! What 
a race  are  we  amongft ! who  are  only  to  be  ruled 
by  the  fword,  and  to  be  taught  humanity  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  their  blood ! 
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We  had  fcarcely  breakfafted  when  the  hakeem 
entered  oiir  apartment,  accompanied  by  a man 
whom  we  had  frequently  feen  at  Cofire.  He  had 
been  afTiduous  in  his  vifits  to  us  there,  and  had 
proffered  us  the  ufe  of  his  houfe  during  our  flay  at 
Ghinnah.  This  the  fhaik  of  Cofire  prevented  by 
his  intrigues,  and  the  man  arrived  here  yefterday  in 
the  caravan.  We  find  he  is  a merchant  of  this 
city,  and  though,  agreeably  to  the  mo^e  of  Arabian 
travellers,  he  was  wont  to  affume  a poor  habit  at 
Cofire,  we  now  faw  him  in  a creditable  drefs,  and 
feemingly  on  an  intimate  footing  with  the  hakeem. 
He  lamented  our  misfortunes,  which  were  the 
common  topic  of  converfation,  and  reproached  us 
for  not  having  accepted  of  his  offers  of  affiftance. 
Though  he  muft  have  been  fenfible  that  we  did  not 
merit  this  reproach,  while  our  condu6t  v/as  direfled 
by  another,  and  though  we  have  caufe  to  be  on  our 
guard  againft  the  profelfions  of  an  Arabian,  there 
is  little  doubt  but  we  fhould  have  fared  better  un- 
der this  man’s  proteftion,  than  in  the  vile  hands  we 
tell  into.  Our  prefent  fituation  is  far  from  being 
difagreeable.  The  hakeem  is  civil  and  attentive 
to  us,  and  at  the  fame  time  does  not  peiler  us  with 
his  company,  or  folicit  us  for  prefents.  From  this 
conduct  we  draw  more  favorable  omens,  than  from 
any  incident  fince  the  change  of  our  fituation  ; and 
as  he  confirms  the  report  of  the  fhaik’s  approach, 
we  endeavor  to  refign  ourfelves  with  patience,  for 
the  accomplifhment  of  that  defirable  event.  It 
pray  be,  that  our  releafe  will  be  at  laft  owing  to  th? 
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interpofidon  of  Mr.  Baldwin  at  Cairo.  We  have 
great  expectations  that  our  letters  are  both  fafely 
delivered  to  him.  The  reward  of  five  dollars, 
which  is  to  attend  the  receipt  of  each,  is  the 
ftrongeft  incentive  that  could  be  devifed  to  fecure 
the  fidelity  of  the  meflengers.  But  fortune  has 
been  fo  much  out  of  humor  with  us  of  late,  that  we 
cannot  promife  ourfelves  a return  of  her  fmiles,  un- 
til they  beam  upon  us. 

Juft  as  we  had  laid  down  to  reft,  there  was  a 
knocking  at  the  outward  gate,  which  we  found  to 
be  made  by  the  hakeem,  who  came  to  borrow  one 
of  our  fufees.  He  was  mounted  on  a fine  horfe, 
which  I obferved  from  the  window,  and  was  accom- 
panied by  a party  of  armed  men  on  foot.  He 
fent  us  word,  that  he  was  going  about  the  town  to 
preferve  peace  and  good  order  j which  is  a ne- 
ceflary  praftice  in  cities  better  regulated  than 
Ghinnah. 


WEDNESDAY,  13th  August. 

We  are  obliged  to  be  early  rifers,  in  order  to  re- 
ceive the  company  that  wait  upon  us  during  the 
cool  of  the  morning.  We  have  generally  finiflied 
our  breakfaft  by  feven  o’clock,  and  at  that  hour 
to-day  we  were  fummoned  by  our  fervants  to  the 
back  terrace,  which  commands  a noble  view  of  the 
river,  to  fee  a number  of  boats  under  fail.  Thefe 
•we  learnt  were  the  Banute  fleet,  which  arrived  here 
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two  days  after  us ; with  the  foldiers  of  which  our 
holl,  the  vizier,  and  others,  had  alarmed  us,  and 
forced  us  to  pay  down  a fum  of  money,  which  was 
falfely  charged  to  their  account.  They  are  going 
down  to  Jirje,  and  being  chiefly  gallies,  painted, 
and  gilt,  and  adorned  with  rtreamers,  they  cut  no 
contemptible  appearance  in  falling  down  with  the 
ftream,  to  the  amount  of  twenty  boats.  We  de- 
feried  armed  troops  on  the  poop  of  each  galley, 
and  lieard  the  drums  beating  to  arms  on  board, 
'i'here  is  a myllery  in  the  accounts  of  thefe  Banute 
people,  wJiich  w'e  cannot  unravel.  Immediately 
after  their  departure,  we  had  a vifit  from  the  ha« 
keem,  who  threw  open  the  windows  of  our  apart- 
ments, and  told  us  with  a chearful  air,  that  we  had 
now  nothing  to  fear,  as  the  Banute  people,  who  are 
a fet  of  thieves,  and  apt  to  plunder  defencelefs  vef- 
fcls  on  the  river,  were  failed  for  Jirje.  This  de- 
feription  neither  anfwers  the  fcay  which  thefe  people 
made  here,  nor  the  good  condition  of  their  boats, 
which  is  far  from  befpeaking  them  to  be  a needy 
race.  We  therefore  enquired  of  the  hakeem  of  the 
origin  and  government  of  Banute  ; and  were  told, 
that  it  formerly  belonged  to  his  mafter,  the  Shaik 
U1  Arab,  but  had  lately  been  taken  poflefTion  of  by 
the  Turks.  This  confirmed  us  in  a vague  report 
we  had  heard,  of  Banute  being  really  in  the  hands 
of  Ibrahim  Beg.  It  might  confequently  be,  that 
the  hakeem  wifhed  for  his  mafter’s  return,  that 
juftice  might  be  done  us  ere  we  proceeded  to 
Cairo  i and  was  willing  to  conceal  us  from  the 
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Turks,  whom  he  artfully  reprefented  as  robbers,  to 
prevent  our  applying  to  them  for  a paflage.  So 
ftrongly  had  this  prepolTeflion  taken  hold  of  our 
minds,  that  fome  among  us  were  not  wanting  to 
lament  our  ignorance  of  this  circumftance,  and  to 
confider  the  departure  of  the  Banute  fleet,  as  a pre- 
cluflon  to  the  efcape  which  vve  had  fo  long  me- 
ditated. 

At  five  o’clock  the  hakefem  paid  us  a fecond  vi- 
fit,  in  which  he  was  accom.panied  by  two  confi- 
derable  merchants  of  the  town.  They  all  pro- 
duced letters  from  the  fhaik,  which  they  told  us 
relpeifled  our  loflTes,  and  his  coming  to  redrefs  our 
wrongs.  When  the  merchants  took  their  leave, 
the  hakeem  afked  us,  whether  we  were  inclined  to 
take  a walk  with  him  to  the  river-fide.  This 
agreeable  invitation  my  companions  v/ere  obliged 
to  decline,  as  the  rafcals  who  plundered  our  trunks, 
had  not  left  them  a Turkifli  gown : but  I readily 
accepted  of  ’it,  as  I had  a gown  that  luckily  ef- 
caped  their  Larch.  It  is  eafy  to  conceiv'-e  the  joy  I 
felt  at  being  reftored  to  the  freedom  of  the  air,  after 
our  perilous  confinement : not  to  mention  the  good 
face  which  our  affairs  affumed  by  this  flep,  as  the 
people’s  intentions  mufl:  appear  to  be  honeft,  who 
expofed  us  to  the  eyes  of  the  town.  I accordingly 
arrayed  myfelf  in  the  beft  manner,  and  followed  the 
hakeem,  attended  by  my  European  fervant  and 
Ibrahim.  As  we  walked  towards  tlie  river,  we 
were  accompanied  by  a crowd  of  people,  who  be- 
haved themiclves  very  refpeftfully  ; awed,  perhaps, 
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by  the  prefence  of  the  hakeem  and  his  guard.  We 
foon  left  the  town,  and  afcended  a dyke  which  is 
thrown  round  it,  to  prevent  it  fuftering  by  the  inun- 
dations of  the  Nile.  I had  the  good  fortune  to  be 
witnefs  to  the  commencement  of  this  periodical 
phenomenon,  by  mere  chance.  From  the  dyke  we 
defcended  to  the  river,  by  a pier  that  extends  itfelf 
to  the  natural  ftrand,  and  meafures  fome  hundreds 
of  yards  in  length.  At  the  extremity  of  this  pier 
we  featcd  ourfelves  on  carpets,  which  were  fpread 
for  us  on  the  ground,  and  i had  full  leifure  to  fur- 
vey  the  objeils  around  me,  the  noveiiy  and  beauty 
of  whicli  equally  engaged  my  admiration.  The 
Nile  is  originally  of  a tolerable  breadth  here,  and  at 
other  feafons  would  not  difappoint  the  traveller  in 
his  expectations  of  fo  celebrated  a ftream.  But  two 
days  ago  it  began  to  affume  a grander  afpedt.  The 
kitchen-gardens  which  fupply  the  town,  and  fland 
in  the  low  grounds,  are  already  overflown  and  fe- 
veral  channels  are  opened  in  the  bank,  through 
which  the  waters  rulh  with  great  rapidity,  and  pro- 
mife  by  to-imorrow  night  to  fpread  themfelves  to 
the  dyke,  which  is  at  leaft  a quarter  of  a mile  diftant. 
The  fame  effefls  feem  to  have  been  produced  on 
the  oppofite  fide  ^ where  I obferved  the  country  to  be 
overflown  even  to  the  mountain’s  edge,  and  the  rifl- 
ing lands  to  appear  like  iflands  in  the  w^aters.  In 
mid-channcl  the  ftream  runs  with  amazing  force  ; 
carrying  down  ruflies,  bufnes,  and  frag,ments  of 
trees,  whlcij  ch'*  floods  have  fwept  away  with  them 
from  the  heights,  and  will  in  a few  days  difeharge 

into 


LETTER  IT. 


305 

into  the  Mediterranean.  The  fun  was  fallen  be- 
hind the  hills  on  the  weftern  banks,  from  whofe 
burniflied  tops  a dazzling  radiance  played  upon  the 
ruffled  waters.  The  boats  glided  along  their  curl- 
incr  furface : the  date-groves  rung  with  the  amo- 
rous  cooings  of  a thoufand  doves,  and  the  cattle 
lowed  in  the  diftant  dale.  The  charms  of  this 
lovely  evening  are  beyond  my  art  to  depI6lure,  but 
they  will  be  ever  faithfully  imprinted  on  my  ima- 
gination. At  dufk  we  returned  homeward,  and  I 
could  obtain  but  a very  imperfeft  fight  of  Ghinnah 
from  this  point  of  viewj  as  it  ftretches  towards 
the  river  like  the  end  of  a Turkifh  (Upper,  and  is 
fcreened  by  the  dyke  from  the  eye.  We  paifed  by 
a bridge  on  our  way  back,  turned  on  a fingle  arch 
over  a creek  v/here  the  boats  lie,  and  which  appears 
to  be  a modern  work  of  no  elegant  defign 

I found 

* It  may  not  prove  unpleafing  to  the  reader,  to  compare 
the  obfervaiions  of  other  travellers  on  this  place  and  its  neigh- 
borhood. As  we  pafTed  over  the  defart  between  Cofire  and 
Ghinnah,  we  can  confirm  the  aflertion  of  Captain  Norden,  that 
there  are  no  remains  of  the  ancient  canal  mentioned  by  Hero- 
dotus and  others,  to  have  been  dug  for  conveying  goods  from 
the  Nile  to  the  Red-fea.  Ghinnah  and  its  environs  are  Hill 
noted  for  manufafturing  the  bell  earthen-ware  in  Egypt  ; in 
the  bottoms  of  which,  the  fame  peculiarity  fubfills  as  related  by 
Dr.  Pococke. 

“ At  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  there  came  on  a calm, 
which  obliged  us  to  land  cn  the  lame  fide,  a little  below  Gienc, 
or  Kienc,  a town,  which  is  not  at  prefent  very  confiderable, 
but  which  has,  however,  a mofque.  There  was  formerly  in 
this  place  a great  commerce  j for  they  had  made  a road  which 
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I found  myfelf  rather  fatigued  from  my  walk, 
and  was  glad  of  the  approach  of  our  hour  of  re- 
led to  Cjiftre,  a port  of  the  Rcd-fea ; and  in  three  days  they 
eroded  the  defarts  of  Thebais.  Bat  at  prefent  this  route  is  not 
fecure,  on  account  of  the  robbers. 

I had  been  told  much  of  the  antiquities  of  this  place, 
which  engaged  me  to  go  thither ; but  I found  nothing  there. 
The  inhabitants  themfelves  of  the  place  could  give  me  no  ac- 
count of  them.  In  vain  did  I feek  for  the  anlient  canal  that 
was  dug  for  conveying  merchandizes  to  the  Red-fea,  and  for 
bringing  others  from  thence  by  this,  means.  I did  not  perceive 
the  lead  mark  of  it,  neither  in  the  town,  nor  in  the  adjacent 
places.  It  is  in  this  town  they  celebrate  every  year  the  great 
feftival,  at  which  the  Bey  of  Girge  is  commonly  prefent ; but 
not  without  having  lirit  obtained  permiflion  from  the  Arab 
princes  or  Schechs. 

“ I perceived  that  all  the  neighboring  places  of  Giene  were 
covered  with  all  forts  of  plants,  fuch  as  pompions,  coloquinti- 
das,  and  others,  which  were,  for  the  mod  part,  unknown  to  me. 
As  I did  not  fee  any  corn  there,  I imagined  that  they  had  cut 
it ; and  that  the  plants  which  I perceived,  were  the  fccond 
produft  of  the  ground.' 

“ There  were  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  town  divers  ponds, 
in  which  water  was  preferved  after  the  inundation ; but  it  was 
not  good  for  drinking.  It  had  a brackifh  tade,  which  it 
takes  from  the  foil  itfelf ; and  indeed  the  inhabitants  do  not 
ufe  it  for  any  other  purpofe  than  watering  their  grounds,  and 
giving  drink  to  their  cattle.” 

Norden’s  Travels  in  Eg)'pt,  ^c.  vol.  ii. 
We  now  purfued  our  voyage  with  a fine  wind,  and  pafl'ed 
by  the  canal  that  goes  to  the  city  of  Coptos,  which  is  at  pre- 
fent remarkable  for  making  the  bed  earthen-ware  in  Egypt,  it 
being  very  light  and  much  edeemed  ; but  they  could  never  be 
prevailed  on  to  make  the  vafes  with  broad  bottoms,  that  they 
might  dand  without  danger  of  falling  fo  that  the  people  arc 
obliged  to  fet  them  in  wooden  frames.” 

Pococke’s  Travels,  chap.  vi. 
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pofe,  which,  for  want  of  candle-light,  we  are 
obliged  to  anticipate  as  foon  as  the  day  is  clofed* 
But  we  were  awakened  from  our  firft  deep  by  the 
founds  of  tinkling  inftruments,  accompanied  by  a 
chorus  of  female  voices.  I looked  out  of  the  win- 
dow, and  faw  a band  of  thirty  damfels  at  lead:, 
come  tripping  towards  us,  with  meafured  paces,  and 
animated  geflures.  The  moon  fhone  very  bright, 
and  we  had  a full  view  of  them,  from  their  entering 
the  gate  of  our  ftreet,  until  they  reached  our  houfe„ 
Here  they  flopped,  and  fpreading  themfelves  in  a 
circle  before  the  door,  renewed  the  dance  and  fong 
with  infinite  fpirit,  and  recalled  to  our  minds  the 
piccure  which  is  fo  fully  given  of  thefe  dancing  fe- 
males in  holy  writ.  After  they  had  favored  us  a 
few  minutes  with  their  lively  performance,  they 
moved  on  to  the  hakeem’s  houfe,  and  ferenading 
him  with  an  air  or  two,  this  joyous  band  quitted 
our  quarter,  and  went,  as  the  dying  founds  in- 
formed us,  to  awaken  the  other  flumberers  of  the 
town,  to  melody  and  joy  ! Thefe  are  certainly  the 
defendants  of  the  women  of  Ifrael,  whofe  beauty 
and  fkill  gladdened  the  heart  of  the  fapient  king.- 
d'he  dancincy  girls  of  India  are  not  to  be  fpoken  of 
at  the  fame  time : they  are  but  an  illegitimate  race, 
were  their  excellencies  to  be  compared  with  thofe 
of  the  nymphs  of  the  Nile.  Had  thefe  figures  pre- 
fented  themfelves  to  me  in  a vifion,  I fhould  have 
concluded  that  they  were  the  fair  inhabitants  of  our 
manfion,  who  were  come  to  demand  the  reftitution 

of  their  late  pofTeffions ! 
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THURSDAY,  14th  August. 

We  were  impatient  to  know  the  caufe  of  the 
agreeable  difturbance  w^e  met  with  laft  night,  and 
learnt  from  one  of  our  guard,  that  the  dancing  girls 
obferve  the  ceremony  we  were  witneis  to,  on  the 
firft  vifible  rife  of  the  Nile.  It  feems  that  they  took 
our  houfe  in  their  way  to  the  river,  where  they  went 
down  to  bathe  at  that  late  hour,  and  to  fing  the 
praifes  of  the  benevolent  Power,  who  yearly  diftri- 
butcs  his  waters  to  fupply  the  necelTities  of  the  na- 
tive. 

It  is  defigned,  to  all  appearance,  that  we  fliall 
meet  with  no  friends  in  this  inhofpirable  region,  or 
immediately  lofe  the  proteftion  of  thofe  who  have 
difplayed  a ray  of  humanity  for  us.  We  were  but 
this  morning  congratulating  ourfelves,  on  having 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  a good  man,  who  has  not 
only  refeued  us  frorn  the  houfe  of  a villain,  but  has 
even  fheltered  us  under  his  own  roof.  He  had  yef- 
terday  admired  a couple  of'  carpets  belonging  to 
Mr.  Hammond  and  me.  We  had  fent  them  to 
him  after  breakfaft,  when  he  paid  us  a vifit  to 
thank  us  for  our  attention.  He  came  efcorted  by 
a large  train,  little  dreaming  how  fliortly  his  glories 
would  fet,  which  now  flione  forth  in  meridian 
luftre,  The  change  in  his  foi  tune  was  announced 
to  us  about  five  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  fe- 
vcral  itrange  fervants  came  to  our  houfe.  Their 
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#rrand  was  to  advife  us  of  the  approach  of  a new 
hakeem,  who  was  fent  by  the  fliaik  to  difplace  our 
friend,  and  meant  to  take  up  his  quarters  for  the 
night,  in  the  back  part  of  our  habitation.  While 
we  were  forming  conjedlures  on  this  fudden  event, 
feveral  of  the  principal  merchants  of  the  town  vi- 
fited  us,  to  confirm  the  news.  They  allured  us, 
that  the  fhaik  had  particularly  charged  this  nev/  of- 
ficer with  our  affairs,  and  had  difmiffed  the  old  ha- 
keem from  his  employment,  for  having  buffered 
European  travellers  to  be  plundered,  and  detained 
within  his  jurifdidtion.  In  our  own  minds,  we 
would  readily  have  difpenfed  with  this  feverity,  to  a 
man  who  had  rendered  us  the  molt  material  fer- 
vices.  Moreover,  we  could  not  but  fufpetff,  that 
the  intereft  of  the  vizier,  and  others  who  had  bene- 
fited by  our  arrival,  had  prevailed  againft  the  more 
honeft  cliaradler  that  had  exerted  itfelf  in  our  be- 
half. This  reflection  w'ounded  us  deeply,  as  the 
truth  of  it  might  reduce  us  to  our  former  defperate 
fituation.  Confidering  the  bad  treatment  we  had 
met  with,  it  is  not  flrange  that  we  fhould  be  jealous 
of  any  innovation  in  the  proteflion  which  had  been 
lately  extended  to  us  j and,  in  our  experience  of 
this  tribe,  that  we  fhould  doubt  of  finding  a fe- 
cond  man  of  moderation  among  the  officers  of  go- 
vernment. 

About  fun-fet  the  new  hakeem  arrived,  and  fent 
us  word  that  he  was  ready  to  receive  us.  This  is 
the  firft  vifit  we  had  paid  to  another.  We  found 
kim  feated  upon  a carpet  on  the  back  terrace,  with 
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a crowd  of  people  about  him.  He  Is  an  elderly 
man,  tall,  thin,  and  of  a mean  appearance  j diftant 
in  his  behavior,  and  feemingly  full  of  his  own  con- 
fequence.  This  may  pofTibly  arife  from  the  low- 
. nefs  of  his  origin,  which  is  that  of  an  Abyflinian 
flave.  His  deportment  was  fo  different  from  that 
which  diftinguifhed  his  predeceffor  in  office,  that 
we  could  not  but  look  upon  him  as  an  arrogant  up- 
ftart,  who  promifed  to  abufe  the  favor  of  his  lord. 
He  condefcended,  however,  to  tell  us,  with  a fmile, 
that  his  mafter  had  recommended  us  to  his  good 
offices,  and  had  diredted  that  the  ftridteft  jufticc 
fhould  be  rendered  to  us.  While  we  (laid,  a num- 
ber of  perfons  came  to  pay  their  compliments  to 
him,  among  which  was  Sauker,  one  of  the  rafcals 
who  had  aflifted  the  two  brothers  to  pillage  our 
baggage.  By  this  effrontery  he  perhaps  expedts  to 
efcape  fufpicion ; and  to  intimidate  us  by  his  pre- 
fence, from  bringing  a charge  againft  him.  We 
foon  retired  to  our  apartment,  and  found  that  the 
vizier,  among  others,  made  his  court  to  this  new 
magiftrate.  Nothing  can  be  a more  diredt  impli- 
cation of  the  arbitrary  government  we  are  under, 
than  the  promotion  of  this  Abyffinian  to  one  of  its 
firft  dignities.  When  Charles  of  Sweden,  the  moft 
defpotic  monarch  of  his  age,  wrote  to  the  fenate  of 
Stockholm,  that  he  would  fend  his  jack-boot  to 
prefide  over  them  j ungrateful  as  the  idea  was,  it 
furcly  was  lefs  humiliating,  than  if  he  had  threatened 
to  difpatch  a Turkifli  flave  from  Bender  for  that 
purpofe.  And  yet  we  were  now  whtnefs  to  the 
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univerfal  homage  that  may  be  paid  to  fuch  a cha- 
racter. The  fuddennefs  of  his  arrival,  and  the 
refpeft  which  he  commands,  no  doubt  befpeak, 
that  he  is  charged  with  fome  important  bufinefs ; 
but  we  fhould  be  pleafed  to  depart,  without  waiting 
the  ilTue  of  his  errand,  though  it  prove  to  be  the 
reftitution  of  our  lofles.  The  fliaik,  it  leems,  is 
but  a day’s  journey  hence  1 but  we  fear  we  lhall  be 
necelTitated  to  wait  his  arrival,  which  the  critical 
fituation  of  his  affiilrs  ftill  renders  uncertain. 

We  have  not  feen  our  old  friend  fince  his  dif- 
^^race,  but  we  fent  Ibrahim  to  make  him  our  ac- 
knowledgments and  good  wilhes.  He  feemed 
much  flattered  with  a mark  of  attention,  fo  new  to 
a perfon  in  his  condition ; and  returned  us  aflur- 
ances,  that  he  will  reprefent  our  ftory  in  its  true 
colors  to  the  fhaik,  for  whofe  court  he  is  to  fet 
off*  to-morrow  or  next  day.  This  kind  interpo- 
fition  may  ferve  to  advance  our  fuit ; and  we  un- 
derftand  that  we  fliall  then  get  rid  of  the  company 
of  our  new  gueft,  who  goes  into  the  houfe  Oi  his 
predeceflbr,  on  the  latter’s  departure.  His  fer- 
vants  let  off  fome  paltry  fire-works  at  night  be- 
hind the  houfe,  for  which  they  demanded  a gra- 
tification. They  were  cuning  enough  to  call  that 
a compliment  to  us,  which  was  more  likely  in* 
tended  for  their  mailer ; and  we  were  glad  to  be 
rcleafed  from  their  impertinence,  at  the  expence  of 
a few  filver  pieces,  of  the  value  of  a penny  apiece. 
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' FRIDAY,  1 5th  August. 

We  do  not  find  that  we  are  likely  to  be  as  fbon 
quit  of  our  gueft,  as  we  at  firft  expefted.  There 
is  no  talk  of  his  moving  this  morning,  and  as  it 
appears  to  depend  upon  the  departure  of  his  prede- 
cefTor,  we  may  have  the  pleafure  of  his  company 
for  fome  days  longer.  This  is  a fad  reftraint  upon 
us,  who  are  confined  to  the  front  of  the  houfe, 
which  confifls  of  two  finall  apartments  for  our- 
felves,  and  one,  more  roomy,  for  our  fervants. 
Nor  are  we  free  from  apprehenfions,  left  fome  dif- 
covery  fliould  be  made  to  our  difadvantage.  The 
hakeem’s  fervants  are  continually  mingling  with 
ours,  and  may  draw  inferences  of  our  abounding 
with  money  from  our  manner  of  living,  if  not  from 
the  imprudence  of  our  people,  whofe  fimplicity 
may  betray  us,  notwithftanding  the  cautions  we  have 
given  them  on  this  head. 

Juft  as  we  had  dined,  an  order  came  from  the 
hakeem  to  clear  the  room  which  our  fervants  were 
in,  for  the  reception  of  fome  travellers.  This,  at 
the  time,  w-as  a very  difagreeable  command  to  us, 
though  it  may  turn  out  as  much  to  our  benefit,  as 
any  thing  which  has  occurred  fince  our  arrival 
here.  The  travellers  prove  to  be  a company  of 
Turks,  on  their  return  to  Cairo,  from  an  excur- 
fion  into  this  country.  There  is  a man  of  confe- 
qucnce  among  them,  who^  on  notice  of  our  being 
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here,  immediately  fent  Tome  of  his  attendants  to 
enquire  into  our  bufinefs  in  this  quarter.  It  may 
be  fuppofed  that  we  were  very  particular  in  the 
narration  of  our  troubles,  and  the  ill  ufage  we  had 
met  with.  The  politenefs  and  humanity  of  thefe 
Turks  were  very  ftriking  to  us,  who  had  fo  long 
experienced  nothing  but  rudenefs  and  barbarity 
from  the  human  race.  They  regretted  the  impof- 
fibility  of  having  our  company  on  the  road,  with- 
out the  permiflion  of  the  Shaik  U1  Arab;  and 
were  hurt  at  the  thoughts  of  leaving  us  among  a 
people,  whom  they  feemed  to  have  no  opinion  of. 
Bnt  they  promifed  to  reprefent  our  cafe  to  the  bey 
of  Cairo,  and  to  exert  all  their  interefl:  with  him  to 
demand  our  releafe  from  the  fhaik.  They  acknow- 
ledged, however,  that  the  reafons  for  detaining  us 
until  the  fhaik’s  arrival,  may  be  very  good,  as  the 
river  is  at  prefent  fo  infelled  with  pirates,  that  they 
are  obliged  themfelves  to  go  by  land  to  Cairo. 
There  is  a Chriftian  among  them,  who  has  charged 
himfelf  with  a third  letter,  which  we  have  -ddrelTed 
to  Mr.  Baldwin  from  this  city.  He  is  a confiden- 
tial domeftic,  and,  by  his  influence,  has  prevailed 
upon  the  Turk  his  maftcr,  to  write  to  the  Ikaik  in 
our  behalf,  to  ftate  our  uncomfortable  condition, 
and  to  advife  him  to  difpatch  us  forthwith  to 
Cairo,  as  we  are  content  to  leave  the  punifliment 
of  our  oppreUbrs  to  his  diferetion.  Heaven  knows 
v/hat  efFedl  this  kind  mediation  may  have  with  the 
fhaik ; but  we  have  long  fufpcifled  that  our  re- 
Jeafe  can  only  be  accomplifhed  from  Cairo  3 and 
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are  (locking  ourfelvcs  with  a fund  of  patience  to 
fuppoit  us  in  the  tedious  interval.  The  journey 
by  land,  we  arc  told,  is  from  ten  to  twelve  days, 
and  the  Turks  propofe  to  fet  off  at  day-break! 
Allowing,  therefore,  three  days  for  obtaining  an 
order  from  the  bey  in  our  favor,  three  weeks  at 
lead  muff  elapfe,  before  the  return  of  the  anfwer 
which  is  to  fet  us  at  liberty.  But  Hope,  the  de- 
ceiver Hope ! fometiiTies  whifpers  bqtter  things  in 
our  ears  ■,  and  as  we  are  importunate  in  our  defires 
to  be  fent  away,  we  are  inclined  to  expedl  the 
(liaik  will  not  detain  us  after  his  arrival  at  Ghinnah. 


' SATURDAY,  i6th  August. 

The  Turks  have  deferred  their  departure  until 
night,  which,  on  account  of  our  reliance  on  their 
good  offices  at  Cairo,  and  their  delivery  of  our 
letter,  has  given  us  more  vexation  than  the  matter 
may  deferve.  The  itch  of  avarice  appears  to  have 
infected  the  mafs  of  the  people  we  are  among, 
from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft.  The  new  hakeem, 
though  an  Abaffee,  and  a Have  to  the  ffiaik,  can- 
not refill  the  difeafe,  and  is  already  lingering,  in 
idea,  the  gold  and  valuables  which  he  conceives 
us  to  poffefs.  He  fent  for  Ibrahim  at  midnight, 
and  queftioned  him  clofely  touching  our  circum- 
llances,  and  the  prefcnts  we  made  to  his  predecef- 
for : and,  laftly,  if  we  had  any  offering  left  for  him- 
felf.  Ibiahim,  in  conformity  to  his  inllru(5lions, 
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reprefcnted  the  poverty  we  were  reduced  to,  and 
which  utterly  difabled  us  from  tendering  any 
thing  worthy  the  hakeem’s  acceptance.  He  dif- 
claimed  all  knowledge  of  our  having  given  either 
money  or  goods  to  the  quondam  hakeem,  though 
he  found  that  this  man  had  got  an  item  of  the  re- 
moval of  our  carpets.  It  is  a bitter  comfort  to  us 
to  obferve,  that  the  man  who  was  fent  down  by  the 
£haik  to  protect  us,  fhould  be  the  firft  to  attempt 
our  property.  The  fubftance  of  this  mercenary 
interview  we  received  from  Ibrahim,  while  we  were 
at  breakfaft. 

We  had  vifics  to-day  from  feveral  of  the  Turk- 
iiTi  gentlemen,  who  are  in  the  fuite  of  the  grandee. 
They  repeated  their  tenders  of  fervice  on  their  ar- 
rival at  Cairo.  A very  fine  Georgian  boy  is  in  the 
train,  whofe  beautiful  features  and  fair  complexion 
eafily  diftinguifli  him  from  the  Turks,  He  is  a 
Have,  and,  we  underhand,  is  in  high  favor  with 
his  mafter. 

As  the  hakeem  had  ofiered  us  the  liberty  of 
going  abroad,  whenever  we  pleafed  to  apply  to 
him  for  a fervant  to  proted:  us,  at  five  o’clock  Mr. 
Hammond,  who  was  now  equipped  with  a cloak, 
accompanied  by  myfelf,  Ibrahim,  and  the  hakeem’s 
fervant,  fallied  forth.  We  direded  our  heps  to 
the  bazar,  or  market-place,  and  entered  a caravan- 
fcra,  which  attra6lcd  our  curiofity.  Thefe  build- 
ings are  receptacles  for  travellers,  and  are  either 
erefted  at  the  public  expence,  or  by  the  donations 
of  private  people.  The  one  we  faw  was  a veiy 
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large  ftrufture.  Its  entrance  was  through  a flonc 
gateway,  whicli  led  into  a fquare  court,  furrounded 
by  apartments  of  two  ftories.  The  ground-floor 
was  open  in  frant,  and  thrown  upon  arches,  and 
divided  into  different  rooms,  by  a baluflrade  of 
ftone.  The  back  part  was  clofed,  and  appropriated 
for  warehoLifcs  for  the  merchant.  Beneath  one  of 
thefe  arches  we  found  a Turk  fitting,  whom  we 
had  left  at  Yambo,  and  who  had  once  put  it  into 
our  heads  to  come  by  this  inaufpicious  route  to 
Cairo.  We  immediately  recognized  one  another, 
and  were  very  hearty  in  our  congratulations  on 
this  unexpected  meeting.  He  took  us  into  his 
apartment,  and  placing  coffee  before  us,  very 
kindly  condoled  with  us  on  our  misfortunes,  which 
had  reached  his  ears.  We  find  that  he  remains 
here,  on  account  of  the  dangers  on  the  river.  After 
prefling  this  Turk  to  vifit  us  frequently,  we  took 
our  leave,  and  walked  without  any  interruption 
to  the  river.  Here  we  went  on  board  a boat,  which 
waits  for  a lading  of  coffee  for  the  Cairo  mar- 
ket. This  boat  is  one  of  the  moft  convenient  I 
ever  faw.  She  has  two  cabbins,  befides  an  awn- 
ins:  of  matts,  that  extends  to  her  main-maft.  The 
roof  is  high,  and,  with  the  fides,  handfomely  carved 
and  painted.  We  were  politely  received  by  the 
nokidah,  who  faid  he  hoped  for  our  company  to 
Cairo.  We  fhould  rejoice  much  to  be  accommo- 
dated in  tl'iis  manner  in  our  voyage  down  the  Nile. 
It  was  from  this  boat  that  the  view  of  Ghinnah, 
which  is  annexed,  was  taken.  At  fun-let  we  re- 
turned 
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turned  home,  and  found  our  good  friends  the 
Turks  were  preparing  to  decamp.  At  nine  o’clock 
they  mounted  their  camels  to  the  number  of  twenty, 
well  armed,  and  went  off  with  the  benefit  of  a fine 
moon,  which  renders  travelling  at  night  very  de- 
lightful in  thefe  ferene  climates.  The  chief  of  the 
Turks  rode  on  a fine  dun  caiuel,  and  was  followed 
on  another  by  the  fprightly  Georgian,  well  accou- 
tered with  a feimitar  and  a matchlock. 


SUNDAY,  17th  August. 

The  hakeem  has  actually  fixed  his  refidence  at 
our  houfe,  and  means,  w^e  fuppofe,  to  take  good 
care  of  us  and  our  baggage.  When  the  Turks 
went  away,  he  pofTeffed  him.lelf  of  their  apartment, 
which  was  before  occupied  by  our  fervants.  We 
are  now  reduced  to  an  uncomfortable  fituation,  and 
cannot  enjoy  a moment’s  privacy,  but  during  the 
hours  of  meals  and  repofe.  But  we  are  determined 
to  fuffer  no  further  inconvenience  from  the  vicinity 
of  the  hakeem.  We  have  accordingly  direfted 
our  fervants  to  take  up  their  lodgings  at  night  on 
the  terrace  which  extends  itfelf  ov'er  our  apart- 
ments, and  which  we  often  afeend  in  the  evening, 
to  obtain  a view  of  the  country. 

We  were  furprized  with  an  early  vifit  from  the 
Turk,  whom  we  had  encountered  at  the  caravanfera 
yeflerdav,  and  were  much  pkaled  with  this  mark 
of  his  attention.  Lie  now  gave  us  the  particulars 
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of  foiTie  tranfaftions  at  Yambo,  which  nearly  con- 
cerned us,  and  which  proved  very  fatisfaftory,  in 
refpett  to  the  meafures  which  we  had  taken  with 
Lt.  * * *.  The  reader  will  remember  our  repara- 
tion in  the  Red-Sea,  and  the  melancholy  circum- 
ftances  which  reduced  us  to  the  necelTity  of  return- 
ing him  to  Yambo,  on  a boat  bound  to  that  port. 
On  his  arrival  at  Yambo,  it  appears,  that  his  mad- 
nefs  broke  out  with  more  violence  than  ever.  In- 
Head  of  waiting  lor  the  boat  s coming  to  an  an- 
chor, he  jumped  overboard  at  the  entrance  of  the 
harbor,  and  fwam  to  the  beach  below  the  town  ; 
and  would  have  made  his  way  into  the  country, 
had  he  not  been  purfucd  by  forne  of  the  mariners, 
who  overtook  him,  and  carried  him  before  the  vi- 
7.ier  of  Yambo.  This  was  the  fecond  time  he  had 
been  brought  to  this  minifter  in  this  extraordinary 
manner,  and  within  the  compafs  of  a few  days. 
His  misfortune  had  been  more  than  fufpefted  on 
the  former  occafion  ; but  it  was  now  communicated 
to  the  minifter  by  the  nokidah  of  the  boat,  who 
was  charged  with  our  meftage,  to  requeft  that 
Lt.  * * * might  be  fent  on  the  firft  veflel  to  Judda. 
On  his  coming  into  the  vizier’s  prefence,  he  gravely 
demanded  to  be  made  a Mufiulman,  and  to  be 
entertained  in  the  fervice  of  the  xerif.  This  re- 
queft luckily  could  not  be  complied  with  by  the 
Mahometan  law,  which  does  not  admit  of  con- 
verts, who  are  deprived  of  the  faculty  to  judge  be- 
tween right  and  wrong.  Neither  does  it  now 
eftablifli  its  faith  by  the  means  of  the  fword.  So 

different 
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difFerent  are  the  principles  of  the  fame  feft,  when 
the  flame  of  blind  zeal  has  abated  of  its  ardor.  It 
happens,  however,  that  the  unhappy  vi6tims  of 
madnefs  meet  with  an  attention  in  this  countr)-, 
that  is  not  paid  to  rational  beings.  They  are  con- 
fidered  as  infpired,  becaufe  hurried  beyond  the 
precinfts  of  reafon  ; and  though  they  ftill  ferve  as 
a butt  of  ridicule  to  the  fhafts  of  the  vulgar,  thev 
are  fecured  by  their  fituation  from  the  fhadow  of 
an  injury.  On  this  principle  the  vizier  afted. 
From  his  own  wardrobe  he  gave  the  turban  and 
Arabian  drefs  to  our  unfortunate  companion, 
to  humor  his  frenzy,  and  fent  him  fafely  to  Judda, 
full  of  the  idea  of  having  become  a follower 
of  Mahomet.  Poor  youth  ! to  what  joy  and  fatif- 
fadtion  wilt  thou  hereafter  awake,  flaould  it  pleale 
God  to  reftore  thee  to  thy  fenfes ! What  will  thy 
fenfations  be,  to  confider  the  paft  as  no  more  than 
a dream  j to  refledl  on  the  dangerous  abyfs  that 
thou  haft  efcaped,  by  the  interpofition  of  the  Di- 
vine hand ! It  muft  occur  to  every  humane  mind, 
that  the  news  of  his  fafety  was  the  moft  pleaflng 
mufle  to  our  ears.  Driven  by  ftern  neceflity  to  a 
reparation  with  him,  when  his  condition  was  truly 
deplorable,  we  could  not  but  admire  at  the  happy 
turn  which  matters  had  taken.  We  had  adled 
for  the  beft  in  fending  Lt.  ***  back  to  Jud- 
da ; and  could  not  but  rejoice  at  the  intelligence 
which  now  reached  us,  of  his  being  gone  thi- 
ther under  proper  protcdlion.  Had  he  lefs  for- 
tunately remained  with  us  j had  lie  been  expofed  to 
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a month’s  fun  in  an  open  boat;  had  he  vificcd 
the  coafts  of  Egypt ; toiled  with  the  caravan  over 
the  defart,  and  experienced  the  oppreffion  we  have 
met  with  at  Ghinnah,  it  is  impoffible  that  his  in- 
tellefts  could  have  withftood  the  complicated 
fliock,  and  a confirmed  madncfs,  or  perhaps  death, 
would  have  enfucd!  Whereas  every  good  confe- 
quence  is  to  be  expected  from  the  ftep  we  took ; 
every  afliftance  will  be  given  him  by  the  furgeon 
of  the  Swallow  (loop,  which  was  luckily  at  Judda; 
and  w'c  can  promife  ourfelves  that  he  was  hofpi- 
tably  received  by  our  friend  Captain  Bacon,  and 
even  accommodated  with  a paEage  to  Bombay, 
Ihould  the  Adventure  be  bound  to  that  port*. 
We  alfo  learn  from  this  I'urk,  that  the  nokidah  of 
our  boat  was  more  to  blame  than  the  vizier  of 
Yambo,  that  we  did  not  attempt  to  get  to  Suez. 
He  went  to  the  vizier  while  we  were  at  anchor  at 
the  mouth  of  the  harbor,  and  told  him  that  he 
could  reach  no  port  but  Cofire ! 

In  the  evening  the  major  fallied  out  in  an  Ara- 
bian drefs,  which  he  made  here,  accompanied  by 
Ibrahim  and  our  ufual  guard.  Ele  returned  with 
two  Chriftian  merchants,  whom  he  had  got  ac- 
quainted with.  They  are  perfons  of  credit  here, 
and  very  civilly  invited  us  to  repay  their  vifit. 

• The  humane  reader  will  rejoice  with  us,  to  know,  that 
our  defigns  refpedling  our  unfortunate  companion  were  fully 
anfwercd.  That  he  found  Captain  Bacon  at  Judda,  and  re- 
turned in  the  Adventure  to  Bombay,  recovered  of  his  frenzy. 
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MONDAY,  iSth  August. 

We  were  difturbed  at  midnight  by  a knocking 
at  the  door,  which  proved  to  be  the  hakeem  and 
V Ibrahim,  whomi  he  had  called  up  to  attend  him. 
This  was  the  firfl;  vifit  he  had  paid  ns,  and  was  as 
difagreeable  as  unexpedted.  We  at  once  gueflcd. 
the  purport  of  it.  He  is  a plain  man,  and  did  not 
ufe  much  ceremony  in  introducing  what  he  had 
fo  much  at  heart.  But  we  were  at  a lofs  what 
to  offer  him,  that  could  be  acceptable.  Money  he 
pretended  to  decline  taking,  and  we,  with  equal 
artifice,  pretended  that  we  had  none.  There  were 
two  fets  of  filver  buttons,  and  two  filver  chains, 
which  belonged  to  the  regimentals  and  fwords  of 
the  major,  and  which  had  efcaped  pillage.  Thefe 
we  produced,  as  the  only  remains  of  our  goods 
which  were  of  value ; though  we  promifed  to  ac- 
knowledge his  fervices  in  a better  manner  from 
Cairo,  fhould  he  procure  an  order  from  the  fhaik 
for  our  immediate  departure.  The  weight  of  thefe 
toys  attraded  his  notice,  though  he  did  not  feem 
to  admire  their  workmanfliip,  which  was  none  of 
the  belt.  He  however  put  them  into  his  bofom, 
and  defired  to  look  at  fome  of  our  cloaths.  But 
fo  particular  was  this  fellow,  that  he  could  not  be 
prevailed  upon  to  peep  into  our  trunks;  and  fo 
fcrupulous,  that  he  would  not  receive  a fingle  thing, 
until  we  put  it  into  his  hands.  A pretty  falvo  truly, 
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for  his  confcicfnccj  which  graf])cd  at  all  in  oiir  pcf- 
fehlon  ! Befides  the  filver  articles^  he  carried  away 
three  broadcloth  coats  of  different  colors,  and  two 
filk  tainbour  waifccoats — for  the  piirpofe,  W'e  ima- 
gine, of  covering  his  pipes,  and  the  fcabbards  of 
his  fwords — and  half  a dozen  cambric  handker- 
chiefs for  his  own  ufe.  In  confideration  of  this 
prefent,  he  has  undertaken  to  write  to  his  mafter, 
for  permiffion  to  fend  ns  away  by  land,  which  is 
the  only  fafe  track  at  prefent.  It  is  not  without 
extreme  compundtion  that  w'e  forego  the  cafe  and 
pleafure  of  a voyage  downi  the  Nile,  to  encounter 
the  hardfliips  and  dangers  of  the  defirt.  But  we 
forefee  no  end  to  our  detention  here,  while  we  de- 
pend upon  the  river  for  a conveyance  ; and  readily 
acquiefeed  in  the  hakeem’s  propofal,  who  about 
one  o’clock  left  us  to  finifli  our  repofe. 

Before  we  were  up  we  had  a vifit  from  the 
friendly  Chriftians,  wJio  brought  us  a prefent  of 
fine  milk,  and  made  us  an  hearty  tender  of  their 
fervices  during  our  flay  here.  There  is  an  honefl 
fimplicity  in  thefe  men,  that  affords  us  infinite  fa- 
tisfadlion^  and  we  fuppofe  it  was  tlie  apprehenfion 
of  im.mcdiate  danger  to  themfelvts,  which  w'itli- 
-held  their  good  offices,  when  we  flood  lb  m.uch 
more  in  need  of  them. 

Behold  thejufliceof  divine  Providence  ! which 
often  puniflies  the  iniquities  of  mankind,  by  their 
very  accomplices  in  guilt.  A retribution  the  more 
dreadful,  as  the  villain  who  breaks  through  every 
tic  himfelf  which  links  man  to  man,  is  not  yet  fo 
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hardened  as  to  be  proof  to  a breach  of  confidence 
in  another.  The  blow  which  is  given  by  the  pub- 
lic executioner,  is  weak,  when  compared  to  that 
which  comes  from  the  hand  of  a friend.  There  is 
intelligence  juft  arrived  from  Cofire,  that  the  mer- 
chant Mahomet,  who  invited  us  to  his  houfe  to 
plunder  us,  and  who  had  returned  in  the  laft  cara- 
van to  that  place,  is  fo  defperately  wounded,  that 
his  life  is  defpaired  of.  The  quarrel  arbfe  between 
him  and  fome  of  his  confederates,  touching  the  di- 
vifion  of  our  fpoils.  His  brother  Ally  and  his  fa- 
ther were  this  day  examined  before  the  hakeem,  on 
the  fubjed  of  their  ill  ufage  of  us.  The  refult  we 
have  not  learnt ; but  it  cannot  be  very  dangerous  to 
them,  as  we  find  Ally  has  obtained  leave  to  attend 
his  dying  brother. 

In  the  afternoon  the  hakeem,  and  two  merchants 
of  the  town  in  the  confidence  of  the  fliaik,  caiTiC 
to  our  apartment  to  take  a lift  of  the  things  we 
have  loft.  This  they  advife  one  of  us  to  carry 
to  the  ftiaik,  and  to  make  him  a formal  tender  of 
the  whole.  This  errand  would  be  readily  adopted 
by  us,  had  we  any  thing  fit  to  prefent  to  him, 
agreeably  to  the  Eaftcrn  cuftom. ' Thefe  people 
looked  into  our  trunks  for  this  purpofe;  but  find- 
ing us  bare  of  valuables,  they  gave  us  hopes  of  be- 
ing difpatched  without  paying  this  great  vific. 
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TUESDAY,  19th  August. 

Some  further  particulars  relative  to  the  misfor- 
tune of  Mahomet,  were  communicated  to  us  this 
morning.  We  learn,  to  our  furprize,  that  the 
young  lhaik  of  Cofire,  and  the  foldier  who  dole  the 
major’s  fword,  were  the  principals  in  the  afiault. 
They  went  in  company  with  Mahomet  to  Cofire, 
and  were  conilantly  foliciting  of  him  a proportion 
of  the  money  which  he  had  obtained  from  us.  This 
he  had  the  imprudence  to  decline  and  on  their 
finding  he  was  deaf  to  their  arguments,  they  one 
day  took  an  opportunity  to  feduce  him  from  die 
caravan,  and  attacking  him  jointly,  they  cut  him 
defperately  with  their  fwords.  There  is  no  doubt 
but  he  defended  himfelf  manfully  ; but  his  ftrength 
and  refolution  could  not  avail  him  againft  this 
cowardly  proceeding.  The  affaflins  have  cfcaped 
to  Cofire,  but  the  foldier’s  relations,  who  live  here, 
have  been  feized  by  the  order  of  the  government. 
In  cafe  of  Mahomet’s  death,  however,  we  find  a 
pecuniary  mul6t  will  preferve  the  murderers  from 
the  punifliment  due  to  their  crimes. 

This  ftory  affords  a truer  pidture  of  the  difpofi- 
tions  and  manners  of  the  Arabs,  than  volumes  could 
portray  on  fuch  a fubjedl.  We  reflect  with  horror, 
on  the  connedtion  which  fubfifted  between  us  and 
the  delinquents  in  qutftion ; and  confider  our  ef- 
cape  from  them,  as  altogether  unexampled  and  mi- 
raculous. 
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raculoiis.  It  is  now  plain  that  they  could  meditate 
the  plunder  of  our  baggage ; and  we  might  have 
fallen  a facrifice  in  the  defirt,  with  much  lefs  dan- 
ger to  them,  than  the  deceafed  Mahomet,  whofe  fa- 
mily will  exadl  revenge. 

We  had  another  vifit  from  our  Turkifh  acquaint- 
ance at  the  caravanfera.  From  him  we  have  ob- 
tained a very  extraordinary  and  alarming  piece  of 
intelligence.  Since  our  arrival  here,  we  had  re- 
ceived confufed  accounts  of  Ibrahim  Beg’s  abfence 
from  Cairo  ; but  we  could  never  get  to  the  bottom 
of  the  ftor}^  It  now  appears,  that  for  this  month 
pall,  Egypt  has  been  the  feat  of  a bloody  and  ob- 
ftinate  civil  war.  Ifmaul  Beg  took  on  him  to  af- 
fume  the  reins  of  government,  by  the  connivance  of 
the  Porte ; but  the  Shaik  Elbalad  Ibrahim  dlf- 
puted  the  ufurpation,  and  appeared  in  arms  to 
maintain  his  own  title.  The  matter  was  contefted 
in  a defperate  battle  wnthout  the  walls  of  Cairo,  and 
ended  in  the  defeat  of  Ibrahim  Beg,  who  retired  up 
the  Nile,  and  is  now  in  a province  not  three  days 
march  from  this  place.  Inftead  of  pirates  infefting 
the  river,  we  underftand,  that  the  danger  arifes  from 
the  foldiers  of  Ibrahim  Beg,  v/ho  are  raifing  contri- 
butions upon  it.  The  Turk  tells  us,  that  the  gal- 
lies  which  fell  down  hence  fome  days  ago, 
commanded  by  MuEapha  Beg,  who  is  in  the#® 
tereft  of  the  depofed  Ibrahim,  and  is  gone  to^pi 
him.  But  it  is  not  poffiblc,  that  the  fugitive  c^fs 
can  long  withftand  their  fuccefsful  opponent;  wl^bfe 
armv  is  already  Erengthened  by  a large  dctachineiK 
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of  the  Grand  Signior’s  forces.  We  underftand  too, 
that  the  Shaik  U1  Arab  has  acknowledged  Ifmaul 
Beg,  which  accounts  for  the  bad  character  that  was 
given  us  here  of  the  Banute  people,  who  are  of  the 
other  party.  It  alfo  ftrikes  us  forcibly,  that  the 
letters  which  we  produced  for  Ibrahim  Beg,  wTre 
one  caufe  of  the  ill  treatment  w'c  experienced  from 
the  vizier  and  his  affociates.  The  llraik  w'as  out  of 
reach  of  our  complaints,  and  Ibrahim  Beg,  our 
only  friend  befide,  not  in  a fituation  to  redrefs  them. 
We  had  a contrary  idea  when  we  boafted  of  thefe 
letters  j and  mull  acknowledge  the  uncertainty  of 
human  conjeftiire,  which  errs  in  matters  apparently 
the  moll  obvious. 

This  fudden  revolution  creates  no  furprize  In  a 
country  unfettled  in  its  government,  and  divided 
by  the  jarring  interefts  of  a number  of  petty  princes. 
But  tons  It  is  a matter  of  ferious  refleflion.  We 
hear,  indeed,  that  the  European  faftories  are  un- 
difturbed  at  Cairo.  But  how  Er  the  influence  of 
Mr.  Baldwin  will  prevail  with  the  new  bey,  or  how 
we  fliall  reach  the  capital,  through  the  diforders  of 
a country,  agitated  by  oppofmg  factions,  and  laid 
wafte  by  the  fword  of  rebellion,  we  are  at  a lofs  to 
determine.  Danger  befets  us  on' every  fide.  Pub- 
lic commotions  are  united  to  private  perfecutions, 
to  compleat  our  diftrefs ; and  the  moft  alarming 
circumflance  of  our  affairs  feems  to  be,  that  we  are 
at  the  mercy  of  two  fimple  though  honeft  Mufful- 
men,  our  domeftics.  They  have  hitherto  preferved 
their  fidelity  to  us  3 but  Rich  is  the  frailty  of  human 
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nature^  that  a long  refidence  here  may  have  a bad 
effect  on  their  morals ; expofed  as  they  are  to  the 
artifices,  and  obliged  as  they  are  to  mingle  in  the 
fociety  of  this  fraudulent  tribe. 


WEDNESDAY,  20th  August. 

We  had  an  early  vifit  from  the  hakeem  this 
morning,  who  brought  us  a plate  of  raifins  of  the 
fun,  which  are  produced  in  Lower  Egypt.  He 
came,  feeming-lv  full  of  the  fcheme  of  one  of  us 
going  to  the  fhaik,  and  propofed  fending  a boat  up 
to-day  on  this  fervice.  We  readily  fell  into  this 
meafure,  which,  notwithftanding  the  objedlions  that 
were  made  to  it  yefferday,  1 have  long  confidered 
as  abfolutely  neceffary  to  our  immediate  releafe. 
Little  can  be  done  with  the  miniifers  of  Eaftern 
princes,  v/hofe  hands  are  tied  by  the  awe  which 
they  ftand  in  of  their  mafters,  or  whofe  minds  are  fo 
habituated  to  the  receipt  of  prcfents,  that  nothing 
fhort  of  the  whole  fubftancc  of  the  petitioner,  can 
fatisfy  their  avarice.  I made  a tender  of  my  fer- 
vices  on  this  occafion  ; not  more  from  a principle 
of  curiofity,  than  a defire  of  haftening  our  depar- 
ture j and  was  happy  to  find  that  they  were  ac- 
cepted of  by  luy  companions. 

In  the  afternoon  we  had  a vifit  fi'om  the  quondam 
hakeem,  whofe  advice  we  have  confiantly  iolicited 
fmee  his  difgrace.  As  he  can  now  liave  no  felfilh 
intcreft  in  our  concerns,  we  are  inclined  to  place 
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more  confidence  in  him,  than  when  we  were  at  his 
difcretion.  He  has  bufinefs  with  the  lhaik,  and  has 
kindly  promifed  to  accompany  me  on  this  embafify. 
He  is  well  acquainted  with  our  ftory,  and  if  he  is 
as  much  our  friend  as  we  take  him  to  be,  he  may 
quicken  the  difpatch  of  our  bufinefs,  by  a candid 
reprefentation  of  fa£ts.  He  tells  us,  that  the  place 
of  the  fliaik’s  prefent  refidence,  called  Ghofe,  is  but 
feven  or  eight  hours  journey  by  water,  and  that  we 
lliall  be  abfent  but  two  days  from  hence. 

The  day  paiTed  away  without  another  meflage 
from  the  hakeem,  or  any  preparation  for  my 
journey. 


THURSDAY,  2ifl:  August. 

There  Is  no  end  to  the  prevarication  of  thefe 
people.  The  more  earneft  we  are  to  go  in  perfon 
to  the  fliaik,  the  lefs  willing  they  are  to  admit  of  it ; 
and  it  is  likely,  after  all,  that  we  lhall  be  juft  where 
we  were  before  the  new  hakeem  arrived.  He  told 
Ibrahim  this  morning,  that  he  was  looking  out  for 
a boat  to  convey  me  to  the  lhaik,  but  it  was  uncer- 
tain when  he  fhould  procure  one.  This  excufe, 
from  a man  who  can  certainly  command  every  boat 
belonging  to  Ghinnah,  is  jiext  to  waving  the  vifit 
altogether. 

i O 

A funeral  proceffion  pafled  our  houfe  about  noon, 
which  was  very  folemn  and  numerous.  The  corpfe 
<kyas  preceded  by  troops  of  women,  who  went  vailed, 

and 
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and  at  certain  intervals,  uttered  a choral  cry,  which 
was  accompanied  by  expreffive  aftion.  The  coffin 
was  borne  by  home  of  the  friends  of  the  deceafed, 
and  feveral  little  flags  of  different  colors  were  car- 
ried around  it.  A body  of  priefts  clofed  the  pro- 
ceffion,  who  recited  aloud  paffages  from  the  Al- 
coran, as  they  walked  along.  Muffulmen  never 
negledt  to  ffiew  their  fenfe  of  thefe  fights  ; and  per- 
haps it  would  prove  of  no  detriment  to  Chriftians, 
to  imbibe  fome  of  their  cuftoms  on  thefe  occafions. 
There  was  an  Arabian  merchant  on  a vifit  to  us, 
when  the  funeral  went  by  ; and  though  in  company 
with  ftrangers,  he  was  not  afhamed  to  run  to  the 
window,  and  to  join  audibly  in  the  devotions  of  the 
train.  It  is  true,  that  the  obfervance  of  thefe 
forms,  makes  not  the  Arabs  better  members  of  fo- 
ciety;  that  it  neither  checks  their  propenfity  to 
fraud,  nor  inftils  one  benevolent  idea  into  their 
breafts,  towards  the  votaries  of  a different  perfua- 
fion.  But  ftill  it  throws  a decency  into  their  dif- 
courfe,  a fobriety  into  their  manners,  which  is  very 
perfuafive.  They  poffefs,  what  may  be  called,  the 
graces  of  religion,  which  would  better  adorn  a good 
Chriftian,  whofe  temper  is  charitable,  and  whofc 

heart  unknowing  of  deceit ! 

Juft  as  we  fate  down  to  dinner,  the  hakeem  fent 
for  Ibrahim,  and  told  him,  that  he  expedfed  an  an- 
fwer  from  the  fliaik  to-day  or  to-morrow,  which, 
perhaps,  would  fave  me  the  trouble  of  waiting  on 

him.  This  is  what  we  dreaded  j but  I fear,  theie 

is 


L E T T K R II. 


33^ 

is  no  rebelling  againll  this  man’s  will  j and  wc 
muft  endeavor  fome  way  or  other  to  fix  him  in  our 
intcreft.  In  the  evening  Mr.  Hammond  and  I 
went  to  the  caravanfcra,  to  pay  our  compliments  to 
our  Turkifii  acquaintance.  He  received  us  with 
his  ufual  civility.  The  chance  of  proceeding  to 
Cairo  by  the  Nile,  feems  to  be  much  againll  us,  on 
account  of  the  dillurbances.  We  fliould,  therefore, 
be  very  happy  in  the  Turk’s  company  in  our  jour- 
ney by  land,  as  his  knowledge  of  the  language  and 
cuftoms  of  the  country,  would  be  a great  defence  to 
us  againll  the  Inconveniences  of  the  road.  His  cir- 
cumftances,  however,  will  by  no  means  afford  the 
expence  of  five  camels,  which  the  coffee  he  has 
would  require  j and  he  is  content  to  wait  the  ifiue 
of  the  difputes  upon  the  river.  We  could  not  con- 
verfe  on  fo  delicate  a fubjedl  in  a public  place,  and 
have  therefore  defired  the  favor  of  his  company  in 
the  morning,  when  we  fhall  propofe  to  pay  for  his 
camel-hire,  fhould  he  confent  to  make  one  of  our 
party.  This  Is  to  be  kept  a profound  fecret. 
Though  fifty  dollars  can  be  no  objeft  to  us,  when 
compared  to  the  fervices  we  are  likely  to  reap  from 
his  prefence,  we  muft,  at  all  events,  conceal  a cir- 
cumftance  from  the  hakeem,  which  would  fufti- 
ciently  denote  the  ftrength  of  our  refources. 

As  we  were  going  to  bed,  we  had  a vifit  from  the 
hakeem,  wdio  is  very  myfterious  in  his  hours  of 
coiumunicating  with  us.  To  our  great  joy,  he  did 
not  touch  on  the  ufual  firing  of  prefents  3 but  came. 
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as  he  fliid,  to  fatisfy  our  minds  of  his  intentions  to 
fend  us  under  a fafe  conduft  to  Cairo,  when  he  re- 
ceived the  fliaik’s  fandbion  for  fuch  a ftep. 


FRIDAY,  22d  August. 

The  hakeem  fent  for  Ibrahim  at  day-break,  and 
founded  him  refpe6Ling  the  valuables  In  our  pofTef- 
fion,  which  might  be  worth  his  acceptance.  W e have 
already  promifed  to  fend  him  a remnant  of  broad- 
cloth, and  fome  India  goods.  On  our  arrival  at 
Cairo,  by  the  return  of  the  guard  which  he  Is  to 
give  us  for  our  protedlion.  But  the  native  dlfpofi- 
tion  of  thefe  people  renders  them  fufpi cions  of  the 
profelTions  of  others.  He,  who  does  not  hold  hirn- 
felf  bound  by  a promife,  will  not  give  another  cre- 
dit for  the  performance  of  one,  which  may  be 
broken  with  impunity.  The  hakeem,  therefore, 
wants  to  abfolve  us  of  this  diftant  obligation,  pro- 
vided we  come  down  immediately  with  fomething 
of  equal  value.  Generous  man  ! how  he  confults 
the  interefts  of  men  immediately  under  his  protec- 
tion ! What  humane  endeavors  he  daily  exerts  to 
render  juftice  to  diftrefled  ftrangers,  whom  he  came 
here  profeffedly  to  confole  and  to  relieve ! Two  of 
the  gang  who  were  leagued  againft  us,  have  been 
twice  brought  before  him.  The  vizier  has  been 
as  often  fummoncd  to  his  tribunal.  Examinations 
have  been  taken  of  the  fa6ls ; but  as  the  accufers 
and  the  culprits  have  never  been  brought  together, 
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nothing  is  likely  to  enfue  from  this  extraordinary 
mode  of  trial,  that  can  tend  to  the  recovery  of  our 
property,  or  the  punifliment  of  the  offenders. 
Smaller  crimes,  however,  are  corredfed  with  fe- 
verity,  when  they  are  offered  to  Muffulmen;  an  in- 
ftance  of  which  occurred  to-day  before  our  door. 
A Chriftian  and  an  Arabian  were  convifted  before 
the  hakeem,  of  Healing  a fmall  quantity  of  filver 
plate  from  a caravanfera.  This  aft  of  delinquency 
was  punifhed  by  a fevere  baflinado  on  the  foies  of 
the  feet,  which  we  underftand  is  the  general  method 
of  correftion. 

This  being  the  Mahometan  fabbath,  the  ha- 
keem went  in  great  Hate  to  the  mofque.  But  the 
furniture  of  his  horfe  was  not  of  a piece  with  the 
difplay  he  meant  to  make.  It  was  very  antique, 
and  confiderably  the  worfe  for  wear.  Neither  did 
his  beafl  do  much  credit  to  his  keeping.  The 
horfes  in  Upper  Egypt  feem  to  labor  in  common 
under  this  negleft.  They  are  very  fprightly  ani- 
mals, though  of  a fmall  fize ; and  yet  they  cut  no 
figure,  where  corn  and  fugar-canes  are  in  great 
plenty  ; which  mufl  be  attributed  either  to  the  un- 
fl-tilfulnefs  of  the  groom,  or  the  penury  of  the 
owner.  Indeed,  provifions  of  all  kinds  are  fo 
cheap  in  this  country,  that  the  natives  live  well,  for 
little  or  nothing.  We,  who  neceffarily  pay  for 
things  at  double  rates,  provide  for  a family  of  ten 
or  twelve  people,  at  the  moderate  expence  of  one 
dollar  and  a half,  or  feven  Ihillings  per  diem.  In 
this  are  included  fruits  of  various  kinds,  of  which 
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we  eat  fo  heartily,  that  they  often  conflitute  a quar- 
ter part  of  the  coft.  Bread  is  at  ieaft  thrice  as 
cheap  as  in  England,  and  fine  mutton  fells  ufually 
at  two  pence  yjcr  pound.  But  what  avails  the  plenty  ) 
that  reigns  here,  when  freedom  has  fled  the  land, 
and  taken  up  her  abode  in  northern  climes  ? Infe- 
cure  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  property,  which  is 
the  fport  of  every  inteftine  commotion,  the  natives 
rather  drawl  out  a life  of  uncertain  tenure,  than  exifi: 
with  the  fpirit  of  human  creatures. 

A fervant  belonging  to  our  houfe  brought  me  a 
piece  of  copper  money,  which  1 immediately  knew 
to  be  Roman.  On  my  giving  him  a filver  dew- 
anny  for  it,  value,  a halfpenny,  he  produced  three 
others,  all  Roman  coins,  and  found,  as  he  tells  me, 
among  fom.e  ruins  here.  To  fpur  his  aiftivity  in 
procuring  me  more,  I gave  him  tv/o  dewannies  a- 
piece  for  the  reft,  wfith  which  he  Teemed  m.uch  de- 
lighted. I can  only  regret  the  critical  fituation  wc 
are  in,  which  prevents  our  beating  up  an  ample 
field,  that  undoubtedly  abounds  in  every  fpecies  of 
antique  rarities. 


SATURDAY,  23d  August. 


The  quondam  hakeem.  Tent  for  Ibrahim  early  this 
morning,  and  propofed  my  accompanying  him  to 
the  fhaik  this  evening.  We  very  readily  cloftd 
with  this  fcheme,  and  fent  our  compliments  to  tlie 
hakeem,  defiring  his  permiflion  to  go.  This  was  a 
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reqncfl'  which  he  could  not  flatly  refufe ; but  Ibra- 
him fays  he  appeared  much  chagrined  that  we 
would  not  trufl:  to  the  letter  he  had  fent,  and  to 
which  he  daily  expedted  a favorable  anfwer.  We 
are  fo  tired  out  with  cvafions,  that  any  Hate  feems 
preferable  to  that  we  are  in ; and  I have  accord- 
ingly  prejiared  inyfelf  to  embark  with  the  quondam 
hakeem  and  Ibrahim  for  the  fliaik’s  court  at  fun- 
fet. 

While  we  were  at  breakfafe,  we  had  a vifit  from 
the  Turk,  who  was  accompanied  by  a friend  that  is 
likewife  going  to  Cairo.  He  opened  to  us  a de- 
fign  which  we  much  approved  of,  and  doubt  not  to 
bring  it  to  bear,  in  cafe  of  the  fliaik’s  permiflion. 
He  tells  us  there  is  a boat  ready  to  fail  for  Cairo, 
on  w hich  we  may  embark  at  my  return,  provided 
w'e  are  willing  to  give  their  paflage  to  fomie  camel- 
drivers,  who  are  waiting  for  a conveyance  to  Cairo. 
He  is  acquainted  with  a company  of  thefe  people,, 
who  want  to  tranfport  their  colFee  thither.  They 
will  fave  us  the  expence  of  a guard,  as  every  man 
carries  a matclilock,  and,  in  defence  of  his  pro- 
perty, will  form  the  bed  protedlion  we  can  defirc; 
for  our  boat.  We  efleem  ourfclves  very  lucky  in 
having  found  an  advifer,  whofe  interefl;  will  prompt 
him  to  be  finccre,  and  w hofe  journey  depends  upon 
our  fuccefs. 

I had  a meflage  about  eleven  o’clock,  to  prepare 
for  miy  voyage  immediately  after  dinner.  This 
meal  is  ferved  up  at  noon  in  this  country,  and  we 
were  in  the  height  of  it,  when  Ibrahim  was  fent  for 
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by  the  hakeem.  We  did  not  like  this  fummons, 
and  were  the  lefs  furprized,  when  we  learnt  that  the 
hakeem  dilTuaded  ns  from  going  to  the  fliaik. 
This  he  did,  under  the  pretence  of  the  trouble  it 
would  give  me,  and  the  little  confequence  a vifit 
would  be  of,  unfurniflied  as  we  were  with  a prefent 
to  fmooth  the  introduftion  of  our  fuit.  To  this  we 
replied,  that  nothing  could  be  accounted  a trouble 
which  would  effedt  our  departure ; and  in  refpecl 
to  the  want  of  a prefent,  the  gentleman  who  went, 
propofed  to  lay  the  paper,  which  contained  our 
Ioffes  here,  at  the  fhaik’s  feet ; and  to  requeft  him 
to  recover  the  whole  for  his  own  ufe.  And  that 
this  could  not  be  confidered  as  a trifling  gift,  which 
amounted  at  leafl  to  1,200  dollars.  But  he  was 
deaf  to  thefe  arguments  3 and  at  length  told  us  he 
would  write  again  by  his  predeceffor  in  office,  urg- 
ing an  order  for  our  fafe  condudl;  to  Cairo.  But 
that  he  could  not  admit  of  my  vifiting  the  fhaik, 
and  falling  into  a thoufand  difliculties,  from  an 
inability  to  fatisfy  the  demands  of  the  fliaik’s  fecre- 
taries  and  domeftics.  There  was  fome  fnew  of 
reafon  in  this  rcmonftrance.  We  were  well  ac- 
quainted with  their  craving  difpofition  ; and  though 
we  had  money  enough  to  have  Icattered  among 
them,  our  fituation  is  fo  precarious,  that  we  dare 
not  pretend  to  it.  The  fadt  is,  we  are  in  his  power, 
and  cannot  adt  contrary  to  his  inclination.  We 
therefore  fubmitted  with  a good  grace,  and  fent 
Ibrahim  to  the  quondam  hakeem,  to  remind  him  of 
our  dory,  and  to  befpeak  his  influence  with  the 
, lljaik 
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iliaik  in  our  behalf.  Ibrahim  attended  him  to  the 
boat,  and  brought  us  back  affuranccs  of  his  utmoft 
fervices,  which  the  poor  man  delivered  with  tears 
in  his  eyes.  This  is  too  uncommon  an  exprefTion 
of  fmcerity  among  the  Arabs,  to  make  us  fufpicious 
of  its  not  coming  from  the  heart 

We  walked  to  the  caravanfera  in  the  evening,  to 
acquaint  the  Turk  of  our  difappointment,  and  to 
tender  him  camels  for  the  conveyance  of  his  coffee, 
fhould  the  fhaik  think  it  fafer  for  us  to  go  by  land. 
He  received  the  offer  with  gratitude ; but  ftill  gives 
us  hopes  of  hearing  better  news  concerning  the 
troubles  on  the  river. 


SUNDAY,  2,4th  August. 

The  Turk  came  to  us  this  morning,  with  a face 
full  of  fomething  important.  After  the  firft  cup  of 
coffee,  he  delivered  himfelf  of  his  burthen,  which 
was  at  all  events  to  diffuade  us  from  going  by  land. 
He  told  us,  that  he  propofed  fetting  off  in  a few 
days  for  Jirje,  to  wait  till  the  river  was  clear,  and 
preffed  us  much  to  accompany  him.  We  were  ra- 
ther flartled  at  this  propofition,  after  what  had 
paffed  between  us  the  night  before  5 and,  willing  to 
know  his  fentiments  fully  on  the  matter,  we  re- 

• Thus  were  all  my  hopes  of  viewing  the  antiquities  of 
Luxor  and  Thebes,  dafhed  in  a moment,  by  the  caprice  of  a 
Have,  who  is  become  our  mailer,  and  detains  me  from  accom- 
panying this  Arab  to  the  lhaik,  who  is  in  that  neighborhood. 
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peated  our  intention  to  proceed  by  land,  in  cafe 
the  palTage  by  the  Nile  lliould  remain  ftill  perilous. 
Now  it  was  that  we  learnt  the  defperate  fituation  we 
were  reduced  to.  The  dangers  which  encompalTed 
us  appeared  in  their  proper  colors,  and  required  not 
the  touches  of  art  to  give  them  a formidable  ap- 
pearance. Armies  of  contending  parties  obftru6ted 
our  progrefs  by  water;  and  a band  of  robbers 
threatened  to  purfue  our  footfteps  by  land.  In 
fhort,  we  difcovered  that  this  Turk  was  tender  of 
the  charaflers  of  MulTulmen,  until  he  began  to 
fufpecft  we  fhould  fuffer  by  their  treachery.  He 
therefore  informed  us  in  confidence,  that  we  fliould 
be  madmen  to  truft  ourfelves  over  the  defarts  of 
Thebais,  when  our  departure  could  not  be  kept  a 
fecret.  That,  allowing  the  hakeem  to  be  fincere, 
and  that  he  difpatched  us  agreeably  to  the  fkaik’s 
order,  there  would  not  be  wanting  rogues  in  this 
town,  who,  confident  of  our  carrying  away  money 
and  jewels  Vv'ith  us,  would  fecretly  collect  thirty  or 
forty  light  camels,  and  although  we  had  got  two 
days  ftart  of  them,  might  eafily  overtake,  plunder, 
and  murder  our  v/liole  body.  To  illuftrate  this  ob- 
fervation,  he  related  to  us  a ftory  of  a Turkifh  gen- 
tleman of  his  acquaintance,  who  was  treated  in  this 
manner  about  two  years  ago,  in  a journey  from  Co- 
fire  to  Ghinnah.  A report  univerfally  prevailed,  as 
in  our  cafe,  tliat  he  was  pofTeffed  of  great  wealthy 
and  he  was  followed  by  a fele(5t  band  into  the  de- 
fart, and  furprized  while  he  was  taking  fome  rc- 
freflimcnt  beneath  a t!icrn-trce.  His  party  was  too 
VoL.  I.  Z weak 
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weak  to  refift  the  robbers;  and  the  Turk  was  fhot 
through  the  head  at  the  firft  onfct.  This  anecdote 
naturally  led  him  to  refle61:  on  our  late  fituation, 
which  had  been  fo  fimilar  to  the  unfortunate  travel- 
ler’s, and  to  congratulate  us  on  the  ilTuc,  which  had 
been  fo  different.  He  was  afcertained  that  the 
fame  fate  had  been  intended  us,  from  which  we 
had  efcaped  by  a fingle  intervention  of  Provi- 
dence. On  the  other  hand,  our  friend  pointed  out 
the  probability  of  our  fhunning  the  dangers  of  the 
river,  by  the  taking  refuge  in  any  town  we  might 
be  near,  on  an  alarm  of  enemies ; not  to  add  the 
chance  of  fteering  clear  of  them  by  night,  and  ou^ 
ability,  in  a flout  boat,  to  make  a manful  refiftance 
againfl  an  hoftile  attack.  We  were  quickly  con- 
vinced of  the  propriety  of  this  advice ; and  it  is  re- 
folved  that  w'e  wait  for  the  fbaik’s  anfwer  refpefling 
oiir  departure.  Should  it  lo  happen  that  he  direft 
our  being  fent  by  land,  we  are  to  inform  the  hakeem 
that  W'e  are  content  to  run  all  rifks  by  water,  rather 
than  encounter  the  fatigues  of  another  camel-jour- 
ney : And,  moreover,  that  our  purfes  will  not  af- 
ford tlie  expence  of  it.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
-i  urk  is  to  fecure  a boat^,  and  to  hold  it  in  readinefs 
for  us.  1 his  is  a plan  that  has  been  reared  on  the 
moll  plaufible  foundation,  but,  like  the  reft  of  our 
airy  fchemes,  may  be  demolifhed  by  the  changes  of 
the  morrow. 

I know  not  whether  I flaould  lament  or  rejoice  at 
ftiy  not  being  pofleffed  of  the  true  fpirit  of  virtu, 
whicn,  overlooking  all  obftacles  and  perils,  leads 

the 


the  pofTeJTorj  to  hazard  every  thing  for  the  acqui- 
fitlon  of  an  antique  medal  or  feal.  Were  I one  of 
•the  number  whom  Pope  fays,  “ fighs  for  an  Otho, 
and  necrle6ts  his  bride,”  I might  indeed  add  to  the 
lift  of  the  curiofities  which  I have  picked  up,  but 
at  the  fame  time  endanger  our  very  liberties,  by  a 
fliew  of  enquirv  into  the  fmalleft  matters.  To 
procure  thefe  reliques>  money  mull  be  produced, 
the  mere  rumor  of  which  might  awaken  the  ava- 
rice of  the  people,  at  whofe  difpofal  we  lie.  Thefe 
refiedbions  were  fuggefted  by  a prefent,  which  I re- 
ceived this  evening  from  one  of  the  Chriftians,  of 
feals  taken  up  both  here  and  at  antient  Thebes. 
The  imprelTions,  it  muft  be  confefl:,  difcover  no 
great  elegance  in  the  engraving.  But  their  antiquity 
is  not  to  be  doubted,  from  the  remotenefs  of  the 
quarter  in  which  they  were  found. 


MONDAY,  25th  August. 

News  is  at  length  arrived  of  the  death  ot  the 
merchant  Mahomet  at  Cofire.  The  perfons  who 
communicated  it  to  us,  had  the  confidence  to  warn 
us  of  going  abroad  immediately)  left  the  relations 
of  the  deceafed  fhould  revenge  themfelves  upon  us, 
whofe  money  they  confider  to  have  been  the  caufe 
of  his  murder.  A pretty  inference,  truly ! worthy 
.of  the  fubtle  intellecfts  of  this  diabolical  tribe ! But 
whether  the  danger  exifts  or  not,  we  intend  to 
make  a plea  of  it  to  the  hakeem,  to  haften  our 
departure,  as  we  do  of  the  murder  itfelf,  to  excufe 
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our  going  by  land.  Indeed,  when  we  are  afcer- 
tained  of  the  villainy  of  the  Arabs,  who  are  law- 
lefs  enough  to  take  av/ay  a Muflulman’s  life  in 
the  middle  of  a caravan,  what  fecurity  ean  be  given 
to  Chriftians,  for  their  fltfety  with  a fmall  body  ? 
Our  Turk  paid  us  a morning  vifit  amid  thefe  de- 
terminations, and  again  confirmed  us  in  them.  He 
propofes  our  getting  away  to  Jirje  as  foon  as  pofii- 
ble,  and  remaining  there,  until  an  opportunity 
offers  to  convey  ourfelves  to  Cairo.  He  defcribes 
Jirje  to  be  a large  and  well-regulated  city ; where 
we  may  keep  ourfelves  private  in  a caravanfera, 
and  be  two  days  nearer  the  capital,  to  obtain  in- 
telligence. We  are  too  tired  of  the  opprefTion  and 
deceit  of  the  people  of  Ghinnah,  not  to  wifh 
earneftly  for  a change  of  the  fcene ; which,  at  any 
rate,  cannot  prove  lefs  agreeable  and  eligible  to  us. 

The  fiill  of  villainy  occafions  as  great  lamenta- 
tions in  this  town,  as  would  the  demife  of  integrity 
in  an  honefl  land.  The  tragedy  which  was  lately  afted 
near  Cofire,  gave  birth  to  a mournful  proceffion  of 
females,  which  pafled  through  the  different  flreets 
of  Ghinnah  this  morning,  and  uttered  difmal  cries 
lor  the  death  of  Mahomet.  In  the  center  was  a 
female  of  his  family,  who  carried  a naked  fword  in 
her  hand,  to  intimate  the  weapon  by  which  the  de- 
ceafed  fell.  At  fundry  places  the  proceffion  flop- 
ped, and  danced  around  the  fword,  to  the  mufic 
of  timbrels  and  tabors.  They  paufed  a long  time 
before  our  houfe,  and  fome  of  the  women  made 
threatening  figns  to  one  of  our  fervantsj  which 
agree  with  the  caution  we  received  to  keep  within 
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doors.  It  would  be  dangerous  enough  to  face  this 
frantic  company  j whofe  conftant  clamor  and  ex- 
travagant geftures  give  them  all  the  appearance 
of  the  female  Bacchanals  of  Thrace,  recorded  of 
old. 

As  our  Turk  came  up  flairs  this  evening,  he 
was  flopped  by  fome  of  the  hakeem’s  fervahts, 
and  we  were  obliged  to  fend  Ibrahim  to  obtain 
him  admittance.  The  little  man  was  much  net- 
tled at  this  ufage,  nor  could  we  account  for  it. 
The  buftle  below  flairs  had  occafioned  an  enquiry 
into  the  caufe,  and  Ibrahim  was  fummoned  by  the 
great  man,  to  explain  it.  The  Turk  infifted  upon 
accompanying  him,  and  returned  to  us  very  well 
fatisfied.  He  told  the  hakeem  that  he  was  an  ac- 
quaintance of  long  Handing;  was  known  to  our 
conful  at  Cairo,  and  purpofed  to  attend  us  to 
that  city.  We  are  very  well  pleafed  that  this  mat- 
ter is  broken  to  the  hakeem  ; who  politely  apo- 
logized for  the  affront,  which  had  been  offered 
to  a friend  of  ours,  through  the  ignorance  of  his 
fervants. 

The  meannefs  of  this  Abaffee  is  fliocking  to  a 
liberal  mind,  which  mufl  be  reduced  indeed  to 
accept  of  the  trifles  which  he  greedily  folicits.  He 
fufpedts  us  to  be  bare  of  money,  and  is  willing 
to  eafe  us  of  our  remaining  cloaths.  He  even 
takes  apparel  which  can  be  turned  to  no  ufe ; and 
the  very  fheets  from  our  beds  have  not  efcapcJ 
his  rapacious  hands.  Daily  are  the  inroads  wliich 
he  makes  into  our  baggage ; and  we  are  content  to 
have  it  reduced  to  a fmall  compafs.  Among  all 
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the  bad  qualities  this  tcllow  poffeffes,  pride  cannot 
be  included  in  the  number. 


T U E S D A Yj  26th  August, 

The  times  of  Y ambo  feem  to  be  once  more  re- 
vived, and  our  patience  fated  to  be  put  to  the  fe- 
verefl;  proof.  Three  days  are  elapfed  fince  the 
lad  letter  went  to  the  lliaik,  and  no  anfwer  is  yet 
arrived.  It  is  a myftery  to  all,  that  no  notice  has 
been  taken  of  the  various  accounts,  which  have 
been  tranfmitted  to  the  fhaik  relative  to  us. 
doubtlefs  knows  of  our  detention ; but  we  greatly 
apprehend,  that  he  is  ftill  a ftranger  to  the  princi- 
pal circumftances  of  our  ftory.  Were  it  not  for 
the  confidence  we  rcpofe  in  the  former  hakeem,  we 
fhould  not  expedt  any  orders  in  our  favor,  until 
tl.e  fhaik’s  return,  which  every  one  fays  is  near  at 
hand.  This  morning  we  faw  his  nephew  pafs  to- 
wards the  river,  where  he  embarks  in  a boat  to 
meet  the  fnaik.  Four  or  five  hours  of  a fair  wind, 
will  carry  him  to  the  place  to  which  his  uncle  ha^ 
lately  moved. 

We  had  a long  vlfit  from  the  hakeem  this  fore- 
noon. Fie  tells  us  that  advices  came  yefterday. 
from  Cairo,  which  afford  hopes  that  a ftrong  force 
will  foon  be  fent  up  the  river,  to  clear  it  of  Ibra-* 
him  Beg’s  parties.  A large  detachment  of  Ifmaul 
Beg’s  army  has  fecured  an  important  poll  about 
fifty  miles  below  Jirje  j fo  that  the  communication 
is  open  from  thence  to  Cairo  ^ and  Muftapha  Beg’s 

gallics 
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gullies  are  thereby  detained  at  Jirje.  A very  jQiort 
interval  may  occafion  a revolution  in  matters;  and 
the  rebels  who  obftrufl  our  progrefs,  may  be  driven 
back  to  the  upper  parts  of  the  Nile.  We  allb  find 
that  Ifmaul  Beg,  by  thefe  advices,  has  invefted  the 
Shaik  U1  Arab  with  the  fovereignty  of  four  more 
provinces  of  Upper  Egypt.  A refined  ftroke  of 
policy  in  the  Bey,  to  confirm  him  in  the  intereft  of 
the  government ; and  to  oblige  him  to  defend  thefe 
very  provinces  againft  the  fugitive  chiefs,  who 
might  acquire  a fupply  of  men  and  money  from 
the  conquefl  of  them. 

In  the  courfe  of  our  converfation  with  the  ha- 
keem, we  difcovered  his  predilection  to  our  going 
by  land.  On  our  pointing  out  the  obftacles  which 
might  deter  us  from  fuch  an  undertaking,  he  en- 
deavored to  obviate  them,  by  the  ftrongefl  afi'ur- 
ances  of  his  care  and  protection.  He  went  fo 
far  as  to  declare,  that  on  our  fetting  out  for  Cairo, 
he  would  feize  upon  Ally  and  the  fellows  who  had 
robbed  us,  and  detain  thern  in  cuftody  until  our 
fafety  was  known.  That  he  would  alfo  afhx  chops 
or  feals,  upon  the  warehoufe-doors  of  the  camel- 
drivers,  until  they  returned  with  the  intelligence 
of  our  arrival  at  Cairo.  Thefe  promifes  are  en- 
couraging enough,  and  might  induce  us  to  venture 
at  laft  upon  camels,  if  an  example  were  made  of 
the  rogues  who  plundered  us,  to  deter  others  frorn 
attempting  the  like.  The  camel-drivers  who  went 
with  the  company  of  Turks  to  Cairo,  are  expe(^ed 
jjack  in  four  or  five  days.  They  will,  perhaps, 
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bring  us  an  anfwer  from  Mr.  Baldwinj  and  we 
have  the  good  fortune  to  be  furniflied,  by  his 
means,  with  a recommendation  to  the  fhaik  from 
Ifmaul  Beg.  But  there  is  little  chance  of  our  be- 
ing obliged  to  determine  on  this  point,  during  the 
abfence  of  the  fhaik.  The  government  is  likely 
to  reap  no  little  advantage  from  our  coming  here. 
The  murder  of  Mahomet  has  given  it  a pretence, 
to  fecure  the  property  of  the  camel-drivers  be- 
longing to  that  caravan.  We  faw  a fecretary  pafs 
by  with  a party  of  foldiers  this  afternoon,  and  were 
told,  that  he  had  been  affixing  chops  to  the  diffe- 
rent warehoufes  of  their  caravanfera,  which  con- 
tained coffee  to  a confiderable  amount.  This  would 
partly  go  towards  fatisfying  the  family  of  the  de- 
ceafed,  but  the  moft  confiderable  portion  be  confiff 
cated  to  government. 

I went  up  to  the  top  of  our  houfe  in  the  even-: 
ing,  to  obferve  the  progrefs  of  the  inundations  of 
the  Nile.  The  frefhes  now  are  at  the  greateft 
height  i and  there  appeared  a prodigious  alteration 
in  the  fcene  fince  my  lafl;  view  of  it.  Tlie  waters 
are  fpread  to  the  very  extremities  of  the  town. 
The  ftream  is  greatly  agitated  and  difcolored,  and 
runs  down  with  the  force  of  an  headlono"  torrent 

o j.  ♦ 


WEDNESDAY,  27th  August, 

I was  awakened  before  day-break  by  the  fame 
troo^  of  women,  w'hich  paffed  our  houfe  the  oth£r 
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day  in  honor  to  the  memory  of  Mahomet.  Their 
difmal  cries  fuited  well  with  the  lonely  hour  of  the 
night : and  I imderftand  that  this  relic  of  the  Gre- 
cian cuftom  lafts  for  the  fpace  of  feven  days  5 dur- 
ing which  interval  the  female  relations  of  the  dc- 
ceafed  make  a tour  through  the  town,  morning  and 
night,  beating  their  breads,  throwing  allies  on  their 
heads,  and  difplaying  every  artificial  token  of  for- 
row. 

The  general  rumor  of  the  town  is,  that  the  fhaik 
will  be  here  to-morrow.  Some  of  his  domeftics 
are  arrived,  which  in  a manner  confirms  it.  It  is 
time  for  us  to  be  relieved  from  the  reftraint  we 
are  under,  as  every  hour  teems  with  the  danger 
of  difcoveries.  From  the  frequent  infpedlion  of 
our  baggage,  we  ftill  hold  it  expedient  to  carry  our 
money  and  valuables  about  us.  Befides  the  irk- 
fomenefs  of  fuch  a charge,  accidental  occurrences 
have  often  brought  us  to  the  brink  of  betraying  it: 
and  more  than  once,  to  my  great  confufion,  has 
the  hakeem  himfelf  fate  down  fb  clofe  to  the  place 
where  my  watch  has  been  concealed,  that  he  muft 
infallibly  have  heard  it  going,  had  we  not  drained 
all  our  invention  to  engage  his  attention.  God 
grant  that  the  fhaik  was  once  come  among  us ! 
when  the  word  which  can  happen  will  be,  that  we 
fhall  know  the  utmod  malice  of  our  fate. 

We  took  a walk  this  evening  along  the  banks 
of  the  Nile,  to  fee  the  revolution  of  things  in  that 
quarter.  The  deluge  extends  itfelf  daily  on  every 
fide  j and  we  remarked  many  places  where  the 

river 


LETTER  II. 


34^ 

■river  has  formerly  made  inroads  into  the  town  it- 
I'elf.  A face  of  bufinefs  diffufes  itfelf  around  the 
country.  The  hufbandmen  have  prepared  their 
grounds  for  the  reception  of  the  manure,  which 
the  floods  will  leave  upon  them.  Nature  alTifls 
them  in  a point,  the  moll  laborious  and  expen- 
five  to  the  farmer  in  other  * countries ; and  to 
this  account  the  cheapnefs  of  grain  may  be  im- 
puted in  Upper  Egypt,  more  than  to  the  quantity 
which  the  land  produces,  which  is  only  culti- 
vated on  the  banks  of  the  Nile.  When  the  waters 
retire,  the  feed  is  immediately  fown,  and  a crop  is 
reaped  within  the  fliort  fpace  of  four  months. 
The  mofl;  aftonifliing  inftance  of  the  quicknefs  of 
vegetation  that  the  world  can  afford.  As  we  had 
encountered  fome  intelligent  fellows*  on  the  road, 
I enquired  into  fome  of  the  natural  curiofities, 
which  have  fo  long  diftinguillicd  tliis  region.  I 
learn  that  the  oftrich  is  too  common,  to  be  much 
regarded  by  the  natives.  That  the  crocodile  is 
a mofl;  formidable  tenant  of  the  Nile,  and  held  in 
great  dread  by  the  fifhermen ; one  of  whom  told 
us,  that  he  was  prefent  at  the  death  of  a crocodile 
a fhort  time  ago,  in  whofe  belly  were  found  the 
gold  rings  and  ornaments  of  a dancing-girl,  who 
was  devoured  by  the  monfter,  as  fhe  was  bathing 
in  the  river.  The  hippopotamus,  or  river-horfe,  is 

The  author  muft  except  the  kingdom  of  Bengal,  which 
js  watered  by  that  noble  river  the  Ganges  ; whofe  operations 
S.nd  elitfls  bear  an  intimate  rcfemblance  to.  thofe  of  the  Nile. 

likewife 
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likewife  yet,  though  rarely,  met  with,  between  this 
place  and  Jirie.  I have  an  exaft  r -femblance  of 
him  in  an  antique  feal  which  came  from  the  ruins 
of  Thebes  ; but  I muft  add,  that  he  is  often  found 
to  be  twelve  feet  and  upwards  in  length,  His  (kin 
is  fo  hard  as  to  refill  a mufket-bail  ; and  he  is  fo 
cunning,  as  feldom  or  never  to  be  feen  alliore,  by 
day-light.  Among  the  various  reafons  that  ir'duce 
my  preferring  to  travel  by  water,  the  defire  of  be- 
holding this  rare  produdlion  of  nature,  is  not  the 
leaft  cogent ; and  I cannot  but  anticipate  the  gra- 
tifications which  are  in  (lore  for  us,  whenever  I me- 
ditate on  a voyage  down  the  Nile,  dillurbed  as  it  is 
l^y'the  commotions  of  war. 


THURSDAY,  ctSth  August. 

The  morning  was  ulhered  in  by  the  arrival  of  a 
great  man,  who  came  immediately  to  our  houfe, 
accompanied  by  the  hakeem,  who  went  to  the  river- 
fide  to  receive  him.  He  is  a Turk,  and  w.is  Liteiy 
governor  of  Ghofe,  a town  fome  hours  dillant  up 
the  Nile,  from  whence  he  was  removed  on  che  re- 
volution at  Cairo.  He  is  going  by  land  to  tliat 
city,  and  on  hearing  of  our  fituation,  very  politeiy 
fent  a melTage  to  requeft  the  fiivor  of  our  company. 
A better  opportunity  could  not  have  offered  itfel 
for  our  proceeding  by  this  route ; and  we  mun:  un- 
doubtedly avail  ourfelvcs  of  it,  if  no  good  intel  . 

aence  reach  us  touching  the  palfage  by  water,  be- 
y fore 
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fore  the  fhaik’s  return,  which  this  Turk  aflures  us 
will  be  to-morrow  evening,  or  the  next  morning  at 
furtheft.  It  will  be  with  the  utmoft  regret,  that  we 
forego  the  verdant  profpefts,  the  romantic  feenes, 
which  the  banks  of  the  Nile  abound  with,  to  tra- 
verfe  ftony  vallies  and  a dreary  wade.  We  cannot, 
witli  any  degree  of  patience,  compare  the  eafe  and 
convenience  of  a boat,  to  the  labor,  fatigue,  and 
heat  we  lhall  experience,  in  journeying  upon  ca- 
mels. But  fo  hearty  is  our  averfion  to  the  people 
we  are  among,  fo  wearied  out  are  we  with  the  de- 
lays we  have  met  with,  that  we  are  ready  to  en- 
counter the  horrors  of  the  defart,  provided  we  en- 
counter them  under  a fafe  condud,  rather  than 
remain  here  a week  longer,  to  wait  the  iflue  of 
the  difputes  upon  the  river. — But  our  refolutions 
are  the  fport  of  fortune,  and  catch  their  hue  from 
the  afpedt  of  the  day.  It  is  with  fome  concern, 
that  we  fhall  feparate  ourfelves  from  our  little 
Turkifh  acquaintance,  whofe  good-humor  and  at- 
tention have  greatly  preferred  him  in  our  efteem. 
But  it  would  be  folly  to  rejedb  the  protection  of 
this  great  man,  who  travels  with  a ftrong  guard,  for 
the  uncertain  and  dangerous  profpecd  of  getting 
down  by  water. 

We  .were  warmly  folicited  by  the  hakeem  to- 
day, for  various  articles,  which  he  had  overlooked 
before.  This  is  a ftrong  intimation  that  his  mafter 
is  at  hand,  to  deliver  us  at  leaft  from  his  impor- 
tunities. 


FRIDAY^ 
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FRIDAY,  29th  August. 


A woman  came  to  our  door  to-day,  who  ufed  to 
afk  charity  of  us  at  Cofire.  She  is  juft  arrived  with 
the  caravan,  and  brings  fome  fliocking  accounts 
touching  the  death  of  Mahomet.  It  appears,  that 
he  was  left  in  the  defart  by  the  villains  who  af- 
faulted  him,  and  remained  there  three  days  without 
any  alTiftance  whatever,  when  he  was  accidentally 
taken  up  by  a party  of  a few  camels,  and  carried  to 
Cofire.  There  he  lingered  three  days  more,  ere 
death  relieved  him  from  the  pains  he  endured. 
The  tortures  which  were  refer ved  for  this  poor 
wretch,  from  the  rankling  of  his  many  wounds,  are 
really  affedring  to  humanity ; but  the  horrors  which 
muft  have  haunted  his  confcience  in  this  dreadful 
interval,  are  too  formidable  to  conceive.  The  de- 
ceit which  he  had  praclifed  towards  ftrangers,  the 
breach  of  hofpitality  beneath  his  owm  roof,  and  the 
perjuries  that  he  had  committed  in  the  prefence  of  a 
juft  God,  muft  in  thofe  moments  have  recurred 
v/ith  double  force  to  his  imagination,  and  ftruck 
him  with  a full  convidtion  of  his  guilt.  Even  the 
Arabs  themfelvcs,  who  are  feldom  reftrained  from 
evil  from  the  contemplation  of  a future  ftate,  ac- 
knowledge the  interpofition  of  the  divine  hand  in 
the  fate  of  this  man.  Unhappy  vidtim  of  preju- 
dice and  pafiion  ! may  thy  fins  have  been  expiated 
by  die  anguifil  of  thy  exit ! And  may  the  eternal 

pardon 
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pardon  which  is  promifed  to  repentance,  meet  thee 
as  fully,  as  what  I beftow  upon  thy  offence  ! 

Our  hopes  of  going  in  company  with  the 
Tuikifli  officer,  are  cut  off  as  foon  as  formed.  He 
purpofes  fetting  out  this  night,  and  we  are  im- 
movably fixed  here,  until  the  prefence  of  the  ffiailc 
breaks  the  fpell.  We  cannot  but  fecretly  reproach 
the  hakeem  for  this  dlfappointment.  Had  he  per- 
mitted of  my  embaffy  to  the  ffiaik,  there  is  little 
doubt  but  we  ffiould  have  obtained  permiffion  to 
accompany  this  Turk  to  Cairo.  But  we  have  not 
been  wantins:  to  cffc(5l  the  utmoft.  We  have  writ- 
ten  a fourth  letter  to  Mr.  Baldwin,  ftating  our  un- 
comfortable fituation;  which  we  h'ave  committed 
to  the  care  of  one  of  the  Turk’s  domeftics,  through 
die  means  of  Ibrahim. 

The  Turk  and  his  party  departed  at  midnight, 
which  we  obferved  from  our  windows,  that  almoft: 
face  his  lodgings.  He  had  given  out  that  he 
ffiould  not  go  until  the  morning.  Thefc  precau- 
tions were  taken  by  the  former  travellers  who  went 
by  land ; to  deceive,  we  prefume,  the  thieves  who 
lurk  in  this  neighborhood. 


SATURDAY,  joth  August*. 

We  had  fcarcely  breakfafted  this  morning,  when 
advice  came  of  the  long-expedlied  approach  of  the 
Shaik  U1  Araib.  We  immediately  went  to  the  top 
of  our  houfe,  to  fee  the  ceremony  of  his  landing* 

We 
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We  had  hitlierto  retrained  our  joy  at  an  event, 
which  was  too  defirablc  to  be  credited,  without  the 
evidence  of  our  fenfes.  The  reader  may  judge 
tlierefore  of  our  emotions,  when  we  beheld  a large 
fleet  of  boats,  falling  down  with  the  ftream.  We 
found  the  lhaik  to  be  in  the  headmofl:,  from  the 
pendant  and  enfign  which  were  difplayed  on  board; 
and 'he  foon  entered  the  creek,  which  is  a flielter 
for  boats  from  the  violence  of  the  frefhes,  both  fides 
of  which  w'ere  lined  with  people  to  receive  him. 
But  by  the  ftrength  of  the  current  his  boat  was 
forced  upon  a bank,  mid-way  in  the  creek,  and  not 
without  great  difficulty,  difengaged.  The  water- 
men on  the  Nffe  do  not  feem  to  underftand  their 
buflnefs,  like  their  fraternity  on  the  Thames ; or 
they  would  not  have  left  their  monarch  fo  long  in 
perplexity.  Several  ropes  gave  way  in  drawing  the 
boat  from  the  bank  ; and  two  hours  elapfed  before 
file  was  brought  to  the  landing-place,  though  af- 
fifted  by  fome  hundreds  of  people. 

It  was  pleafant  enough  to  behold  the  terraces 
crowned  with  women  on  this  occafion.  Their 
keepers  were  probably  .abroad,  to  pay  their  com- 
pliments to  the  fliaik,  while  the  birds  flew  to  the 
tops  of  their  cages,  to  tafte  of  the  momentary  fweets 
of  liberty.  I never  faw  fo  numerous  a fhew  of  fe- 
males, fome  of  vdiom,  in  our  neighborhood,  pro- 
claimed themfelves  proficients  in  the  arts  of  co- 
quetry, by  withdrawing  their  vails  to  attradt  our 
notice,  and  dropping  them  again,  when  our  eyes 
w'ere  fixed  upon  rheir  faces.  Many  were  the  falu- 
Q ‘ rations 
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rations  we  received  from  thefe  good-natured  crea- 
tures j whofe  freedom  of  behavior  to  us,  I attri- 
bute to  the  rigid  confinement  in  which  they  are 
kept.  Reftraint  is  the  bane  of  modefty  in  female 
bofoms ; and  I will  venture  to  fay,  that  there  are 
more  women  of  loofe  inclinations  in  the  Turkifli 
dominions,  than  in  all  Europe  befide.  So  juft  is 
the  advice  of  our  countryman  Prior,  in  regard  ta 
our  treatment  of  a fiir  companion : 

Be  to  her  faults  a little  hlind. 

Be  to  her  virtues  very  kind  ,• 

Let  all  her  ways  be  unconfindy 
And  clap  your  padlock  on  her  mindV* 

At  four  o’clock  we  were  fummoned  to  the  pre^ 
fence  of  the  fliaik,  whom  we  found  alone  in  a lower 
apartment  of  his  palace.  We  were  much  elevated 
by  his  arrival,  and  perhaps,  could  not  have  ap- 
peared to  better  advantage  before  our  prote6lorj 
whofe  cordial  reception  of  us  befpeaks  him  to  be 
fuch,  in  the  trueft  fenfe  of  the  word.  He  feated  us 
on  the  fame  carpet  with  himfelf,  and  after  a few 
compliments,  which  were  interpreted  to  us  by 
Ibrahim,  he  diredled  coffee  and  fruit  to  be  placed 
before  us.  Here  for  the  firft  time  we  faw  grapes, 
which  were  very  fine,  and  a peculiar  date,  which 
furpaffes  every  thing  of  the  kind  I ever  met  with. 
While  we  were  partaking  of  this  .repaft,  I had  lei- 
fure  to  take  a full  view  of  the  ftiaik,  and  cannot  rc- 
fift  the  inclination  of  introducing  a charafler  to  the 
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reader,  of  which  I flatter  myfelf  he  will  have  reafon 
to  be  enamored  hereafter. 

Ifman  Abu  Ally,  the  great  fiiaik  of  the  Arabs — ■ 
for  fuch  we  would  render  the  Shaik  U1  Arab — is  a 
fhort  fat  man,  of  about  flve  feet  two  inches  hif^h, 
and  turned,  as  we  learn,  of  feventy-five.  His  eyes 
are  grey,  and  his  complexion  very  fair  j but  what 
at  once  gives  him  a Angular  and  more  youthful 
look,  his  beard,  which  is  very  bulhy,  is  colored  of  a 
bright  yellow.  This  exterior  may  not  feem  the 
mofl;  promifing,  and  might  create  dillafte,  if  the  be- 
nevolence that  beams  from  his  countenance,  were 
not  foremofl:  to  fecure  the  heart  of  the  beholder. 
Neither  can  the  Ihrillnefs  of  his  voice  which  is 
harfh  and  diflfonant,  deftroy  the  beauty  of  the  fenti- 
ments,  which  it  is  infufflciently  made  life  of  to  con- 
vey j as  the  elegance  of  the  words  may  fometimes 
atone  for  the  demerits  of  a tune.  He  is  Hill  aftive, 
for  a man  of  his  fize  and  age ; and  his  fpirits  are  fo 
good,  that  were  it  not  for  the  ravage  which  time 
has  made  among  his  teeth,  he  might  pafs  for  a 
younger  man  by  twenty  years  at  leaf:.  Except  the 
viziers  of  Yambo  and  Ghinnah,  whom  we  had 
found  to  be  villains  by  fad  experience,  we  had  hi- 
therto dealt  with  the  drofs  of  the  nation.  It  was 
relerved  for  this  moment,  for  us  to  meet  with  the 
polite  gentleman  and  the  honeft  man,  comprized  in 
the  perfon  where  they  ought  to  be  found,  in  the  re- 
prefentative  of  his  people.  Happy  the  fubjefl  of  a 
virtuous  land,  who  at  once  pofl'elTes  and  imitates  fo 
rare  an  example  ! But  hov/  funk  in  the  abyfs  of  in- 
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famy  are  the  race,  wlio  wholly  deviate  from  the 
ftandard  of  reditude  ; and  thorgh  daily  reproached 
by  the  life  of  their  monarch,  are  not  to  be  re- 
claimed by  the  tone  of  authority,  or  the  elocution 
of  aflive  virtue  1 

We  had  quickly  caufe  to  find,  that  we  had  not 
given  the  fliaik  too  much  credit  for  his  integrity, 
llis  impatience  to  acquit  himfelf  in  our  opinion,  of 
any  connivance  at  the  condudl  of  his  fervants,  could 
fcarcely  be  reftrained  by  the  forms  of  civility,  which 
precluded  biifinefs  during  our  repaft.  But  no 
fooner  was  it  ended,  than  he  fltifted  the  converfa- 
tion,  and  caiue  direftly  to  the  point  which  we  were 
fo  much  concerned  in.  He  lamented  the  treatment 
which  we  had  undergone,  and  which  could  only 
have  happened  in  his  abfence  j and  he  vehemently 
reprobated  the  behavior  of  his  officers,  which  he 
was  determined  to  puniffi  in  the  moft  exemplary 
manner.  After  a few  leading  queftions,  which 
tended  to  confirm  the  report  that  had  been  made  to 
him  touching  our  ftory,  he  profeffed,  that  his  re- 
turn to  Ghinnah  had  been  hailened  on  our  account. 
That  lie  had  come  purpofely  to  do  us  ftridt  juftice 
on  our  perfecutors,  and  to  difpatch  us  under  a fafe 
conduct  to  Cairo.  As  a proof  of  his  fincerity,  he 
ordered  Ally,  the  brother  of  the  deceafed  Maho- 
met, to  be  brought  before  him.  He  had  been  pre- 
vioufly  taken  into  cuftody,  and  w'as  waiting 
without,  to  be  examined. , With  this  fellow,  came 
Sauker,  one  of  the  rogues  who  had  affifted  to  plun- 
der US,  and  w'ho  of  his  own  accord,  produced  the 
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things  which  had  fallen  to  his  fliare,  in  the  dlvifion 
of  the  fpoils.  He  laid  them  at  the  fliaik’s  feet ; 
and  with  the  greateft  efiTontery  declared,  that  he 
had  taken  them,  only  to  fecure  them  from  the 
thieves  of  the  houfc  : and  that  his  truih  might  be 
deduced  from  his  care  of  our  property.  Though 
his  offence  was  palpable,  this  ftep  was  fufficient  to 
fkreen  him  from  punifhment  in  a country,  where 
retribution  is  all  that  is  required  by  the  profecntor, 
and  where  juftice  is  generally  to  be  appeafed  by 
pecuniary  fines.  But  the  ill-advifed  Ally  did  not 
efcape  in  this  manner.  He  boldly  denied  having 
robbed  us  of  money  or  valuables,  and  was  loudly 
exclaiming  at  the  injuflice  of  the  acculation,  when 
the  fliaik  raifed  his  voice,  and  a dozen  Abyffinian 
naves  fuddenly  feized  on  the  culprit,  and  hurried 
him  out  of  the  room.  We  were  in  pain  for  the 
fellow,  and  were  meditating  on  the  confequences  of 
his  arreft,  when  he  was  brought  into  our  prefence 
attain,  bound  hand  and  foot,  with  a chain  about 
his  neck,  by  which  he  was  held.  He  w^as  on  the 
point  of  receiving  the  baftinado  on  his  knees,  when 
he  confeffed  the  charge,  and  promifed  to  return  all 
that  he  had  taken  from  us.  The  fhaik  was  in- 
clined to  inflicSt  the  punifhment  on  him  ; but  by  the 
interpofition  of  thofe  about  him,  in  which  we  joined, 
he  remitted  it  for  the  prefent;  and  diredled  Ally  to 
be  led  home,  that  he  might  produce  the  goods. 
Our  triumph  was  complete.  One  of  our  ancient 
enemies  had  atoned  for  his  crime,  in  a manner  that 
outwent  the  moft  fanguine  idea  of  revenge.  Idie 
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Other  was  liumbled  at  our  feet.  He  -furyived  in- 
deed : but  it  was  only  to  abafe  himfelf  before  us, 
and  to  depend  upon  our  moderation  for  his  fe- 
curity  ! 

In  about  half  an  hour  Ally  returned,  and  pro- 
duced a few  of  the  Icaft  valuable  articles.  He 
earneftly  requeued  until  the  morning  to  deliver  up 
the  reft,  and  to  repay  us  the  money  that  he  had 
cheated  us  out  of.  This  was  granted  him  at  our 
defire,  and  the  prifoncr  committed  to  his  own 
houfe,  under  the  cuftody  of  a ftrong  guard. 

Several  of  the  ftiaik  s courtiers  had  come  in  dur- 
ing this  examination,  among  w'hom  were  his  ne- 
phew and  the  (^iiondttM  hakeem.  We  found  the 
latter  was  in  difgrace,  and  endeavored  to  make  his 
peace,  by  expreftlng  to  his  m.after,  the  many  obli- 
gations we  lay  under  to  his  care  of  our  perfons. 
i he  good  old  man  only  Ihook  his  head  in  reply, 
and  waved  the  fubjedl,  by  defiring  us  to  attend 
again  at  feven  o’clock  the  next  morning,  when  he 
had  fummoned  a full  court  of  juftice  to  punifli  our 
He  difmifled  us,  with  freflr  afturances 
of  his  proteeftion  3 and,  as  an  earneft  of  what  we 
might  expeift,  he  diredled  our  fervants  to  cairy 
home  the  recovered  goods  in  triumph  before 
us. 
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SUNDAY,  31ft  August. 

We  breakfafted  betimes,  and  at  feven  o’clock 
went  to  the  Ibaik’s  houfe.  The  court  were  al- 
ready aflembled  in  an  open  fpot  before  the  houfe, 
which  was  fhaded  by  an  high  wall  from  the  morn- 
ing fun.  Here  we  found  the  fliaik  encompafTed  by 
his  great  men,  with  a number  of  foldiers  and  atten- 
dants at  fome  diftance  in  their  front.  Carpets  were 
fpread  in  the  intermediate  fpace  for  our  reception. 
Here  we  feated  ourfelves,  after  making  our  obei- 
fance  to  the  fnaik,  and  waited  in  filence  the  ifllie 
of  the  trial.  Next  to  the  fliaik’s  right  hand  was 
placed  lus  nephew,  and,  as  we  underftand,  his  de- 
clared fucceflbr  in  the  government.  He  is  a 
comely  and  good-humored  looking  man,  feem- 
ingly  between  thirty  and  forty  years  of  age;  and 
by  his  behavior,  appeared  to  be  lefs  our  enemy  than 
any  other  of  his  uncle’s  counfellors.  So  unhappy 
is  this  upright  and  .humane  prince  in  the  lot  of  his 
fervants. 

Juft  before  we  cam.e  in,  the  culprit  Ally  had  un- 
dergone a fevere  baftinado,  on  again  proving  re- 
fractory; and  the  hakeem  was  fent  to  fearch  his 
houfe  for  the  ftolen  goods.  This  occafioned  a 
paufe  in  the  proceedings,  which  was  interrupted  by 
the  fudden  appearance  of  the  vizier,  who,  to  our 
great  aftoniftimcntj  took  a feat  which  was  vacant 
next  to  the  ftiaik’s  nephew.  This  confidence  was 
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unexpcflcd,  and  (illed  us  with  unfavorable  prog- 
iioflics  of  the  event  of  our  fuit.  But  our  doubts 
were  of  fliort  continuance,  lie  had  entered  unre- 
garded by  his  mailer,  and  was  talking  with  great 
eafe  to  thofe  about  him,  when  the  fliaik  turned 
about,  and  in  a folemn  tone,  afleed  him  for  the 
fliauls  and  things,  which  he  had  received  from  the 
Englilli  gentlemen.  The  whole  frame  of  this  gay 
courtier  was  evidently  difeompofed  by  this  quef- 
tion.  He  had  probably  laid  his  account  with  our 
fuppreffing  the  part  he  had  taken  againft  us,  after 
the  high  hand  with  which  he  had  once  flopped  the 
accufation  of  Abdul  RuTar,  and  was  unprepared 
with  an  evafion.  Elis  countenance  inftandy  was 
difrobeci  of  its  pleafantry  ; his  limbs  trembled,  and 
his  tongue  faltered  in  framing  a reply,  the  fubftance 
of  which  was,  that  he  was  a flranger  to  the  matter 
with  which  he  was  charged.  We  were  afhamed 
of  the  meannefs  of  a man  of  his  rank,  but  the  wrath 
of  the  fnaik  was  v/ound  up  to  the  highefl  pitch  at 
t!ie  hearino;  of  this  falfehood.  He  was  confirmed 
of  the  guilt  from  the  fymptoms  which  the  offender 
difplayed ; and  v/ithout  calling  any  frefli  evidence 
to  corroborate  it,  he  proceeded  to  decide.  But  he 
could  hardly  find  utterance  for  his  orders,  which 
were  to  arreft  and  flog  the  vizier  immediately.  A 
number  of  flaves  darted  from*the  croud,  to  execute 
the  pleafure  of  thfeir  lord.  The  aftonifhed  miniller 
could  not  believe  his  ears,  and  v/ould  fain  have 
]:erfuaded  himfclf  that  the  affair  was  a jell.  He 
was  prefently  convinced  of  his  miftakc.  'I'iie  oE 
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}\ccrs  of  juflicc  laid  violent  hands  upon  his  pcrfun, 
tumbled  him  from  his  proud  feat,  and  in  a rude 
manner  hurried  him  away,  in  fpite  of  his  outcries 
nnd  fruitlefs  refiftance.  This  behavior  ferved  onlv 
to  exafperate  the  fliaik.  His  eyes  flafhed  with  the 
honeft  indignation  which  lighted  his  bofom ; his 
ftrength  could  fcarcely  fupport  the  agitations  of  his 
mind ; and  after  fome  effort,  he  raifed  himfelf  from 
his  carpet,  and  repeated  his  commands  in  a voice, 
that  ftruck  terror  into  tlie  breads  of  all  prefent. 
He  was  immediately  furrounded  by  a croud  of  his 
courtiers,  who  kiffed  his  hands,  embraced  his 
knees,  and  interceded  with  him  for  the  pardon  of 
the  vizier.  Thefe  nobles  took  no  fliare  in  the  paf- 
fions  of  their  monarch,  and  were  only  attentive  to 
exculpate  one  of  their  body,  though  at  tlie  expence 
of  honor  and  juftice. 

I muft  own  that  I was  concerned  at  the  fear- 
ftil  fituation  of  a man,  who  had  never  been 
guilty  of  any  aftual  violence  towards  us,  and 
whofe  greatefl  trefpafs  was  the  receipt  of  prefents, 
on  his  aflu ranees  of  proteftion,  when  he  permit- 
ted of  our  being  plundered  by  our  inhofpitable 
hofl  and  his  adherents.  Thefe,  how'ever,  were 
crimes  of  the  deeped  dye,  in  the  eyes  of  the  good 
old  fhaik.  When  we  diredled  Ibralnm  to  plead 
for  the  inoffenfive  conduft  of  the  vizier  tov/ards  us, 
he  would  not  hear  of  any  apology  for  a villain,  who 
had  fo  little  the  honor  of  his  country  at  heart,  as  to 
injure  its  charadter  by  v/inking  at  the  maltreatment 
of  drangers.  He  could  tf.e  Icfs  overlook  it  in  a 
fi-TVant  of  his  own,  and  added,  that  it  was  at  our  in- 
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fiance  only,  he  would  remit  the  punifliment  due  to 
his  enormity.  The  mortification  neverthelefs  was 
referved  for  the  vizier,  that  he  fhould  be  brought 
before  us,  dilarrayed  of  his  gay  apparel,  his  hands 
bound  behind  him,  and  a chain  faflened  about  his 
neck.  In  this  miferable  plight,  he  was  told  of  the 
obligation  he  was  under  to  our  generous  applica- 
tion j and  led  home  by  a guard,  to  produce  his  ilE 
gotten  acquifition,  as  his  only  hope  of  fafety.  We 
obferved  a general  murmur  among  the  grandees,  a|^ 
the  compliment  which  was  paid  us  on  this  occafion. 
The  dilgrace  of  one  of  their  body  excited  nq 
friendly  fentiments  towards  us  3 and  not  a few  me- 
nacing looks  were  thrown  upon  us  from  the  circle, 
On  the  other  hand,  the  fliaik  harangued  them  in  a 
fenfible  and  pathetic  fpeech,  on  the  honor  of  their 
nation.  He  caft  the  moft  juft  'and  fevere  re-r 
proaches  on  the  charaefter  of  the  abfent  minifter, 
and  warned  them  in  future,  againft  fuch  inhuman 
pradlices  towards,  Chriftians  and  ftrangers.  He 
then  turned  to  us  with  the  kindeft  afpcdl,  and  re- 
affured  us  of  his  proteflion.  He  thanked  us  for 
tlic  confidence  which  we  had  repofed  in  him,  in 
venturing  through  a country,  fo  remote  and  un- 
known ,3  and  lamented  anew,  that  his  abfence  from 
his  capital  had  given  room  for  our  repenting  the 
expel  intent.  He  fuppofed  that  no  fociety,  however 
enlightened,  was  free  from  the  clafs  of  reptiles  by 
which  we  had  fuffered ; and  the  law  provided  a juft 
retaliation  for  the  offence.  But  he  attributed  the 
commilFion  of  the  offence  to  the  neglecft  of  the 
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hakeem  of  Ghinnah,  who  had  (lumbered  like  an 
unwary  centincl  on  his  duty.  For  this  he  had  been 
difeharsed  from  his  office,  and  a (lave  of  his  own 
been  fent  to  take  care  of  us  until  his  arrival.  All 
that  was  now  wanting  to  complete  our  fatisfaftion, 
w'as  the  recovery  of  our  Ioffes,  which  he  would  fee 
effected ; and  our  journey  to  Cairo,  which  he  fwore 
iliould  be  accomplilhed  without  an  injury  being  of- 
fered to  an  hair  of  our  heads, 

As  virtue  as  well  as  vice  is  magnified  by  com- 
parifon,  it  will  not  appear  extraordinary,  that  our 
encreafing  regard  for  this  great  man  began  to  bor- 
der upon  enthufiafm.  Reader  ! if  thou  art  of  the 
yielding  kind,  if  thy  mould  be  fufceptible  of  ten- 
der impreffions — fay,  when  furrounded  by  a croud  , 
of  homely  females,  did  thy  heart  never  beat  high 
at  the  approach  of  tranfeendant  beauty  ? So,  from 
the  cloud  of  mifereants  that  encompaffed  his 
throne,  (hot  forth  the  glories  of  the  Egyptian  king’ 

So  bright,  fo  peerlefs  did  he  rife  from  the  contraft. 
So  unworthily  ffationed,  and  yet  fo  worthy  of  the 
ftation  in  which  his  birth  had  placed  him  ! Nurfed 
in  the  lap  of  ignorance  and  barbarifm,  like  ano- 
ther Peter,  he  had  triumphed  over  nature.  Nor 
opinion  could  warp,  nor  habit  could  bind  him.  He 
nobly  fpurned  the  prejudices  of  education,  and, 
w'ithout  any  guide,  fave  the  impulfe  of  innate 
goodnefs,  he  foared  to  the  fuperior  heights  of  vir- 
tue. She  feemed  the  miftrefs  of  his  inclinations, 
rather  than  of  his  election  or  intereft  ; and,  befide 
him,  the  ^vorld  may  afford  btit  few  fubjed's  of  fuch 
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an  influence.  It  is  ti*ue,  that  his  endeavors  were 
not  crowned  with  the  fuccefs  that  diftinguiflicd 
thoi'e  of  Peter  the  Great.  But  Peter  attended 
more  to  the  aggrandizement  than  the  morals  of 
his  people  and,  with  all  tite  great  qualities  of 
tlie  hero,  funk  inflnitely  below  the  Egyptian,  in 
die  feeling^s  of  the  man.  The  latter  was  fit  to 
have  ruled  over  an  enlightened  empire.  While 
the  former,  after  all  his  victories,  v/as,  in  many  re- 
fpefts,  an  example  unworthy  of  imitation  ! 

Our  ignorance  of  the  Arabian  language  obliged 
us  to  have  recourfe  to  our  interpreter,  for  an  ac- 
knowledgement of  thefe  favors.  But  at  the  fame 
time,  it  faved  us  the  confufion  of  appearing  at  a 
lofs  for  a fuitable  reply.  We  flickered  ourfelves 
under  this  fortunate  circumftance,  which,  in  a great 
meafure,  left  our  patron  to  conceive  a gratitude, 
which  words  v/ould  have  but  poorly  exprefled. 

A mefTenger  now  arrived  with  two  fliauls  and 
my  creefe,  from  the  vizier.  The  other  fliaul,  he 
faid,  he  had  parted  with ; and  the  piftols  he  had 
given  to  Ally.  Once  more,  therefore,  was  the 
wretched  Ally  produced  before  the  court;  and  on 
denying  the  receipt  of  them,  the  baftinado  was 
again  inflicted  on  him^'.  Befldes  the  articles  which 

* This  is  a very  novel  as  well  as  fearful  punifhment.  The 
prifoner  is  placed  upright  on  the  ground,  with  his  hands  and 
feet  bound  together,  while  the  executioner  /lands  before  him, 
and,  with  a fhort  /lick,  Hrikcs  him  with  a fmart  motion  on  the 
outfide  of  his  knees.  The  pain  which  arifes  from  thefe  firokes, 
is  exquilitcly  fevere,  and  what  no  cor.ilitution  could  fupport 
ibr  any  continuance, 
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had  been  reilored,  there  were  ilill  a fiiver  urn,  a 
pair  of  gold  knee-buckles,  and  a quantity  of  va- 
luable linen  to  be  accounted  for.  Not  to  fpeak  of 
the  money  which  they  had  obtained  from  us,  under 
various  pretences.  But  thefe  were  faid  to  have 
fallen  to  Mahomet’s  hiare  in  the  divifion ; and 
his  robbery  and  death  were  made  a plea  of  by 
the  family,  to  fatisfy  us  for  our  lofs.  The  fliaik 
would  not  hear  of  this  apology,  which  he  termed 
falfe  and  evafive.  And  fooner  than  we  fiiould  fuf- 
fer  by  that  family,  he  declared,  that  he  would  firft 
order  their  fubdance  to  be  difpofed  of,  and  if  that 
would  not  repay  us  for  our  Ioffes,  Ally  and  the  reft 
of  them  ftiould  be  fold  as  flaves,  to  make  up  the 
fum.  It  was  now  time  for  us  to  interfere.  The 
matter  w'as  exceeding  the  bounds  to  which  we 
meant  to  puflr  it;  and  policy,  as  well  as  humanity, 
prompted  us  to  drop  it.  Our  principal  aim  was 
to  get  from  Ghinnah,  under  a proper  protedtion. 
Our  perfecutors  had  been  chaftifed,  and  it  was  pre- 
ferable for  us  to  put  up  with  fome  inconvenience, 
rather  than  run  the  rifk  of  being  detained  here,  in 
the  purfuit  of  full  redrefs.  On  this  account  we 
liftened  to  the  mediation  of  the  hakeem,  and  fome 
of  the  courtiers,  who  befeeched  us  to  withdraw  our 
claim  to  all  but  eighty  dollars  of  the  remaining 
debt,  which  Ally  might  raife  frona  the  camels  he 
poffeffed.  Our  acquiefcence  in  this  propofal  gained 
us  credit  with  all  prefent,  and  drew  a particular 
compliment  from  the  w'orthy  fliaik  ; who  proteflcd, 
that  he  could  not  but  admire  our  generolity,  though 
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it  was  exercifed  at  the  expence  of  their  national 
charafter.  The  reader,  perhaps,  may  agree  with 
us,  that  we  ought  not  to  have  fubfcribed  to  this  in- 
finuation,  as  fuch  a man  as  was  then  before  us, 
v/as  enough  to  redeem  his  nation  from  obloquy. 

The  court  now  broke  up,  and  we  were  dif- 
miiTed,  not  a little  pleafed  with  this  mode  of  ad- 
miniftering  juilice.  The  punifliment  inflifted  upon 
robbers  in  other  countries,  fuppreffes  the  growth  of 
them  in  the  general  opinion.  But  when  we  refleft 
qn  the  frequent  robberies  that  are  committed  in 
our  own,  it  feems  doubtful,  whether  the  feverity 
of. the  fentence  anfwers  the  expc6led  end.  For  a 
traveller,  at  ieaft,  who  has  his  own  intereft  mold  at 
heart,  the  fatis{a6lion  which  we  received  was  in- 
finitely more  eligible,  than  any  that  could  have 
been  made  us  of  a f^nguinary  nature.  We  had 
recovered  what  we  had  loft  all  expectation  of  feeing 
again ; and  to  our  hafte  and  good-will  only,  is  to 
be  attributed  our  not  obtaining  the  unconditional 
benefit  of  the  lhaik’s  decree.  As  a fmall  token 
of  our  refpcift,  on  our  return  home,  we  made  up 
fuch  a prefent  as  we  judged  would  be  moft  accept- 
able to  a man  of  his  turn  of  mind,  and  fent  it  to 
the  fhaik  by  Ibrahim.  It  confifted  of  a couple  of 
fine  lhauis,  an  Indian  carpet  and  palampore,  and 
an  handfome  fabre  and  cafe  of  piftols.  Tlie  fabre 
and  pjftols,  tho’  articles  of  the  greateft  value,  he 
returned,  and  fent  us  many  thanks  for  our  remem- 
brance of  him  in  the  reft,  vdiich  he  faid  he  would 
keep  for  out  fake.  IJe  alfo  told  Ibrahim,  that 
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he  Iiad  dircdled  a nierchant  to  furnifh  us  with  ca- 
mels for  our  journey,  as  the  river  was  too  perilous 
for  us  to  venture  on.  This  laft  inftance  of  his  at- 
tention ferved  to  rivet  in  our  minds  the  chara6ter 
of  Ifman  Abu  Ally,  who  is  indeed  a pearl  thrown 
to  the  fwine  of  Ghinnahd 


M O N D Y,  ill  September. 

Our  whole  thoughts  now  are  turned  to  our  de- 
parture. The  merchant  attended  us  early  this 
morning,  in  company  with  the  hakeem,  to  fettle 
the  price  of  our  camels.  The  common  price  is 
from  eight  to  ten  dollars  each,  and  it  is  not  fur- 
prizing  that  we  pay  the  higheft.  But  the  number 
of  camels  which  they  obliged  us  to  take,  was  what 
vexed  us  the  moll.  We  want  but  nine  for  ourfelves 
and  fervants,  and  they  infill  upon  our  providing  fix 
more  for  the  ufe  of  our  guard.  Tliefe  are  our  ca- 
mel-drivers, who,  in  our  late  journey,  v/ere  wont  to 
ride  two  upon  a camel ; but  in  the  longer  one  wu 
are  about  to  enter  upon,  are  to  have  a beail  apiece. 
Thefe  additional  camels  will  greatly  encreale  the 
expence  j but  were  the  demand  an  impofition,  we 
are  determined  to  fubmit  to  it  with  a goovl  grace, 
rather  than  trouble  the  lhaik  any  further  upon  our 
Lore.  Wc  wiHi  not  to  add  to  the  number  of  ene- 
mies we  have  in  this  town,  and  mean  to  (juit  it 
with  the  utmofl  difpatch.  We  defired  the  hakeem, 
therefore,  to  advance  the  merchant  the  eigiity  dol- 


LETTER  IL 


366 

iars  which  he  was  to  levy  upon  Ally,  as  an  earncQ: 
for  the  hire  of  his  camels. 

A thought  ftruck  me  during  our  examination 
yefterday,  which  I would  not 'have  had  verified  for 
the  treafurcs  of  Eg^'pt.  The  lliaik  is  old  and  very 
corpulent ; and  had  it  fo  happened  that  he  had  burft 
a blood-veflel  in  the  heat  of  his  pafllon,  I was  re- 
volving the  probable  confequenccs  in  my  mind. 
There  was  not  a man  of  rank  prefent,  whom  we 
could  confider  in  the  light  of  our  friend.  Even 
tlie  nephew  was  neuter ; and  there  is  no  certainty 
of  the  part  he  would  have  taken,  had  iuch  an  ac- 
cident befallen  his  uncle.  In  truth,  there  is  little 
doubt  but  we  fhould  have  paid  for  his  favor  with 
our  lives.  Such  a backwardnefs  had  been  fhewn 
before  his  arrival  to  bring  the  offenders  to  juftice, 
and  inch  a forwardnefs  in  his  prefence  to  fkreen 
them  from  puniniment,  that  the  fliaik  law  through 
the  partiality  of  his  officers,  and  reprehended  them 
for  it.  One  particular  circumflancc  that  betrayed 
their  bent,  is  worthy  of  remark,  and  efcaped  me 
in  the  relation  of  the  bufinefs  of  ycflcrday.  I'he 
gold  buckles  which  had  been  taken  by  Ally  were 
put  down  in  the  lift  of  our  lolTes,  at  what  the  Arabs 
imagined  an  exorbitant  value.  I'hey  could  not 
flip  fuch  an  occafion  of  gratift’ing  their  malice, 
and  lowering  our  intereft  with  the  king.  Tlrey 
boldly  taxed  us  with  exaggerating  our  loftcs,  and 
endeavoring  to  profit  by  their  mailer’s  clemency. 
They  demanded  chat  a jeweller  might  be  fent  for, 
‘to  afeertain  the  truth  of  their  charge.  To  this 

' the 


LETTER  II. 


3^7 

the  fltaik  was  averfe,  as,  perhaps,  conceiving  we 
might  have  erred  through  miftake.  But  at  our 
inftance  a jeweller  attended,  whofe  evidence  de- 
feated the  malice  of  our  enemies,  tie  weighed 
diem  in  the  prefence  of  the  court,  and  pronounced 
the  gold  to  be  equal  to  the  value  affixed,  inde- 
pendent of  the  workmanfliip,  which  was  Ib  rare 
and  fo  curious,  that  he  fuppofed  it  muft  have  en- 
hanced the  price  of  the  buckles  more  than  one 
half.  It  muil  be  obferved,  that  this  jeweller,  like 
the  other  mechanics  of  this  country,  was  a Chrif- 
tian,  and  knew  the  ffiaik  too  well,  to  be  afraid 
of  fpeaking  the  truth,  to  the  great  confuhon  of  our 
accufers,  who  were  completely  creft-kilien  at  this 
retort. 

We  had  a frefh  proof  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
fhaik’s  concern  for  our  welfare.  It  leems  that  the 
camels  which  went  to  Cairo  with  the  company  ot 
Turks,  luckily  returned  this  forenoon,  and  as  they 
belong  to  the  ffiaik,  he  is  determined  to  accommo- 
date us  with  them.  This  intelligence  is  juft  brought 
us  by  the  hakeem,  who  was  lent  to  the  merchant 
for  our  monev  to  pay  to  the  ffiaik’s  peopie.  We  are 
not  a little  rejoiced  at  this  change,  which  will  add 
not  only  to  our  fecurity,  but  enfure  us  good  treat- 
ment from  the  camel-drivers  on  the  road.  At  five 
o’clock  they  came  to  pay  their  refpefts  to  us ; and 
we  have  promifed  the  head-man,  who  we  find  is  the 
chief  of  the  camel-drivers  of  Ghinnan,  and  an  offi- 
cer of  no  frnail  confequence,  a prefent  of  a drefs  on 
our  arriv’al  at  Cairo.  Ilis  camels  are  to  be  leady 
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to-morrow  evening,  when  we  are  to  let  out  on  our 
journey  through  the  wildernefs.  We  lhall,  in  all 
likelihood,  fall  into  the  track  of  the  children  of 
Ifrael,  when  they  fled  from  the  verdant  banks  of 
the  Nile,  and  took  refuge  on  the  flrores  of  Arabia. 
We  are  to  flrike  into  the  road  to  Suez,  to  fliun  the 
parties  that  hover  about  the  river ; and  it  was  not 
far  below  that  city,  that  the  Ifraelites  were  fuppofed 
to  have  croffed  the  Red-fea.  I cannot,  however, 
fupprefs  my  regret,  at  lofing  this  opportunity  of 
GoinK  down  the  Nile.  Elad  I been  a man  who  tra- 
veiled  for  his  amufement,  I fliould  not  probably 
have  experienced  this  difappointment.  I would 
have  waited  here,  agreeably  to  an  offer  which  the 
fliaik  made,  or  have  gone  to  Jirje,  as  the  little  Turk 
propofed,  until  the  troubles  on  the  river  were  fub- 
fided.  No  obftacle  Ihould  have  deterred  me  from 
exploring  the  courfe  of  fo  celebrated  a ftream,  but 
my  being  charged  with  buflnefs  of  a public  nature, 
which  will  not  admit  of  delay.  The  importance  of 
this  charge  has  been  the  rule  of  conduft  of,  at  leaf!:, 
Mr.  Hammond  and  myfelf.  It  induced  us  to 
commit  ourfelves  to  an  open  boat  in  the  Red-fea, 
in  the  hotteft  and  moft  unfavorable  feafon  of  the 
year ; and  it  now  prompts  us  to  embark  chearfully 
in  a journey  through  a defart,  unknown  even  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  country ; and  which,  except  in 
the  inftances  I have  recited,  has  not  been  travel  fed 
for  this  century  pail,  by  any  but  the  outcafts  of  the 
human  kind ! 

In  the  afternoon  we  were  viflted  by  three  Chriftian 
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merchants,  who  live  at  Dundara,  a town  about  three 
hours,  or  twelve  miles  diftance  down  the  river. 
They  are  come  here  to  compliment  the  Hiaik  on 
his  return,  and  are  the  moft  creditable  people  of 
the  mercantile  clafs  whom  we  have  feen.  They 
had  turbans  of  a blue  checkered  pattern,  to  dif- 
tinguifh  them  from  Muffulmen ; and  no  native 
Chriftian  is  allowed  to  wear  them  of  other  colors, 
though  this  reftridlion  is  not  enforced  with  ftrangers. 
Thefe  merchants  inform  us,  that  there  is  an  Italian 
gentleman,  who  has  refided  at  Dundara  for  thefe 
thirty  years  paft,  and  who  is  a painter  by  profef- 
fion.  But  we  find  that  he  has  exercifed  his  art  ra- 
ther for  his  amufement  than  profit ; and.  that  his 
own  houfe  alone  is  adorned  with  the  produftions  of 
his  pencil.  We  are  curious  to  know  the  adven- 
tures which  brought  fuch  a charader  to  fettle  in 
this  obfcure  corner,  and,  did  our  time  permit,  we 
fhould  readily  accept  of  thefe  merchants’  offer 
to  bring  us  together.  Notwithftanding  the  unfa- 
vorable difpofition  of  his  fubjeds  towards  them, 
every  thing  confpires  to  prove  the  lhaik’s  affedion 
for  Chriftians.  All  his  principal  domeftics,  and 
particularly  his  fecretaries,  who  enjoy  his  unlimited 
confidence,  are  of  this  perfuafion.  Indeed,  all  ranks 
of  them  join  to  found  the  praifes  of  the  prefent 
fhaik,  who  ftands  between  them  and  the  oppreffion 
of  the  Arabs.  He  has  been  their  guardian  for 
forty  years  and  upwards ; and  I fear  there  will  be  a 
great  change  in  their  fituation  at  his  death. 
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TUESDAY,  2d  September. 

We  were  furrounded  this  morning  by  a croud  of 
fervants  belonging  to  the  fhaik,  who  expe6l  money 
from  us.  Though  we  might  have  got  rid  of  them 
by  threatening  to  complain  of  their  infolence,  we 
chofe  to  avoid  the  odium  of  fuch  a meafure  j and 
called  upon  the  hakeem  to  accommodate  the  matter 
for  us.  Thofe  who  aflifted  to  punifh  the  offenders, 

, we  agreed  to  gratify  with  a piece  of  gold  each : 
and  the  hakeem  difmilfed  the  reft,  as  not  being  en- 
titled to  our  bounty. 

At  eight  o’clock  we  had  a meffage  from  the 
lhaik  to  attend  him.  We  found  him,  as  before,  en- 
compafled  by  his  principal  courtiers  ^ and  he  obli- 
gingly defired  us  to  feat  ourfelves  upon  carpets  be- 
fide  him.  He  told  us,  that  he  had  fo-licited  our 
prefence,  to  give  us  into  the  charge  of  the  mafter 
of  his  camels,  who  is  dignified  with  the  title  of  a 
fhaik.  This  man  was  accordingly  called  before 
us,  and  the  fhaik  addreifing  him  by  the  name  of 
Hadgee  Uttalah,  informed  him,  that  he  was  to  con- 
vey us  and  our  baggage  fafe  to  Cairo;  and  that 
fhould  we  prefer  the  leaft  complaint  againft  his  con- 
duct, his  head  fhould  anfwer  for  it.  Nothing  could 
be  more  fatisfaflory  to  us,  than  a charge  like  this, 
fo  publicly  delivered ; and  of  the  weight  of  which, 
Hadgee  Uttalah  himfelf  appeared  to  be  fo  fully 
fenftblcc  It  not  only  tended  to  fecure  us  from  the 
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danger  of  treachery  on  the  road,  but  the  warmth 
with  which  the  fhaik  efpoiifed  our  caufe,  was,  in  our 
opinion,  the  ftrongefi;  bulwark  we  could  have 
againft  the  fecret  malevolence  of  our  enemies.  The 
good  old  man  became  very  familiar  with  us,  and 
aflced  a thoufand  queftions  concerning  the  natural 
and  artificial  produftions  of  our  country.  He  ad- 
mired a china  bowl  which  belonged  to  the  major ; 
but  declined  taking  it,  as  common  earthen-ware 
was  full  good  enough  for  him.  From  this,  how- 
ever, he  took  occafion  to  mention  an  European, 
who  had  been  long  in  his  fervice,  and  had  the  in- 
genuity to  imitate  china  very  clofely.  He  called 
for  a fpecimen  of  this  fellow’s  fkill ; and  we  were 
furprized  to  fee  a couple  of  vales  delicately  wrought 
and  painted.  We  were  defirous  to  behold  the  ar- 
tift,  but  were  informed  by  the  fliaik,  that  he  was 
left  behind  at  a town  up  the  river.  We  now  heard 
many  droll  anecdotes  of  this  Englifliman,  as  he 
called  himfelf.  That  he  delighted  in  high-fea- 
foned  difhes,  and  drank  fuch  a quantity  of  fpi- 
rits,  that  it  was  a wonder  his  infide  was  not  con- 
fumed  by  fire.  This  intemperance  fuited  but  ill 
with  the  fimplicity  and  fobriety  of  the  Arabians. 
But  the  fhaik  was  polite  enough  to  fay,  that  the  re- 
port which  had  been  made  to  him  of  our  mode  of 
living,  had  effaced  the  difagreeable  impreflions 
which  he  had  received  of  our  countrymen.  He 
would  venture  to  add,  however,  that  one  article  of 
luxury,  which  he  obferved  to  be  in  ufe  at  our  table, 
had  given  rife  to  the  ideas  of  our  wealth,  and 
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finglcd  us  out  as  a beneficial  prize  to  his  covetous 
fubjefls.  And  this  was  the  filver,  of  which  our 
cups  and  fpoons  were  compofed.  To  a people  who 
were  accuftomed  to  wooden  utenfils,  that  glittering 
metal  was  a bait,  which  had  allured  them  to  an  un- 
juft though  tempting  purfuit.  Far  as  it  was  from 
exculpating  the  conduft  of  the  Arabs,  we  could 
not  but  feel  the  force  of  this  oblique  reproof.  The 
modeft  manners  of  the  antient  Romans,  when  in 
the  meridian  of  their  greatnefs,  recurred  to  our  ima- 
sinations.  We  bluftied  for  our  deviating  fo  much 
from  their  example,  in  the  prefence  of  a man,  who 
trod  in  their  footfteps  without  a mark  to  dire6l  him. 
And  perhaps,  for  once  in  our  lives,  we  defpifed 
the  fymbols  of  oftentation  and  the  effeminacy  of 
fafliion ! 

While  we  were  thus  engaged,  the  relations  of  the 
foldier  who  murdered  Mahomet,  together  with  the 
camel-drivers  of  the  caravan,  were  brought  before 
the  fhaik.  They  were  accompanied  by  the  father 
and  brother  of  the  deceafed,  who  appeared  as  pro- 
fecutofs.  The  witneffes  for  the  culprit  making 
little  or  no  defence,  the  trial  was  foon  concluded  j 
and  fentence  of  death  was  paffed  upon  him  by  the 
lhaik.  Although  the  murderer  came  a prifoner 
yefterday  from  Cofire,  it  is  remarkable,  that  he  was 
not  prefent  on  this  occafion,  nor  allowed  to  offer 
any  thing  in  bar  to  his  condemnation.  If,  how- 
ever, the  falutary  laws  of  our  free  conftitution  are 
wanting  here,  the  lofs  would  not  be  felt,  could  this 
country  continue  to  boaft  of  its  prefent  equitable 

judge. 


LETTER  II.  373 

judge.  But  thofe  laws  were  provided  to  guard  as 
much  againft  the  encroachments  of  the  crown,  as 
the  machinations  of  the  fubjeft.  Happy  the  foil  in 
which  they  flourifh  ! Thrice  happy  the  people  who 
bafle  beneath  the  funfliine  of  freedom  j and  depend 
not  upon  the  uncertain  chara6ter  of  a chief  magif- 
trate ; upon  the  virtues  or  vices  of  a king  ! 

As  the  name  of  the  young  fliaik  of  Cofire  has  not 
been  mentioned  in  this  trial,  we  fuppofe  that  he  was 
wronged  by  report,  or  fkreened  by  intereft  from 
the  charge  in  which  his  comrade  was  involved.  It 
had  come  to  the  Shaik  UI  Arab’s  ears,  that  this 
young  man  and  his  father  had  extorted  money  and 
effefls  from  us.  The  accufation  had  been  framed 
by  his  courtiers,  who  were  perhaps,  jealous  of  the 
advantages  they  had  derived  from  us  j and  every 
perfuafion  was  now  ufed  to  make  us  acquiefee  In  it. 
Had  we  given  fcope  to  our  refentment  againft  this 
treacherous  pair,  it  is  likely,  that  we  fhould  have 
fupported  the  accufation ; which  opened  a way  to 
redrefs  for  their  impofitions  at  Cofire,  and  their  in- 
humanity in  betraying  us  into  the  hands  of  fuch  vil- 
lains at  Ghinnah.  But  one  good  a6tion  which 
they  performed  towards  us,  outweighed  the  multi- 
tude of  their  mifdeeds  in  our  minds.  We  remem- 
bered that  our  lives  and  property  had  been  at  their 
mercy,  both  at  Cofire,  and  in  the  road  to  this  place. 
The  firft  had  not  been  attempted  by  them;  and 
when  the  laft  could  not  have  been  with-held  from 
them,  we  acknowledged  a merit  in  their  forbear- 
ance, when  the  principle  which  excited  them  to  ex- 
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tort  a parr,  could  have  put  them  in  pofTefllon  of  the 
whole.  Weak  as  this  reafoning  may  appear  to  the 
fticklers  for  jullice,  it  had  force  enough  with  us  to 
operate  in  favor  of  the  delinquents.  We  knew  the 
unlicenfed  tempers  of  the  Arabs,  and  it  was  but  fair 
to  judge  of  them  by  their  own  rule  of  a61;ion.  We 
declined,  therefore,  the  fhaik’s  kind  offer  to  call 
thefe  fellows  to  account ; and  profeffed  an  ignorance 
of  their  being  any  otherwife  accelfary  to  our  mif- 
fortunes,  than  by  their  fatal  recommendation  to  the 
family  now  before  us. 

We  had  no  latent  meaning  in  this  application, 
but  the  venerable  fhaik  did  not  let  it  pafs  unno- 
ticed. He  pointed  out  the  certainty  of  the  detec- 
tion of  villainy,  either  fooner  or  later.  He  deduced 
it  from  the  inftance  which  was  now  before  him ; 
where,  without  a friend  to  take  our  part,  the 
wrongs  which  we  had  fuffered  had  accidentally 
come  to  his  knowledge,  and  the  authors  thereof  had 
been  punifhed  according  to  their  deferts.  He  called 
upon  the  father  of  Ally  to  own,  that  the  hand  of 
Providence  was  to  be  feen  through  the  whole  of  this 
tranfadion.  That  his  fons  were  but  the  inftru- 
ments  of  our  fafety,  though  avowedly  our  enemies; 
and  under  the  notion  of  enriching  themfelves  at 
our  expence,  had  prevented  our  falling  into  the 
lurking  perils  which  awaited  us  on  the  river.  But 
that  their  intentions  had  been  juftly  rewarded. 
While  w^e  were  fheltered  under  royal  patronage, 
one  of  his  fons  had  fallen  in  a conteft,  about  the 
very  property  of  which  he  had  deprived  us ; and 

the 
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the  other  was  crippled  with  blows,  and  covered 
with  difc^race  on  the  fame  account.  The  confufion 

O 

of  Ally  and  his  father  was  not  to  be  concealed  at 
this  incident.  They  feemed  to  be  fufficiently  hum- 
bled by  the  melancholy  end  of  Mahomet,  but  this 
pathetic  exhortation  of  the  fliaik’s  had  an  evident 
effect  upon  their  feelings ; and  the  heart  mull  be 
corrupt  indeed,  that  was  not  amended  by  it.  For 
my  own  part,  I never  was  fo  edified  by  the  difcourfe 
of  a divine,  as  I have  been,  by  liftening  to  the 
fentiments  of  this  unlearned  Mahometan.  And  it 
is  not  to  be  wondered  at.  His  language  was  that 
of  the  heart,  and  his  opinions  breathed  the  fragrance 
of  truth.  His  dodtrine  was  a refledlion  of  his  life, 
and  both  equally  bright  and  unfullied.  V/hen  he 
admonifhed,  he  diredled  himfelf  to  the  confciences 
of  his  audience ; and  he  never  failed  to  convince, 
though  it  is  plain  he  failed  to  reform  *. 

At 

♦ From  a paflage  which  1 have  lately  met  with  in  Dr.  Po- 
cocke’s  Travels  through  Egypt,  I am  induced  to  think  that  he 
encountered  this  amiable  perfonage,  and  was  indebted  to  him 
for  letters,  which  procured  him  both  civility  and  proteftion 
during  his  voyage  up  the  Nile.  Ifrnan  Aba  Ally  was,  from 
our  information,  poficfTcd  of  his  prefent  dignity  in  the  yeaj- 
1737,  and,  of  all  the  Arabians,  was  the  moft  likely  to  extend 
his  humanity  to  (Irangers.  The  pafTage  is  this : 

“ On  the  3d  of  January,  the  wind  not  favoring  us,  we 
flopped  at  a place  about  three  miles  from  f Furfliout.  Mere 
refldes  the  great  lhaik  J,  who  is  governor  of  all  the  country  ok 

f Furfhout  is  in  the  neighboiliooJ  of  Ghinnah. 

J The  literal  meaning  of  the  Shaik  L'l  Arab. 
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At  ten  o’clock  we  took  our  leave  of  the  fhalk, 
but  are  to  fee  him  again  before  our  departure, 
which  is  fixed  for  ten  o’clock  at  night.  On  our 
return  home  we  met  a man  carrying  a red  flag,  and 
uttering  aloud  fome  proclamation.  His  head  was 
crowned  with  a chaplet  of  bays,  and  the  croud 
were  very  attentive  to  his  words.  We  enquired 
into  the  purport  of  his  bufinefs,  and  were  told,  that 
he  was  an  herald,  who  daily  gives  notice  of  the 
rifing  of  the  Nile.  We  underftand  that  it  is  now 
near  its  greateft  height ; and  expert,  when  we  get 
into  the  flats  of  Lower  Egypt,  to  find  the  country 
entirely  under  water.  • 


the  weft  as  far  as  Aflbuan.  I waited  on  the  (halk’s  fecretary, 
with  a prefent  of  five  or  fix  pounds  of  coffee  ; in  return,  he  fent 
a lire  flieep  to  the  convent  to  entertain  me  with,  and  intro- 
duced me  to  the  fhaik,  who  was  in  an  Arab  drefs,  fitting  in  a 
corner  of  a room.  He  rofe  on  my  entrance,  and  my  fervant 
brought  in  my  prefent,  which  confifted  of  two  boxes  of  pru- 
nellas, two  of  other  fweetmeats,  and  fome  glafs  veffels.  He 
afked  where  I intended  to  go  ? I told  him,  to  the  Cataraft.  He 
replied,  with  a good-natured  fmile,  that  a boat  of  Franks  • 
lately  went  up  ; and  that  the  people  faid,  they  came  to  difeo- 
ver  the  way  into  the  country,  in  order  to  return  and  take  it ; 
and  then  defired  to  know  what  I wanted  to  fee  ? I told  him  the 
ruined  cities.  He  obferved,  that  we  had  no  fuch  ruins  in  Eng- 
land,  and  afked,  whether,  if  they  fhould  go  into  our  country, 
we  would  permit  them  to  fee  every  thing ; adding,  that  he 
would  give  me  letters,  and  a man  to  go  with  me,  fo  that  I 
might  be  affured  I fhould  travel  fecurely. 

Chap.  6.  Pococke’s  Travels. 

* In  this  boat  was  Capt.  Norden,  well  known  for  his  accurate  accounts  of 
the  antiquities  of  hgypt. 


\Ye 


LETTER  11. 


377 

We  have  been  employed  the  whole  day  in  pre- 
paring for  our  expedition.  Bread,  bifcuit,  and  flour 
were  brought  us  in  the  afternoon,  fufiicient  to  ferve 
us  a fortnight  j and  with  the  beans  provided  for 
our  camels,  run  us  up  a bill  of  eighty  dollars.  But 
in  this  account  are  included  a flieep  and  an  half, 
which  are  fried  down  in  clarified  ghee  or  butter, 
and  twenty  new  flcins  to  carry  our  water.  With 
this  flock,  we  trufl  at  leaft  to  keep  famine  from  our 
heels,  in  this  journey  through  the  inhofpitable  wild 
which  divides  us  from  Cairo.  We  had  paid  the 
balance  of  our  camel-hire,  which  amounted  in  the 
whole  to  150  dollars;  and  were  in  readinefs  to  at- 
tend the  fliaik,  previous  to  our  departure.  But 
the  camel-drivers  are  either  fuperflitious,  or  have 
fomething  to  detain  them  until  to-morrow  night. 
They  came  to  us  about  eight  o’clock,  and  told 
the  hakeem  it  had  juft  occurred  to  them,  that  to- 
morrow was  the  new  moon  ; a time  aoove  all  other 
the  moft  lucky  to  commence  a journey.  He  ap- 
peared very  angry  at  their  having  adopted  fuch  an 
idea  at  fo  late  an  hour ; and  finding  that  no  argu- 
ments could  conquer  their  defire  to  remain  here 
to-night,  he  referred  them  to  the  fhaik  for  an  an- 
fwer.  The  good  old  man  was  vexed  at  the  delay 
they  intended  us.  But  his  good-nature  inclined 
him  to  their  fide.  He  fent  for  Ibrahim,  and  di- 
refled  him  to  tell  us,  that  though  the  requeft  was 
abfurd  in  itfelf,  the  humoring  their  prejudices 
would  be  the  readieft  way  to  enfure  the  regard  of 
thefe  people.  We  fubmitted  without  a murmur  to 
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this  irkfome  detention ; and  the  more  fo,  as  the 
lhaik  has  added  to  his  former  kindnefs,  by  giving  a 
camel  to  our  condudlor  Hadgee  Uttalah,  to  fave  us 
that  expcnce. 

We  have  juft  heard  that  the  ftiaik  has  changed 
the  fentence  of  death  which  was  paffed  on  the  pri- 
foner  this  morning,  to  a long  imprifonment.  It 
feems,  that  an  execution  has  not  been  known  dur- 
ing his  reign ; and  he  means  to  continue  this  ill- 
judged  lenity.  But  this  will  be  but  of  little  avail 
to  the  aflaffin,  provided  one  of  his  family  does  not 
fall  a facrifice  in  the  interim,  to  the  relations  of  the 
deceafed.  This  kind  of  retribution  is  exercifed 
with  impunity  in  this  country  j and  one  life  will 
glut  the  vengeance  of  the  profecutors,  though  the 
offender  himfelf  efcape.  But  this  is  only  in  refpedt 
to  each  other.  Should  a Chriftian  but  accidentally 
fpill  the  blood  of  a Muffulman,  an  hecatomb  of 
his  perfuafion  would  fcarcely  fuffice  to  expiate  the 
offence. 


WEDNESDAY,  3d  September. 

It  now  appears  likely  that  none  of  our  letters 
have  reached  Mr.  Baldwin.  The  camels  are  re- 
turned that  carried  the  company  of  Turks  a^’ay; 
^nd  we  were  furprized  that  no  anfwer  was  come  ta 
the  letter,  which  we  entrufted  to  the  Chriftian  do- 
meftic.  But  on  difcourfing  with  Hadgee  Uttalahy 
we  find  that  he  did  not  go  to  Cairo.  The  Turks 
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were  formerly  in  the  fervice  of  Ibrahim  Beg,  and 
though  they  piirpofed  to  have  deferred  to  the  party 
of  Ifmaul  Beg,  their  hearts  either  relented  or  failed 
them,  and  they  halted  at  a town  on  the  river,  two 
days  fhort  of  the  capital.  We  have,  therefore,  the 
greater  reafon  to  congratulate  ourfelves  on  the  ge- 
nerofity  of  the  Shaik  U1  Arab ; as  no  application 
could  have  been  made  to  him  on  our  behalf,  until 
our  misfortunes  reached  Mr.  Baldwin.  By  his  in- 
fluence, we  are  in  every  refpedl  better  provided  for 
a journey,  than  when  we  left  Cofire.  We  can  de- 
pend more  upon  the  goodnefs  of  tiie  camels,  and 
the  honefly  of  the  drivers.  We  have  provifions  in 
plenty,  and  are  furnifhed  befides  with  limes,  to  af- 
fifl  in  quenching  our  third:.  We  have  dried  dates 
with  us,  to  vary  our  meals.  This  fruit,  when  dried, 
is  much  preferable  to  that  frefh  from  the  tree ; and 
when  eaten  with  bread,  is  both  a pleafant  and  nou- 
rifhing  food.  We  expedb  to  be  but  nine  or  ten  days 
on  the  road;  and  as  we  go  by  ourfelves,  we  are  in 
hopes  to  perfuade  the  Arabs  to  follow  our  direc- 
tions— to  travel  the  greater  part  of  the  night,  and 
to  lie  by  during  the  heat  of  the  day.  This  mode 
of  aflion  will  preferve  us  much  from  the  fufferings, 
which  we  underwent  during  our  late  journey.  But 
we  mud:  trud:  to  chance  for  a flielter  from  the  fun 
at  our  different  halting-places,  as  there  is  no  fuch 
conveniency  as  a tent  to  be  procured  here. 

As  we  are  on  the  point  of  leaving  Ghinnah,  it 
may  be  expefled  that  I drop  fome  obfervations  on 
the  cuiloms  and  manners  of  the  inhabitants.  But, 
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in  a narrative  of  this  kind,  the  reader  will  gather 
more  information  from  the  conduft  of  the  adlors 
themfelves,  than  from  an  author’s  defcription  of 
them.  Their  general  treatment  of  us  is  the  bed 
glafs  from  which  their  pi6tures  can  be  reflefted ; 
while  the  particular  behavior  of  one  or  two  indivi- 
duals, is  a convincing  proof,  that  virtue  is  the 
common  inheritance  of  mankind,  and  is  confined 
to  no  enlightened  fpot.  It  remains  then  only  for 
me  to  fay  a few  words  on  points,  too  unimportant 
to  have  come  into  view  before.  No  people  are 
plainer  in  their  drefs,  which  in  the  lower  clafs  is 
generally  of  blue  linen.  Thofe  of  the  higher  rank 
endeavor  to  ape  the  fafhion  of  the  Turks.  They 
are  arrayed  indeed  in  filks  and  woollens,  but 
without  lace  and  embroidery.  They  are  univerfally 
modeft  in  their  behavior,  decent  in  their  converfa- 
tion,  and  fober  in  their  way  of  life.  Gaming  is  un- 
known to  them ; and  ftrong  liquors  in  fuch  little 
requeft,  that  we  fouitd  but  few  Arabians,  v/ho  broke 
through  the  precept  of  their  religion,  which  forbids 
the  ufe  of  them.  But  the  vices  they  poffefs,  arc 
fufficient  to  eclipfe  the  luftre  of  thefe  good  quali- 
ties. Were  it  not  for  the  cheapnefs  of  provifions, 
the  poverty  of  the  people  would  bear  hard  upon 
them.  But  for  the  value  of  a penny,  each  man  can 
provide  for  the  day.  Befide  meat  and  poultry, 
which  are  in  great  plenty,  the  river  fupplies  them 
with  fine  fifh  at  the  lowed  rates ; and  eggs  are  fold 
at  a penny  the  dozen.  Thefe  things  we  can  de- 
clare from  ocular  demonftratibn  j and  from  our 

window 


LETTER  II.  3S1 

■wmdow  we  can  fee  the  menial  fervants  of  the  fhaik 
receive  their  daily  pay,  which,  we  are  affured,  does 
not  exceed  the  value  of  a penny.  Water  is  their 
only  drink,  except  it  be  mixed  with  coffee ; enough 
of  which  may  be  procured  for  a penny,  to  treat  a 
company  of  vifitors  j a fadt  of  which  we  had  fre- 
quent experience.  But  the  fimplicity  of  this  race 
is  beft  to  be  deduced  from  the  figure  which  their 
head  makes.  The  Shaik  U1  Arab  is  very  abfte- 
mious  in  his  diet,  and  plain  in  his  equipage.  There 
?s  nothing  magnificent  about  him  ; and  he  gene- 
rally appears  in  a black  gown,  which  is  very  fine, 
and  refembles  our  bombafm.  His  turban  is  of 
muflin ; and  the  only  finery  about  him,  an  orange 
or  ftraw-colored  fliaul,  which  is  carelefsly  thrown 
acrofs  his  fhoulders.  He  carries  no  arms  about 
him  ; which  we  obferved  to  be  the  cafe  of  all  the 
old  men,  to  proclaim,  we  fuppofe^  that  war  is  no 
longer  their  province. 

There  is  no  trufl  to  be  repofed  in  the  word  of  a 
camel-driver.  We  fent  to  the  fhaik  at  five  o’clock 
in  the  evening,  to  requeft  our  final  audience ; and 
found  to  our  furprize,  that  Hadgee  Uttalah  was 
with  him,  to  demand  our  journey  to  be  poltponed 
until  the  morning.  Ibrahim  remonftrated  in  our 
name  againfl  this  proceeding,  and  the  fliaik  was  en- 
raged at  its  infolence.  But  his  anger  was  of  as 
little  confequence  as  our  regret.  There  was  no 
prejudice  now  to  be  removed,  but  an  obftacic  more 
infurmountablc.  The  camels  are  not  ready,  and 
there  is  no  help  for  the  delay. 
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THURSDAY,  4th  September. 

It  is  a matter  of  the  greateft  furprize  to  a rational 
being,  to  perceive  mankind  given  to  falfehood, 
without  a beneficial  end  in  view.  And  no  where, 
as  I have  had  occafion  elfewhere  to  obferve,  is  this 
praftice  fo  frequently  to  be  met  with,  as  among  the 
Arabians.  By  telling  one  lye,  the  camel-drivers 
have  reduced  themfelves  to  the  neceflity  of  adding 
an  hundred  to  it.  On  their  coming  to  us  this 
morning,  we  reproached  them  with  their  duplicity 
in  the  prefence  of  the  hakeem ; and  demanded  to 
depart  immediately,  as  the  only  recompence  they 
could  make  us  for  our  many  difappointments.  On 
this  the  whole  myftery  was  unravelled.  We  found 
that  fome  of  their  camels  had  been  fo  much  fa- 
tigued in  their  late  expedition,  that  they  were  not 
able  to  travel  before.  But  it  is  their  genius  to  dif- 
guife  the  truth  at  all  times ; and  they  inade  ufe  of  a 
thoufand  fhifts  to  evade  our  departure,  rather  than 
difclofe  the  real  ftate  of  the  cafe.  Our  difpleafure 
is,  therefore,  rather  directed  at  their  folly,  than 
their  villainy  j and  now  we  have  got  to  the  bottom 
of  the  affair,  our  chagrin  is  confiderably  leffened  at 
this  unexpefted  detention.  We  have  even  con- 
fented,  by  their  advice,  to  poftpone  our  departure 
until  night;  when  our  movement  will  be  more 
private,  and  not  interrupted  by  the  croud  of  men- 
dicants which  await  our  charity.  This  ftep  was 
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enforced  by  the  hakeem’s  report,  who  recommended,’ 
by  all  means,  that  we  fhoiild  fet  out  after  dark. 

At  nine  o’clock  we  attended  the  hakeem  to  the 
fhaik’s  houfe,  to  receive  our  pafs,  and  to  take  our 
leave  of  our  benefaflor.  We  arrived  there  in  the 
midft  of  a trial  of  the  camel-people,  for  a robbery- 
on  the  deceafed  Mahomet.  After  fitting  about 
half  an  hour  in  a kind  of  lobby,  we  were  advifed  to 
fend  in  our  names.  On  doing  this,  we  were  ufhered 
into  the  room  where  the  court  was  held,  and  after 
the  ufual  falutations,  we  were  feated  on  a raifed 
place  to  the  right  of  the  fhaik.  His  politenefs 
didtated  a few  queftions  to  us,  after  which  he  pro- 
ceeded to  the  trial.  We  were  not  forry  to  have 
our  curiofity  fatisfied  in  this  particular;  and  we  at- 
tended with  great  patience  to  the  procefs.  There 
is  no  jury  in  this  court  ofjufhice,  nor  any  judge  but 
the  fhaik,  whofe  will  is  the  law  of  the  realm.  When 
the  evidences  have  been  given  by  the  witneffes, 
they  are  crofs-examined  by  the  grandees,  who  coni- 
pofe  the  council.  The  fhaik  liftens  attentively  to 
all  that  pafles,  forms  a judgment  of  the  faft,  and  at 
length  pronounces  the  final  fentence.  At  eleven 
o’clock  we  made  a motion  to  take  our  leave,  and 
were  difrnilTed  by  the  good  old  man  with  an  hearty 
benedidlion,  and  very  cordial  wifhes  for  the  fuccefk 
of  our  journey.  In  our  hearing  he  repeated  the- 
charge  to  Hadgee  Uttalah,  to  put  us  down  at  the 
Englifh  fadtory  at  Cairo ; and  not  to  return,  without 
a letter  under  our  hands  and  feals,  to  advife  him  of 
our  fafety,  at  the  peril  of  his  life.  To  fecure  his 
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fidelity  beyond  the  reach  of  temptation,  the  fhaik 
alfo  diredled,  that  the  family  of  Hadgee  Uttalali 
Ihould  be  placed  under  a guard,  as  the  fureft  hof- 
tages  for  the  integrity  of  his  condudt.  Our  hearts 
were  full  enough  at  the  idea  of  parting  with  this 
amiable  charadler,  but  this  laft  proof  of  his  more 
than  paternal  care  of  us,  had  fuch  an  efFedt  upon 
our  feelings,  that  we  were  glad  to  retire,  and  con- 
ceal the  ebullitions  of  our  gratitude.  The  uniform 
greatnefs  of  foul  which  diftinguilhes  this  Maho- 
metan, will  encourage  ftrangers  to  enter  his  country 
without  fear.  And  it  is  not  unpleafing  to  us  to  re- 
fleft,  that  our  misfortunes  may  contribute  to  the 
fecurity  of  future  travellers.  They  called  forth 
the  virtues  of  this  prince  from  the  fliade  of  ob- 
feurity ; and  will  be  a leffon  to  his  fubjeds,  ever  to 
refpedl  the  rights  of  humanity. 

As  we  returned  home  we  were  joined  by  the 
little  Turk,  who  was  fo  afilduous  to  engage  our 
company  by  water.  We  are  concerned  to  feparate 
from  him,  but  he  declines  our  offer  to  accommo- 
date him  by  land.  He  confeffes,  however,  that  he 
is  under  no  apprehenfions  for  us,  though  he  does 
not  chufe  to  rifk  his  property  in  the  defart.  There 
is  fomething  inexplicable  in  this ; but  our  confi- 
dence in  the  fhaik  is  too  firmly  rooted,  to  be 
fhaken  by  the  fufpicions  of  others.  We  obferved 
that  the  Turk  was  much  dejefted  at  our  approach- 
ing departure  j and  partly  gueffing  at  the  caufe, 
when  we  got  home,  with  the  concurrence  of  my 
companions,  I Hipped  twelve  dollars  into  his  hand. 


to 
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to  bear  his  expences  down  the  Nile.  His  counte- 

up  at  this  prefcnt ; and 
he  relumed  his  facetious  difpofition  during  the  day, 
which  he  dedicated  to  us.  We  had  already  been 
indebted  to  his  afliftance  in  preparing  for  our  jour- 
ney j and  the  major  now  gave  him  the  charge  of 
his  china  bowls,  which  were  to  be  delivered  to  Mr. 
Baldwin  at  Cairo.  We  alfo  obliged  the  Turk  with 
many  odd  things,  which  were  fuperfluous  to  us. 
But  he  had  fome  trouble  in  conveying  them  out  of 
the  houfe,  from  the  vigilance  of  the  domeftics,  w'ho 
were  doubtlefs  direded  by  their  mailer  to  have  an 
eye  to  his  motions. 

Now  w^e  have  feen  our  laft  of  the  fnaik,  the  ha- 
keem intimates  that  he  cannot  part  with  us,  without 
a further  gratification.  This  Abaflee  ! this  Have  1 
who  cannot  fit  down  in  the  prefence  of  his  mailer, 
though  raifed  by  his  favor  to  the  government 
of  this  city,  has  the  alfurance  to  alfume  airs  of 
confequence,  and  to  trull  to  our  moderation  for 
putting  up  with  them.  Befides  our  former  gifts, 
he  came  in  for  one  of  the  diauls  which  we  re- 
covered from  the  vizier,  who,  in  our  opinion,  w'as 
as  much  entitled  to  it  as  himfclf.  He  is  now  de- 
firous  of  my  filver  hookah,  though  Ibrahim  has  in- 
formed him  of  its  being  packed  up.  Its  value 
chiefly  lies  in  the  workmanlliip ; and  it  is  more  cu- 
rious than  ufeful  to  me.  To  prevent  further  impor- 
tunities, I have  fent  it  to  this  fellow,  though  it  gave 
me  the  trouble  of  unpacking  a trunk.  I am  fenfible 
that  he  w'ould  be  degraded  from  his  office,  were 
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the  lhaik  acquainted  with  his  behavior.  But  he 
too  much  confides  in  our  former  concealment  of 
his  meannefs,  to  be  afraid  of  the  confequences  : 
and  builds  upon  our  generofity  to  repeat  the  of- 
fence. The  fhaik  has  been  already  put  to  fo  much 
trouble  on  our  account,  that  we  would  overlook  a 
great  many  impofitions,  fooner  than  difturb  his 
repofe  with  frefli  complaints.  We  have  already 
caufed  fome  changes  in  his  adminifbration ; and 
it  would  be  in  us  but  a bad  requital  for  all  his  fa- 
vors, to  foment  difierences  between  him  and  his 
favorite  fervants,  on  light  occafions. 

We  quickly  experienced  the  good  effefls  of  our 
compliance  with  the  hakeem’s  humor.  He  fent 
for  the  camel-drivers,  to  remind  them  of  the  treat- 
ment whicli  they  were  to  give  us  on  the  road;  and 
fettled  the  occonomy  of  our  journey,  and  other 
points,  which  they  had  difputed  with  Ibrahim. 
When  the  fun  fets,  the  camels  are  to  be  brought 
to  the  door  to  take  up  our  baggage,  which  is 
now  reduced  to  half  of  its  original  bulk.  After 
flipper  we  are  to  bid  our  long- wifhed- for  adieu 
to  Ghinnahj  which  it  muft  be  remembered,  w'e 
owe  to  the  virtue  of  one  man ! 

At  fun-fet  Hadgee  Uttalah  came  haftily  to  our 
houle,  and  told  us,  that  as  we  had  paid  ten  dol- 
lars apiece  for  the  other  camels,  he  expedled  fifteen 
to  be  paid  him,  for  the  prime  beaft  he  was  to  ride 
himfelf.  We  were  congratulating  ourfelves  before 
we  were  quit  of  this  griping  call.  We  knew  the 
fliaik  had  prefented  him  with  the  price  of  this 
5 very 
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very  camel,  but  the  fellow  had  timed  his  ap- 
plication fo  well,  that  we  were  fain  to  comply  with 
it.  We  were  about  to  fet  off,  and  neither  our  hade 
nor  the  late  hour,  would  have  admitted  of  our  com- 
municating the  affair  to  the  fhaik.  We  had  no 
money  remaining  that  the  Arabs  knew  of ; but 
the  old  fox  got  over  this  difficulty,  by  offering  to 
take  our  note  of  hand,  payable  at  Cairo.  We 
were  the  more  reconciled  to  this  expedient,  as  it 
feemed  to  interefl  our  condu6tor  in  our  arrival  at 
that  city. 


END  OF  THE  FIRST  VOLUME. 


At  page  241,  line  2,  the  reader  is  requeued  to  add  the 
following  Note : 

* From  a palTage  in  Strabo  it  would  appear,  that  the  ex- 
tenfive  ruins  in  quellion,  are  the  only  veftiges  of  Cophtos, 
which,  by  the  favor  of  Ptolemy  Philadelphus,  enjoyed  the 
commerce  of  India  by  the  port  of  Berenice,  whence  a canal 
communicated  with  the  Nile.  This  commerce  has,  for  feme 
ages,  reverted  to  Ghinnah  and  Cofire.  Cophtos,  perfecuted  by 
Dioclefian,  for  having  abjured  paganifm,  felt  a fad  reverfe  of 
fortune.  Its  inhabitants  law  its  fine  edifices  rafed  by  the  em- 
peror’s command  ; and  the  hafte  in  wliich  the  author  pafiTed  its 
remains,  in  all  likelihood,  prevented  his  difeovering  the  mar- 
bles, which,  in  the  days  of  Abulfeda  the  geographer,  covered 
its  fite.  It  fhould  be  obferved,  that  the  Chrillians  of  Egypt 
are  called  after  this  city  ; a circumftancc,  that  at  once  declares 
the  caufe  of  its  dellrudlion,  and  the  chance  of  its  outliving  the 
duration  of  the  cities  which  now  exill  around  it  ] 
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